
Town of Westminster Select Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

Present: K. Sheldon Beebe- Chair, Craig Allen- Clerk, Toby Young, Paul Banik and Peter Barrett 

Others Present: Russell Hodgkins (Town Manager) and Millie Barry (Recording Clerk) 

 
 
 
 

 

1.   Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30p.m. in the Westminster Town Hall. 
2. Adjustments  to Agenda: None 
3.  Acceptance of Minutes: Toby Young moved to accept the minutes of May 13th Select Board 

Meeting as printed. Craig Allen seconded, the motion passed unanimously. 
4. Communications and Public Comments: None 
5. Unfinished Business: 

A. Trash: TM- referred to the new Ruggiero Trash Removal pick-up schedule for Westminster. 
This schedule will be included in packet mailed to taxpayers. Information meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 1.) June 15th in North Westminster at the Community House @ 
6:00p.m. 2.)  Morse Brook Area on June 17th  @ 6:00p.m. at entrance to James Road.  
3.) Pine Banks Road area June 19th @ 6:00p.m.  4.) Westminster West area  June 22nd   @ 
6:00p.m. at Westminster West School and  5.) Route 5 (south)/Westminster Heights/Kurn 
Hattin Road June 24th  @ 6:30p.m. at the Westminster Town Hall. An informational sheet 
about the new trash/recycling program for Westminster will be included in packet to 
taxpayers. 100 (of 2000) brochures have been printed in larger type size for people requiring 
large print to read. Joe Ruggiero is accepting more products (giving more recycling options) 
than the State requires. 

B. Camera Purchase Update: TM- The camera has been purchased. It will be installed before 
the next Select Board meeting. 

C. Review Town Trash Ordinance: The select board corrected wording in the new ordinance. 
TM- This ordinance pertains to taxpayers of Westminster, not haulers. The next step for the 
new ordinance (changes) will be sent to legal council for final approval. 

D. Solar Tax Exemption- Ordinance Change: TM- NEMRC working to update 16 different 
parcels that transferred ownership not recorded. These recordings were required by 411/15 to 
update the grand list. There are more discrepancies, dating back to October 2014 where 
transfers were not recorded. The State has granted permission to the Town to go into the 
abstract grand list to update with current information. In further explanation, the Listers run 
the grand list. The process would be: when there is a transfer of property, the Clerk notifies 
the Lister of a change and the Listers record the transfer to update the grand list. Per legal 
council, Town taxpayers voted in 1983 to exempt taxation of solar. The Town taxpayers will 
be required to change the ordinance. 

E. Town Plan Review: The Board continues to review 
F. Year End Budget Report Update: TM- Revenue: Approximately $253k will be corning to 

the Town. These are dollars the Town did not know they would receive and will be received 
during the new fiscal year. Expenditures: There is approximately $201,800. remaining to 
spend in the fiscal year. All large expenses have been covered. The Town Clerk and Road 
Foreman will attend the next Select Board meeting to talk about the new budget and paving, 
respectively. Question by Paul Banik re: dollars amount paid to Windham Regional? TM - 
Expense for Windham Regional is for support services to TM/Town and work on the Town 
Plan. The amount paid is based on Westminster population. The tax rate will be set 7/5/15. 
The TM will research expense for Recycling Storage Facility. 
 
 
 
 
 



6.  New Business: 
A. 45 day Notice for New Solar Project: TM- Referred to "Attachment A- Form of 45 Day 

Advance Notice Letter". Russ will meet with Windham Regional and attend a conference as 
the notice states: Soveren, Inc. is preparing to file, with the Public Service Board, a request to 
build and operate solar project at the remaining industrial park spaces. 

B. Correspondence to Select Board: TM- Referred to letter from Bruce Murray. The Select 
Board determined the TM respond that Mr. Murray's letters, in question, were demanding but 
not harassing. 

C.  Contractual Matter: Craig Allen moved to go into executive session to discuss a contractual 
matter. Peter Barrett seconded. Passed unanimously. 

7. Manager's Report: TM- State of NH will hold a meeting with the Walpole Select Board to 
discuss the 123 bridge. This bridge will be replaced/repaired during the next two years. 
The TM will attend this meeting on 7/9/15 @5:00 p.m. 
Health Insurance increase for 2016. TM referred to handout showing 7.5% increase. The increase 
was covered in the budget. 
Dog Licensing: TM- There are now 380 dogs licensed out of a possible 450 from previous years. 

8.  Boards and Commissions:  TM- All going well. There were 43 permits since January and may 
be as many as 60-70 by the end of the year. 

9.  Other Business: Shell Beebe requested information on the speed bump left on route 121 after the   
paving was completed last summer. TM- will review with Road Foreman. 

10.  Date of Next Meeting- June 10, 2015 at 6:30p.m. 
The Select Board moved to Executive Session at 7:50p.m. for a contractual matter. 
The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:02 and no further action was done. 

11.   Adjournment at 8:05 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Craig Allen - Clerk 
 

 
 

 

 
Minutes prepared by Millie Barry 5/28/15 


