
Town of Westminster 
 

Select Board Meeting August 26, 2015 
 

Present: K. Sheldon Beebe-Chair, Paul Banik-Vice Chair, Peter Barrett and Toby Young 
 
Others Present: Russell Hodgkins (Town Manager), Millie Barry (Recording Clerk), Ali Bigwood 
(Town Clerk), Fran Renaud, Nancy Dazell, Ben Gates (Sheriff), Christian Blake and Tim Young. 

 
1.  Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:32p.m. by the Select Board Chair. 
2. Adjustments to the Agenda: The TM requested the order of the agenda; New Business (#6) 

come before Unfinished Business (5). The Chair granted the change. 
3. Acceptance of Minutes: Peter Barrett moved, Paul Banik seconded to accept the minutes of 

August 12, 2015 meeting as printed. The motion passed with Toby Young abstaining as she was 
absent 8/12/2015. 

4. Communications and Public Comments: 
**Sheriff Ben Gates began duties for the Town on July 20, 2015. Sheriff Gates gave a brief 
history of his past experience in law enforcement. Gates spoke about the 40 hours, each week, 
of police coverage he is doing in Westminster. Sheriff Gates does not have a set schedule and 
when he is not on duty the VT State Police assumes coverage for the Town. Thus far, he has 
issued $1500.00 in traffic tickets (before court appearances) and made one arrest. 
**Christian Blake addressed the board with his belief that the head of the Planning 
Commission has an agenda for no growth in the Town. Further, Mr. Blake requested the Select 
Board give the Planning Commission some direction for growth in the Town. The Board Chair 
reiterated the Board would continue to work on Mr. Blake's concerns. The TM reminded 
people of the Public Hearing scheduled for 9/10/15 for public input on the Town Plan. The 
Chair noted  there would be more meetings between the Select Board and Planning 
Commission. 

6. New Business (Discussion/Action): 
A. Trash & Recycling Volumes -1st month: TM- First statement (in packet) is lower than 

TM hoped and is great news! The Town saved $85.00 per ton on 46 tons in first month. 
Joe Ruggiero will attend one of the September Select Board Meetings. 

B. Homestead Late Filing Penalty- Tim Young: Mr. Young appeared before the board 
admitting, due to an error on his part, his VT State Income Taxes were filed late. Due to the 
late filing he incurred a substantial Homestead Late Filing Fee Penalty. After questions and 
discussion Peter Barrett made the motion to reduce the penalty to 1.5%, from 8%.  
K. Sheldon Beebe seconded. The motion passed with Toby Young abstaining due to a 
conflict of interest. The TC noted she has cross referenced many years of reports of repeat 
late and non-filing Homestead Declarations. 

5. Unfinished Business: 
A. North Westminster Fire District #5 Update: TM- Further meetings have been held  to 

facilitate the Fire District #5 to the Village of BF to collect fees etc. An important meeting is 
scheduled 9/9/15 @10 a.m. at Rockingham Town Hall to include representatives 
from USDA, Village of Bellows Falls, Saxtons River, North Westminster Fire District Chair and 
Westminster TM. This to discuss the feasibility of improving the line through North 
Westminster into Saxtons River instead of Saxtons River creating their own facility. In 
addition a possible grant meeting has been scheduled for 9/15/15.



 
B. Change Zoning in Westminster- meeting w/PC: TM provided a hand-out, (State Planning 

Goals Title 24, Chapter 117, Section 4302) used by the PC to develop the new Town Plan. 
The goal is to prevent towns from becoming stagnant, having no jobs, being unable to hold 
youth but to keep towns vibrant. The Board Chair noted the State and Public Service Board 
have two different versions of town planning. Toby Young and Shell Beebe said they 
believed the joint meeting of PC and SB was a very good meeting. 

C. Solar Agreement in Industrial Park (update): TM- Nothing to report 
D. Solar Tax Exemption Ordinance Change Update (if any): (Taxation of Solar Plants information 

in packet) Chair-Suggested the Board put in writing the specifics of ordinance change for 
taxation of solar plants. TM-Legal Council is creating a template, many towns are using State 
recommendation/regulation. The Board may want a public hearing before Town Meeting 
vote. 

E. Listers- Update: All three candidates have accepted the position of a Westminster Lister. 
NEMRC has set a first training meeting. 

7. Manager's Report:  

1. Doors delivered to TH: The new doors are done. Before the new doors are installed a second 
egress is needed in the Town Hall and will be installed.   

2. Speed Limit on Kurn Hattin Rd: Sheriff has patrolled KH Road and documented that 95% of 
people traveling the road above Kurn Hattin School are going the correct speed. There will be 
continued monitoring but the speed signs will not be changed.  Notice of this decision will be 
sent, by the TM to the two residents requesting the speed change for this road.  

3. Grant Update- High Meadows:  There was no update given. 
4. Joe Ruggiero will attend a September meeting to give Board an update. Board members 
commented they had received a lot of positive input regarding new trash arrangement.  
5. RFP for Architects and Paving 2015: Seven notifications were sent to architects, a letter of 
interest was received and another 2 calls were received making roughly 10 architect applicants 
with historical experience. A walk-thru with architects will be 9/2/15. Bid requests have been 
submitted to five local pavers. 2.2 miles of road will be overlaid. The four worst spots are: top of 
Kissell Hill, Adams Street off Kissell Hill, Westminster Heights Rd. past School Street to Kurn 
Hattin Bridge then from KH Bridge to the intersection of Piggery Rd.  
6. The SB has been invited to attend a private showing of the Historical Museum on 9/14/15 
@1 p.m. The society will give a tour and explanation of the Museum.  
7. The Town Garage weather system: Present system is expensive and outdated. The Road 
Foreman requested exploring other options (information in packet) Comcast Internet and Phone 
connection will replace the current Weather System resulting in savings of $1,758.96 per year 
from present system.  
8. The re-enactment of Westminster Massacre will be held  9/12/15 @1:30. The SB is invited 
to attend.  
9. Aggregate taken from the Town Shop in buckets: A letter will be sent to offender loading 
buckets stating aggregate is not for private use but for Town Roads. Winter sand is for private 
winter driveway maintenance.  
10. VLCT-Preparing for Town Meeting-SB is invited to attend a class in Montpelier on 9/30/15 
on Municipal Budgeting and Borrowing. 

8. Boards and Commissions: TM -All is well 



9. Other Business: TM requested assistance from Peter Barrett to help with his request to 
write a letter of an opposing opinion about the 250' buffer and shoreline protection act 
recently passed by the State. Specifically, the letter would address building within the 250' 
buffer zone and what this would do to property values on the Connecticut River. 

10. Date of Next Meeting: September 9, 2015 
11. Adjournment: Toby Young motioned and Peter Barrett seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 

p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Board Clerk, Craig Allen 
 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Millie Barry 8/27/2015 


