
Town of Westminster 
Select Board Meeting September 23, 2015 

 
Present: K. Sheldon Beebe-Chair, Paul Banik-Vice Chair, Craig Allen-Clerk, Toby Young and 
Peter Barrett  
 
Others Present: Russell Hodgkins (Town Manager), Millie Barry (Recording Clerk}, Mark 
Lund (Road Foreman), Nancy Dazell, Fran Renaud, Don Slie, David Deen and Cole Streeter 

 
1.  Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30p.m. by the Select Board Chair 

 
2.  Adjustments to the Agenda: TM-To add the minutes of September 10, 2015 Public 

Hearing for Approval under #3.  Under 6A to add an (s) to name to read: New Brook 
Names as there are two brooks to name and to add  Representative David Deen (6C) to 
speak directly after Communications and Public Comments. The Chair noted all 
adjustments. 
 

3.  Acceptance of Minutes: Toby Young moved, Peter Barrett seconded to approve the 
minutes of September 9, 2015 as written, motion passed unanimously. Toby Young 
moved, Paul Banik seconded to accept the minutes of September 10, 2015 public hearing 
as written, motion passed unanimously. 

4.  Communications and Public Comments: Don Slie and Cole Streeter-Wood 
Burning Outdoor Furnace: Mr. Slie asked if Cole Streeter could move the boiler as Mr. 
Slie feels the boiler is a hazard to his health. The Chair and Mr. Slie discussed the fact the 
boiler had been replaced (with a different outdoor furnace and moved previous to the 
present time. Mr. Slie confirmed there were problems recently, on and off with 
smoke/air quality and the worst problems were at night. The Chair reported Mr. 
Streeter had not run the outdoor furnace since the end of May 2015. There was 
discussion of a boiler to the south of Mr. Slie or that another source of smoke/toxins 
could be causing Mr. Slie's problems. The Select Board Chair noted the TM had 
contacted the State of VT (air quality control). Their report stated that toxins were not 
coming in the pattern or distance to affect the Slie home from the Streeter furnace.  The 
Chair believes Mr. Streeter has tried to resolve the problem and believes, as a board, 
there is little the Board can do. TM- is willing to help Mr. Slie take the next step and 
have an independent person come to test Mr. Slie's house for toxins. Mr. Streeter 
confirmed he has not run his outside wood burning furnace since Memorial Day.  
Information was also presented that Mr. Slie's house has not been tested for radon gas. 
The Fire Department and or Rescue have tested the oxygen level at 20.9, there are no 
carbon monoxide levels and no explosive gases were present inside or outside the house. 

 
5.  Unfinished Business: 

A. North Westminster-update if any: TM-Board packet includes legal 
advice/opinion to dissolve the fire district. There is an application to complete 
requesting disbandment and presently the district is in negotiations with the Village 
of Bellows Falls. 

B.  Discussion of Public Hearing on the new "Town Plan": TM-The changes made 
by the Planning Commission are page 19,  #3 - under Law Enforcement 
Recommendations, the change is: the town did encourage the location of the State 
police barracks in Westminster with construction starting in July 2015. Page 20 - 
Solid waste and recycling. The change is in the first paragraph, solid waste and 
recycling are collected by Ruggiero Trash Removal, this service is paid in part by 
Town taxes.  In addition, the hours of recycling at the Town garage were changed 
to add Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. #1- Solid Waste and recycling recommendations 
(part of the first sentence), the change is: waste district representatives will work to 
revise the current system.  Page 37 - under recreational historic and cultural resources, 



the revision is: Westminster is the town with the most land in Windham County, 400 
plus acres are owned by the Town for outdoor recreational etc. The second paragraph 
was completely re-worded pertaining to the Windmill Hill Assoc. October 6th is the 
next public hearing. 

 
C.  Solar Agreement in Industrial Park (update): TM-There is no further word from Mr. 

Thurrell to update/request additional information. Select Board packet includes 
recommendation from legal counsel stating, "the Town has no authority to exempt from 
taxation the land upon which a solar generation facility is sited."  Further, the pilot 
agreement first submitted would be null and void. The pilot agreement would be solely 
on the structures, units and output. 

 
D.  Solar Tax Exemption- Ordinance Change Update: TM- Packet includes summary of the 

State of Vermont law applicable to taxation of solar facilities. legal counsel has given 
very complete description of the Towns ability to tax. The State of Vermont is 
recommending taxing after 50 kilowatt output. 

 
6.  New Business: 

A.  Approve/Disapprove New Brook Names:   TM-To comply with two requests from 
the Rockingham Conservation Commission, Craig Allen made a motion to officially 
name a brook, starting near South Goddard Road flowing north along Westminster West 
Road ending behind the trailer park in Saxtons River to Barnes Brook. Paul Banik 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. In another request, Craig Allen 
motioned to name a brook starting near Bella Vista Way off Hartley Hill Road, flowing 
north near Hartley Hill Road with a small pond next to Westminster West Rd. on the 
lower end be named Beaver Dam Brook. Peter Barrett seconded this motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

B.  Winter Trash Bag Drop Off Area: TM- There has been a specific request by a 
Westminster West resident to entertain a drop off for trash during the winter months 
because roads may be too narrow for the present Ruggiero truck to access present trash 
locations. Per the TM, Ruggiero guaranteed a small truck for winter access to small or 
muddy roads. As there is no problem yet, the board decided to let the request rest. 
 

C.  David Deen-Letter for Legislators for Watershed Regulations:   The Select Board 
would like to draft a letter to the legislature about how watershed regulations will affect 
the Town of Westminster. Deen supplied the Board with new pamphlets and information 
about implementation of Clean Water Act and Municipal Transportation (roads). The 
Town will have unti12018 to inventory facilities that are affected by best management 
practices and until 2021to come into compliance doing the work. In terms of agriculture, 
Deen intends to pursue to have the shore land protection provisions that went into law 
three ago that affect the lakes in the State of VT apply to the reservoirs of the CT River. 
He provided the board with the Shore land Statute. Peter Barrett noted concerns equating 
Lake Champlain to the CT River and the difference in soils. More and more farmland is 
tied up to stop seepage into the water, especially with large acreage. Deen noted part of 
the process would be education. In terms of applying the Shore Land Protection it doesn't 
go to agriculture practices but to maintain a natural stand of plants along the shore line. 
Further the agriculture community has deferred to 'best accepted agricultural practices' 
and to let the agency deal with each problem on a case by case basis. Peter Barrett thanked 
Representative Deen for coming and explaining the watershed regulations. 

 
D.  Adoption of Implementation Plan for NIMS: Craig Allen made the motion, Toby 

Young seconded to adopt Vermont's Implementation Plan for the National Incident 
Management System. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
 
 



Shell Beebe made the motion and Craig Allen seconded to go into executive session at a 
later time in the meeting for information in the packet the TM termed as "premature 
public knowledge” regarding Mr. Slie's issue." The motion passed unanimously. 

 
7.   Manager's Report:  

1)    The Town Manager will be away Oct. 19, 20 and 21for an Emergency Management 
Director meeting.  
2)   October 6th at 6:30p.m. is the next public hearing to be held at the Westminster 
Institute.  
3)   Four grants received by the Town were recently audited in a very timely amount of 
time due in part to Karen Astley pulling together information. Grants received by the 
Town in the last three years will be randomly chosen for audit.  
4)   Drone Incident: Recently there have been two complaints of a drone taking pictures 
at a private residence. In one incident, in an attempt to photograph the drone, the 
resident trying to take the picture was 'dive bombed' by the drone. Legal Council is 
looking into these incidents for the Planning Commission. There is jurisdiction 
regarding the Privacy Act. Westminster is one of the first towns to have this type of 
incident. FEDEX, the railroad and others are using drones for delivery purposes etc.  
5)   The Town is in the last phase before receiving funds for bridge #2424 "Irene".  
6)   Packet contains an invitation to the Community Conservation Summit open to 
anyone as they celebrate 100 years in the State of VT.  
7)   TM will not attend the Town Fair Business meeting voting for VLCT affairs due to 
both clerks attending this meeting. The Select Board will research appointment of the 
Town Clerk to vote. Russ believes the Town offices are too busy to leave unattended or 
for coverage by one person for a full day.  
8) The Town offices failed the Windham Regional wood heat initiative. The building 
does not qualify as a wise investment for a grant to install wood heat. 

 
8.  Boards and Commissions:   TM- Packet contains a well written letter (draft) by the 

Planning Commission for the Town to state their opinion to the Public Service Board and 
to be recognized as an authority over their own Town. 

 
9.   Other Business:   Fran Renaud suggested a committee to talk about architectural plans, bids, 

firms, etc. regarding the Town Hall. The Select Board may entertain the suggestion. 
 

10.  Date of Next Meeting: October 14, 2015 
 
11.  The Board moved to executive session at 7:50 p.m. 
 Upon coming out of executive session, the Chair instructed the TM to write a letter to 

Mr. Slie explaining the Towns position and to recommend that a thorough 
investigation be made to his own heating system. 

 
12.   Adjournment:  Toby Young made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 PM, seconded by 

Craig Allen. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Board Clerk, Craig Allen 
 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Millie Barry 9/25/2015 


