
TOWN OF WESTMINSTER 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 
 

Members Present: Chris Potter, (Chair); Kyle Skrocki (Vice Chair); Cathy Mullins 
(Clerk); Phil Savoy 

 
Not Present:  Eric Anderson 
 
Alternate Member:  Toby Young, Select Board Member 
 
Others Present:  Russ Hodgkins (ZA); Karen Astley (Recording Secretary 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chris Potter called this meeting to order at 7:02 PM in the 
Westminster Town Hall and welcomed everyone. A full Board was present except one 
member. He advised that meetings are tape recorded therefore asked anyone that wishes 
to speak to identify themselves.  
 
ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA: No adjustments were made to the agenda.  
 
MINUTES: Chris Potter asked whether there were any changes to be made to the July 6, 
2015 meeting minutes. Cathy Mullins made a motion to accept the minutes as 
written. Phil Savoy 2nd the motion. Motion passed with a 4-0-1 vote approved with 
Toby Young abstaining as she was not present at this meeting.  
 
Ex Parte Communications: There were no recusals from the two applications being 
heard.  
 
Interested Parties: All interested parties that signed in agreed to affirm that the evidence 
they give in the cause under consideration shall be the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth under the pains and penalties of perjury. Any comments from the public should be 
directed to the DRB. If the person before you has spoken to something that you were 
going to speak to please try not to repeat the same information. Everyone will have any 
opportunity to speak during the meeting.  
 
Deliberative Session: The DRB members had previously agreed to make their decisions 
in Deliberative Session, if needed, following the public hearings on the applications. It 
will be scheduled at the end of the Development Review Hearing.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND PBLIC COMMENT: There was none.  
 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW:    DRB Member Chris Potter 
 
Application: #15-47 Buck Adams, property location 228 Westminster Heights Road, 

Change of Use Application. Application will be reviewed under 
Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 314 Conditional Use; 
Section 442.4 Residential District Zone; Article X Agricultural 
Land Overlay District of the 2014 Interim Zoning Bylaws.  
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Testimony: Russ Hodgkins, Zoning Administrator provided testimony on behalf of Buck 
Adams. The Zoning Administrator had previously issued a permit for construction of a 
residential home on the same property and understood why the applicant was requesting a 
change of use.  
 
Previously a Change of Use Permit was issued on this property but was in Nancy Adam’s 
name as she owned the property. The use was changing as Buck Adams recently acquired 
the property and wanted to store some of his construction equipment on the property and 
possible some aggregate materials. This area which is of clay nature and wooded would 
entail one – two acres located on the back part of the property which is not in the 
Agricultural Overlay.   
 
Chris Potter was satisfied that no further questioning or review of the draft findings of 
facts were necessary the only apparent change an administrative technicality for 
recording purposes.   
 
A question was raised if there was a complaint from someone and this is the reason Mr. 
Adams was coming to the board for the permit?  Russ stated yes. The complainant was 
not at the hearing.  
 
There was no other testimony from the public for the application or any further questions 
or discussion by the DRB. Chris Potter closed the hearing at 7:16 p.m.  
 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW:    DRB Member Cathy Mullins 
 
Application: #16-04 David Maynard, property location 2662 Kurn Hattin Road, 

construction of an addition to existing home. Application will be 
reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 312 
Waiver of Dimensional Requirements; Section 442.4 
Residential District Zone of the 2014 Interim Zoning Bylaws.  

 
Testimony: Russ Hodgkins, Zoning Administrator provided testimony on behalf of 
David Maynard as he had completed an initial site visit to understand the project. 
Applicant had purchased the property which was foreclosed on and vacant for four years. 
Current structure has a septic, well, utilities and an existing driveway. Addition to the 
existing structure would double the size.  
 
Cathy Mullins deemed application complete and started through the Sections.  Site plan 
review showed that changes to the current property would be replacing the dry well and 
relocating the well further in the field as to create a more user friendly driveway for 
entering and existing onto Kurn Hattin Road once the new addition was added. Section 
312 Waivers of Dimensional Requirements does not apply although this lot is in non-
compliance because of its size of 1.5 acres. The DRB agreed that this is a pre-existing lot 
so this section may not apply.  
 
There was no other testimony from the public for this application or any further questions 
or discussion by the DRB. Cathy Mullins closed the hearing at 7:27 p.m.  
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OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
Russ offered the latest draft of the Proposed Town Plan 6.01 to the DRB. He stated the 
Public Hearing is scheduled for September 10, 2015 at 7:00 pm with the Select Board 
warning the meeting. The Planning Commission would be there to answer questions 
regarding any changes that were made and take questions and comments. The DRB is 
welcome to attend as residents only. 
 
The Planning Commission will be reviewing the Interim 2014 Bylaws in their next 
meeting on September 14, 2015.  
 
A question was raised where did the Bylaws originate from and Russ stated they are from 
the adopted 2010 version.  
 
The Planning Commission will make changes to a section at a time, pass them to the 
Development Review Board for review and comments. Changes will go back to the 
Planning Commission.  The layout and format will be considered to make them more 
user-friendly for the public.  
 
Zoning districts will be discussed at the 9.14.2015 Planning Commission as well.  
 
Phil Savoy stated the Republican Caucus is scheduled at 6:30 pm on September 17, 2015 
at the Westminster Institute.  
 
Recess to Deliberative Session: There was a consensus of the DRB members to enter 
into Deliberative Session at 7:38 pm.  
 
Deliberative Session report taken by Russ Hodgkins: The DRB came out of 
Deliberative Session at 7:55 pm. Upon re-entering the regular meeting Chris Potter made 
the motion to approve Application #15-47, Buck Adams, change in use permit. He 
explained the change in use was previously granted on that property under a different 
ownership and the bylaws allow this application under conditional uses as Garden/Farm 
Supply or Nursery. Kyle Skrocki seconded, and the motion passed.  
 
The second Application #16-04, David Maynard, construction of an addition was heard 
by the DRB and Cathy Mullins made a motion to approve the construction of the 21' x 25' 
addition to the existing house on a non-conforming lot because all the setbacks are met 
and the improvements being done of the said property. Phil Savoy seconded, and the 
motion passed.  
 
Adjournment: Chris Potter made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm. Motion 
was seconded by Cathy Mullins and the motion passed.   
 
_________________________________  __________________ 
                  Signature of Clerk                  Date 
 
Prepared by: Karen Astley, Recording Secretary  
 
(Note: These are unapproved minutes. Corrections, if necessary, will be found in the minutes of the next 
DRB meeting.) 
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