
If you want something done, ask a busy person to do it. In Westminster, that
busy person is usually Peter Harrison, named 2014 Citizen of the Year by the
Westminster Selectboard. 

Pete gives unselfishly his time to the town and several of its organizations,
by:

• Serving as a Westminster Cares’ board member. He is currently the presi-
dent —for the second time, has been treasurer, and works on the public relations
and executive committees

• Delivering Meals on Wheels
• Visiting the infirmed and delivering medical equipment
• Serving as a Campbell Fund trustee, an elected official of the town, manag-

ing its public funds
• Being an active member of the Westminster Volunteer Fire Department,

including dispatcher and secretary/treasurer; he also enters the emergency
response calls into the computer.

• Delivering the Westminster Gazette
• Selling calendars for the Westminster Church birthday calendar fundraiser
• Taking minutes at the bi-weekly Prudential Committee meetings.
Pete also puts his musical talents to use in his volunteer work. He sings with

the Yankee Male Chorus and is the group’s site coordinator. 
He plays piano for the residents of the Thompson House in Brattleboro twice

monthly and fills in for the church organist
.“Pete Harrison is one of the most generous and humble men I’ve met; gen-

erous with his time and humble with his talents,” said Donna Dawson, director
of Westminster Cares. “He works tirelessly behind the scenes doing small things
that make a huge difference, not only to Westminster Cares but also to the whole
community of Westminster.”

Pete and his wife, Judy, are long-time residents of Westminster.
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Thanks Pete - Westminster Is Proud of  You!

Westminster’s 2014 Citizen of the Year, Pete Harrison.

Compass School invites all in the community to two traditionally impressive
and enjoyable cultural rites of spring. The spring play this year is a series of one
acts (most quite humorous) performed at the school on Friday, April 4 at 1:30
p.m, Saturday the 5th at 7, and Sunday the 6th at 2.  

The 10th Annual Student Film Festival is scheduled for Thursday, April 10 at
7 p.m. at the school. After working on their projects for six  weeks, students
exhibit their talents in story telling, writing, cinematography, acting, organiza-
tion, and teamwork by creating high quality films year after year. Please join us
for this entertaining community event.

Numerous Compass students have been honored recently for their accom-
plishments:

· Senior Sydney Bobrow was offered $80,000 as Godman Scholar at Ohio
Wesleyan University,  awarded $65,000 from Goucher College as a First Year
Scholar, and named a Dean's Scholar at Earlham College with a $45,000 merit
scholarship, with an additional $10,000 merit award for her work in sustainabil-
ity and environmental activism. Sydney also was featured on Smith College's
Web site in November for her work on food issues and sustainability at
www.smith.edu/summer/profiles.php. 

· 10th grader Quinn Oliver who was one of two students in the
state awarded a scholarship to attend a three-week marine biology study program
in Mexico this summer that is run by the Experiment in International Living.
Quinn also made honorable mention in the Marlboro College Beautiful Minds
contest for his submission -- an account of his two-month sailing adventure in the
Caribbean. You can view his work online along with the other winners
at www.minds.marlboro.edu/2014/01/24/2013-14-honorable-mention-entries/.

· Ren Chock and Rachael Drinker have been recognized for their writing
in the Vermont Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Competition. Ren earned
"Silver Key" awards for two of his short stories (one written as an alternative
assignment for a biography assignment this past semester) and two of his humor
pieces, as well as an honorable mention for a 10 minute play he wrote last year.
Rachael earned an honorable mention for one of her poems. You can see all
awards on the Brattleboro Museum site at www.brattleboromuseum.org/educa-
tion/artandwritingawards-vermont/.

· 10th grader Franz Robert was selected as the pianist for the All-State
jazz ensemble in February.

· Rachael Drinker and Theo Sutton earned honorable mentions for their
work in the Brattleboro Student Art Show.  Rachael was recognized for her color
drawing of cows, and Theo for his woodcut print.

In photos, clockwose from top left, Senior Sydney Boborow, Jazz
pianist Franz Robert, and writing award winners Ren Chock and
Rachael Drinker with their mentor Julia Taylor.

Film Fest, Spring Play & Awards at Compass
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March is Music in Our Schools Month. For
more than 20 years Kurn Hattin Homes has
hosted an Annual Choral Invitational.
Choruses from some of our local schools sang
to a standing room only audience.  

The schools participating this year were
Bellows Falls Middle School, Director, Luna
Dunbar; Leland and Gray Middle
School and the Leland & Gray Rebel
Clefs, Director, Ron Kelley; St. Joseph
School, Director, Vicki Moore; Walpole
Middle School, Director, Lillie Le
Blanc; and Kurn Hattin Middle School
and Beginning Choir, Director, Lisa
Bianconi.

Each school chorus performed three
selections from a wide repertoire to
resounding applause. 

For the finale, everyone including
the audience sang, “Let There Be Peace
On Earth.” 

Canned good donations were collected and
given to Our Place, the community food shelf in
Bellows Falls. 

Thank you to the volunteers, staff and every-
one for supporting music in our schools. 

Please join us on Wednesday, April 9, for the
Kurn Hattin Jazz Band Invitational at 7 p.m. 
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE!

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3

approx. 2.5”x3”
$250 a year

$25 for one month

Pages 4-7
approx. 3.5”x4”
$500 a year

$75 for one month

Page 8
approx. 1.5”x2.5”
$150 a year

No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

Need Adobe Reader to open 
& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Last Month’s Mystery Photo

Wi-Fi available upon request

(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Last month’s Mystery Photo was correctly
identified by Bill O’Connor, Bob Gay, Wanda
West and Patty Mark.

The photo was taken off the Covered Bridge
Road across from Bald Hill on the CCC Road.
This was the site of Westminster’s Civilian
Conservation Corps camp which was a public
work relief program that operated from 1933 to
1942 for unemployed, unmarried men, ages 18
to 25, as part of President Roosevelt’s efforts to
provide work and money for families struggling
during the Great Depression. 

There were several CCC camps throughout
the US that employed approximately three mil-
lion men during the nine year’s it ran.  

They constructed more than 800 state and
national parks (including Ascutney) and thou-
sands of miles of public roadways, planted
more than three billion trees in our forests, and
updated forest fire protection and buildings, all
for only $30 a month. 

Without this program, many families would
have starved, and we would not have the roads
and parks that we enjoy today.

KH Choral Event Benefits Local Food Shelf
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Kurn Hattin Homes for Children invites the public
to attend its 7th Annual Jazz Invitational on
Wednesday, April 9 at 7 p.m. featuring special guests
the Keene Orchestra, directed by Scott Mullett, jazz
singer Samirah Evans, and with Master of Ceremonies,
Eugene Uman of the Vermont Jazz Center. 

This year's program features youth jazz ensembles
from Bellows Falls Union High School, Brattleboro
Area Middle School, Northfield Mount Herman, Kurn
Hattin Homes For Children, Vermont Academy, and
the Vermont Jazz Center.

The Keene Orchestra is a regular guest at the Kurn
Hattin Jazz Invitational. Its director, Scott Mullett, has
performed and toured with some of the great big bands,
including those of Artie Shaw and Woody Herman.
Mullett is a member of Keene State College's Music
Department Faculty.

New Orleans native Samirah Evans has toured
Europe, Asia, and  North and South America and
shared stages with jazz and blues legends, B.B. King,
James Brown, and Irma Thomas. Prior to relocating to Brattleboro, Vermont in
2006, she performed annually at the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. Evans
currently performs with her band, Samirah Evans and her Handsome Devils. Their
latest CD, My Little Bodhisattva, was released in 2009.

Admission is a canned/dry good or cash donation for the food shelf at Our
Place in Bellows Falls. The concert takes place in Higbie Auditorium in the Mayo

Memorial Center at Kurn Hattin Homes in Westminster,. For more information,
contact Lisa Bianconi at 721-6931.

Established in 1894, Kurn Hattin Homes for Children in Westminster,
Vermont is a charitable, year-round home and school for boys and girls, ages 5-
15, who are affected by tragedy and social or economic hardship. Kurn Hattin
Homes transforms the lives of children and their families forever.
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The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met March 5th at the
Westminster Fire House with Co-Vice President Kathy Elliot presiding. The fol-
lowing board members were present: Don Dawson, Reggie Borden, Heidi
Anderson, Susan Harlow, Miriam Lanata, Sally Ryea and Director Donna
Dawson. Pete Harrison, Connie Sanderson and Barbara Carey were excused. 

Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to live
with independence and dignity in the community.  Your support to this care-giv-
ing organization is a way for all of us to take care of our friends. 

Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, volunteering to
deliver meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doctor appointments, working on
a committee, making a contribution or attending a workshop may contact Donna
Dawson at 722-3607or by email at wecares@sover.net. Check us out on the
web@ www.westminstercares.org and like us on Facebook.

Assistance and Referrals: Many hours of assistance to Westminster residents
and their families, collaborating with social service agencies, Senior Solutions,
the VA, Friends of Veterans, SEVCA, Red Cross, VCIL, Adult Protective
Services and the Visiting Nurses. 

Services provided:  Meals on Wheels in February: 21 different WC volunteers
delivered meals throughout the month to 17 people on a daily basis.  In addition

9  people receive frozen meals on Fridays for the weekend. One new “team” of
drivers were trained on the route.Transportation – During the month of February,
6 different volunteers provided rides for  6 different people for a total of 204
miles driven Nursing program:  During February, our community nurse made 16
visits to 5 different homes in Westminster for a total of 12  hours.

Meetings attended by staff in February included:  computer/ web site,
Windham Cares Group, bookkeeper, Gazette, grant writing, home visits and var-
ious board of director’s committee meetings.

Programs during the February included:   2 Secrets of Healthy Aging session,
3 Yoga classes, 22 Strength Training classes held and 4 Artist in Each of Us class-
es.Friendly Visits: two volunteers making friendly visits; collaboration with
Priority Placements youth to stack wood for MOW recipient. Equipment avail-
able:  Walkers, commodes, shower chairs, wheel chairs, hospital beds, scooters
and electric wheel chair.Equipment loan: several pieces of equipment loaned out
in February. 

Equipment needed. Currently storage is tight, however we are in a need of
transfer benches, a bariatric wheelchair or a power recliner.

Memorial donations for March:In memory of Richard (Dick) Morse from the
Vermont Casket Company.

news from Westminster Cares

The Windmill Hill Pinnacle
Association is offering a widely informa-
tive afternoon on Sunday April 27. At
1:30 p.m. forester Arthur Westing will
lead a two-hour hike to Vermont’s
Champion white ash, located on Pinnacle
property off Headwaters Trail in
Westminster.  

Participants should meet at the Holden
Trail Kiosk and contact Arthur Westing at
387-2152 for more details.  Information
on the Holden Trailhead may be found at
www.windmillhillpinnacle.org.

At 4 p.m., a very brief Pinnacle
Association Annual Meeting will cele-
brate the purchase of the Bemis property
– a 34-acre link on the Westminster,
Rockingham, and Athens border between
the Pinnacle ridgeline holdings and
Athens Dome trails leading to WHPA’s
195-acre Lake property in Grafton.  Right
after that, the program on coyotes and
how people can coexist with them will
feature Chris Schadler, a Wild Canid
Ecologist and instructor at Granite State
College.

Schadler is the New Hampshire and Vermont Representative for Project
Coyote, a national group promoting coexistence with coyotes.  Her interest in
wild canids began over 35 years ago as a volunteer at Indiana’s Wolf Park and
led to a focus on the Eastern timber wolf. Her attention shifted to the Eastern
coyote when she moved to New England, where she chose a farm with known
coyote problems to raise sheep and train her border collies. 

Knowledge about coyotes and their reproductive cycles, sound livestock
management, and common sense led to her great success from predation and her
passion to promote coexistence between people and wildlife.  

The Coyote Program and Annual Meeting will take place at the Westminster
West Church, 44 Church Street. 

For more information, contact Bev Major at 802-387-5737 or beverlyma-
jor54@gmail.com.

Coyote Program and Pinnacle Annual Meeting

Kurn Hattin Hosts Jazz Invitational

Performers at the 2013 Annual Jazz Invitational at Kurn Hattin.
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings
at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third
Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month.  

Next association meeting is April 1 at 7 p.m.  
The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third

Monday after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
April Prudential meetings: 7th and 21st  
Number of calls in February: 18

Number of calls through March 26th: 25
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 85  
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 285

Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met
for their regular meeting March 4th with President Greg Holton presiding.
There were 22 members present and 5 members excused. Currently there are
40 members of the volunteer fire department 

Burn Permit Alert:
We have had an abundance of snow this year and doing an outside burn

may seem to be permissible, but things can dry out very quickly in the spring
especially if we have a lot of wind. Anyone wishing to do an outside burn
must get verbal permission from one of the fire wardens before starting a fire.
You must speak with one of the wardens. Leaving an answering machine
message will not count as a permit. 

When calling for your permit, be sure to ask what materials are acceptable
and which ones are unacceptable to burn. If the Fire Department is called to
respond and the fire ends out being an illegal burn, the fire will be extin-
guished and a fine may be imposed. 

In case there is a complaint from someone about the fire, the fire depart-
ment is available to investigate and extinguish the fire if necessary. All burn
piles should be a least 100 feet from any building. 

Some of the items not allowed are: Trash, building material, anything with
paint on it, cardboard. Keep in mind that there may be times when permits are
not given out due to sudden changes in the dryness and wind conditions.
Always be aware of open dry areas and windy conditions before considering
a burn.  

The wardens are: Warden Cole Streeter          722-3178
Deputy Warden: Mark Lund    463-9355
Deputy Warden: Pat Haas 387-5778

Hot coals and ashes: Each year we are called to extinguish brush fires
that are caused by people spreading their hot coals and ashes outside. Coals
and ashes have a long shelf life when it comes to retaining heat enough to

ignite a fire. When removing hot coals and ashes from a wood stove or fire-
place, first put them in a covered metal container. Then take the container,
ashes and all, outside away from the house or other buildings. Let them cool
or soak them with water, or both, before discarding. There always seems to
be buildings lost each year when hot ashes are left in a container on a wood
floor porch or deck or left too close to a building or on dry grass or leaves.   

Mud Season: Although the worst of mud season is yet to come, it is
always a good idea to limit travel on muddy roads as much as possible, giv-
ing them a chance to dry out. If using a muddy road in unavoidable, be sure
to drive toward the center when possible. The shoulders are apt to very soft,
adding to the chances of getting stuck or tipping over. 

Insurance Rates: If you live within five miles from a fire station and1000
feet from a fire hydrant, you could be eligible for a discount from your insur-
ance company. We do have several new hydrants and many old ones that
could qualify

Scholarship Fund: The members of the association decided they would
like repeat last year’s idea of setting up a scholarship fund to be given to a
Westminster resident who graduates from the Bellows Falls Union High
School. The amount of the scholarship is $500. To qualify, the student must
be pursuing a career in some area of emergency work. Check with any mem-
ber of the department for particulars. 

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations through-
out the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.

Donations received in March: 
Memorial donations:
In memory of Harold and Alice Shattuck from Barbara Greenough
Donations given in March:
Deborah Parker Allwood
Joseph McKeown
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteer-

ing their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief
Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and
pick up an application. 

We would like to have additional volunteers from Westminster West. 
There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle located in

Westminster West and more help is always welcome to utilize that equipment
during calls. 

As always, we would like to thank the members of the community for its
continued support of the fire department.

Check us out at www.westminsterfireandrescue.org
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Vermont’s Fifth Season
by Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

Most states only have four seasons – Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter,
but northern New Englanders know we have a fifth – Mud Season! 

It’s our much anticipated prelude to when winter-worn residents can look
forward to the disappearance of the mountains of snow and re-emergence of
budding trees and green grass. And as much as we would like to hurry along
our bountiful gardens, there are many other “hunny-do’s” that need tending
first! 

Put the brakes on your moving anything from or to the soil until mud sea-
son has passed completely. If your gardening area is wet or muddy, then hoe-
ing, raking and disturbing the soil will only increase seasonal problems later. 

While you are waiting, there are several things you can do to pass the time.
If you have bird feeders out for the winter, now is the time you should be
cleaning them up for another year. Clean bird feeders are important because
many molds and diseases can collect around wet, spoiled seeds that stick in
dark corners. Decaying food can also invite many unwelcomed insects as
well. 

If you have a 5-gallon bucket that you use for outdoor projects, fill it with
boiling water and let your feeders soak in the water for about 15 to 20 min-
utes, and then hang them up to dry in full sun. 

You should also collect up all the seeds and shells on the ground around
the feeders as the seeds can sprout to unwanted thistles and twisting vines, and
the shells can become breeding and hiding areas for pesky insects. If you
don’t want to disturb the ground with a rake because it’s still too wet, then use
a wet/dry vac to suck up the debris.

Do you have a veggie garden? Once the snow is gone, if you have covered

it with straw (never use hay because it can be rich in seeds and does little to
insulate), then carefully remove the straw, which can be thrown into your
compost pile.

Although many home gardeners prefer to cover their garden areas in the
late fall to early winter with black plastic, this can still be done in April to
early May. Be sure your plastic is weighed down or pinned to keep it from
blowing away. Stones or tent stakes are perfect for the job. 

The plastic will prevent many weeds from popping up through the soil
from the warming spring sunlight, plus it will destroy many of the weed seeds
and slumbering insect larvae waiting to emerge to plunder baby seedlings. 

The plastic also warms the soil quicker so you can get a jump on starting
your garden. Please note that clear plastic warms the soil better than black, but
it does not kill weeds as effectively.  

This is also the time to start turning over your compost in its bin. The more
you turn over the compost, the faster it will heat up and decompose from the
sun. Remember that you want your compost ready to be incorporated into
your gardening soil just before planting time.

Lastly, when spending hours picking out just the right seeds you want to
plant this year, be daring! Plant something new that you’ve never planted
before! How about purple carrots or lima beans?

Would you like more information concerning pre-gardening projects? The
Master Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all your needs. 

Call their Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-2230, send questions by e-mail
to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visit www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for 
extensive information.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

Southeastern Vermont Community Action has announced that it has space
available in the upcoming free financial fitness workshop. 

This eight part workshop series will help participants discover how to use the
money they have and take steps towards prosperity. Participants will learn to
improve their relationship with money, increase cash flow and experience finan-
cial security. 

Other topics covered include; saving, spending, credit, paying for college,
purchasing a home, purchasing a car, insurance and retirement. 

Your credit report can be reviewed with you and recommendations provided
to take steps to build healthy credit or resolve credit issues. This financial coach-
ing will help you and your family develop strong financial habits.

The 8-part workshop will begin on Wednesday, April 9 from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m., and continue each Wednesday night thru June 4. 

The workshops will be held at Marlboro College Graduate School, 28
Vernon Street in Brattleboro. Pre-registration is required. Please call to register
at 722-4575, ext. 151, or e-mail kperlberg@sevca.org

SEVCA Announces Free Financial Fitness Classes
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

E-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com or 
blynde@westminstervt.org,  or phone 

Babs Lynde at 722-9516.
The answer and the winners will be

announced in the next issue.
Last Month’s Answer: On Page 3. 

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop
by the town office and see Babs Lynde. 

Where did this bridge stand and what was its name?  Bonus:
When was it replaced? Dedicated to David Wright who was the

president of the National Society for the 
Preservation of Covered Bridges.

Living in rural Vermont requires most of us to drive for work, appointments,
shopping, even things as simple as socializing. It is our key to our independence.
But even though we hate to admit it, as we age our bodies and driving skills
diminish. Reaction time and other critical abilities slow. It's incumbent on us as
drivers of all ages to recognize these limitations.

As difficult as it is, some of us may have to consider giving up our car keys
at some point, simply because we recognize the risk to ourselves or the safety of
others on the road. It's not an easy conversation. It's certainly not one any of us
are looking forward to having with our family, regardless if we're the ones who
have to surrender the keys or if we're requesting that the keys be retired

An interesting concept was developed in the form of a "Family Driving
Contract." Recognizing the difficulty that this conversation will create, you gath-
er your family members, while everyone is clear-minded and aware of the situa-
tion, and, you all agree to the following:

"As I continue through the aging process, I realize there may come a day
when the advantages of my continuing to drive are outweighed by the safety risk
I pose, not only to myself but to other motorists. I want to continue to drive for
as long as it is safely possible but when my driving is no longer safe, I will trust
(insert name here) when he/she tells me that I need to discontinue driving or to
continue driving with specific restrictions." 

You and your family members sign and date the document for future refer-
ence. The signed document gives you and your loved ones the ability to broach
the discussion openly and somewhat comfortably.

Meanwhile, it’s important to keep your driving skills as sharp as possible as
you age. Taking classes would be a great consideration. The AARP Smart
Driving course is specifically designed to help improve our defensive driving
strategies and teach us about our age-related cognitive and physical changes that
affect our driving skills. 

It also addresses up-to-date information about changes in our vehicles, the
roads we drive on and state laws. This course helps boost safety awareness,
refresh and improve driving skills, increase confidence, reduce crash risk, pro-
long mobility and maintain independence.

The course lasts for four hours and is geared toward participants 50+ years
old, although it is open to younger people. The tuition is $15 for all AARP mem-
bers and $20 for non-members. There are no exams and at the end each course
participant will receive a certificate of completion. 

Some insurance companies offer auto insurance discounts for people who
take the Smart Driver Course. The next class will be taught by Dick Miller, and
is offered on Friday, April 25 at the Bellows Falls Senior Center. For more infor-
mation call Teagan at 463-3907.

Plan Now for Safe Driving Later

Westminster Students Learn Circus Skills, Prepare for Cake Fundraiser

On Sunday, May 4 will be the  15th annual Herricks Cove Wildlife Festival.
The day will start with a bird walk at 7 a.m. followed at 10 by live animals,
nature presentations, a puppet show, crafts, workshops and much more.

The annual meeting of the Westminster Fire District will be held at the
Community House in North Westminster on Monday, May 5 at 7 p.m.

Annual Fire District Meeting

Herricks Cove Wildlife Festival

Ever wanted to run away and join the circus? No need if you were a
Westminster School student during the week of March 10 to 14. Troy
Wunderle's Big Top Adventures unpacked into the school gym, and when stu-
dents came to P.E. classes, Troy , above left, greeted them with a host of amaz-
ing feats and new skills to learn. Classes worked with scarves, spinning plates,
peacock feathers, stilts, devil sticks, pedalos and hula hoops.  

Participants had a great time! "I balanced a feather on my nose!" "I need to
practice juggling because I'm not good at it yet, but I am really good at hula
hooping." "The hardest one was the stilts, and the easiest was the pogosticks."
As a 6th grader said, these skills require practice, but it's fun when you get bet-
ter. The most amazing part?  To quote a 3rd grader, after attending the All School
performance at the end of Troy's residency, "Everyone had a talent!"

Westminster Schools Fundraiser for the Arts, Let Them Eat Cake and Gallery
Walk, will be held on Wednesday, April 9 at 5 p.m. 

Calling all bakers, artists, eaters, or chefs. This evening celebrates and rais-
es funds for arts programming in our schools.  There are many ways you can be
involved, like baking a cake like the one above.

Make a cake - Students and families, start imagining now all your cake might
be. Prize categories could include: Funniest, most original, healthiest, biggest,
fanciest, scariest, smallest, most realistic, most colorful, etc. Winners will
receive a hand-painted plate, designed by Vanessa Schoonover. Bakers may
choose to have their cake sold by auctioneer Paul Kohler, or by Silent Auction.

Pizza and salad, compliments of the school, will be served.
From 5 to 6 stroll the Gallery Walk and check out the phenomenal art show

featuring work from all children, while listening to all students' musical work. 
Visit, view, and buy cakes- from 5 to 5:30, cake entries are dropped off, reg-

istered and lined up in the halls; the cake auction starts at 6 in the cafeteria.
Slices of cake to eat will be sold during this time.  

For more details contact Ashley Paine or Jen Cravinho at the Center School
at 722-3241.
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You’re invited to a Safari-style Social at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 24 at
the Windham Antique Center in Bellows Falls. It will be followed by the movie
Out of Africa at the Bellows Falls Opera House at 7 p.m. 

One hundred percent of the proceeds after costs will go to benefit two orga-
nizations working to stem the unprecedented spike in illegal poaching of African
elephants for ivory. The price for both events is $30; for only the movie it is $7
at the door. There will be a silent auction of elephant art and African crafts at the
movie house as well as a raffle. 

The organizations benefitting are the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in
Nairobi, Kenya, and the Wildlife Conservation Society based at the Bronx Zoo.

To reserve tickets or for more information contact Amie Walter at
amie@amiedesign.com or 460-1046.
Tickets for the movie alone can be pur-
chased at the door. Go to the facebook
page Honor the Elephants after April 1
to view silent auction and raffle items.

Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Zumba Class - Basic Level 1 (B1)
Every Sunday from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute, beginning April 7.
Suggested minimum donation. 
Please call 376-5397 or e-mail
paulinebob@hotmail.com to register or for
more information.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees are now meeting on the second
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at the library.
They welcome visits from the public, but it
would be best to check times with Bev
Major at 387-5737 before coming.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by the Train Station in Bellows Falls

the third Friday of each month, through
March, 4 to 7 p.m., for our indoor Winter
Farmers Market. We are able to supply local
vegetables throughout the winter as well as
breads, cheeses, canned goods, meats, pre-
pared foods, crafts and more! For details
visit www.bffarmersmarket.com or call 
463-2018.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday at
10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always wel-
come! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a special
offering that goes to Our Place in Bellows
Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open and
Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno is the
pastor, and musicians are Jennifer Hed and
Margit Lilly.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday after-
noons, and people are welcome to drop by.
However, since "office hours" sometimes
means she's out visiting people in their
homes, it's a good idea to make an appoint-
ment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Grace Bible Fellowship Services
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.gbf4hisglory.com/.

Meetings

The Deadline for
the May 2014 Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is 
Wednesday, April 30.

Publish Date is 
Tuesday, May 6.
To Contact the

Westminster Gazette E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 6:30 p.m.
in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Monday, April 28 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Town Hall

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station.
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Safari Social to Benefit African Elephants

Check this Page in
Your Gazette for

the List of
Regular Events in
Your community
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Spaulding & Harris Tax Services
THE 2013 TAX FILING SEASON IS HERE!

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS: PURCHASED REAL
ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY, GONE THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN

MONEY OUT OF PENSION OR IRA PLANS? 

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXES? NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US. 

We are open year round to meet all of your tax preparation and
tax planning needs and we look forward to helping you. 

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule your appointment. 

Spaulding & Harris Tax Services
5111 US Route 5

Westminster Station, VT  05159

Several interesting and fun events have taken place lately at the Westminster
Institute. On March 8 there was an open mic night with various talented local
artists performing. 

Shown above left are Jacob Lawrence, Floyd Lawrence and Brian Bousquet.
These free events are held every month or two so keep watch for them in the
future. On March 18 a surprise 60th birthday celebration was held for Jon
Knickerbocker of Brattleboro shown, above right, with Pauline Wilson of
Westminster, who organized the event. About 60 friends and family attended.
The elaborate face painting was done by Linda Weiser.  In last month’s Gazette
there was an article about the mysterious gifts that have appeared at various
homes in the village. This photo is a clue in solving that mystery.

Last year on May 18 a 90th Birthday party was held for Phyllis Anderson and

about 75 friends and family were there.
The Institute is available for events like these and much more. If you have

questions about how to make a reservation for your own function you should
contact Janice Wojcik at 722-3030 or wojcik@myfairpoint.net.  

Some dates to set aside: On Saturday, April 12 there will be a scavenger hunt
at the Institute and on Sunday, May 18 there will be an open house celebration.
More details will follow in the May issue.

On Friday, April 11 at 7 p.m. there will be a karaoke night so bring your cam-
eras and have a good time watching your friends and neighbors putting their 
talent on display.

Things Are Jumping at the Westminster Institute
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Our Monthly Community Newspaper  April 2014 Vol. 10, No. 4

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

March Business of the Month:
The Chimney Doctor

Heating appliances must vent the products of combustion out of the structure
where you and your family eat sleep and breathe! For 28 years we have serviced,
repaired and swept chimneys to provide you with the peace of mind that comes
from knowing that your chimney is working correctly. 

We sell quality Regency woodstoves and the first completely non-electric
Wiseway Pellet Heater. 

If we can help you with a chimney or solid fuel heating solution give us a call.
If you are that rare individual who is looking for a career in the Chimney Sweep
trade we are actively looking for an apprentice/trainee. 

Our aim is to reduce the list of things you have to worry about! We have fun
doing what we do and are grateful for such a caring community in such a 
beautiful setting.

Sweep’s Luck to you All,
Ian Conway 

The Chimney Doctor

Support Your
Local Paper -
Imagine Your
Ad Here

“Your Farms, Your Garden, Your Table” Event to Benefit Parks Place
Do you care about strengthening our local communities and love good food?

If your answer is yes then plan on attending Parks Place’s 4th Annual Event
scheduled for Sunday, April 6 from 3 to 5 p.m. at Alyson’s Orchard in Walpole,
N.H. The silent auction preview starts at 2:30 p.m.  The theme of the event is,
“Your Farms, Your Garden, Your Table.”

Paul Harlow of Harlow Farms will discuss local and organic gardening, and
the importance of this both economically, environmentally and for health.
Harlow is a third generation local farmer. His 150 acre family farm in
Westminster produces vegetables, fruits and berries, poultry, eggs, beef, lamb
and pork.  A pioneer in Vermont organic gardening, in 1985 the farm was certi-
fied organic.

Jennifer Cayer Garvey, chef/owner of Strong Roots Catering and former
Executive Chef at the Inn at Weston and Windham Hill Inn, will conduct a food
demonstration and tasting.

Our 2014 sponsors are:  Cota & Cota, Durand Toyota Ford, Ed and Carolyn
Dinnany, Elizabeth McCormack, MJS Landscape, Savings Bank of Walpole,

Silver Forest, Sovernet Communications and Vermed, Inc.   
Businesses and individuals who gave at the supporter level include Orianna

Baez, Dr. Tim Johnson, the Grisczenkow Family, Miriam and Larry Lanata,
Lisai’s Chester Market, the Richards Group, SoLo Farm & Table, the
Springfield Co-op and Westminster Fit Body Bootcamp.

Admission to the event is by donation.  There will be refreshments (in addi-
tion to the tasting), along with a cash bar.  There will also be a silent auction of
just food-related items including gift certificates to the Old Town Farm Inn, the
Saxtons River Inn, Grafton Inn, Pizza Stone, Burdick’s, the Vermont Country
Store and Blake Hill Preserves.  

Donations in support of the event, and also food-related silent auction items,
are desired at this time. Please contact our offices at 463-9927 ext. 109 with
inquiries or to make a contribution.  Silent auction donations are a great way to
promote your business.  Donations in honor of food-related businesses and their
proprietors are being encouraged as a way to recognize what they do for the
community. Tributes will be notified, if desired.
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