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School is Busy All Summer Long

Children in Westminster can go to summer camp right here at home.  For five
weeks, from July 5 to August 5, kids keep their school skills sharp and have fun!
Every morning, from 8 a.m. to noon, children and tutors write, read, play math

games and do science projects.  In the afternoons, there are activities and games
related to weekly themes of water, animals, outdoors outer space and gardening.
Each Wednesday everyone goes swimming, and Fridays are field trip days.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) presented Darlene Kelly of
Windham & Windsor Housing Trust (WWHT) with a Gold Star Award in recogni-
tion of her customer service and dedication to helping Vermonters own safe and
affordable homes.  The agency presents the award to exemplary partners whose
work furthers USDA Rural Development’s mission to increase the quality of life in
Vermont’s communities. 
“Every day, Ms. Kelly works with families to overcome the hurdles that stand in

the way of owning a safe, decent and affordable home,” said USDA Rural
Development Vermont and New Hampshire State Director Ted Brady. “Her dedica-
tion to her clients and her outstanding working relationship with Rural
Development’s Housing Program staff make her well deserving of this award.”
Kelly, a Housing Councilor with WWHT, works with first time homebuyers to

navigate the challenges of preparing for homeownership.  She frequently partners
with USDA Rural Development to help her customers utilize Rural Development’s
Direct Home Loan program that offers zero down payment, low interest mortgages
to income eligible homebuyers. Over her 10 years with WWHT and its predeces-
sor, Kelly has demonstrated her dedication to helping Vermonters across the two
counties become homeowners.
“We are delighted that USDA Rural Development has honored Darlene with this

award as it affirms her commitment to helping Southeastern Vermonters attain sus-
tainable homeownership,” said Elizabeth Bridgewater, Director of Homeownership
for the Windham & Windsor Housing Trust.  “The energy she brings to helping each
client inspires both her co-workers and the new homeowners.”
Brady presented Kelly with the Gold Star Award at a Housing Assistance

Council training in Burlington that marked a deepening working relationship
between Vermont’s five Neighborworks Homeownership Centers and USDA Rural
Development.  The training occurred as USDA Rural Development increased the
income limits for Vermont households interested in utilizing its housing programs.
The change has significantly increased the number of Vermonters eligible for fed-
eral assistance through Rural Development’s home purchase and repair programs.

At right, Darlene Kelly accepts USDA Gold Star Award.

Westminster’s Darlene Kelly Honored With USDA Gold Star Award
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Kurn Hattin
Homes for Children
won third place in
the 2016 Red Sox
Foundation IMPACT
Awards (Inspiring
More Philanthropy
Across Charities
Together) for the
state of Vermont.
The Red Sox
Foundation's mission
is to serve the health,
education, recre-
ation, and social ser-
vice needs of chil-
dren, families and
veterans in need
across New England.
The IMPACT
Awards allow New
England Boston Red
Sox fans to vote for
the favorite non-
profit in their state
by casting online
votes. The three
charitable organiza-
tions with the most
votes in each state
received an IMPACT
Award from the Red
Sox Foundation. As
third place winner for the state of Vermont, Kurn Hattin Homes received a $2,000 charitable dona-
tion from the Red Sox Foundation, and four tickets to a 2016 Red Sox game.
Kurn Hattin offered the tickets to their staff members in a raffle, and Social Studies Teacher

Richard Long, in photo, was the lucky winner! “I am so grateful to all of the friends and supporters
who took the time to go online and vote for Kurn Hattin Homes.” 
Long, who attended with his wife and two
friends, had unexpected fabulous seats,
“My father took my brother and me to
see our first Red Sox game 52 years
ago against the same team, the
Minnesota Twins. The whole experi-
ence of sitting atop the Green Monster
was beyond words! After 35 years of
working at the Homes, I feel so
blessed!”
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE!

Note New Rates

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3

approx. 2.5”x3”
$275 a year

$30 for one month

Pages 4-7
approx. 3.5”x4”
$525 a year

$80 for one month

Page 8
approx. 1.5”x2.5”
$175 a year

No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Kurn Hattin Receives Impact Award
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Town Garage Recycling Facility: Because so much trash and illegal
dumping has and is happening at this facility, the Selectboard has agreed to
place cameras at the site to monitor the activity there. The cameras will be
placed so that license plates will be seen and the recycling containers will also
be covered. 
The fine for first time offenders is $250 and goes up from there depending

on the severity of the activity. Please take control of this privilege because
much more and we will lose our facility for good.  

August 9th Voting: Just another reminder that our voting venue has
changed for this State Primary vote. We will be voting in the Westminster
Center School’s Gymnasium. I have been assured that the Institute will be back
in service by fall for public events. Any questions about voting, please feel free
to call our Town Clerk at 722-4091.   

Absentee Ballots are available: The absentee ballots for the August 9th
State Primary Elections are at the Town Hall and available upon request.

Emergency Management & Reception Center: The Town of Westminster
and the Bellows Falls Union High School (BFUHS) have been the “Reception
Center” for Vermont Yankee (VY) for many years. The Town employees and
many volunteers from here and neighboring areas have been trained to receive
our neighbors from the south for any emergency that they might incur pertain-
ing to the VY facility. As we all know, the facility is closing and the need for
this service has lost its necessity for VY. Just recently, the need has arisen from

the Brattleboro Schools and Town for a “Reunification Center” for students and
their families that have been evacuated from the Brattleboro area because of
natural emergencies, transportation accidents, terrorism, hazardous chemical
spills and many more possible hazards. The Brattleboro “Emergency Response
Plan” had one of the VY’s buildings as their center for their children and with
the closing it is no longer available to them. 
Westminster and the BFUHS have been given the privilege to be named as

the new “Reunification Center” for the Brattleboro Schools and will be work-
ing with them to create a reciprocal agreement for the protection all of our kids.
The plan is a work in progress, but with the recent times that we are experi-
encing, all of the training and experience that Westminster has is becoming a
perfect fit. 
The reciprocal factor is that our school age children will have a place to go

(Brattleboro High School/Middle School) if it happens here, as well.
Brattleboro has many more resources than does Westminster, and brings to the
table a true sense of relief if the unmentionable should happen to one or all of
our schools. The agreement stems from the need to remove the school aged
kids to a place of safety and gives the opportunity, in a safe place, to get the
parents to be reunited with their kids as soon as possible after the hazards have
been minimized. I will keep you informed as information becomes available.   
As always, please feel free to call the Town Manager’s Office regarding

concerns, issues or comments.
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The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors did not meet in July, but we
did receive some memorial and honorary donations which are listed below. 
Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to

live with independence and dignity in the community.  Your support to this care-
giving organization is a way for all of us to take care of our friends. 
Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, volunteering

to deliver meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doctor appointments, work-
ing on a committee, making a contribution or attending a workshop may contact
Donna Dawson at 722-3607 or by e-mail at wecares@sover.net.Check us out on
the web@ www.westminstercares.org and like us on facebook
Programs & Services Provided in June:
Meals On Wheels:  In June, WC volunteers delivered meals five days a week

to 14 different people. In addition, two frozen entrees were delivered each
Friday to nine people on Fridays for weekend meals (18 total weekend meals).  
Transportation – During the month of June, 13 rides were provided by six

volunteers who drove seniors to medical appointments; the pharmacy, and car-
dio rehab appointments.
Nursing Program – During June, our community nurse made seven home

visits on behalf of four seniors for medication and pain management, blood pres-

sure checks, foot care and diabetes education. Isabelle saw an additional six
seniors at the monthly Blood Pressure Clinic at Senior Lunch.
Meetings Attended by Staff  in June – Attended two Healthy Aging groups.

Meetings held with our nurse, treasurer, board president. Also met with Gazette
Board and Garden Tour committee.
Programs in June – Two Secrets of Healthy Aging session, four Gentle Yoga

classes, 25 Strength Training classes, five Artist in Each of Us classes; three
Chair Yoga classes and one Senior Lunch.
Assistance and Referrals in June: Assisted clients with transportation

requests and information regarding Medicare application.  Made one home visit
to do two Meals on Wheels intakes.
Friendly Visiting – Volunteers made four friendly visits in June. 
Medical Equipment – In June we loaned out 8 pieces of equipment.  Three

pieces of equipment were returned to us and 2 new pieces were donated to us.  
Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone

wishing to remember or honor a loved one or friend.
Memorial and Honorary Donations for July 2016:
In honor of Hugh and Betty Haggerty from Joyce H. Miller
In honor of Judy Harrison’s birthday from Lee and Bruce MacDuffie

news from Westminster Cares

What’s Up at the Town Hall: Cameras at Town Garage Recycling

Westminster Cares Says ‘Thank You’ For a Successful Garden Tour

Westminster Cares held its 15th Annual Westminster Garden Tour on July
9th and 10th, 2016.  Despite gray, overcast skies and damp weather for much of
the weekend, garden lovers brought their umbrellas and the event was a success!
Over 300 people attended the tour; many were visitors from out of state.
Visitors enjoyed touring our town and strolling through the lovely gardens and
attending one of the anniversary tours and talks.  
Westminster Cares board members and Donna Dawson, director wish to

thank the many volunteers and sponsors who helped out, and all those who
attended the event. “It takes a village to organize a fundraising event like the
Garden Tour. Individuals, businesses and other organizations contribute their
time, labor, raffle prizes, equipment, services, food, ads and financial support.
Your continued support of this event allows Westminster Cares to provide pro-
grams and services for seniors and adults with disabilities in the community.”
Sincere appreciation goes to the hosts who opened their private gardens to

the public:  Gordon and Mary Hayward, Julie Moir Messervy, David and
Vanessa Stern.  Cyndy Fine of Genius Loci and Howie Prussack of High
Meadows Farm also gave walking tours and talks in their gardens/greenhouses.
This event would not be possible without their gardening talents and generosity.
The following contributors helped make the tour a success: 
• Sponsors: Durand Toyota/Ford, Mascoma Savings Bank, Chroma

Technology Corporation, Silver Forest of Vermont, Vermont Country Store,
Savings Bank of Walpole, Brattleboro Ford/Subaru, BurtCo. Inc., People’s
United Bank, and C& S Wholesale Grocers.
• Auction and Raffle prizes: David Stern, the Grafton Inn, Connie Sanderson,

Raine Kane/Rainey Day Leaves, Lori Larue, Mary Richardson, Darrell Ward,
Cyndy Fine/Genius Loci, Morning Star Perennials and the Phelps Barn Pub.
• Food and beverages:   Emma’s Market and Deli/Catering, Old Athens Farm

Black River Produce, BJ’s Club and Kurn Hattin Homes.
• Donations of equipment and services: Walpole Rent-A-Center, Best Septic,

Westminster Fire and Rescue, and Kurn Hattin Homes.
• Printing and graphics: C & S Wholesale Grocers for printing garden tour

materials, the local businesses who purchased ads in the program, and Amie
Walter of Amie Walter Design for design of all promotional materials.
• Music: Martha Mitchell, voice and guitar.
• Plant Sales and Flowers: MorningStar Perennials; Johnson’s Greenhouse,

Judy Petry, Raine Kane and Melinda Underwood.
Special thanks go to the volunteers and board members who served on the

garden tour committees and donated their energy, time and effort in planning
and executing the garden tour.  “It truly is a labor of love!” “A special shout-out
to the BF Community Bike Project and the Kurn Hattin smoothie-bike crew:
thank you for your energy and excellent customer service.”
Ben Madow of Westminster was the winner of the watercolor painting by

David Stern. The winners of the Raffle Prizes were:
Juliette Fleuriel; Nancy McAuliffe; Leslie Goldman; Margaret Bemis; Eliza

Sherrod; Jerry Bolton; John Smith; Hollis Ryea; Alma Beals; Seth Shedarowich;
Peter Friedman; M/M Wetherby.
Proceeds from the tour support the services and programs of Westminster

Cares, a volunteer organization whose purpose is to create opportunities for
seniors and disabled adults to live with independence and dignity in the 
community.
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings at 7
p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third Tuesday
of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month. Next associ-
ation meeting Aug. 2 at 7 p.m.                                                                             
The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third Monday

after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. A warning will be posted 48 hours prior to each
meeting.               
Number of calls in June: 29
Number of calls through July 26th: 30         
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 215      
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 30 
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for

their regular meeting July 5th with President Greg Holton presiding. There were
22 members present and 9 members excused. Currently there are 41 members of
the volunteer fire department.
Don Dawson made a presentation regarding the website and Facebook page

and agreed to manage both as a volunteer. Ben Masure and A.J. Cable have agreed
to work with Don. Mike Fawcett suggested we honor Zach Streeter for being a
player at the annual Shrine Game in August by purchasing an ad in the football
game brochure. Everyone agreed. 
CAUTION: DOING ANY KIND OF AN OUTSIDE BURN AS OF THIS

WRITING IS EXTREMELY DANDEROUS DUE TO THE LACK OF RAIN
CREATING VERY DRY CONDITIONS.

Community Picnic: Once again the fire department provided the food and
beverages for the annual picnic July 30th. Hotdogs, hamburgers, water, soda and
chips were enjoyed by many, all at no charge. 

Tips for sunscreen and insect repellent: [Because the mosquito season is at
its peak, we thought it made sense to repeat these tips] Apply sunscreen 30 min-
utes before going outside. Reapply every two hours. Unprotected skin starts turn-
ing red in 20 minutes. Insect repellent is handy to have and apply before going into
buggy areas- also bugs and mosquitoes like dusk, so just sitting outside can make

you a target. Always read and adhere to label directions and warnings to use prod-
ucts safely. Be aware of ticks and do a body check for ticks each night if you have
been in possible tick infested area

Firewood: It’s not too soon to be thinking about the next heating season. If you
burn wood, be sure the wood is properly cured. Unseasoned wood can cause cre-
osote which is very apt to plug up the chimney and cause a chimney fire. And the
chimney fire can lead to a partition fire and the home could be lost or severely
damaged. 
Have the chimney cleaned before starting a wood fire in the stove or furnace

and have it checked regularly throughout the heating season. 
Motorcycles:We have all noticed that there are more and more motorcycles

on the road each summer due in part to the price of gas and that it has become a
very enjoyable pastime for many. Motorcycles can be difficult to see as a part of
oncoming traffic and their distance is often difficult to judge. Give at least a dou-
ble look and even an exclusive look for the possibility of an oncoming motorcy-
cle when pulling out into traffic.
The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations throughout

the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend. 
Donations received : In memory of Reg Cote from Janice Wojcik 
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering

their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole
Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an
application. We would like to have additional volunteers from the Westminster
West area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle located in
Westminster West and more help is always welcome to utilize that equipment dur-
ing calls. 
As always, we would like to thank the members of the community for its con-

tinued support of the fire department.
Check us out on our website www.westminsterfireandrescue.org
The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently

from Westminster Fire District #3.
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Daylilies
by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist
Some of you, who follow my columns, may remember that I rented a

camp on a lake in Nelson and Stoddard in New Hampshire last August
where there are Common loons. I dragged a chair onto the deck, pulled
out my notes on daylilies and settled in to write. The lake was calm after
a weekend of people and boats. When a pair of loons and their almost
grown youngsters proceeded to spend the morning right in front of me,
all thoughts of a column on daylilies was quickly replaced by a column
on loons.
Now I’m thinking about daylilies again as my gardens are full of

them, in many different colors.  For the past three or four years, I have
planted more shrubs and am trying to get away from flowers that require
a lot of care.  Daylilies, daffodils, bee balm and phlox make up most of
my gardens.
When we think of daylilies, we usually start with the tiger lily which

is not a native wildflower and grows along the roadsides.  It has a 12
inch long stolon and does not set seeds.  It is difficult to dig out because
even a bit of root will start a new plant.  The early imports from England
arrived in the 17th century.  They had many names: orange daylily,
tawny daylily, ditch lily, railroad daylily, roadside daylily, outhouse lily
and wash house lily.  They were often used for erosion control and could
be invasive in some areas. Many people do not enjoy these but I do. I
have some mixed in with my other daylilies. They do not blossom as
long as the newer daylilies do that we favor. Stands of tiger lily often
mark the sits of old homesteads.   
Some of my daylilies are tetraploids which have four sets of chromo-

somes and are very large and showy. Most of the others are diploids
which have two sets of chromosomes. Since most daylily blossoms are
open for only one day, most are never pollinated. I have observed almost
no insects around them.
Daylilies are a favorite of many gardeners because they come in many

brilliant colors, tolerate heat and frost, last many years, require little
care, aren’t fussy about weather and are not troubled by disease and
pests. They like at least six hours of sun a day but will do well in partial
shade.
Daylilies are natives of Asia, primarily of China, Japan and Korea and

are not true lilies. Daylilies belong to the genus Hemerocallis. They are
perennials and grow in zones 3 to 10.  Their name means the flowers
usually last 24 hours. They open in the early morning and wither during
the following night, usually replaced by another blossom the following
day on the same scape (stalk). Each scape often has a dozen buds so the
plant blossoms for weeks. By planting a mix of early, middle and late
daylilies, you can extend the flowering season for most of the summer.
When planting new daylilies, remember the flowers will open to face

the sun.  I have two rows planted on the left side of my driveway, facing
the sun, which are very colorful. The row on the right side also faces the
sun but I am looking at their backside which isn’t as colorful. Many
instructions say do not cut off the seed pods after flowering because if
they are allowed to produce seeds, there will be fewer blossoms the fol-
lowing year. Also do not cut the foliage back because it weakens the

plant.  However, I have cut off seed pods after they dry and planted the
seeds in the late fall, transplanting them the next spring and have grown
a few. I also have cut the foliage down some years. No matter what you
do, it’s pretty hard to kill a daylily.
Most of the daylilies in my gardens I purchased from the Olallie

Daylily Garden in South Newfane. The owner, Chris Darrow has five
acres of daylilies open to the public and more in the fields nearby. His
grandfather, Dr. George Darrow, was an internationally known daylily
breeder.  He bred daylilies for 20 years and Chris has bred them for
another 20 years. Chris inherited hundreds from him and has grown over
two thousand kinds of daylilies, some named varieties and some with
numbers. It is a great place to enjoy his flowers but is almost impossible
to look and not buy.
My gardens are a blaze of color right now. The hot, dry weather hasn’t

hurt them. You are welcome to pull into my driveway and admire my
flowers.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

Daylilies
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

E-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com.
The answer and the winners are

announced in the next issue, page 3.

Books:  This summer, the Butterfield Library and Westminster Cares have
partnered to provide a new book delivery service – and invite you to indulge in
a good book! Even when you can’t get outside, reading brings the world to you.  
For Westminster seniors and residents who don’t drive, (or those who can’t

access the library), a phone call is all it takes to have books delivered to your
door.  Call our Librarian, Linda Fawcett to request a book or Linda can help you
with your book selection.
A Westminster Cares volunteer will deliver the books to you.  When finished,

another volunteer will pick them up.
Whether you enjoy novels, history, biographies, or learning new skills with a

“how-to” book, or books on CD, our library has something for everyone. Joseph
Addison said, “Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body”. 
To contact the library, call 722-4891 during open hours:
Monday 1-4pm; Tuesday & Thursday 1 to 7 p.m.
Music:  Yellow Barn Music School & Festival has made a generous “2 for 1”

ticket offer for Westminster seniors and their caregivers to attend a chamber
music concert in Putney, VT.  If you know of a senior resident (60+) who would
like to attend a concert, email info@yellowbarn.org or call (802) 387-6637 and
let them know that you heard about it through Westminster Cares. They are will-
ing to offer any assistance you might need getting into the building and saving
space for a wheelchair, etc.
August 1to 6 is the final week for the 2016 Summer Season so don’t delay!

Summer PLeasures: Books & Music

Mid-to-late summer is a perfect time to visit the local farmer's market for
some fresh, seasonal vegetables. "Farm to Family" Coupons are a great resource
to help qualified households access this nutritious produce for free at area farm-
ers’ markets. SEVCA has 164 coupon books worth $30 each to distribute to low-
income households, about 60 percent of which are designated for seniors (age 60
and up). At the start of the summer, it was not certain the state would make the
coupon books available this year, and, although we eventually received an allo-
cation, there was a significant reduction in the number of coupon books provid-
ed—about 32 percent fewer than last year.  
SEVCA is now distributing coupon books to eligible households on a first-

come, first-served basis. To qualify, a household’s income must be no more than
185% of the Federal Poverty Level, currently $2,457 per month for a family of
two, or $3,739 per month for a family of four. Interested households should
phone SEVCA at (800) 464-9951 to find out if they qualify. Unfortunately, walk-
ins cannot be accommodated. There are a limited number of coupon books avail-
able. Coupons must be redeemed by October 31. 

A rare look at the Civil War families in Grafton will be the focus of a special
presentation by Thomas E. Fontaine on Aug. 4 at 5 p.m. at the Brick Meeting
House  on upper Main Street in Grafton.
Speaking from the very location where, during the Civil War, some of the

meetings and discussions took place, Fontaine will discuss some of the revealing
facts about the town and its residents at this Grafton Historical Society sponsored
meeting.
During his research for a coming children’s historical novel, Fontaine found

many interesting facts about the lives of families in Grafton during the Civil War
period. Who were they and how did they participate in the war will be part of the
focus of his presentation Aug 4. and in his coming book.
The public, especially area families with children, are invited to attend the

presentation, which will immediately follow a short annual meeting of the
Grafton Historical Society. 
Fontaine first became interested in Grafton and its Civil War soldiers when he

taught at Grafton Elementary School in the late 1980s. During that time he wrote
a children’s novel for his students about a real person, Henry C. Spring, a 14 year
old boy who joined the Union Army to become a messenger boy. The Grafton
Historical Society is in the process of publishing this book, titled The Messenger
Boy of Grafton Vermont.
Fontaine is a science and math teacher at Kurn Hattin Homes in Westminster,

and has been working with the GHS to update and produce the book for children
at the 6th grade reading level and above. The society has contributed many of its
historical photos to help convey the life in Grafton. The book is expected to be
available for sale to the public in September. Elementary school teachers can
obtain a preview of the book’s content in August by contacting the Grafton
Historical Society,
For further information about the meeting and presentation contact the

Grafton Historical Society at grafhist@vermontel.net or 843-2584.  

Farm-To-Family Coupons

Westminster Teacher Discusses Civil War Families of Grafton

Westminster Wednesday Walkers continues to meet at the Park and Ride on the
Westminster Heights Rd. at 9am to begin our walks when weather permits. There
are lots of different options for our walks and maybe some hikes into interesting
places.  Most times the walk takes one hour to one and a half hours and we are back
by 10:45. Bring water, hat, walking stick, sunscreen and wear good sturdy shoes.
Jeff Michaud and Karen Walter have been the lead walkers for the past years and
can accommodate the walks to your ability.
If you would like more information please call Westminster Cares at 722-3607

and speak with Donna Dawson. She can answer any questions you might have.  
Don’t forget your water.
Join us for adventure, exercise and friendship. Sponsored by Westminster Cares. 

Westminster Wednesday Walkers

Tom Fontaine, author of the new children’s book, The
Messenger Boy of Grafton, Vermont, at the tombstone of
Henry C. Spring in the Village Cemetery in Grafton. 

Though not originating in Westminster, what is pictured above,
when did it operate, and what is its Westminster connection?

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VOTING
VENUE FOR THE AUGUST 9, 2016

STATE PRIMARY:

VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE
WESTMINSTER CENTER SCHOOL
FROM 8:00AM TO 7:00PM ON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. All skill
levels welcome. Contact Michael Daley for
more information at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Chair Yoga
Every Friday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the
First Congregational Church in
Westminster. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the library. They wel-
come visits from the public\. Contact Lisa
Cavanaugh at 387-4682.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by Hetty Green Park in Bellows Falls
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m., for our
Farmers Market. For details visit
www.bffarmersmarket.com.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship is at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday
at 10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always
welcome! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a spe-
cial offering that goes to Our Place in
Bellows Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open
and Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno
is the pastor, and musicians are Fred Gray
and Malcolm Toleno.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday
afternoons, and people are welcome to drop
by. However, since "office hours" some-
times means she's out visiting people in
their homes, it's a good idea to make an
appointment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Walpole Bible Church
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.walpolebiblechurch.org.

Walpole Unitarian Church 
Services are presented by Rev. Lisa

Mobayed M.Div. Worship services are at
10 a.m. Children's Religious Education
begins at 10 a.m. with the adults and
moves to Hastings House at 10:15.
Refreshments and conversation are held
after the service with the children includ-
ed. www.walpoleunitarian.org.

Meetings
Selectboard 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 1st Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board - No
Summer Meetings 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Westminster
Institute at 4:30 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Monday, August 29 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute

Westminster Institute Board will meet
on Tuesday, May 10 at 7 p.m. in the
Institute.
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The Deadline for
the September Issue of the 

Westminster Gazette is 
Wednesday, 
August 31

Publication Date is 
Tuesday, September 6

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette 

E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com

Mineral Expert Needed
The Westminster Historical Society has a large, old collection of minerals that

are not identified. Some are quite large, others are small. 
Would someone out there with the ability to identify these objects be willing

to donate a few hours at the museum to help us out? We do not know whether to
keep them or donate them to another organization. 
Any advice will be greatly appreciated. Call Alice Caggiano at 722-4324 to

offer your help and make an appointment. We thank you in advance for consid-
ering this request.
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SEVCA announced a special appeal to the public for donations to its housing
assistance fund, which is used to help homeless families and individuals obtain
housing and to keep those at risk of homelessness in their homes. SEVCA pro-
vides assistance with back rent, first month’s rent, security deposits, and utility
payments to end or prevent homelessness for 350 to 450 local households per year,
but existing funding falls far short of the need.
“Homelessness prevention and re-housing assistance are among our most crit-

ical services,” said SEVCA’s Executive Director, Stephen Geller “And SEVCA is
one of the few organizations in Windham and Windsor Counties that provide this
type of help to families and individuals in crisis. The budget counseling and fol-
low-up services we provide help ensure that those we support are able to stabilize
their lives and remain in their housing over the long-term.”
The following statistics demonstrate the extent of the problem and the factors

contributing to the homelessness crisis in this area:
* High housing costs are a major factor contributing to homelessness. Vermont

has the 7th most expensive housing among non-metro areas in the nation; and the
6th highest gap in the nation between what renters actually earn and the hourly
wage needed to rent affordably (National Low Income Housing Coalition, 2016).

* More than 1 in 5 renters and 1 in 10 homeowners in this area have “severe
housing cost burdens,” paying more than half their income toward housing
(Vermont Department of Housing and Community Development, 2015).    
* 68% of the 350 low-income households surveyed in SEVCA’s 2015

Community Assessment reported that they had a hard time paying their rent or
mortgage, and 40% said they were behind in their rent or mortgage payments, a
clear indication that they were at risk of homelessness.
* In rural Vermont (outside Chittenden County), the number of homeless peo-

ple increased by 73% between 2010 and 2015, while the number of homeless fam-
ilies with children increased by 168%! (HUD Point-in-Time survey, 2010-15)
* 230 people in Windham and Windsor Counties were homeless on a given

night in January, about a third of whom were children or young adults (HUD
Point-in-Time survey, 2016). About half of the households were homeless for the
first time, and about 20% were chronically homeless.

In response to the increasing incidence of homelessness over the past several
years, SEVCA sought additional resources to address the problem. Between 2011
and 2015, additional public and private funding raised by the organization result-
ed in a 70% increase in housing assistance provided. SEVCA aims to continue to
increase its fundraising efforts in this area to ensure the strongest possible local
response to ending homelessness.
“Funds raised through this appeal will be used exclusively to provide direct

assistance to households at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness,” said Pat
Burke, SEVCA’s Family Service Director. “These funds are especially important
because they will give us the flexibility to meet the complex needs of those who
might not qualify for help from some of
our more restrictive funding sources but
who are still in serious crisis.”

Those wishing to donate to this
appeal may send a check to SEVCA,
Attn: Housing Assistance Appeal, 91
Buck Drive, Westminster, VT 05158, or
donate electronically by clicking the
“Donate” button on SEVCA’s website,
www.sevca.org., and include a note that
your donation is for the Housing
Assistance Appeal. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Becky Himlin,
Director of Planning and Development,
at (802) 722-4575, ext. 163.
Last year, SEVCA served over

10,000 people in Windham and Windsor
counties through a range of programs

such as crisis fuel assistance, weatherization, home repair, business start-up and
support, job readiness and skills training, financial education, matched savings
and asset-building support, Head Start early childhood education, access to afford-
able health care, information and referral, and free clothing and household goods
through our “Good Buy” Thrift Stores.
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For more information about Rotary,
contact Alma Beals at

almabeals@gmail.com or 722-3355

SEVCA launches special appeal for housing assistance donations

Westminster West Community Fair - Saturday,  Sept. 10
The 27th annual Westminster West Community Fair will be held on Saturday

Sept. 10, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year the parade theme at 10:30 is “Book It to Westminster West,” hon-

oring the volunteers at the library. 
There will be the usual selection of entertainment and activities from the 5K

road race and kids fun run in the morning to the talent show in the afternoon.  In
between there is the fabulous chicken BBQ and the ever popular and exclusive
“Whack a Corn Cob.” You can browse through the selections in the silent auc-
tion. New this year will be a free old fashioned cider press. Bring your own
apples, get some kids to turn the crank.
If you want to participate in the community art show (in the sanctuary) con-

tact Toby Young at 387-4098. If you want to participate in the veggie contest
have your entry in the foyer before noon on day of fair. The four categories for
both youth and adults are: longest zucchini, biggest tomato, best flower arrange-
ment, and best vegetable sculpture. There will be other free activities for kids,
the bean bag toss, Madame Pia Fortune Telling, bicycle decorating before the
parade, and alas, for a small fee, face painting.
This year we will not be having a Golden Elephant Tag Sale. The town’s

insurance company thinks the Old Town Hall is unsafe so for the time being no
one is allowed to use the building. We cannot accept any tag sale items, but we
will be having the Silent Auction with its wide array of business and communi-
ty donations. If you have something to donate for the Silent Auction, bring it by
the week before the fair (6-8pm) or make an appointment for drop off with Nick

Keil, 387-4555, Tom Griffith 387-5694 or Laura Williams 387-5694.  
For questions, suggestions or to volunteer contact Nick Keil 387-4555 or

Betsy Williams 387-2765. 

Don’t 
Miss It!
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S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

August Business of the Month:
Eric Anderson, Attorney

An appointment with an
attorney does not have to seem
like an appointment with a den-
tist for a root canal.  Becoming
informed of your rights and
opportunities really isn't
painful and can usually result
in knowing that you have your
affairs in better shape than they
were before your conversation
with an experienced and sym-
pathetic lawyer.
I have been practicing law

for more than 40 years.  In that
time I have counseled many,
many people on domestic
issues, real estate questions and
estate plans, such as wills,
trusts, advance healthcare
issues and Medicaid.  Also, I try civil cases in court.
My office is in Brattleboro, but living in Westminster, I am happy to make

house calls. Call 802-722-3249 or 802-254-2345 or e-mail jeaesq@sover.net.
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Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Streeter L.L.C.
Licensed Electrician

PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

As a lifelong native of Vermont, with nearly 20 years experience as a Real
Estate agent, licensed in both Vermont and New Hampshire, I offer my cus-
tomers and clients a keen familiarity of the area and the local real estate market. 
I take pride in providing personalized service, catering to the individual

requirements of my clients and customers, along with a creative marketing
approach. Trained in representation of homebuyers, as well as sellers, I earned
my CBR designation (certified buyer representative) in 1996. 
Many people and services are required to bring a transaction to a successful

closing, including: mortgage brokers, engineers, building inspectors, insurance
agents, attorney’s and title companies. 
My years of working full-time in the field of Real Estate have gained me the

contacts and experience needed to guide my clients and customers through the
process. 
If you are considering selling or buying property, I would welcome the oppor-

tunity to be of assistance. (c) 802-380-1585 (w) 802-254-6400 ext.135 or e-mail
heidi.bernier@berkleyveller.com.

August Business of the Month:
Heidi Bernier, Realtor, CBR
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