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Compass School Plans Major Expansion

Candidates Sought in Westminster

The biggest capital construction project in Compass School's history is mov-
ing forward. The Town of Westminster Design Review Board issued the neces-
sary zoning permit on Nov. 12. 

Architect Charles Michal of Weller & Michal of Harrisville, NH has nearly
completed the plans that will enable construction companies to bid on the 
project. 

Weller & Michal have designed many buildings for educational institutions,
including the Alumni Center at Keene State, the Stonewall Farm Education
Center and a structure for the High Mowing School.

Other key partners include the US Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Office of Rural Development that is providing a low-interest loan and Hal
Wilkins, principal of Ramsey, McLaren, a well-regarded Westminster planning
and engineering firm. 

Hal has generously volunteered his time and expertise to serve as the clerk of
the works. In that role he will make sure that the construction is carried out to
Compass and USDA’s standards, as well as inspecting to confirm correct mate-
rials, workmanship and schedule. Groundbreaking will take place this spring.

Compass School enrolls 29 seventh to 12th graders from Westminster.

At right, Clerk of the Works Hal Wilkins and Compass School Director
Rick Gordon proudly display plans and permit for Compass School's new
addition.

Looking for ways to serve your community? Consider running for office! 
Elected officials with terms expiring March 4, 2014: 

Nomination Petitions will be ready for those who wish to run for town office
on Monday, Dec. 16. They may be picked up at the Town Clerk’s Office any
weekday between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., and must be returned to the Town Clerk’s
Office by 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 27, 2014 and contain at least 24 valid 
signatures. 

Anyone whose name does not appear on the voter checklist should register at
the Town Clerk’s Office. 

The last day to register to vote before Town Meeting is Wednesday, Feb. 26,
2014 at 5 p.m.

Congregational Church Hosts Chicken Supper

Above, three photos by Anne Collins of participants at the
recent Annual Chicken Pie Supper at the Westminster
Congregational Church.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE!

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3

approx. 2.5”x3”
$250 a year

$25 for one month

Pages 4-7
approx. 3.5”x4”
$500 a year

$75 for one month

Page 8
approx. 1.5”x2.5”
$150 a year

No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

Need Adobe Reader to open 
& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Last Month’s
Mystery
Photo

Wi-Fi available upon request

(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Have an
Interesting
Local Story
or Photo

You’d like to
share? 

Send it to :

Westminsternews
@gmail.com

Last month’s Mystery Photo was a
picture of the Gage Dam on the
Saxtons River in North Westminster
(often referred to as Gageville) and the
building in the background was part of
the Gage Basket buildings.

It was was correctly identified by
Bill O’Connor, Danny Lawrence,
Bernie Lawrence, Richard Morse,
Joanie Morse, Marty Collins, Mary
Brandt, Bob and Pat Haas and Maggie
and Don Nowers.

Dear Residents of Westminster:
Many Westminster citizens contribute their time, skills,

and effort to make this a great community. The Selectboard
would like to recognize one of these outstanding citizens as
“Westminster’s Citizen of the Year” at our next Town
Meeting. 

Is there someone you would like to nominate for this
award? If you know someone who has worked to make
Westminster a better community, please let us know. 

Simply send us a letter letting us know who you would
like to nominate along with a brief statement as to why you
feel they should be Westminster’s Citizen of the Year. 

Please send your nomination in a sealed envelope to:
Citizen of the Year NominationWestminster Town Hall

P.O. Box 147 Westminster, VT 05158
Nominations must be received by December 10, no later

than 4 P.M. 
All nominations will be held in the strictest confi-

dence. The honoree will be announcedduring Town
Meeting at BFUHS on March 1, 2014. Thank you.

Westminster Selectboard
Nathan Stoddard, Chair; Toby Young, Craig Allen,

Peter Barrett, and 
Paul Banik

NOMINATE WESTMINSTER’S 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
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Westminster Cares honored its 90-plus year-old residents at its annual meet-
ing November 3rd at the Westminster Central Fire Station. 

There are currently 21 Westminster people who are 90 plus years old. Ten of
them were in attendance for the event. They enjoyed talking with townspeople
and also lunch and cupcakes to celebrate their birthdays. 

To accompany Pete Harrison's talk about each 90 + year old, Don Dawson
created a slideshow of photographs from the lives of many of the 90-plus-year-
olds. Some were photos of their early years; many were photos of the houses in
Westminster where they lived in the past or currently live. 

Several towns’ people attended including Russ Hodgkins, our new town
manager and his wife Barbara. State Senator Jeannette White and State
Representative Mike Mrowicki were also in attendance. 

The following honored guests were present, from the youngest to the oldest:
Phyllis Anderson, Jack Keil, Barbara Keil, Doctor Ralph Buck, Dot Perry,
Arlene Reed, Evelyn Rhoades, Everett Reed, Artie Aiken and Dick Morse. 

Those unable to attend were: Shirley Kelton, Dennis Payne, Betty Holton,
Evelyn Aubuchont, Russell Blodgett, Amelia Zezima, Arlene Bates, Ralph
Atkins, Margaret DiFredo, Everett Garland and Louise Morse. 

In the list of 21, there are two that are 90, three are 91, six are 92, one is 93,
two are 94, one is 95, two are 97, one is 99 and three are 100. Two of the 100
year olds were present for the celebration. Also included in the mix are two 
couples. 

In addition to the party for the 90+ year olds, in order to commemorate the
25th anniversary of Westminster Cares, Karen Walter, one of the original

founders, gave a wonderful talk accompanied by a slide show, highlighting sev-
eral activities both past and present. The slide show contained really nice pho-
tos of some of the volunteers who gave their time over the years and helped
make Westminster Cares the caring organization it is today.

As in customary during each annual meeting, officers for the coming year
were elected. For 2014 the following will serve: Pete Harrison, president, Susan
Harlow, co-vice president, Kathy Elliot, co-vice president, Regina Borden, sec-
retary and Miriam Lanata, treasurer. 

Connie Sanderson will continue as a board member. Other board members
are: Heidi Anderson, Barbara Carey, Don Dawson, and Sally Rhea. Karen
Walter and Phyllis Anderson are board members emeritus. 

President Connie Sanderson thanked outgoing board members Nan
Blanchard and Susan Clifford for serving on the board.

November Memorial Donations: In memory of my sister, Helen Cray, from
Paulie Kissell

In memory of Brad Ryea and in honor of Sally and Hollis Ryea from Debbie,
Alex and Jesse Bump

Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone
wishing to honor or remember a loved one or friend. Westminster Cares is a non-
profit organization that creates opportunities for seniors and adults with disabil-
ities to live with independence and dignity in the community. 

For more information, call Westminster Cares at 722-3607, email
wecares@sover.net or go to www.westminstercares.org

news from Westminster Cares

For the second year running, the
Kurn Hattin Children’s Select Choir has
been invited to join Grammy-winning
fiddler Natalie MacMaster on stage for
her “Christmas in Cape Breton” con-
cert. Kurn Hattin Music Director Lisa
Bianconi has chosen 26 out of the 64-
member advanced choir to perform in
the concert, which takes place at the
Latchis Theater in downtown
Brattleboro, Vermont on Friday, Dec. 6
at 7:30 p.m.

Last year, concert producer and
filmmaker Jay Craven of Kingdom
County Productions selected Kurn
Hattin’s choir to perform several songs
with MacMaster at the Bellows Falls
Opera House. 

In preparation for the upcoming per-
formance at the Latchis, MacMaster's staff contacted Kurn Hattin Homes direct-
ly to request an encore appearance from the children. 

Craven, who is producing the Latchis show commented, “During this holi-
day season, the addition of the Kurn Hattin children reminds us of the artistic
riches available in our own communities, the vitality of young people, and the
importance of helping others.”

The Kurn Hattin Children's Choir will also provide the musical backdrop for
this year's Governor's Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Vermont State
House. The ceremony takes place Thursday, Dec, 4 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
State House building steps in Montpelier. The tree lighting will be followed by
a reception in the State House foyer.

2013 has been a banner year for the Kurn Hattin music program. In addition
to these accolades, the Select Choir won Top Performer in the gospel category
in public television member station WGBY’s “Together in Song” choral com-
petition. 

Music Director Lisa Bianconi is currently one of 25 semifinalists, selected
from 30,000 nominations, for the first-ever Grammy Music Educator’s Award.
The ten finalists will be announced on December 6.

Tickets for Natalie MacMaster’s “Christmas in Cape Breton” are available
by phone at 888-757-5559 (tel:888-757-5559) ; online at KingdomCounty.org.

The Natalie MacMaster concert is presented by Kingdom County
Productions and Marlboro College with generous sponsorship support from the
Brattleboro Savings and Loan, Brattleboro Retreat, Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Vermont, Community National Bank, and Phil and Marcia Steckler. Additional
support is also provided by the Vermont Arts Council.

Established in 1894, Kurn Hattin Homes for Children in Westminster,
Vermont is a charitable home and school for boys and girls, ages 6-15, who are
affected by tragedy, social or economic hardship, or other disruption in family
life. Its mission: Kurn Hattin transforms the lives of children and their families
forever. www.kurnhattin.org.

Kurn Hattin Chorus Performs with Natalie MacMaster Dec. 6

Natalie MacMaster, far right, with Kurn Hattin Choir at Bellows Falls Opera House in 
November 2012

A few decades ago, Dorothy Bush,
then a Grafton resident, was asked if
she could make something out of Bob
Barrett’s mound of old silk ties. As
Dorothy tells it, “Ginnie, Bob’s wife,
wanted to get rid of them, so he asked
me to make something out of them.” 

The result was that Dorothy made
them into a unique multi-colored quilt,
which was recently donated to the
Grafton Historical Society’s museum
by the Barrett family. 

“I had never made a quilt before, so
it was a new experience for me.”

Dorothy, now in her nineties, lives
at Valley Cares in Townshend. And the
quilt will be on display at the Grafton
museum on Main St. this year.

In photo, Dorothy Bush, far left,
and the Barrett children, from left,
Lynn, Randy and Russ.

Grafton Historical society Accepts Barrett Quilt 
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their month-
ly meetings at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a
combined drill on the third Tuesday of every month. Rescue train-
ing is the second Tuesday of the month.  

Next association meeting is Dec. 3 at 7 p.m.  
The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and

third Monday after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
December Prudential meetings: 9th and 23th  
Number of calls in October: 40      
Number of calls through November 27: 28
Number of calls calendar year to date: 282        
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 160
Associat ion Meet ing:  The Westminster  Fire  and Rescue

Association met for their regular meeting November 5 with
President Greg Holton presiding. There were 17 members present
and 9 members excused. Currently there are 39 members of the
volunteer fire department. 

A new updated member list has been completed and is hanging
in the hallway entrance to the fire house. Thanks to Kevin
Woolbert of KGSigns for a very impressive looking chart. Another
chart containing the names of all those who have given money
toward the Studebaker Fire Engine purchase and restoration will
be completed and displayed soon. 

Extension cord safety: Extension cords are meant for tempo-
rary use only.Overloading an extension cord or leaving one con-
nected for too long could causethem to overheat and start a fire.

Christmas Trees: Be sure to keep your Christmas tree watered
so it won’t become dry and be a fire hazard. Always keep the tree
away from open fires and heating appliances. Thin Ice: Be careful
when using ponds and lakes for skating. The ice will be very thin
at first and unsafe for skating or walking. Be very sure of the
thickness before venturing out. Inform and educate your children
often about the dangers. 

Be on the look out for slippery walking in general. Injuries
from falling can take a long time toheal, especially for the elder-
ly. 

Preparing vehicles for winter: In order to be ready for driving
during snowy conditions, 4 snow tires are the best and securest
way to go, even if you car is not 4 wheel drive. Extra washer fluid,
a full tank of gas in case you get held up or stranded, a small shov-
el and a flashlight are some of the ideas for preparedness. 

Lifeline: The holidays are upon us and it is a time when many
people travel. If you have a LifeLine or a LifeLine type system in
your home, it is a good idea to contact the provider to let them
know if you are going to be away from home. There should be a
telephone number listed for contacting them. 

If there is an accidental trip of the alarm the provider will know
if the residence is unoccupied or not. This will save the respond-
ing agencies from going out for a false alarm.

Luminaries: The Fire House will be made available again this
year for the annual Christmas Eve luminary display preparations.
Many local volunteers gather at the Fire House to put the sand and
candles in bags and set them out on Rt. 5, Grout Ave.and School
St. The display attracts the attention of many people both locally
and out of town. A huge thanks in advance goes out those who are
involved with the set up and clean up. This is a very special occa-
sion for Westminster and many look forward to it.  

Three years ago, the event was featured in Yankee Magazine
and the Westminster Church 2012 birthday calendar pictured that
year ’s display. 

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes dona-
tions throughoutthe year from anyone wishing to remember a
loved one or a friend. 

Donation received in November: An American Flag from David
Willard, A Vermont State Flag from Doug Fry. Donation from
Francis Spaulding 

Donations given in November: Flower arrangement to a mem-
ber ’s mother who was hospitalized

We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in
volunteering their time to help the community in a time of need,
please contact Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the
Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an application. We
would like to have additional volunteers from the Westminster
West area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle
located in Westminster West and more help is needed to utilize
that equipment during calls. 

As always, we would like to thank the community for its con-
tinued support of the fire department.

Check us  out  on our  Web s i te
www.westminsterfireandrescue.org.

The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates
independently from Westminster Fire District #3.
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Time for Thanks and Giving This Holiday Season
by Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

Winter holidays are perhaps celebrated a lit t le more joyfully
than most other holidays, mostly for which the holidays stand, but
also because there is a lot of food and cheer which is expressed as
well.  

Generations ago, i t  was considered important to celebrate
nationally as well as in the home. Sarah Josepha Hale was an
American magazine editor and author to the popular nursery
rhyme “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” She was also the one who per-
suaded Abraham Lincoln to declare Thanksgiving as a national
holiday. 

President Lincoln issued a “Thanksgiving Proclamation” in
October of 1863 of which the last Thursday in November would be
celebrated nat ional ly  as  “Thanksgiving Day.”  And a l though
Christmas was celebrated in many ways since the birth of Christ,
i t  did not become a nationally recognized holiday until  1870 as
declared by President Ulysses S. Grant,  even though the State of
Alabama had been celebrating this day for many years prior in
1836. 

The same bill  that recognized Christmas was also the one that
determined the first day of January would be a holiday as well as
the 4th of July.

Both Thanksgiving and Christmas are a time for great foods
and special treats,  but did you know that many flowers are also
edible? Many “nouveau” restaurants have featured appetizers and
desserts with edible flowers for years in an attempt to make their
plates look unique, but our ancestors in the mid-1600’s to the mid-
1800’s often incorporated flowers in simple salads or to decorate
cakes during festival times such as Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Easter.  

There are over 60 varieties of the amaranth plant of which
every part is edible and its flame-bright red and orange blossoms
are very popular for late fall  and early winter foods. Most herbs
produce flowers that are completely edible like anise, basil ,
chives ,  d i l l ,  lavender,  mint ,  rosemary sage and savory,  

to name a few.
Other edible flowers that are also used decoratively include bee

balm, corn flower (not to be confused with corn), gladiolus,
marigold, orchids, pansy, sunflower and some varieties of squash
.Please be careful,  however, as not all  flower blossoms are edible.
In fact,  some are downright deadly including foxglove, li ly-of-
the-valley, nightshade, rhododendron, and wisteria.  Always check
first with any reliable source before consuming anything which
was not  meant  to  be  grown di rec t ly  for  the  purpose  of  
consumption. 

Also know that while some varieties of a plant may be edible,
other varieties of the same plant may not be, and while some parts
of one plant are okay to consume, such as petals,  other parts may
not be, including stamens, seeds or roots.

The petals of flowers are most usually hand-picked and either
blended with salad greens or,  as in the case of many herbs, the
entire stalk with tiny flowers can be used for edible decorations.
Turkey stuffing, dressing and glazes are often fixed with the flow-
ers and/or petals of sage, rosemary, thyme, or savory. 

Some cranberry recipes call  for mint flowers, chicken or beef
stock soups can be “prettied-up” with cornflowers, and if your
vegetable is artichoke, broccoli or cauliflower, guess what part
you consumed? Chamomile, passion flowers and snapdragons are
often found floating in your favorite beverage. Pansies or violets
are a favorite for cakes, and the bright yellow and deep orange
petals of the squash, if  you have any still  blossoming, are very
decorative in a green salad.

Whatever your traditions for this holiday season, please be safe
and joyous! 

Would you like more information concerning edible flowers?
The Master Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all
your needs. Call their Helpline toll-free at 800-639-2230, send
quest ions by e-mail  to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visi t
www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for extensive information.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

Happy Holidays from the Westminster Gazette!
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

You may e-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com or 
blynde@westminstervt.org  or phone Babs Lynde at 722-9516.

The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.
Last Month’s Answer: On Page 3. 

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop by the town office and
see Babs Lynde. 

We are looking for more mystery pictures. Have any?

Where was this picture taken of what fledgling business and
what had this building been used for previously?

For more than 20 years Westminster has celebrated the holidays with more
than 1,000 luminarias shining along Route 5 on Christmas Eve. This wonderful
tradition, set up wholly by volunteers, bathes our community in a warm glow that
feels almost tactile. 

As if in a picture postcard, for just a few moments, you can imagine what it
might have been like to walk the streets of Westminster long ago. The lighting
begins on Christmas Eve and can be enjoyed as the daylight fades. 

If you’ve never had the simple pleasure of this lovely tradition, please mark
your calendars. Invite a neighbor, possibly someone who can’t drive to Main
Street or a senior who doesn’t have the capability of getting there. 

Adults could invite a young person and share this tradition with them. Bring
a thermos of hot cocoa and see if you can find that child-like sense of wonder as
you stroll down our streets. 

If you’d like to volunteer, all are welcome:
Plan on meeting at the Westminster Firehouse at 6 p.m., Monday, December

23rd and help fill the luminary bags with sand. 
Set up – Firehouse, Tuesday, December 24th, at 9 a.m. to set out the lumi-

narias. 
Lighting –Firehouse Tuesday, December 24th at 3 p.m. for lighting, 
Clean up – Firehouse 7 a.m. Wednesday, December 25th
If you’d like to make a donation, send a check to:
Diane Bazin, PO Box 12 Westminster, VT 05158
These types of moments are harder to come by as winter settles in around us.

But that doesn’t mean there aren’t community events out there. 
The Westminster Activities Committee hosts a coffeehouse at the Institute,

complete with coffee, cocoa, cider, and good company; it’s a great way to shake
off the cold and enjoy some local music. The next coffeehouse will be held in
January but, as of this writing, no date is available.

On December 14 there will be a Christmas Craft Workshop for children at the
Westminster Fire House from 9:30 to 11 a.m. More information will be posted
soon. 

It’s a wonderful time of year to participate in the town’s traditions; ask a
neighbor, a friend, or a homebound senior to join you and celebrate the season!

Luminarias and Other Events…
the Holidays are Here

Holiday Gifts to Support
Peruvian Artisans

During late October Teresa Savel had the privilege to support a social initia-
tive in the Andes Mountains of Peru.  The Project known as 'El Proyecto Social
Q'ewar' provides a healthy working community for a small group of women and
a few men.  

These individuals make a beautifully hand crafted doll using natural fibers.
Women from the high mountains clean and spin the alpaca fiber that is used for
the stuffing of the dolls, their hair, and the beautifully knit doll sized cardigans,
dresses, hats, and booties. 

Their work is exceptional, heirloom quality, and in addition sturdy and able
to withstand years of love from any young boy or girl. Adults are also captivat-
ed and delighted by the work of these artisans. Teresa was asked to work in the
early childhood initiative of the project where she supported new teachers,  con-
ducted child studies and  parents meetings, discussing healthy development for
the children there. 

Many of the children's mothers work at the initiative during the hours their
children are at the nursery and kindergarten. These programs are free for the
workers. There are many tales to tell and the work continues.  

Teresa has brought back many of the beautiful dolls made by these new
friends and is selling them to continue to support the livelihood of these hard
working people and their families. All proceeds from the dolls go directly back
to support the work of the project.  

Due to these sales, 45 percent of the women now have homes (one bedroom
with dirt floors) with bathrooms.  

Examples of these amazing dolls can be viewed online at Q'ewar Dolls.
Teresa has tiny dolls perfect for Hannukah, stocking stuffers, gifts to let friends
know you care, up to 14" dolls.  Dark and light skinned, boy and girl varieties,
as well as incredibly fine hand knitted doll clothing.  

Help Teresa help the world in this small Andean town by purchasing a doll.
To  find out more contact Teresa at teresasavel@yahoo.com or telephone 380-
4790. Arrangements can be made to see the dolls by contacting Teresa.

Looking for that special gift for that hard to buy for someone in the family?
The Westminster Historical Society has lots of options for you to think about for
the upcoming holiday season. 

Books especially make a great gift and can be purchased at the Town Hall,
Butterfield Library or by calling me, Lisa Calchera at 722-9790. All proceeds go
to the Society and would be used to a help preserve the history of our town. 

Westminster, Vermont Township Number 1 and Revolutionary Westminster
from Massacre to Statehood are the latest releases around Bellows Falls
Rockingham, Westminster and Saxtons River and includes pictures of our town. 

Fannie Grout’s Journal, Westminster, Vermont 1855-1856 is a fun look into
Fannie’s everyday life. Vignettes of Westminster, Vermont was written by Frank
Miller and his sister Bertha Miller Collins. 

Also we have special cancellation, limited edition postcards, notecards for
those who still like to write letters the “old fashion way.” 

Know someone who collects cobalt blue glass? The Society has wonderful
Pairpoint lead crystal Vermont Bicentennial Cup Plates that look beautiful when
the light shines through them. 

Perhaps you may think of buying that someone an annual membership?
Prices are very reasonable so we hope you will keep us in mind for the coming
Holiday Season. Thank you and hope you make some wonderful memories this
Holiday Season.

Holiday Gifts at the Historical Society

The Current Celebrates 
10th Anniversary

By Sophie Guerrina
Happy anniversary to The Current!  On November 1st, The Current trans-

portation system will be celebrating its 10 year anniversary.  Every day for the
past 10 years, The Current bus has provided an easy way to travel between the
towns of Bellows Falls, Springfield, Brattleboro and Hinsdale. 

It’s only a dollar a ride, but if you are a frequent rider, they have a great token
system that helps you to save money and the environment. By using tokens, it
cuts down on the paper waste, and  provides riders a discounted price on fares.   

For many students at The Compass School, The Current has been a great
transportation system for getting to and from school. Since Compass is an inde-
pendent school, we are able to coordinate several options for transportation. 

The Current is helpful, as some of the students live up to an hour away, and
they have had a hard time getting to school everyday. The bus also stops after
school to bring students home. Many students take advantage of this opportuni-
ty to take classes in another town without having to worry about getting a ride
everyday.  

Not only does The Current have busses that travel throughout this rural area,
but a helpful dial-a-ride program. This program allows you to call ahead to
arrange a ride from one place to another. If you are unable to drive, with just a
couple days notice, one of the wonderful volunteers at The Current will come to
drive for you.   

The Current is also a way to help our environment by conserving energy. If
we start riding The Current, and have one bus on the road instead of 20 cars, our
environment will be a healthier place.  

The Current is working hard to live their motto of “provide the ride” for
everyone, and we look forward to another ten years of The Current “providing
the ride.”
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays & Thursdays at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster
from 9 to 10 a.m. or at the Westminster West
Church from 6 to 7 p.m. Call Westminster
Cares  for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Zumba Class - Basic Level 1 (B1)
Every Sunday from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute, beginning April 7.
Suggested minimum donation. 
Please call 376-5397 or e-mail
paulinebob@hotmail.com to register or for
more information.

Let’s Dance
October 6 and October 20 3-4 pm at the
Westminster Institute. Free form dance and
movement. No charge.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees are now meeting on the second
Monday of the month at 7 P.M. at the
library.  They welcome visits from the pub-
lic, but it would be best to check times with
Bev Major at 387-5737 before coming.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday at
10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always wel-
come! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a special
offering that goes to Our Place in Bellows
Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open and
Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno is the
pastor, and musicians are Jennifer Hed and
Margit Lilly.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday after-
noons, and people are welcome to drop by.
However, since "office hours" sometimes
means she's out visiting people in their
homes, it's a good idea to make an appoint-
ment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Grace Bible Fellowship Services
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.gbf4hisglory.com/.

Meetings

The Deadline for
the January 2014 Issue of the 

Westminster Gazette is Wednesday, 
January 1.

Publish Date is Tuesday, 
January 7.

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette E-mail:

westminsternews
@gmail.com

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. in
the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Monday, Nov. 25 at 4:30 p.m.

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station.
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Want to share some
local history, or remi-
nisce about some of our
town’s people? The
Gazette is looking for

Vermont Bee Offers Students 
Opportunity to Sharpen Brain

The Vermont Brain Bee – a day-long event devoted to knowledge about neu-
roscience – seeks bright and motivated students from all over Vermont to partic-
ipate in the 2014 Brain Bee, which takes place on Feb. 8 at the University of
Vermont in Burlington. The event is open to individuals or groups of students in
grades 9-12 from public and private schools, as well as home-schoolers.

To prepare, students brush up on facts related to human brain structure and
function and then come to the Bee and participate in a written, practical and oral
competition and attend noteworthy activities, including: a keynote address fea-
turing Dr. Michael Cannizzarro, who will speak on monitoring brain signals dur-
ing communication; Psychiatry Fellows conducting mock patient diagnoses of
neural disorders; and hearing from a neuroscience graduate and undergraduate
student panel. The half day-long event joins together students from across
Vermont for an opportunity to represent the state in the U.S. National Brain Bee
in Baltimore, Maryland in mid-March. 

The goal of the Vermont Brain Bee is to create excitement for learning about
the fabulous brain.  For details about past Vermont Brain Bees, e-mail vermont-
brainbee@gmail.com .
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Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

DID YOU FILE AN EXTENSION AND NEED TO DO YOUR 2012 TAX
RETURN? DO YOU NEED TO FILE RETURNS FOR PRIOR YEARS? 

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS: PURCHASED REAL
ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY, GONE THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN

MONEY OUT OF PENSION OR IRA PLANS? 

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXES? NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US. 

We are open year round to meet all of your tax preparation and
tax planning needs and we look forward to helping you. 

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule your appointment. 

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services
5111 US Route 5

Westminster Station, VT  05159

Some of you who attend the Bellows Falls Rotary Club fundraisers, such as
our annual Penny Sale, our Spaghetti Dinner, and the Connecticut River Paddle
Battle, often wonder where the raised money really goes.  We award graduates
scholarships and do all we can to give back to the community.  

On October 26th Rotarians from the Bellows Falls Rotary Club decided to
save Parks Place Community Resource Center the $5000 they budgeted for a
new wheelchair ramp.  Parks Place Community Resource Center gives so much
to the community by way of parenting classes, economic services/Reach Up pro-
grams which assists with training, education and employment counseling for par-
ents and so much more.  It was time for someone to give back. So, the Bellows
Falls Rotary Club decided that we would take some of the money we raise dur-
ing our fundraisers and purchase the supplies and build the ramp on our own.  

With the generosity of Lavalley Building Supplies of Walpole, NH, who
offered the Rotary Club a discounted cost of materials for this project, we were
able to build the wheelchair ramp for just under $1500. The Bellows Falls Rotary
Club has some amazingly talented and very capable people who in one entire
day, put in the new ramp.  

So, if you ever wonder if we really do give back to the community, please
stop by Parks Place Community Resource Center to see what we can do!  

Area Rotary Provides Ramp for
Parks Place KH Essay Winners

On the evening of Saturday, Nov. 23, the Brattleboro VFW
Post 1034 recognized the winners of the annual Patriots' Pen
Essay Contest at dinner. All three top winners were students
from Kurn Hattin Homes for Children, who won awards for
their essays on the theme of "What Patriotism Means to Me."
From left, 1st Place winner Shelby Taylor; 2nd Place winner
Hailey Bliven; and 3rd Place winner Breanna Holmes.
Shelby's essay will now be entered into the VFW district
competition.

Thank You from the Ryea Family
To all, friends, neighbors and everyone who stood by our family during this

emotional period with the loss of our beloved Brad. Thank you to all who gave
a donation to Westmisnter Cares, the Westminter Fire Station and Kurn hattin
Homes.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude from the whole Ryea family
for your physical presence, phone calls, food, cards and flowers. Thank you.

The Ryea Family

The AARP Driver Safety Course has been upgraded and is now called the
Smart Driver course with a new and improved curriculum. It is research based
best driving practices in relation to our aging drivers and our ever changing dri-
ving environment. 

It is a good refresher for all drivers over 50 and may help reduce insurance
premiums with some companies. 

A Smart Driver course will be held at the Westminster fire house on Grout
Ave. in Westminster on Wednesday, Dec. 18 from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. with Dick
Miller as instructor. 

The fee for AARP members is $15 and non-members is $20. The maximum
class size is 10. To register for the course call Westminster Cares at 722-3607.  

AARP Smart Driver Course Offered

2014 Dog Licenses will be available in the Town Clerk’s Office beginning
Monday, Dec. 16.

Stop by the Town Clerk’s Office and purchase a gift certificate for that spe-
cial person – a Vermont Hunting & Fishing License or 2014 Dog Tag!

And just a reminder that dog registrations need to be done by April 1, and
property taxes are due in February.

Dog Licenses, Hunting License gifts
and Taxes - A Few Reminders
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December Business of the Month:
Best Septic

Best Septic would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays. 
We would like to thank everybody for their support throughout this past year.

In the past year our employees have been doing many educational classes and
will continue to plan on learning more ways to make your septic function 
properly.

Jeff and Lisa would like to thank you for all the cards and phone calls 
during and after his recovery. 

Jeff says he thinks he is better than the tin man from the Wizard of Oz
because he got a new heart!

At this time we would like to welcome Rachel Comtois to our family busi-
ness. We are very excited to have her aboard; she has been attending college and
taking classes to add to our business. 

Best Septic would like to remind you to have your filters cleaned. You should
also run your washing machine on cold or run hot water down your sink to help
keep the pipes clean of debris so it won’t freeze. 

Regular pumping will help keep your septic functioning properly and keep it
from freezing.

We will be fully staffed all winter, so if you have frozen pipes or other septic
issues, you are welcome to call anytime. We will still be running portable toilets
all winter. If you need one for a wedding or construction site give us a call.

Big or small, we will pump it all! Give us a call at 463-9444 or e-mail us at
bestseptic@gmail.com. We look forward to your call!

It has been a great year for Ruggiero Trash Removal. We have expanded our
services as well as our business thanks to our great customers.

Our new and exciting expansion is our processing facility in Walpole, NH
which enables us to continue our fantastic trash service that has been our spe-
cialty for over 20+ years, and also allows us to expand our recycling services as
well. 

We provide containers ranging from 2 to 30 yards, which are available for
recycling of paper, plastic, cardboard, masonry, wood, and metal. We also have
containers ranging from 2 to 30 yard for trash that we can service daily, weekly,
bi-weekly, or monthly. There is curbside service offered as well. 

Ruggiero Trash Removal is a local family owned and operated company
located and servicing the Southern Vermont and New Hampshire area. We come
from the same community and understand the economy like everyone. 

There are no hidden fees, diesel sur-charge, rental fees, or anything else that
can catch you off guard with our service. The community has always been loyal
and straightforward to us, so we like to return the courtesy. 

There is no job to big and no job to small for Ruggiero Trash Removal. So
remember if you need to chuck it, we truck it. 

Call 869-2235 to talk directly to one of our friendly and courteous staff.

December Business of the Month:
Ruggiero Trash Removal
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