
Dear Artie,

On Veterans Day Nov. 11, over a
hundred townspeople, the Kurn Hattin
Choir and the American Legion Color
Guard gathered to rededicate the
World War II Memorial Plaque at the
Westminster Institute. This was a
wonderful event and it happened
because of you. 
You had an idea and you made it

happen. Thanks to you, there’s a new
memorial and a beautiful flagpole that
honors all those soldiers who served
our country at a time of great need. 
They fought and served so our

town and all towns everywhere could

be free. At 102 years of age, your pas-
sion and tenacity to make this event
happen taught us what it means to be
a leader. You presented your idea to
the Westminster Institute board, you
found support from others to help
with the details and you led the
fundraising charge by contributing
$50 to the cause. It was a remarkable
event that gathered all of us together
as a community and it was a wonder-
ful tribute to the veterans who served.
One of the readings that was done

that day was a quote by President
Harry Truman and it said:
"OUR DEBT TO THE HEROIC

MEN AND VALIANT WOMEN IN
THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY
CAN NEVER BE REPAID. THEY
HAVE EARNED OUR UNDYING
GRATITUDE. AMERICA WILL
NEVER FORGET THEIR SACRI-
FICES.” 
Your efforts helped to rekindle the

thoughts of President Truman. You
made us pause to once again show our
gratitude for their sacrifices. On
behalf of the entire community, we
thank you!

Sincerely,
Your friends and neighbors in

Westminster

Also Thank You to:
Westminster Institute
Dascomb Fund
Richman / Streeter–Military Flag

Fund
Kevin Hughes Family
Kurn Hattin Choir
American Legion
Chris & Malcolm Potter
Greg Holton / Jim Grout
Dave Smith / Pete Harrision / Mike

Fawcett

Note: If anyone has any video
taken of the rededication ceremony
please contact Greg Holton 722-3525
or Jim Grout 722-4312.
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Westminster Cares Celebrates Aging

Thank You, Artie Aiken - World War II Memorial Rededicated

Mary Brandt with Charlotte Kurkul, (one of the honored guests), at Westminster Cares’
Celebration of Aging event. Photo by Lori Larue.

Above, Artie Aiken speaks at the rededication of the new World
War II Memorial Plaque, and above right, Artie at center with the
new plaque.

Dec 2015 WG_Westminster Gazette  11/30/2015  4:34 PM  Page 1



An important part of deciding which
college to go to learning about them and
a great way to get more information
about colleges is to visit them in person.
That's why Compass takes its students
out every year to visit colleges as part of
its annual College Day event. 
This year, on Nov. 6, the school's stu-

dent body headed off for a day of explo-
ration of two area schools, Bennington
and Southern Vermont College, with a
goal of getting a firsthand view of what
college is like.  
Research shows that young children

typically have high aspirations for them-
selves when it comes to careers.  Many children, however, can be held back in realizing their dreams by
an inability to see how to pursue them after high school.  College Day at Compass helps make that con-
nection.  "College Day is an opportunity to get a sense for the vibrancy, the character of college, but also
to help students realize that going to college is achievable and valuable for them. That it has a purpose."
said Brian Whitehouse, Director of Admissions at Compass.
Compass students from grades 7 through 11 and staff met with admissions staff from both schools, but

also explored the campuses of both
schools and talked with folks who
worked at or attended them. Compass
seniors took advantage of the day to visit
schools of individual interest.
"A college brochure or website only

shows you so much," said Whitehouse,
"If you really want to know what a col-
lege is like, you need to walk around, sit
in on classes, visit the dorms and the din-
ing hall and the library.  We want our stu-
dents to see college...as someplace they
can truly see themselves succeeding. The
younger you start the process of exposing
them to what college is like, the better
chance you have of helping them succeed
when they get there."
In addition to attending colleges each

year, students have the opportunity to
invite representatives from schools to
visit them and they are expected to have
in place a post-graduation plan that
includes filling out applications, creating
a resume and writing essays.  "We want
them to be prepared in every way for the
experience, but we also want them to
think about college as a match.  For
Compass students, it's not the "best" col-
lege that matters, but the right college."
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Compass Students Go To College

Above, students discussing the lab sciences 
program at Bennington College.
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The staff and children at Kurn Hattin Homes wish you a
joyous and peaceful holiday season.

The year is truly flying by. We are looking ahead at a new budget for fis-
cal year 2017 and with that Town Meeting. It seems like just a few weeks ago,
we started this process for our current year. 
We have for your convenience posted a meeting schedule of the Town’s

upcoming annual meetings in this edition of the Gazette and it will also be on
our website. 

We want to mention that we need your help. At present, we have approx-
imately eight vacant positions on local commissions or boards and we have
many positions that are expiring and will need to be reelected and are running
unopposed.  Please use this opportunity to get involved. 
The petition deadline for any elected position is January 25, 2016 at 5 p.m.

You will need to have 1% of registered voters sign your petition which works
out to be, today, 23 signatures. If you want to petition an “Article” to be
placed on the warning you must submit your written article by January 14,
2016 and you will need 5% of the registered voters, which today works out
to be at least 114 signatures. For both petitions, more signatures are better to

be safe. 
What are the positions you ask? We have one or more vacancies on the

following:
Town Grand Juror; Town Service Officer; Town Fence Viewer; Windham

Regional Commission Representative; CRVC Wantastiquet Region River
Subcommittee Representative; Community Improvement Program
Committee; Planning Commission; Conservation Commission. 
Discussions have begun on what to do with the North Westminster

Community House and the Westminster West Town Hall. The buildings are in
major disrepair and the voters are going to have to make a decision as to
spend money and repair them or take them off the Towns ownership. This
will be a tough choice weighing historic preservation and our local economy.
Please let your Selectboard know your feelings or call the Town Hall and
speak to the Manager. Your opinion matters.     
As always, please feel free to call the Town Manager’s Office regarding

concerns, issues or comments.
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Westminster Cares and town residents celebrated the Westminster’s 90-plus-
year-old citizens during Westminster Cares’ Annual Meeting November 1.
Westminster has 13 residents who are 90 years of age or older. Five of them

attended the event: Charlotte Kurkul, Frank Cuomo, Phyllis Anderson, Bob Gay,
and Artie Aiken—who is 102 years old.
Pete Harrison, vice president, and Don Dawson, board member, gave a video

presentation featuring our honored guests. The presentation included photos of
wedding days, houses, family members and some of the guests favorite songs
from the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s.  
The event ended with Pete Harrison leading a sing-a-long that had the whole

crowd participating!
Westminster Cares elected a new member, Robin Lawrence, to its board of

directors. It also elected a slate of officers for the coming year: president, Connie
Sanderson; co-vice presidents, Pete Harrison and Susan Harlow; secretary,
Regina Borden; and treasurer, Miriam Lanata.
Westminster Cares next board meeting is at 4:30 p.m., Wednesday,

December 2, at the Westminster Institute. Everyone is invited to attend.
Consider volunteering for this local organization, a nonprofit organization that
works with seniors and disabled adults in Westminster, to help them remain
healthy and independent in the community. 
NOVEMBER 2015
In honor of Lee MacDuffie on her birthday, from Pete and Judy Harrison
In memory of Nancy Saunders Belisle from James D. Saunders
In memory of Bruce W. Miller from Joyce Miller
In memory of Lorraine Thompson from Ila Mitchell
In memory of Terrilee Rounds from the associates of The Timken Company
Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone

wishing to remember or honor a loved one or friend. 
Westminster Cares is a nonprofit organization, formed in 1988, that works

with seniors and disabled adults in Westminster, Vermont, to help them remain
healthy and independent in the community.
Call us at 722-3607 or visit our Website, westminstercares.org.

news from Westminster Cares

What’s Up at the Town Hall: Applicants Sought!

Kurn Hattin Holiday Wish

Culminating an eight-week Humanities unit on fear, Compass School 9th and
10th graders turned the Westminster Institute into a Haunted House to put the
fright into local youth. Leading up to this, the class studied how fear affects pub-
lic policy and public opinion and how fear is used in literature and story telling
for suspense and drama. 

It was impressive to see these students create and perform such a convincing
Haunted House. As one parent of young visitors commented, “What an amazing
job your students did.  They told a story, had great props and kept in character
the whole time.” 
The Haunted House was one of these big accomplishments where every stu-

dent contributed to a wonderfully successful evening of entertaining the com-
munity while demonstrating their creativity, energy, and attention to detail. 
The students’ dedication to this effort was noteworthy, as teacher Julia Taylor

observed, “it was like being in a play where you were on stage for 90 minutes
straight, and all the performers showed commitment throughout the time.” 
In addition to the entertainment value, the Haunted House raised over $200

for Our Place along with food donations. Special thanks to Janice Wojcik for
helping facilitate use of the Westminster Institute for this fun community event.

Compass School Haunted House

Compass students prepare for their recent Haunted House
Fundraiser, which raised over $200 for Our Place. 
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings
at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third
Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month.  
Next association meeting is Dec. 1 at 7 p.m.  
The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third

Monday after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. A warning will be posted 48 hours
prior to each meeting.               
Number of calls in Oct.:  31
Number of calls through Nov. 25th: 31        
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 329          
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 155
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met

for their regular meeting November 3rd with President Greg Holton presiding.
There were 27 members present and six members excused. Currently there are
41 members of the volunteer fire department. 

Hot coals and ashes: When removing hot coals and ashes from a wood
stove or fireplace, first put them in a covered metal container. Then put them
outside away from the house or other buildings. Several homes are lost each
year when hot ashes are left in a container on a wood floor porch or deck or left
too close to a building that a spark could reach. Also, be careful not to spread
them in an area where there is dry leaves or dry grass that may ignite very
quickly.  

Extension cord safety: Extension cords are meant for temporary use only.
Overloading an extension cord or leaving one connected for too long could
cause them to overheat and start a fire. 

Christmas Trees: Be sure to keep your Christmas tree watered so it won’t
become dry and be a fire hazard. Always keep the tree away from open fires
and heating appliances.  

Thin Ice: Be careful when using ponds and lakes for skating. The ice will
be very thin at first and unsafe for skating or walking. Be very sure of the thick-
ness before venturing out. Inform and educate your children often about the
dangers. Be on the lookout for slippery walking in general. Injuries from falling
can take a long time to heal, especially for the elderly. 

Preparing vehicles for winter: In order to be ready for driving during
snowy conditions, four snow tires are the best and securest way to go, even if
your car is not 4-wheel drive. Extra washer fluid, a full tank of gas in case you

get held up or stranded, a small shovel and a flashlight are some of the ideas for
preparedness. Having a clean windshield will enhance visibility when driving
day and night. This time of year the sun during morning and evening commutes
is at such an angle that it can easily blind the driver momentarily and having a
clean windshield will help.   

Lifeline: The holidays are upon us and it is a time when many people trav-
el. If you have a Lifeline or a Lifeline type system in your home, it is a good
idea to contact the provider to let them know if you are going to be away from
home. There should be a telephone number listed for contacting them. If there
is an accidental trip of the alarm, the provider will know if the residence is
unoccupied or not. This will save the responding agencies from going out for a
false alarm. 

Luminaries: The Fire House will be made available again this year for the
annual Christmas Eve luminary display preparations. Many local volunteers
gather at the Fire House to put the sand and candles in bags and set them out
on Rt. 5, Grout Ave. and School St. Wednesday the 23rd . Hopefully, the weath-
er will cooperate this year. The display attracts the attention of many people
both locally and out of town. A huge thanks in advance goes out to those who
are involved with the set up and clean up. This is a very special occasion for
Westminster and many look forward to it. 
The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations through-

out the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.
Donations received for November: Doughnuts from Allen Brothers, Peter
Lefcort, Jane French, Jen Kurkul, Vermont Country Store
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering

their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole
Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up
an application. We would like to have additional volunteers from the
Westminster West area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle
located in Westminster West and more help is always welcome to utilize that
equipment during calls. 
As always, we would like to thank the members of the community for its

continued support of the fire department.
Check us out on our web-site www.westminsterfireandrescue.org.
The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently

from Westminster Fire District #3.
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Surround Yourself with Color for the Christmas Season
by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist

Many of us associate Amaryllis, Christmas cactus and Poinsettias with the
holidays.  We enjoy watching the Amaryllis grow and look forward to our
Christmas cactus blossoming.  How we need the color of Poinsettias to bright-
en up our gray late fall days.
I usually purchase three or four Amaryllis bulbs in October from one of the

local stores for about five or six dollars each.  They are packaged in a box with
growing instructions and include a pot, a dirt mix and a bulb. When you pur-
chase the box, try to look inside to make sure the bulb looks healthy. Mix the
dirt with water and when the dirt has taken up all the water, add the bulb but
leave a third of the bulb above the dirt. Because these pots usually don’t have
drainage holes, be careful to not overwater.  Put the pot in a warm and light
place.  Most of them come in pink or red.  It will take a couple months before
blossoming.
More expensive amaryllis bulbs purchased from a garden center usually

are larger and healthier.  The flowers that will be produced are already inside
the bulb. The larger bulbs have bigger and more beautiful flowers, most with
two stems having four blossoms each.  Although I have had success with the
cheaper bulbs, the more expensive ones are really worth the money.
I purchase a Poinsettia or two in early December.  The most popular color

is red but they do come in white, pink, yellow or bicolors.  When buying a
plant, look for dark green foliage that is lush and filled with leaves, not yel-
low and sparse.  Poinsettias originated in Mexico and don’t like the cold, even
for a few minutes.  
Be very careful to cover the plants with a plastic or paper bag before tak-

ing them from the store.  If the pots are wrapped in foil, punch holes in the
bottom for drainage. They are easy to care for, only requiring bright light,
minimum temperature of 55 degrees and to be kept away from drafts.  I keep
them for a couple months while I need their bright colors and then toss them
The Christmas cactus is a tropical plant, not a desert plant.  They need long

nights and short days with lower temperature to set up.  Many years ago, I
couldn’t get mine to blossom, one that had been in my family for over a hun-
dred years.  One day I relegated it to a basement window where it only got
daylight and forgot about it.  Imagine my surprise several weeks later when I
walked into the basement to see it ready to blossom. 
Only then did I find out what they require to blossom.  There are

Thanksgiving, Easter and Christmas cactus but we usually think of them all as
Christmas cactus.  They are beautiful when budded and blossoming but are
green houseplants the rest of the year, requiring little care.  
Many of us prune our plants right after blossoming to start new plants and

to keep them from getting too large to move.  Just snap off three-segment-long
stems and place in water or moist potting soil.  The roots will develop in a few
weeks.
Wintertime is when my green thumb kicks in and I start cuttings from my

various houseplants.  I have tried in the past to get both Amaryllis and
Poinsettias to flower again the next year.  It is a lot of work and much care
needs to be taken during the summer when I’m too busy with my outside
flowers.  Now I don’t bother and just toss them after the holidays.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO
Reader Challenge

When Mystery Photos are available, E-mail your answer to
westminsternews@gmail.com

The answer and the winners are
announced in the next issue, page 3.

At Westminster Cares, we have much to be thankful for in our community—
the volunteers, the donors, and the local residents who support our efforts, day in
and day out, year after year. As a little holiday gift, we’re presenting a few of the
Christmas cookie recipes our board members have cherished over the years.
Space limitations prevent us from including the recipes here.  Recipe sheets

can be mailed to you, picked up from the office or downloaded from our website,
www.westminstercares.org.

Hello Dolly Cookies
From Pete Harrison:
The "Hello Dolly" cookie was one of my mother's sort of signature recipes.

She would bake them for my brother and me when we were youngsters and also
for our kids, her grandchildren. She not only baked them but she taught all the
interested ones how to bake them. My mother, Eunice Harrison (1907 -2000) had
a box full of recipes shared by many of her friends, each with an identifying name
in the title. 

Snicker Doodles
From Heidi Anderson:
Back in the 1960s, my Dad, Hank Anderson, and oldest sister painted five

recipes on the walls of our kitchen.  One of them was for Snicker Doodles, which
I made many times, standing at the kitchen table and reading from the wall. I still
make these cookies, especially for the holidays. So nostalgic!

Filled Cookies
From Miriam Lanata:
I would help my mother make Christmas cookies. These special cookies she

would make alone, so I always thought she created a magic cookie with filling
inside. Then I grew up to reality.

Margie’s Jelly Cookies (Thumbprints)
From Don Dawson:
Many a pastor, priest and nun would be less-than-thrilled with this memory.

All my six siblings went to Catholic school, so there was much to remind you of
impending religious holidays. However, as I kid, when the aroma of my mother’s
Jelly Cookies hit us at the front door as we returned from school, it signaled the
arrival of Christmas. It was really the only time of year that my Mom would bake
them until many, many years later. We still make them around the holidays and it
helps keep my Mom's memory close during the holiday season. 

Ball Cookies
From Robin Lawrence:
My Grandma Sellar loved hosting and especially loved trading and exchang-

ing recipes with anyone and everyone. If she met a stranger, she most often ended
up with a new recipe to try out. These were one of her favorites.
While many of us are grateful to celebrate this season of abundance, there are

many in our community struggling to make ends meet. Seniors and those on fixed
incomes are especially vulnerable to food insecurity. If you know a senior or dis-
abled adult who may benefit from our Meals-on-Wheels program or other ser-
vices, please encourage them to call Donna Dawson at 722-3607 to apply.

From Us to You, With Appreciation

This photo was sent in by a reader, and we have
a question for other readers, because we don’t
know the answer: What was this originally? We’ll
even give the location - on the east side of Route

5 in Westminster Village. If you have some 
information on what this structure was originally,
please e-mail us at the address below. Thanks!

The Bellows Falls Rotary Club sponsors the Bellows Falls Community
Christmas with the movie, MINIONS, at the Opera House at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
December 5. Santa visits at 3:45.  
The Bellows Falls Woman’s Club and the Emblem Club provide cookies and

punch after Santa’s visit.

November School Board Report

Westminster Cares’ Annual Appeal is about to launch!  Through the generos-
ity of community members, the town, fundraising events, and grants, we raise
money each year to meet our budget requirements and pay for the services we
provide to seniors and adults with disabilities in our community.
This year the Thomas Thompson Trust has offered us a challenge: If

Westminster Cares’ annual appeal can raise enough funds from the community
to reach our goal, they will contribute an additional $12,000 over the next three
years to support our Community Nurse Program. This is an incredible opportu-
nity for our community!
All of us are faced with rising costs and more demands on our resources each

year, but Westminster Cares still depends on private donations for much of their
budget.  Funds generated from the appeal will support our healthy aging exercise
programs and our services such as Meals On Wheels, equipment loans,  rides to
appointments, resource and referrals, and the community nurse.
We hope you’re able to contribute to this year’s appeal and help us meet our

challenge goal. No gift is too small and every gift is appreciated. You can mail
your contribution to Westminster Cares, PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158.
Contact us by phone at 722-3607, or e-mail wecares@sover.net.

Rotary Sponsors BF 
Community Christmas

The Christmas trees are up in the Library and Town Hall! The Mitten trees are
collecting lots of hats, mittens, and scarves for this Holiday Season.
The Campbell Fund wants to thank everyone who has been knitting or adding

warm items to our collection.  We will be collecting all of them for distribution
on December 10, 2015.  There is still time to finish that pair and drop it off.  It’s
not too late.
Call one of us with any questions or concerns. Mike Fawcett 722-4785, Pete

Harrison 722-3080 or Barbara Taylor 722-4726, brwoodtaylor@comcast.net.  

Campbell Fund Mitten Tree

Friends of the Butterfield Library
Butterfield Library would like to bring back an 'official' Friends of the

Library. It's job would be to fund raise for things not covered in the Annual
Budget. 
These could include book discussions, story hour, book sales and other  pro-

grams. There is a membership fee of $10. 
Anyone interested can get in touch with the librarian on Monday from 1 to  4

p.m. or Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 7 p.m. or by calling 722-4891 during
library hours for more information.

Our first meeting in November was just a budget meeting and we continue to
detail projected costs for next year. As stated previously, the only major change
is the addition of one classroom teacher but the overall budget is appearing to be
only about $25,000 above this year’s, with the expectation of a slightly higher
enrollment.
In our second meeting, we spent considerable time on decisions about joining

the consolidation committee. There was a great deal of reluctance about this
process. Several of us expressed resentment that the state put the boards in this
unenviable position of having to choose to either join in what appears to be a
somewhat problematic process or to be left out and subject to whatever reper-
cussions may be imposed by the state. 
Despite trepidation, we voted to take part in this consolidation committee

along with Rockingham, Athens, and Grafton to explore the potential benefits
and challenges of consolidation. We also hope this committee can expand its
charge beyond just the “preferred structures” for consolidation articulated in act
46 to look at what possible configurations can best serve all our students and
communities. David Major and Ian Sbardellati were chosen to serve on this com-
mittee. Any action from this committee will ultimately be brought to the voters
of each town. 
We continued work on the strategic plan and are seeing a direction for orga-

nizing this around three focus areas: high quality instruction to help students
develop diverse skills for the 21st century, promoting attention to local opportu-
nities for learning and understanding of human cultural differences and the nat-
ural environment, and promoting parent and community involvement to maintain
the schools as a community center in which all people are welcome. We will con-
tinue to invite community input as this plan evolves and is used to set future
direction in the district.
We also voted to enter into a net metering agreement for our electric power

(along with others districts in the state) that uses solar power to reduce costs by
approximately 22% overall. 

Westminster Cares Launches Annual Appeal
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. All skill
levels welcome. Contact Michael Daley for
more information at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.
Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees meet on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the library. They wel-
come visits from the public, but it would be
best to check times with Bev Major at 387-
5737 before coming.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by the Train Station in Bellows Falls
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m., for our
Farmers Market. For details visit
www.bffarmersmarket.com or call 463-
2018.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday
at 10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always
welcome! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a spe-
cial offering that goes to Our Place in
Bellows Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open
and Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno
is the pastor, and musicians are Jennifer
Hed and Margit Lilly.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday
afternoons, and people are welcome to drop
by. However, since "office hours" some-
times means she's out visiting people in
their homes, it's a good idea to make an
appointment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Grace Bible Fellowship Services
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.gbf4hisglory.com/.

Walpole Unitarian Church 
Services are presented by Rev. Lisa

Mobayed M.Div. Worship services are at
10 a.m. Children's Religious Education
begins at 10 a.m. with the adults and
moves to Hastings House at 10:15.
Refreshments and conversation are held
after the service with the children includ-
ed. www.walpoleunitarian.org.

Meetings
Selectboard 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board - No
Summer Meetings 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Westminster
Institute at 4:30 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Monday, December 28 at 4:30 p.m. at
the Westminster Institute

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station.
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The Deadline for
the January Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is 

Wednesday, 
December 30

Publish Date is 
Tuesday, January 5

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette 

E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com

Dear Residents of Westminster:
It is that time again to start thinking about town meeting. Many Westminster

citizens contribute their time, skills, and effort to make this a great community.
The Selectboard would like to recognize one of these outstanding citizens as
“Westminster’s Citizen of the Year” at our next Town Meeting. 
Is there someone you would like to nominate for this award? If you know

someone who has worked to make Westminster a better community, please let us
know. Simply send us a letter letting us know who you would like to nominate
along with a brief statement as to why you feel they should be Westminster’s
Citizen of the Year. 
Please send your nomination in a sealed envelope to: Citizen of the Year

Nomination, Westminster Town Hall P.O. Box 147 Westminster, VT 05158.
Nominations must be received by Dec. 4, no later than 4 p.m. All nominations
will be held in the strictest confidence. The honoree will be announced during
Town Meeting at BFUHS on February 27, 2016.
Thank you.

Sheldon Beebe, Chair; Paul Banik, Vice Chair; Craig Allen, Clerk; Peter
Barrett, Westminster Selectboard; and Toby Young

Nominate a Citizen of the Year
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Annette Spaulding, from top, out of the water with her diving gear,
diving in the Connecticut River, and with her motorized 
underwater scooter. Spaulding has been diving in the river for
decades, and recently shared some of her adventures in a slide
show at the Westminster Institute.

Annette Spaulding, besides being a
well-known Westminster business-
woman for many years, is an underwa-
ter explorer, diving for more than 35
years in numerous countries as well as
locally. An active member of the local
underwater search and rescue team for
27 years, she has made numerous his-
toric discoveries in the past 25 years in
one of her favorite places in the world
to dive, the Connecticut River.
She is a dedicated member of

numerous nonprofit conservation and
research organizations including a
trustee for the Connecticut River
Watershed Council. She recently pre-
sented some interesting slides and actu-
al items she has found in the river at the
local Trout Unlimited meeting on Nov.
10 at the Westminster Institute. 
Spaulding spoke of her discovery of

what is known as the Elephant Bridge
between Putney and Westmoreland,
NH, one of the earliest bridges in this
part of the river, and infamous for caus-
ing the death of one of the first ele-
phants ever brought to the US, part of a
traveling circus.

Many know of the Native petro-
glyphs at the Vilas Bridge in Bellows
Falls, but Spaulding has just uncovered
the same type of primitive art at the
mouth of The West River. The Vernon
Dam reservoir inundated the art in
1909, and this was the first time it has
been seen in over a century.
A large crowd attended Spaulding’s

presentation, and if she speaks again,
please find a way to hear her 
enthusiastic stories!

Local Diver Shares Her Adventures 
in the Connecticut River

For more information about Rotary,
contact Alma Beals at

almabeals@gmail.com or 722-3355
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:
www.westminsterauto.com

December Business of the Month:
Streeter L.L.C.

In 1960 Malcolm Streeter created a business named Westminster B&B
(Blasting & Building). In the 80’s we had to change the name to Sam Streeter
LLC due to insurance reasons.  
We are general contractors and electricians; I, Cole Streeter started working

for the company in the early 80’s, Donnie Fullam joined in 1986, Tim Wilder
joined in the mid 90’s. 
In 2000 my father retired and passed the business down to me.  Nine years

later Gene Hotaling joined the group to form our current team.
It may not be an emergency to some of the bigger companies but it is to us.

Our customers are part of our family and we will do whatever it takes at any time
to get the job done.  We hope to help and serve the community for many years to
come. Thank you for your business and support. 
You can reach us at 722-3178. 

Our Monthly Community Newspaper  December 2015 Vol. 11, No. 12  

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Streeter L.L.C.
Licensed Electrician

PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Facing a Heating Crisis? Help Is Near
For many of our neighbors, winter is associated with things like never feel-

ing warm enough, sickness, and constant worry about how to pay for their next
fuel delivery. Thanks to SEVCA’s Crisis Fuel Program, Windham and
Windsor County households that find themselves facing a home heating crisis
this winter have somewhere to turn.
“Anyone facing a heating emergency should contact us,” said Pat Burke,

Director of SEVCA’s Family Services Program. “We would also urge people
who generally have difficulty paying their heating bills to apply for the
Seasonal Fuel program as soon as possible.”
To be eligible for Crisis Fuel assistance, households must have had exten-

uating circumstances that led to the heating emergency and income at or below
200% of the Federal Poverty Level, which is based on household size; e.g.,
$4,042/month (gross) for a family of four. Two years ago the state introduced
the provision that income-eligible households must first apply for and receive
Seasonal Fuel assistance before they can be considered for Crisis Fuel. Income

eligibility is tighter for Seasonal Fuel—limits are set at 185% of FPL --so
households between 185% and 200% FPL are eligible for Crisis Fuel without
having to apply for Seasonal Fuel assistance.                 

Generally, only one Crisis Fuel assist is provided per household, per year.
However, for the past two winters, the state had to find extra money for a
“Special Warmth Fund” because there were simply too many people at risk of
being without heat. Even so, the number of Crisis Fuel assists SEVCA was
able to provide last winter dropped 27% from the previous year because of
reduced funding and tighter restrictions.  To help bridge the gap, SEVCA rais-
es money through grants and donations. To help keep low-income families
warm this winter, individuals may donate to our “Share the Warmth” fund
online at http://www.sevca.org/share-the-warmth. Checks may also be sent to
91 Buck Drive, Westminster, VT 05158.
Call SEVCA at (800) 464-9951 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday –

Friday to schedule an appointment and for more details. 
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