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Linda Fawcett Honored for Decades of Service

A party was held at the Butterfield Library on June 30, celebrating two milestones for a favorite community member, in photo
at right and center in left photo - Librarian Linda Fawcett's 30th year as librarian and her 70th birthday. 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VOTING
VENUE FOR THE AUGUST 9, 2016

STATE PRIMARY:

VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE
WESTMINSTER CENTER SCHOOL
FROM 8:00AM TO 7:00PM ON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016

One of the great benefits of 3SquaresVT is that children in households
receiving it also automatically qualify for free school meals. But once the school
year ends, summer can be a difficult time for many families to meet their nutri-
tional needs. Fortunately, free summer meal programs for children are offered in
many communities. Visit http://www.hungerfreevt.org/summer-meals-sites to
find a summer meals program, or call SEVCA for help locating a program. 

SEVCA’s Family Services staff are available to assist households to apply for
3SquaresVT by appointment. To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-464-9951.
For a list of participating stores and markets, or to apply for 3SquaresVT bene-
fits online, visit www.vermontfoodhelp.com. 

Food Programs for Children Also
Available During Summer Months

“You don’t just help our children develop as good
students here at Compass; you help them become good
people,” remarked a parent during the Open Forum part
of Compass School’s graduation ceremony. Words can-
not capture the soulful spirit of the afternoon, as over
110 teachers, graduates, family, and friends all had a
part in celebrating the graduates. 

The love and admiration for each senior was evident
in the remarks from teachers, family members, friends
and classmates. Equally moving was witnessing the
confidence of the graduates as they each had the oppor-
tunity to speak to the audience, showing poise, insight,
and pride in the many ways they had already made an
impact in school and the larger world.   

Compass Director Dr. Rick Gordon offered opening
remarks about making a difference in the world even in
uncertain times. Dr. Gordon pointed that although it
can feel sometimes like “nothing changes,” in fact, “we
have just lived through perhaps the most rapid social
change in our history in the fight for marriage equali-
ty.” Gordon went on to cite changes in his lifetime—
from cleaner air and water to land conservation to these
students having an African-American president for the
majority of their lives. 

While inspiring ambitious action is often a graduation theme, Gordon set
out  more reasonable goals. “Aim small,” he said. “realize the scale where you
can really make a difference. It is in smaller settings, like those in which
you’ve been raised in Vermont and here at Compass—in smaller organizations
and communities, where we can usually be most true to our values and often
have the greatest impact and effectiveness.”

“Even more importantly,” Director Gordon concluded, “what really makes
a difference in the world is how you act in your daily life. You can, every day,
use what you have learned at Compass to make the world a better place.”

A similar theme was echoed by Senior Class Advisor Eric Rhomberg, who
directed the graduates to formulate a personal mission. “You are headed out
into the world, which is a complex, sometimes cruel, but fundamentally beau-
tiful place. The world is in need of wise, creative, open-hearted people like
you. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to follow your dreams,
live a life of love and happiness, and have a positive effect on the world.”

When it came time for the graduates to speak, one after another moved
the audience to laughter and tears as they expressed their appreciation for
their high school experience. Peter Simpson thanked the teachers, “Rather
than telling me how to act and how to be in the world, the teachers at
Compass have tried their best to show the students how to be good people
by being good people themselves.” Celia Wilson, the final student speaker,
expressed gratitude for all who have kept her in school and helped her devel-
op the confidence she was taking with her as she sets off for college next
September. 

The ceremony concluded with the awarding of artistic handmade diplomas,
created by Compass students, that represent the distinctive qualities of each
recipient. The graduates first see these personalized diplomas when they come
on stage—a truly special moment that recognizes their personal accomplish-
ments and the unique gifts they take with them from their high school 
experience.

Compass School Class of 2016

Finding Your path in Uncertain Times: Compass Graduation
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With a combined 76 years of ser-
vice between them, two of Kurn
Hattin Homes for Children’s most
beloved teachers retired this month as
the school year came to a close.
Teachers Mary Kay Pfadenhauer, right
in the photo, and Ann Hadley were
recognized at a surprise Retirement
Celebration which included the chil-
dren, staff, friends, and the educators’
families. 

“If I could write a script for a per-
fect retirement send off, this would be
it! I wouldn’t change a thing!”
Pfadenhauer said. Pfadenhauer, who
just completed a nearly 43 year teach-
ing career, started working at Kurn
Hattin Homes in 1974. Mary Kay later
taught nearly every grade level in the
school, and a variety of subjects. “I
started out teaching reading, then 7th
and 8th Grade sciences; but
Kindergarten through Second Grade,
that’s my calling,” she said with a
smile.

For teacher Ann Hadley, who start-
ed out as a full-time 5th Grade teacher
at Kurn Hattin in 1983, it was the ful-
fillment of a long-held ambition. Ann
was born and raised in Bellows Falls,
and attended Castleton College. Her
father was a teacher and a coach, and
she remembers always wanting to
teach others, as well. “We played
school, as children. I put my brother at
a desk and played the teacher. I got to
boss him around.” 

She explained that she enjoys
working with children in the 4th and
5th grades because they are “still
young enough to be read to, and are
more uninhibited. They are creative in
that way of being imaginative, making
up stories, and drawing.” 

Both Mary Kay and Ann reflected
on the special bond with their co-
workers, describing them as caring
and supportive of one another, as well
as the children.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE!

Note New Rates

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3

approx. 2.5”x3”
$275 a year

$30 for one month

Pages 4-7
approx. 3.5”x4”
$525 a year

$80 for one month

Page 8
approx. 1.5”x2.5”
$175 a year

No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Beloved Educators Retire

Home Providers Needed 
HCRS is seeking individu-

als, couples and families will-
ing to open their home to an
adult or child with
Developmental Disabilities.
Providers are responsible for

providing a safe, nurturing home and for role modeling
positive behaviors. No experience is necessary. HCRS
will provide training and support. Work from home
and receive a generous tax-free stipend and respite
budget. For more information, contact Corey
Wilkinson at 802-886-4567 ext. 2781. 
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In Case You Missed It: The Selectboard has changed the Towns “newspa-
per of record” to the Shopper and as a second choice the Brattleboro
Reformer. This change occurred because of the increases in cost for the Town
to post the “legal notices” for zoning permits, notices of tax sales etc. in the
Brattleboro Reformer. 

Trash Tags: The Town’s new fiscal year just started and the new trash tags
are out. You should have already received them in the mail if you are a home
owner. If you rent, the tags should be received from your landlord or you will
need to buy them from the Town Hall if you are going to participate in the
Town program. 

If you have not received your tags, please call the Town Hall and inquire
where they are. 

Truly nothing has changed from last year in the trash/recycling program
except leaf and yard waste will not be accepted in the common stickered trash.
I am not sure any one used this practice, but now by State law it’s not going
to be able to be disposed of this way. This item will need to be disposed of
either at the transfer station that we share with Rockingham or contracted
through your own source (Hauler) for proper disposal. 

Please do not bring leaf and yard waste to the Town Garage recycling site.
We do not have the proper disposal system to get rid of these items. 

We are finding more and more wrongfully dumped items at this facility
such as kitty litter, plastic bags, brush etc. Please be advised, this is illegal
dumping and if caught, you will be paying the $250 fine for each item. If you
see activity of this nature, please call the Town Manager. We do not want to
lose this location because of this. 

Zoning Requirements: Please be advised that if you plan to build, subdi-
vide or improve your property you may need to get a zoning permit. With the
changing of newspaper of choice, the zoning permits can take up to four
months for approval. The time for review and approval is much less for sim-
ple building projects, but we are asking that you to plan ahead and apply early. 

For more information, please feel free to call the Zoning Administrator at
722-4524 or 722-4255.  

Absentee Ballots are available: The absentee ballots for the August 9th
State Primary Elections are at the Town Hall and available upon request. 

As always, please feel free to call the Town Manager’s Office regarding
concerns, issues or comments.   
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Westminster Cares, Inc. Board MeetingThe Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of
Directors met June 8th  at the Westminster Institute with President   Connie
Sanderson  presiding. 

The following board members attending:  Reggie Borden, Robin Lawrence,
Sally Ryea, Lori Larue, Miriam Lanata, Pete Harrison, Heidi Anderson and
Director Donna Dawson. Barbara Sherrod and Don Dawson were unable to
attend. 

Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to
live with independence and dignity in the community. Your support to this care-
giving organization is a way for all of us to take care of our friends. Anyone
interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, volunteering to deliver
meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doctor appointments, working on a
committee, making a contribution or attending a workshop may contact Donna
Dawson at 722-3607 or wecares@sover.net. Check us out on the web at
www.westminstercares.org and like us on Face book.

Services Provided in May:
Meals On Wheels – May:  WC volunteers delivered meals five days a week

to 12 different people. In addition, two frozen entrees were delivered each
Friday to seven people on Fridays for weekend meals (14 total weekend meals).  

Transportation – During the month of May, 10 rides were provided by six
volunteers who drove seniors to medical appointments; shopping and rehab
appointments.

Nursing Program – During May, our community nurse made nine home vis-

its on behalf of nine seniors for medication management, blood pressure checks,
foot care and hospitalization follow-ups. Isabelle saw an additional seven
seniors at the monthly Blood Pressure Clinic at Senior Lunch.

Meetings Attended by Staff  in May – Attended two Healthy Aging groups.
Meetings held with our nurse, treasurer, board president. Also met with Garden
Tour committee,  Gazette Board, Search Committee and Executive Committee.

Programs in May – Two Secrets of Healthy Aging session, four Gentle Yoga
classes, 25 Strength Training classes, four Artist in Each of Us classes; four
Chair Yoga classes and one Senior Lunch.

Assistance and Referrals in May: Assisted clients with paperwork for
Farmers Market;  DAV transportation options and an emergency assistance
request. Made 1 home visit to discuss Meals on Wheels delivery.

Friendly Visiting – Volunteers made five friendly visits in May. 
Medical Equipment – In May we loaned out five pieces of equipment. Two

pieces of equipment were returned to us and four new pieces were donated to
us. We have hospital beds to loan and give away.

Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone
wishing to remember or honor a loved one or friend.

Memorial and Honorary Donations for June 2016:
In memory of my mother, Pat Jennison, for Mother’s Day from Cheryl

Jennison
In memory of Reggie Cote from Miriam and Larry Lanata
In memory of Lee Sanderson on Father’s Day from Connie Sanderson

news from Westminster Cares

What’s Up at the Town Hall: Beware of Illegal Dumping

Westminster Garden Tour’s 15th Anniversary, July 9 & 10

Westminster artist, David Stern, has donated an original watercolor painting
to Westminster Cares.  The painting entitled, “Twin Falls”, (North Westminster,
VT) is being sold through a Silent Auction in conjunction with the Garden Tour. 

Donna Dawson, director commented: “We’re extremely grateful to have
local artists such as David, offer their talents as a unique fundraising opportuni-
ty. All proceeds from the auction directly benefit the healthy aging programs and
services of Westminster Cares. You can visit our website or stop by the office to
see the painting’s exquisite colors”.

"I have always found water challenging and fascinating to paint. This setting
is especially meaningful to me. It is a magical spot, walking distance from our
home, at which we spent many days with our children and friends. I have done
numerous paintings and sketches of the same scene, in varied lighting, each one
deepening my sense of the place."  - David Stern 2016 

We will be accepting silent auction bids on the painting with final bids being
accepted during the Garden Tour weekend. To make a bid please email
wecares@sover.net or call 722-3607. Starting bid is $100.

Westminster Cares will hold its 15th annual Garden Tour from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, July 9 and 10, in Westminster. 

This year’s event will feature the gardens of internationally known garden

designers Gordon and Mary Hayward and Julie Moir Messervy; the gardens of
Vanessa and David Stern will also be on the tour. Special activities are planned
throughout the weekend to celebrate our 15th Garden Tour.

Admission for one or both days is $15; two for $25. Discounted tickets can
be purchased online through our website as of June 1st. Group discounts for 6
or more are also available. The event is held rain or shine.

Day of event tickets, lunch and refreshments will be available at the
Westminster Institute on Route 5 or at the Hayward Garden.   Morning Star
Perennials will hold a plant sale at the Hayward Garden during the event. 

In conjunction with the Garden Tour there will be a Raffle. Tickets can be
purchased for a chance to win 10   prizes including a garden trellis, a wooden
outdoor bench, and a one-night stay at the Grafton Inn with breakfast and din-
ner at the Phelps Barn included.

Special 15th Anniversary Events (see event program for times)
Saturday 7/9 only
• Private End-of-Day Tour of their gardens with Gordon & Mary Hayward,

(separate ticket needed).
Sat. 7/9 and Sun. 7/10
• Julie Moir Messervy, JMMDS, will give a talk on “Your Garden Style:

Making a Landscape That Fits You and Your Property”. (Sat. 1 p.m. and Sun.
11:30 a.m.)

• Cyndy Fine, Genius Loci, will lead a walking tour and talk through her gar-
den on “Creating Biodiversity in Your Gardens”. (Sat. 11:30 a.m. and Sun.1
p.m.)

Sunday 7/10 only
• Tour the oldest organic farm in Vermont, High Meadows Farm, with

Howard & Lisa Prussack. (Sun. 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.)
Visit a Greenhouse and hike to Berry Fields.
Please patronize our generous event sponsors: Durand Toyota/Ford, Chroma,

Silver Forest of VT, Mascoma Savings Bank, C & S Wholesale Grocers,
Vermont Country Store, BurtCo, Inc. Savings Bank of Walpole, Brattleboro
Ford/Subaru, and People’s United Bank

For more information on the tour, check our website for updates: www.west-
minstercares.org. E-mail us at wecares@sover.net or call 722-3607.

Proceeds from the tour support the services and programs of Westminster
Cares, a volunteer organization whose mission is to create opportunities for
seniors and disabled adults to live with independence and dignity in the 
community.
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings at 7
p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third Tuesday
of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month. Next associ-
ation meeting July 5th at 7 p.m.                                                                             

The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third Monday
after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. A warning will be posted 48 hours prior to each
meeting.               

Number of calls in May: 31
Number of calls through June 28th: 27      
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 184      
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 374
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for

their regular meeting June 7th with President Greg Holton presiding. There were
24 members present and 11members excused. Currently there are 40 members of
the volunteer fire department.. 

ELECTIONS: The results of the election of officers is as follows: Tim Wilder,
Captain; Roy Williams, Lieutenant; Wanda West, Rescue Captain; Jon Parker,
Rescue Lieutenant. Association officers as follows: Greg Holton, President; Paul
Millman, Vice President; Pete Harrison, Secretary/Treasurer; David Russell, 3
year trustee; Gary Cobb, 2 year trustee; Mike Fawcett, 1 year trustee. 

The following is the list of current members of the department. Paul Banik,
Real Bazin 2nd Deputy, Chief Brody Burke Jr. member, A.J. Cable, Gary Cobb
association trustee, Tony Coven, Matt Daskal, Lenny Derby, Mike Fawcett asso-
ciation trustee, Justin Fuller, Mike Ghia, Melissa Green, Pat Haas Fire Warden,
Liam Hackett, Jr. member, Pete Harrison association secretary/ treasurer, Greg
Holton association president, George James, Shawn Johnston, Heather Kampfer,
Mark Lund 1st Deputy Chief, David Lynde, Ben Masure, Paul Millman associa-
tion vice president, Pat Moran, Bill Muzzey, Ernie Norman over 50 years of devot-
ed and dedicated service, Billy Nowers, Jon Parker Rescue Lieutenant, Josh Perry,
Caleb Rounds Jr. member, Jeff Ruggiero, David Russell association trustee, Dan
Saccoccio, Kevin Shrader, Cole Streeter Fire Chief, Jon Taylor, Kevin Ticino,

Wanda West Rescue Captain, Tim Wilder Captain, Roy Williams, Lieutenant.
In addition there are eight people who make up the off road team: Leonard

Farrar, Donnie Fullam, Randy Illingworth, Jim Kilburn, Greg Lovell, Nate
Stoddard, Jim Lober and Tim Harty. There are also several people in town who
make up the auxiliary.

Burn permits: As of this writing it is extremely dry and permits will not be
issued until the conditions for burning improves. An illegal burn is anything with-
out a permit and those containing illegal material. Check with one of the wardens
for a list of items that are not allowed for a legal burn. And remember, you must
speak with one of the wardens. Leaving a message does not constitute permission.

The wardens are: Warden : Cole Streeter 722-3178, Deputy Warden: Mark
Lund    463-9355, Deputy Warden Pat Haas 387-5778

BENCHES: The Fire Department is looking for a couple of benches to put out-
side the front doorway of the Fire House. If anyone has any they would like to
donate, contact Greg Holton 376-3334 or Pete Harrison 722-3080. We will be
happy to pick them up.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations throughout
the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend. 

Donations received : In memory of Reg Cote from Janice Wojcik 
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering

their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole
Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an
application. We would like to have additional volunteers from the Westminster
West area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle located in
Westminster West and more help is always welcome to utilize that equipment dur-
ing calls. 

As always, we would like to thank the members of the community for its con-
tinued support of the fire department.

Check us out on our web-site www.westminsterfireandrescue.org
The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently

from Westminster Fire District #3.
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Birding in my Backyard
by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist
I have said in previous articles that gardening and bird-

ing are my most enjoyable hobbies. There are many days
that I don’t want to leave my yard because some of my best
birding is right here.

I have two male ruby-throated hummingbirds but no
females. I read that many of them didn’t survive the trip
back north due to bad weather.  Hummingbirds remember
where the feeders are and return to the exact spot where the
feeders were previously. I have four feeders out and one
male perches on the telephone wire and watches three of
the feeders.  The other male sneaks to the other feeder that
can’t  be seen from his perch.  Remember to change the
sugar water often in the hot weather.  I use 1 cup sugar to
four cups water.

A pair of Baltimore orioles have nested in a large tree
in back of my gazebo.  I’ve spent many hours in my gaze-
bo listening and watching but still have not pinpointed the
nest. Years ago, orioles nested in elm trees but with elms
dying off, the orioles have adjusted to nesting in other
trees.  Some birds are unable to adapt and so are endan-
gered. Remember when trying to locate a nest, birds do not
usually fly directly to the nest.  They often will fly into the
tree and then work their way to the nest.

I have six suet feeders with mostly woodpeckers using
them.  The red- bellied woodpecker takes chunks of suet
back to the nest while the downy youngsters line up on the railing and
mother or dad downy feed them.  The gray catbirds can’t hang onto the
feeders so they poke through the grass at the bottom of the feeders for
scraps.

During the winter, I had several northern cardinals here. Then in the
early spring, only one pair stayed and they are extremely vocal. Yes,
female cardinals do sing. They start singing early while it is still dark in
the morning and continue until it is dark at night.  I’m not sure whether
they are singing much more this year or whether I am home more. They,
like the catbirds, have nested in the shrubs.

Tree swallows, being cavity nesters, have again nested in a hole near
the door of the shop. Their favorite hangout  is the telephone wire near
my front door.  I do enjoy their happy twittering.They are easy to tell
apart; the male’s back is a shiny blue/green and the female’s back is dark
gray. They do not dive bomb the cat because she pays no attention to
them. She is unusual for a cat. She is death to a mouse or chipmunk but
birds do not interest her in the least.

A pair of rose- breasted grosbeaks have nested nearby and spend a lot
of time at the feeders. It’s hard to imagine that the female looks like a
large sparrow with a white stripe over her eye and the male is so colorful
with his rose breast and his  black and white body.    

My yard is great for many birds with a little open space and many

shrubs but not the right habitat for bluebirds or bobolinks.  Bobolinks are
having a rough time due to early mowing. They nest in the grass, many of
them in the same field. Vermont Fish and Wildlife and Vermont Audubon
are encouraging farmers to leave one meadow unmowed until the first of
August so the bobolinks have time to nest and raise their young.

There are three mimics that most of us are familiar with, the gray cat-
bird, the brown thrasher and the northern mockingbird. Two places in our
area to see the mockingbirds are at Harlow’s Farm Stand, usually on top
of the roof of the stand and around Savings Bank of Walpole in Shaw’s
Plaza. 

For many years, I haven’t seen brown thrashers but last year and this
year they are nesting at Herrick’s Cove. The gray catbirds are the most
popular and are around everywhere there are shrubs for nesting.  Instinct
tells them to listen for various sounds and then memorize them.
Mockingbirds decide what sounds they like that can sound like frogs,
crickets, dogs, a truck backing up, sirens, car alarms, etc. but usually the
gray catbirds imitate local birds like robins.  

Every day brings American robins, black-capped chickadees, titmice,
white-breasted nuthatches and chipping sparrows to my yard that are
nesting nearby. 

If you enjoy watching birds, make your yard a welcoming place for
wild birds just as I have done.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

A pair of Northern Cardinals, male on the left.
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

E-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com.
The answer and the winners are

announced in the next issue, page 3.

Senior Solutions is holding free “Medicare Boot Camp” classes at various
locations in Windham County.  At this class, Senior Solutions staff will provide
unbiased information about the Medicare system. The next class will be held in
Bellows Falls on Monday, July 18 from 10 a.m. to noon. 

The class is for Vermonters who are new to Medicare, or who will be signing
up for Medicare in the near future. Family members who help elders may also
find this class useful.  

Medicare has strict enrollment periods, and Medicare Boot Camp prepares
participants to make timely decisions about drug plans and supplemental plans as
well as many other issues. There is no fee, but donations are appreciated.

Space is limited, so call in advance to the Senior HelpLine for registration and
detailed location information: 1-800-642-5119. Senior Solutions is also seeking
volunteers to help with their Medicare department and outreach. 

To learn more call the Senior HelpLine or visit www.seniorsolutionsvt.org.
Additional Class Dates:
Springfield: Monday, August 1, 5 to 7 p.m.
Putney:  Thursday, September 15, 1 to 3 p.m.

Have Medicare Questions?

Westminster West Community Fair
Plans are being made for the 27th annual Westminster West Community Fair

on Saturday, Sept. 10.  
While it’s too early for you to bake some brownies, it is not too early to think

of what goody you have in your garage or attic that you can donate to the Silent
Auction.  If you have something for the Silent Auction, you can bring it by the
week before the fair or make an appointment for drop off with Nick Keil, 387-
4555, Tom Griffith 387-5694 or Laura Williams 387-5694.

This year we will not be having a Golden Elephant Tag Sale. The town’s
insurance company thinks the Old Town Hall (the building across from the
Church) is unsafe so for the time being no one is allowed to use the building.
Regretfully we cannot accept any tag sale items. 

This year the theme of our parade is “Book it to Westminster West”, honor-
ing the volunteers at the library. There’ll be the usual selection of entertainment
and activities from races in the morning to the talent show in the afternoon.  In
between there is the fabulous chicken barbeque and the ever popular and exclu-
sive “Whack a Corn Cob”. Or you can browse through the selections in the silent
auction. 

For questions or suggestions or to volunteer:, contact Nick Keil 387-4555 or
Betsy Williams 387-2765.

Wanted: Geologist or Rock Hound

The Bellows Falls Rotary Club would like to thank all of the businesses that
donated to our Annual Penny Sale, which was held on May 7.

We are pleased to announce the following Cash Prize Winners:  $500.00 by
Shaun S. Lord, So. Acworth, NH; $275. by Chris and Cheryl Sherwin, Bellows
Falls; $175 by Karylin Stron, Brattleboro; $50 by Brett Wheeler, Venice, Florida;
and $75 by Kaylin Damien, Bellows Falls.

Rylye Smith, Westminster, won the Keurig 2.0 K200 Brewing System. The
Bicycle and Helmet was won by Donald Fullam, Westminster, and the Kayak,
Paddle & Life Vest was won by Deb Jackson of Springfield.

The Penny Sale is our largest fundraiser.  Proceeds benefit our high school
scholarship program, community and international projects. Over $6,500 is
given out each year to graduates of our local high school.

Our Club meets on Thursday at Kurn Hattin Homes at 7:30 a.m. If you are
interested in  becoming a member contact Rita Hinds at 463-3779.

The Westminster Historical Society has a large, old collection of minerals that
are not identified. Some are quite large, others are small. 

Would someone out there with the ability to identify these objects be willing
to donate a few hours at the museum to help us out? We do not know whether to
keep them or donate them to another organization. 

Any advice will be greatly appreciated. Call Alice Caggiano at 722-4324 to
offer your help and make an appointment. We thank you in advance for consid-
ering this request.

Saturday, June 11 was Graduation Day at Kurn Hattin Homes for Children,
an important and bittersweet milestone for the 16 8th grade graduates. 

Graduation proceedings began with William Abbott, President of the Board
welcoming all and congratulating the students. Houseparent Clint Plante gave
the Invocation and the Benediction. Riley Daniels gave a powerful welcoming
Salutation, touching on his own personal experience and growth process. Riley
gave credit to houseparent, Bill McHugh, for his support and positive influence. 

Several students and alumni received one or more prizes from the categories
of awards which included: the Massachusetts Board of Directors, Alumni
Association, Woodhull Music, and Maiola Athletic Awards. 

Awards presented by Executive Director Steve Harrison included the Eleanor
Ward Achievement (Hanna Czyzewski), John P. Barry & Christopher W. Barry
Award (Zachary Corban, 7th Grade), W.I. Mayo Memorial (Riley Daniels),
Ralph & Ruby Lerche Scholarship (Lillian Cole), Thomas G. Fahner Scholarship
(Gabrielle Knight, Class of 2010; and Taylor Maynard, Class of 2012), and the
Suitcase Award (Riley Daniels and Talia Griffin).  

Kimberly Judd, Valedictorian, talked about her own personal journey. Kim
recalled that she experienced an emerging sense of freedom and acceptance at
Kurn Hattin due to staff members who helped her find the best methods of learn-
ing and self-expression to fit her as an individual. She described how she gradu-
ally developed trust in her peers over time, and established new friendships. 

She thanked the many teachers and staff who made such a difference in her
life, and her parents for being with her “every step of the way.” In closing, she
said, “Now it’s time to do this again. I have no clue what to expect at my high
school or of the students and teachers. I’ll be scared again, but I’ll be more open
this time.” 

Diplomas were then presented by William Abbott and Noah Noyes. After
graduating, many of the students stay on campus for the summer program, and
then will rejoin their families and attend their local high schools in the fall.
Others will move on to attend other private residential schools with a similar
mission.

Congratulations to The Kurn Hattin Class of 2016: Anna Bryan (White River
Junction, VT), Alista Charbonneau (Manchester, NH), Lillian Cole (Lyndonville,
VT), Marquell Collins-Williams (Bloomfield, CT), Hanna Czyzewski
(Huntington, VT), Riley Daniels (Springfield, VT), Jaykob Fagans (Springfield,
VT), Jessica Gibson (Montpelier, VT), Talia Griffin (New York, NY), Evan Hall
(Springfield, VT), Lydia Jones (Putney, VT), Kimberly Judd (Westminster, VT),
Paige Rourke (Keene, NH), Liam Snowden (Marlborough, NH), Amity
Stockwell (Putney, VT), and James White (Brattleboro, VT). We love you all,
and wish you well!

Rotary Club Thanks

Kurn Hattin Graduates 16

WE need more Westminster
Mystery Photos, and would also
be interested in submissions about
some of Westminster’s Interesting

History, such as about last
month’s Abenaque Machine Works
Photo. Feel free to submit your

ideas and proposals!

The popular Cabin at the Pinnacle overlook is getting a major facelift. 
You can read more about the history of that special place and the repairs and

changes that will be made by visiting www.windmillhillpinnacle.org.  
There you can see pictures of the original cabin, the building that was gifted by

the Littmans in 1997 to WHPA, the cabin that was turned into a shelter in 1999, and
present sections that need repair.  

To make these projects happen quickly, the Pinnacle Association is appealing to
its supporters, hikers, and cabin guests for contributions. You’re invited to help
Pinnacle start and complete the changes this fall by contributing online or by down-
loading a form that will allow you to send a donation by mail.  

Every contribution will be appreciated and help secure this special facility for
present and future generations.  

For further information or to make a gift of stocks or securities, contact Rick
Cowan at 869-1681.

Work on the Pinnacle Cabin to Start
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. All skill
levels welcome. Contact Michael Daley for
more information at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Chair Yoga
Every Friday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. at the
First Congregational Church in
Westminster. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the library. They wel-
come visits from the public\. Contact Lisa
Cavanaugh at 387-4682.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by Hetty Green Park in Bellows Falls
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m., for our
Farmers Market. For details visit
www.bffarmersmarket.com.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship is at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday
at 10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always
welcome! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a spe-
cial offering that goes to Our Place in
Bellows Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open
and Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno
is the pastor, and musicians are Fred Gray
and Malcolm Toleno.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday
afternoons, and people are welcome to drop
by. However, since "office hours" some-
times means she's out visiting people in
their homes, it's a good idea to make an
appointment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Walpole Bible Church
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.walpolebiblechurch.org.

Walpole Unitarian Church 
Services are presented by Rev. Lisa

Mobayed M.Div. Worship services are at
10 a.m. Children's Religious Education
begins at 10 a.m. with the adults and
moves to Hastings House at 10:15.
Refreshments and conversation are held
after the service with the children includ-
ed. www.walpoleunitarian.org.

Meetings
Selectboard 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 1st Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board - No
Summer Meetings 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Westminster
Institute at 4:30 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Monday, July 25 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute

Westminster Institute Board will meet
on Tuesday, May 10 at 7 p.m. in the
Institute.
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The Deadline for
the August Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is 

Wednesday, 
July 27

Publication Date is 
Tuesday, August 2

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette 

E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com
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By Greg Holton,
Flag Committee Chairman

Driving through one of our neigh-
boring towns, I was in awe as I saw the
flags that were displayed along the
Main Street. To me, that was a beauti-
ful sight.

The flag means different things to
different people but growing up I was
always taught that the flag meant patri-
otism for our country. It also showed
how much you support the men and
women who serve our country every
day: past, present and in the future.

After 9/11, we also realize that the
flag is a symbol to show support for
those people who are willing to
respond to the citizen’s call for help, no
matter how dangerous.

When I started discussing my idea
with different people in the town, I was
surprised at how many people thought
it was a great idea and were willing to
volunteer their time to make this come
to be.  Thus, we became the Town Flag
Committee.

After calling the neighboring town to see what steps I had to take, I started
the process.  I called the power company, filled out the necessary paperwork,
and then approached the town’s select board. After getting all the approvals I
needed, the next step was raising money. As I left the meeting, I was approached
by an individual who was willing to donate the money needed.

As you can see, there were many people involved in this idea and to all of
those people who gave up their time in one way or another, and to the individ-
ual who donated the money needed, I am sincerely grateful. I would like to
thank you all for you dedication.

Picture-perfect weather and 20 teams of cheerful golfers made for an enjoyable
day of golf at Southeastern Vermont Community Action’s (SEVCA) 15th Annual
“Chipping Away at Poverty” Benefit Golf Tournament at the Brattleboro Country
Club on June 24. 

The four Tournament Co-Sponsors--Black River Produce, Mutual of America,
IPG Employee Benefits Specialists, and Westview Terrace Apartments—along
with 15 other major sponsors, other donors, and golfers--raised over $11,000 to
support SEVCA’s essential anti-poverty programs serving low-income individuals
and families in Windham and Windsor counties.

Weatherization and Crisis Fuel Program vendors, local and regional business-
es, local service providers, staff members, and other SEVCA friends and support-
ers sponsored and/or engaged in friendly competition to raise money for the
agency, many returning from previous years. A Hole-In-One Contest sponsored by
Brattleboro Ford-Subaru gave participants the chance to win a new Subaru
Crosstrek and other valuable prizes. One player hit a shot that landed only a few
feet from the cup on the car prize hole, but unfortunately, no one drove away in a
new car this year. A $5,000 cash prize for the Putting Contest also went unclaimed,
though Sheldon Scott from Whitney Blake won a smaller cash prize for getting
closest to the cup. Players participated in a 50/50 raffle and a ‘Vegas Hole’ com-
petition in addition to the team and individual golfing competitions. 

The tournament winners were:  1st Place Team – Mutual of America; 2nd Place
– Raven Bay Associates; 3rd Place – Convenience Products; Women’s Closest to
the Pin: Tracy Sloan; Men’s Closest to the Pin – Chris Kibbe; Women’s Longest
Drive – Tracy Sloan; Men’s Longest Drive – Jake Obar. 

In addition to the co-sponsors listed above, SEVCA wishes to thank the fol-
lowing businesses, organizations and individuals for their sponsorships and other
support: ‘Double Eagle’ Level Sponsor: Kinney-Pike Insurance and The Stove
Depot, Inc.; Putting Contest Sponsor: IPG Employee Benefits Specialists; Golfer
Bag and Gift Sponsors: Mutual of America and Black River Produce; Golf Ball
Sponsor: Streeter, LLC; Hole-in-One Sponsor: Brattleboro Ford-Subaru;
Breakfast and Luncheon Sponsor: Harriman’s Heating; Hole Sponsors– Clark’s
Quality Foods, Cocoplum Appliances, Durand Toyota Ford, EFI, Leone,
McDonnell & Roberts P.A., Northeast Delta Dental, Simon Operation Services,

Sovernet Communications, Unifirst Corporation, Westview Terrace Apartments,
The Windham Foundation, and WW Building Supply; Team Sponsors:
Brattleboro Country Club, Canon Solutions America, Convenience Products,
Farnum Insulators, Paul & Carol McDonnell, Raven Bay Associates, LLC, Sunset
Tool, Inc., and Whitney Blake Company; General Supporters –Burtco, Inc.,
Claypoint Associates, Don’s Heating LLC, Hits the Spot Yoga, Hugh Haggerty,
Magee Office Products, PayData Workforce Solutions, and Westminster Auto
Service; In-Kind Contributors –Bellows Falls Country Club, Brattleboro Country
Club, Crown Point Country Club, Killington Resort, Putney Food Co-op, Leone,
McDonnell & Roberts, P.A., Sunset Tool Inc., United Natural Foods, Walmart. 

SEVCA extends a special thanks to Brattleboro Country Club and their staff
for their assistance in hosting the tournament this year.
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New Flags Decorate Village Streets

For more information about Rotary,
contact Alma Beals at

almabeals@gmail.com or 722-3355

Westminster’s village flags, as photographed by Lori Larue.

SEVCA Tournament Raises $11K to Fight Local Poverty

Youth Services invites area golfers to participate in its 31st Annual Golf
Tournament at Brattleboro Country Club on Wednesday, July 27. This is the 31st
year that Youth Services has organized this tournament to support the safety net
for youth and children. 

The event will kick off with a free lunch from noon to 1 p.m. The shotgun
start for the Scrambles format tournament will take place at 1. Following the
tournament there will be a banquet, sponsored by G.S. Precision. 

The all-inclusive registration fee for the tournament is $130 per individual or
$520 per foursome. The fee covers greens fees and cart, a buffet lunch, and din-
ner following the tournament.  Dinner-only tickets may also be purchased for
$35 each.  

Early registration encouraged on-line at www.youthservicesinc.org/golf or
call 257-0361. 

To buy a golf ball for the helicopter drop, visit
www.youthservicesinc.org/ball-drop.

Youth Services Seeks Golfers
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S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:
www.westminsterauto.com

July Business of the Month:
Village Square Booksellers

Village Square Booksellers was purchased by Pat and Alan Fowler in
November 2000 and moved to its current location in April 2002. 

The bookstore carries books, toys and gifts for all ages for yourself, for birth-
days, anniversaries, etc. Gift wrapping is available year round, perfect for that
last minute gift. 

Vsbooks has a nice selection of journals, stationery, notecards, and some art
supplies, including coloring books, pencils, pens and zentangle supplies. 

Their cafe area in the back is available for author events. Knitting Together
meets there each Wednesday afternoon to make mittens and hats for schools. 

Www.villagesquarebooks.com shows the bookstore's on-hand inventory in
their Book Search menu and orders can be placed to pick up and pay at the store,
or we can ship out-of-town gifts. Stop by to visit Bella, the bookstore cat, for a
snuggle. 
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Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Streeter L.L.C.
Licensed Electrician

PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.
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