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The Bellows Falls Alumni Association
Queen, selected by the 2009 BFUHS gradu-
ating class, will be crowned in the Square
at 12:30 pm just prior to the 1 pm start of
the parade on Sunday, June 21st.     Queen
nominees are:   

Molly Chisamore
Parents Name: Mark and Judy Chisamore

Activities/Interests:  While at the high school
I've taken great pride in my academics, and
proud to say I'll graduate 5th in my class. I've
participated in three varsity sports for all four
years; Field Hockey, Basketball, and Softball.
I was also a captain of all 3 teams.  My com-
munity service has been geared towards help-
ing out children, along with my job as a nanny
because I enjoy working with young children.

Future Plans:
I plan to attend Simmons College in Boston
Ma, where I'll be playing on the Field Hockey
team and receiving a degree in Nursing (RN),
and specializing in Pediatrics.

Meghan Hitchcock
Parents Names: Robert & Heidi Hitchcock
What I have been involved in at BFUHS: I
have participated on the Varsity Field Hockey
team for four years. I have also participated in
many local art shows and competitions. I have
been employed by Allen Brother's Farm Stand
for three years. 
Future plans: I will be attending Colby-Sawyer
College in the 2009 fall semester in New
London, NH. I am majoring in Psychology.

Joyce Kearney
Parents names: Delvina Kearney and Mark
Kearney
What I have been involved in while at BFUHS:
In the past four years at Bellows Falls Union
High School I have involved myself in many of
the activities, and sports offered; Varsity
Soccer, Track and Field, Indoor Track, Indoor
Soccer and I’ am a member of the Student
Council. I enjoy, and take pride in participating
in the sports and activities given to the stu-
dents at Bellows Falls Union High School,
being around friends and helping out the com-
munity. Throughout these years I have worked
at the Alstead Village Market and as a babysit-
ter formy neighbors. 

Future Plans
Upon graduating from Bellows Falls Union
High School I will be attending Castleton State
College where I will be pursuing a degree in
English.

Kerrie  Record -I’ve grown up in the
small town of Grafton, Vermont with my par-
ents, Rodney and Kimberly, and my siblings,
Kristine and Kyle. Ever since I was little I have
found enjoyment in the competition of sports,
and have been a member of both the varsity
soccer and varsity softball teams for the past
four years. In addition to sports, I’ve kept
myself busy by participating in student council
and being a class officer. Aside from school,
I’ve also maintained two jobs; for three years
I’ve been employed in retail at the Grafton
Village Cheese Company and just last year I
began waitressing at Pleasant Valley Brewing.
Next year I will be a full time student at UVM.
I have been accepted into their four year nurs-
ing program and hope to build a career in the
field of nursing once I get out of college.   

Johanna Rodriguez
Parents: My parents are Leticia & Stefan
James

Activities: Throughout my four years of high
school I have been involved in many extra cur-
ricular activities such as: Student
Council(Historian & Treasurer), Big Brothers &
Big Sisters, AFS Study Abroad(Italy), Drama
Club, Environmental Club, Diversity
Committee, Swim Team, and Tennis.

Community Service: I have dedicated and vol-
unteered a lot of my time to different commu-
nity service events such as: Special Olympics,
Greater Falls Community Kitchen, Videotaping
girls basketball games, Christmas &
Thanksgiving community baskets, Feed The
Thousands Food Drive, Muscular Dystrophy,
Fundraising For Aids in Rwanda

Post Secondary Education: I will be attending
Pace University(NYC). I will be going for
Marketing and Management. I also hope to
study abroad in a Spanish speaking country
for a year to become fluent in Spanish. 

2009 Bellows Falls Alumni Association Queen Nominees

Happy Pets Hotel
Westminster West

Loving pet care in my home.
Drop-off, worry free! 

happypetshotel@gmail.com
802-376-9449

BF Alumni Weekend
NEWS

June 19-21, 2009

The 104th Bellows Falls Alumni
Association’s three day weekend
celebration will be held Friday, June
19 to Sunday, June 21.  Dances will
be held Friday evening from 8 pm to
12 am at the Waypoint Center with
music by Intercept and at American
Legion Post 37 with S&M
Productions.  Paid dues and a
$5.00 cover charge are necessary
for admission to any of the dances.
Alumni may purchase one guest
ticket.  Dues should be paid by mail,
but dues may also be paid at the
Dari Joy the night of the dance from
noon to 8 pm or the immediately
preceding Wednesday and
Thursday from 5 to 8 pm.

Class reunions will be held
Saturday, including the fiftieth
reunion of the Class of 1959 at
Vermont Academy as guests of the
Association.

The gala alumni parade will
kick off at 1 pm sharp Sunday from
the Morgan’s’ field staging area,
south on Atkinson 

Street, then north on Westminster
Street thru the Square to
Rockingham Street.  Please register
your entry by calling 802-376-5099
or emailing
julietorres75@hotmail.com.  

Prior to the start of the
parade, the Alumni Queen, selected
by the 2009 graduating class, will
be crowned in the Square at 12:30
pm.  Queen candidates include
Molly Chisamore, 
Meghan Hitchcock, Joyce Kearney,
Kerrie Record and  Johanna
Rodriguez.

A collection for the 51 year
old scholarship fund and the gener-
al support of the weekend will be
conducted during the parade;
please be as generous as possible.
Over 223 graduates have received
$114,500 in scholarship awards
since 1958.

The annual business meet-
ing will be held at 4 pm Sunday at
the Bellows Falls Middle School.
Awards will be presented for class
attendance, long distance, floats
and bands.

The Town Clerk/Treasurer’s
Office will be closed on the

following dates in June:
June 17 – the office will be open

only between the hours of 
1:00 p.m. and 6 p.m.

June 19 – closed
June 22 – closed

Molly Chisamore Joyce Kearney
Johanna 

RodriguezKerrie Record

Meghan
Hitchcock

8th Annual Garden Tour of Westminster
Information on Page (3) 
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE

$25 monthly business card ad
on this page...

Increased per card size..
$125 for 6 months

$250 for 12 months

$150 12 months (page 8)
Student of the Month

changing to
Business of the Month 

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front
on-line at:

http://westminster.govoffice.com

 

 

Who Wants to Be the Biggest Loser in
Westminster???

I challenge you to become one of the
Biggest"Weight" Losers in

Westminster.

JOIN THE WEIGHT LOSS 
CHALLENGE!!!

This 12 week program promotes proper nutrition,
food choices, and encourages excercise. 

Each person will receive personalized weekly, 
one on one coaching.

Classes start June 13th  from 9:30 to 10:30
at 122 Slies Hl in Westminster. The cost is $35 of
which the money will be paid in cash prizes to the

winners. Use your own weight loss program or I can
recommend one.

Recently one challenge in New England had a total
of 154.8 lbs lost and the

#1 prize was $300 for losing 36.8 lbs.

For registration and information call 802-722-4258
or 888-279-2124

Pictures of personalized diplomas from 
COMPASS SCHOOL from last year's

graduates (both of whom came from
Westminster).  article on Page 5

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*BELLOWS

Vernon & Doreen Kelton PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722- 4722
Check us out on our website:  www.westminsterauto.com

WESTMINSTER GAZETTE
Editor:  Peggy Porter
Board of Directors:

Elizabeth Harlow - Chairwoman
Ginger Cook

Ronnie Friedman
Toby Young 

Pictures and Articles Provided by the Community

 

WWii--FFii aavvaaiillaabbllee uuppoonn rreeqquueesstt

THE GAZETTE ALWAYS
WELCOMES DONATIONS...

Send donations to:
Town Office c/o Gazette

PO Box 147
Westminster, VT

05158

Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping

General Labor/Odd Jobs

westminster June 09.qxp  6/2/2009  3:57 PM  Page 2



June  2009  Westminster Gazette    page 3

Westminster Cares
Announces 
June 20-21 Gardens of
Westminster Tour
by Nan Stefanik, Development
Director

Westminster - Local resi-
dents are looking forward to
Westminster Cares’ 8th annual gar-
den tour because its June date helps
punctuate the season transition.
Participants always enjoy viewing
several beautiful local gardens with
family, friends and neighbors while
benefiting the highly regarded non-
profit serving the town’s seniors and
disabled adults.

This year, The Gardens of
Westminster is showcasing six local
gardens between 10:00 – 3:00 on
Saturday, June 20th and noon until 3
p.m. on Sunday, June 21st.   This
year’s Tour will feature six gardens
in Westminster:  the gardens of Mary
and Gordon Hayward, (Westminster
West),  Brad and Bev Dunbar
(Hartley Hill), Barbara Sherrod/Mark
Steinhardt (Hartley Hill), Catherine
Cadieux/John Medieros, (Morse
Brook Road),  Lucy and Jim Matteau
(Route 5) and Ann and Frank
Kebbell (Route 5).

Tickets and maps of The
Gardens of Westminster tour can be
picked up either at The Westminster
Institute on Route 5 or at the

renowned gardens of Gordon and
Mary Hayward in Westminster West
where there will be live music,
lemonade and light delicious fare.
The Haywards’ extraordinary garden
is the subject of their first book, The
Intimate Garden, and can be virtual-
ly visited at haywardgardens.com.
The entrance fee is $10.00 per per-
son.   

Also that weekend, the
Saxtons River Art Guild Members
will present ”The Garden of Art,” an
art show on Saturday from 9:30 to
3:00 and Sunday from 12:00 to 3:00
at the Westminster Institute. The
guild, formed in 1976 for the
advancement and encouragement
of the fine arts, is donating 10% of all
sales to Westminster Cares.

On Sunday, tour partici-
pants also are welcome to join a
two-hour hike led by Nature
Museum of Grafton naturalist Lynn
Morgan up Bald Hill and to the
thrilling Twin Falls.  Interested hikers
should meet at the end of Cemetery
Road (near the entrance to Bellows
Falls Union High School) at 2 p.m.
This is a moderate walk with some
steep spots and spectacular views.

All proceeds from The
Gardens of Westminster benefit
Westminster Cares, a local nonprofit
dedicated to supporting the area’s
seniors to live with independence and
dignity in their homes for as long as
possible.    For more information, call
802-722-3607.

BFUHS Students to attend 
Governor's Institute of Vermont
by Suzanne Groenewold

Three Bellows Falls Union High School students have been accepted into The
Governor’s Institutes of Vermont for Summer 2009. Megan Novasel and Codi-Ann

Hindes will attend the Institute on Asian Cultures
at the University of Vermont, living in the dorms
for the week.  They will travel to China next sum-
mer.  Hindes has also received a Freeman
Scholarship through the School for International
Training in Brattleboro.  
Rachel Hollar will attend the Governor’s Institute
on Current Issues and Youth Activism held in
Brattleboro at the School for International
Training. The Governor’s Institutes of Vermont
offer outstanding learning opportunities for high
school students in Vermont. Over 8,500 highly
motivated students have participated since 1983.

Bellows Falls Middle School visited New
Hampshire Motor Speedway  by Ed Sanders Coordinator of
Pass Program 

On April 17th the Pass Program of Bellows Falls Middle School visited New
Hampshire Motor
Speedway. The students
toured the paddock where
multiple types of race cars
were parked.  They also
toured the garage areas
where race cars were being
worked on.  They were invit-
ed by drivers to sit in their
cars.  They saw Corvettes,
Porsches, and many other
kinds of purpose built race
cars.  The track workers,
who were all dressed in
white, were asked answer-

ing questions by the students about the track and what they do. Track work-
ers even provided them with scanners to listen to track control.  The work-
ers also advised the students what the different flags are used for.  Students
of the Pass Program also watched their teacher dress and prepare to race.
The Pass Program of Bellows Falls Middle School will continue to take field
trips in their community.  

It is a pleasure to announce that 
Emily Gehly has been cho-
sen the April Elk’s Student
of the Month for Bellows
Falls Union High School.
Emily, a sophomore, is the daughter of
Karen Gehly and William Quntilio of
Westminster.

Emily is a dedicated student who works
hard.  She does quality work, contributes
well in class with thought-provoking com-
ments, and has a great attitude towards

learning. Emily has an open mind when it comes to other cultures in the
world; she is respectful to the diversity of the world and interested in learn-
ing as much as she can about it. Emily is helpful, not only to her teachers
but to her classmates as well as she is always willing to offer assistance to
classmates who have questions.  In addition to working hard in her class-
es, Emily has been a member of the BFUHS Math Team. 

Emily is a student whom people can count on and she deserves recogni-
tion for her hard work.
Congratulations, Emily. BFUHS is proud to have you represent us with
this award.

Westminster School Garden is Growing Strong
Elizabeth Harlow

Update:
So far, the garden has been fertilized and tilled... and tilled again to knock back weeds. We
have mulching straw and hay lined up to use throughout the garden. It's purpose is to block
weeds from growing and help keep moisture in the soil by inhibiting evaporation. Thanks to
Paul Harlow and Brandon Allen for spreading and tilling composted manure. We're thrilled to
hear from Bazin Farm that they will donate composted manure for the garden next year. 

Class Crops:
Each class has the joy and responsibility of working together to grow one crop on a large
enough scale that the kitchen can use it in the hot meal program. On Planting Day, June 2,
classes planted as follows: 
Kindergarten: Carrots
First Graders: Watermelon
Second Graders: Butternut Squash (a winter squash)
Third Graders: Popcorn!
Fourth and Fifth Graders: Potatoes and Bell Peppers
Sixth Graders don't have a crop, since they won't be here next year to harvest. However they
buddy with Kindergarteners to pass along their garden care and knowledge. 
Everyone contributes to the planting of a section of the garden for vegetables requested from
the school chef. And as always, there is a section for the traditional East Wing snack pro-
gram.

Thanks:
As always, a great big Thanks to all the Westminster farmers who are giving their precious
time and resources to our school community in support of this project: Kissell Farm for mulch
hay, and for field prep and plants- Harlow Farm (Paul Harlow), Old Athens Farm (Mike Collins
and Rebecca Nixon), and Deep Meadow Farm (Jon Cohen). You can find their delicious pro-
duce at their booths in local farmer's markets, Old Athens Farm CSA, and Harlow Farm
Stand. Another sincere Thanks to the teachers, staff, and family volunteers who help care for
the garden throughout the summer. Your enthusiasm and time is so very appreciated!

Come visit the garden, see the colorful banners made of good wishes from students,
watch the progress of the growth and join us in caring for this outdoor classroom. Any
questions / suggestions, call 722-5120.

The Westminster
Community Playground 
by Amy Rounds

The Westminster Community Playground
Committee has been working over the
past year to raise money for new addi-
tions to the Westminster Center School’s
Playground.  The Westminster Center
School is a hub for the community offer-
ing numerous activities at the school such
as concerts, roller skating night, arts pro-
grams etc.  The school also hosts numer-
ous sporting events throughout the year.
The current playground is outdated and
geared for younger children.  The
Committee interviewed numerous stu-
dents asking them what they would envi-
sion for a playground.  After speaking with
the students it was decided that instead
of replacing the existing structures, we
would add to them.  

The Committee had multiple playground
companies come to the school and we
chose UltiPlay Parks and Playgrounds
Inc out of Uxbridge MA.  The students
chose to add two tire swings, four see-
saws, a music/drum panel, a monorail,
three spinning tea cups and a sand dig-
ger.  We also have purchased a
Supernova which is a new style of merry-
go-round that is safer than the traditional
ones.  This was purchased from JP
LaRue Inc out of Tiverton RI.

In order to make this dream a reality the
Playground Committee needed to raise
$25,000.  We had over the years raised 

about $3,000 through private donations
and collecting box tops on General Mills
products.  A letter was sent out to the
community solicitation donations last
summer.  This raised $1000.  The school
then had a community fair in September
that raised about $2500.  We received a
$5000 grant from the Dascom Fund in
Westminster VT, $5000 from VT Entergy,
$3000 from Playworks and $1000
Cooperative Insurance companies thru
their Community Grant Program.  We
were able to receive this due to the efforts
of Greater Falls Insurance Services, a
locally owned and operated insurance
agency located in Westminster who rep-
resents Cooperative Insurance
Companies.

Without the donations from these compa-
nies and individuals we could never have
gotten this far.  The Westminster
Community Playground Committee is
truly thankful for all the donations that
have been given to us especially in these
hard economic times.  

That being said, the Community
Build date is June 13-14 2009 at
7:00 am rain or shine. We are in
need of any community volunteer who is
able to help us that day.  We will have
free food and drinks and free child care.
If you have any questions, please contact
the Westminster Center School at 802-
722-3241.
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In July, this Bellows Falls Union
High School Sophomore, will
be headed to Maharoshtra
Province in India to live with a
host family and study abroad.
Courtney Perry wanted to
experience another culture next
year and began researching
her options with her guidance
councilor who told her about
the Rotary International Youth
Exchange program.  Perry con-
tacted the local Rotary chapter
in Bellows Falls and earned her
way to India.  Perry will leave
her home for nearly a year,
returning in May '10.   She is
preparing for her study and liv-
ing abroad by attending Rotary
Orientations called, Outbounds.
"Rebounds are people who
have experienced the Rotary
Youth Exchange program.
They come and talk to us and
help us plan for our trip and
give us advice.  There are 22
other students from the Rotary
District who will be studying
abroad next year." said Perry.
For over 75 years, students and
host families have broadened
their horizons through Rotary
Youth Exchange.  More than 80
countries and over 8,000 stu-
dents each year participate in
the program, which is adminis-
tered at the regional level by
Rotary districts and clubs.
Rotary clubs are made up of
volunteers who are involved in
community service, emphasize
high ethical standards, and
work toward peace and under-
standing in the world.  "I've
already communicated to one
of my potential host families in
India." said Perry.  She said that
she could have as many as
three host families during the
year.  Perry said her own family
has been very supportive of her
dream.

THE FIREFLY
By Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

After all these years, I still get excited when I've spotted my first firefly of the sea-
son.  Most of us have childhood memories of chasing the dancing lights with jar
or glass in hand.  One lonely flash may catch your eye one night, and then a hand-
ful the next.  If you can find a low lying damp meadow or pasture in the months of
June and July, you may be treated to a magical show of hundreds or even thou-
sands of these small insects.  The silent and rhythmic greenish-yellow flashing
innocently beckons to children and adult of all ages in the firefly's nightly search
to find just the right mate.

Although their proper family name is Lampyridae, they are more commonly known
as fireflies or lightning bugs.  These winged beetles produce a bioluminescence
or "cold light" from their underside that attracts both a mate and prey.  However,
did you know that the firefly larvae as well as the eggs also produce the biolumi-
nescence?  This glow indicates their bitterly unpleasant taste to would-be preda-
tors.  There are more than 2,000 species of fireflies worldwide, and the species
that live in our area love marshy regions as well as wooded places with plenty of
rotting wood and other decay which is also the breeding ground for their favorite
foods such as snails and slugs.

Some species can be found at nearly an inch long, but the 180 types of fireflies in
the Northeast and Canada are generally about a half inch long with dark brown or
black bodies with large orange eyes or orange markings on or near the head.  The
larvae, also called glow worms, are dark in color and about the same length as
the adult beetle.  A few days after mating, the female will find a dark, moist area,
usually in the ground, to lay her eggs which will hatch three to four weeks later.
The larvae feed on worms and slugs during the rest of the summer and then over-
winter deep in the ground.  Once they emerge in the spring, the larvae will feed
for another few weeks.  This enables them to pupate for another one to two weeks 

and become the adult that we are most familiar.  Some adult species will not eat
again while others are reported to feed on flower nectar and pollen.

Each species has its own unique flying and flashing pattern which is barely dis-
cernable to the human eye, but unmistakable between species.  If you could take
a nighttime picture of all the different flashes, you would see that some males
flash in quick dots or slow dots, while others leave longer dashes.  One particular
species, known as the Big Dipper firefly, will drop in a "J-like" design.  The male
cruises silently through the night air in the hopes of attracting a female which is
usually attached to a blade of grass or other vegetation below.  If his signal as well
as his method of delivering it is pleasing to her, the female will respond with her
own light show within a fixed time delay after the male has completed his special
"serenade."

Sadly, as we continue to disturb the soils that are their habitats by plowing, tilling
or adding chemicals and pesticides, there are fewer breeding grounds now then
only a few generations ago.  If you would like to attract more fireflies to your area,
you need to cut back or eliminate any chemicals that you spread on your lawn as
well as any outdoor lighting.  Fireflies prefer dark areas, in fact they tend to be less
active on moonlit nights so even a constant porch light might keep them away.
Also, after mating, the adult female will need plenty of undisturbed areas that
include leaf litter, decaying wood or moist places.

Would you like more information concerning fireflies?  The Master Gardeners of
Vermont are trained to help you with all your needs.  Call their Helpline toll-free at
1-800-639-2230, send questions by email to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visit
their website at http://www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for extensive information.

What’s happening at
Green Valley School

The Westminster
Historical Society
museum will open for
its new season on
Sunday, July 5, 2009,
2 – 4 pm

We know many of our residents
have never been upstairs in
Westminster Town Hall. Most visi-
tors are amazed at the collection of
Westminster historical artifacts we
have on display. Also, the recently
restored, magnificent stage curtain
will be rolled down for viewing.
Take an hour or two some Sunday
this summer and stroll through our
exhibits. There are architectural
parts of our old Meeting House, a
large model of the Cumberland
County Court House, old farm
implements and the Town horse
drawn hearse….(no horses). Our
albums of old photographs alone
are worth a visit. Take a walk back
in time with us. You should be
pleasantly surprised.

We are in need of some reliable
volunteers who are willing to give
us two hours on one Sunday after-
noon this summer between July
5th through September 6th to be a
host or hostess at our museum
and law office. It is easy. You do
not have to be a Westminster his-
tory addict. If you think you would
like to help us, please call Karen
Larson, 802-722-4203. If no
answer, leave a message with your
name and telephone number and
Karen will return your call

Our society has a need for a reel to
reel tape recorder/player in good
working condition. We need to play
an oral history recording made in
1976. We want to make a paper
copy of the discussion on the tape.
If you cannot make this a donation,
we would be willing to borrow the
machine for a brief period of time
and return it safely to its owner. If
this something you would be willing
to help with, please call Alice
Caggiano, 802-722-4324. Again, if
no answer, leave your name and
number and she will get back to
you.

Courtney Perry

LEONARD’S GAS & ELECTRIC SPONSORS SEVCA’S
“CHIPPING AWAY AT POVERTY”
8TH ANNUAL BENEFIT GOLF TOURNAMENT

WESTMINSTER – Southeastern Vermont Community Action’s
(SEVCA’s) 2009 Benefit Golf Tournament is being held on
Thursday, June 4th, at the Crown Point Country Club in
Springfield, with registration starting at 8:00 A.M and tee time at
9:00. This year the theme is again “Chipping Away at Poverty,”
reflecting the work SEVCA does day after day to help people cope
with the hardships of poverty and free them from that vicious
cycle. This year, Leonard’s Gas & Electric (a Dead River compa-
ny) of Woodstock, VT has generously agreed to be the
Tournament Sponsor, and National Fiber of Belchertown, MA is a
Co-Sponsor.

The proceeds from this event are essential to SEVCA’s ability to
resolve the diverse issues facing its clients, according to Executive
Director Steve Geller. “That has become especially critical in light
of the soaring cost of fuel, housing, food and other basic needs
over the past few years,” Geller said. “We need these funds to
make sure families have heat, keep from being evicted, put food
on their table or resolve other crises, enable the healthy develop-
ment of their children, help start a business to allow them to
achieve financial stability, and much more.”

Businesses and individuals can participate by becoming a spon-
sor, playing in the tournament and/or sponsoring a golfer or a four-
some.  All sponsorships are tax-deductible, as are the portion of
the player registration fees over the actual costs. Sponsors will
receive recognition in the program and at the luncheon, signs at
the event, and in local newspapers and on SEVCA’s website and
networking pages.  Players will get a fun day of golf on a first-class
course.  And everyone will have the satisfaction of contributing to
the health, well-being and quality of life for some of the most vul-
nerable members of our community.

To make it even more enticing, there are great prizes, including:
1st, 2nd & 3rd place teams, Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin
for men and women; 4 great Hole-in-One prizes including a brand
new 2009 Toyota Camry from Durand Ford Toyota of Westminster,
a Royal Caribbean cruise, a $500 pro shop gift certificate, and a
set of golf clubs. In addition, there will be a Putting Contest with a
$5,000 prize for sinking the putt.

Sponsorships and player slots are filling up fast, so it will be first
come, first served. Call SEVCA at (800) 464-9951 or send an
email to lbrooks@sevca.org to request sponsorship and/or regis-
tration forms or to get more information.

SEVCA is the non-profit organization designated by state and fed-
eral officials to address the full range of needs of low-to-moderate
income residents of Windham and Windsor Counties, through
such programs as Crisis Fuel and Housing Assistance, Family
Services, Weatherization, Head Start, “Good Buy” Thrift Stores,
Micro Business Development, Individual Development Accounts,
and Tax Preparation Assistance.

For more information about the Tournament Sponsor, Leonard’s
Gas & Electric, go to the company website at www.deadriver.com.
Co-Sponsor National Fiber’s website is www.nationalfiber.com.

Green Valley School is a non-profit
organization focused on the well-
being and development of children
and families in Putney,
Westminster, and the surrounding
areas.  We offer care for children
ages 3 months to 6 years, Friday
morning playgroups, and summer
camps. The mission of Green
Valley School is to cultivate health,
freedom, and reverence for the
natural world for children, families,
and the greater community.  Our
nature based, outdoor program
was developed and informed by
the insights of Rudolf Steiner,
founder of Waldorf Education, and
Dr. Emmi Pikler, Hungarian
Pediatrician and renowned child
advocate. At Green Valley School,
we foster a feeling of home where
our focus is on daily living, explor-
ing, and play.  We are very excited
about our Camp Green Valley this
summer, where the programs will
focus on exploring the outdoors,
being trash free, and dying cloth
with natural materials such as flow-
ers.  We are also extending an invi-
tation to children with special
needs and senior adults.  Summer
camps will include an organic
snack and lunch, along with all
materials needed for activities.  We
have a suggested donation of
$120- $180 a week, for the chil-
dren, and for senior adults we ask
that you give what you can to help
us cover the cost of lunch.  Green
Valley School is also happy to
announce that we are sponsoring a
Teen Dance at the Putney
Community Center June 26th 7:00
to 10:00 P.M.  D.J. Edje will be our
entertainment, we will serve
snacks, and there will be games to
play.  Admissions fee is $5, plus
another $2 if you’d like to make
your own Sundae!  Green Valley
School makes the care of our com-
munity’s children our first priority.
We invite the community to our
Open House June 7th 10:00-
11:30.  Please contact us if you
have any questions or would like to
join our community. (802)-387-
2298 or GVS@sover.net
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Compass School: 10 Years
and Counting
—Rick Gordon , Founding Director 

It seems only yesterday Phil Grant
popped out of the corn field with banjo in
hand and welcomed our first class of 47
7th-9th graders to Compass School. It’s
been a long and rewarding journey since
that opening day, and the amazing stories
of transforming lives at Compass over the
past ten years makes all who have been
part of this voyage tremendously proud. 
The first couple years were truly an
adventure as teachers and students
worked to collectively shape the culture of
Compass. The energy of having more
than half the school as seventh graders in
the gigantic big room with the art bar, ceil-
ing tiles removed to replace all the light-
ing, kept things lively. Virtually everything
was possible, leading to some superb
learning experiences and not a small
degree of chaos. This first student group,
led by the six intrepid 9th graders, devel-
oped one of the most useful of life’s
skills—that of flexibility—along with a
strong sense of ownership in creating the
foundations for the many structures and
traditions that define the Compass pro-
gram today.
Year 3 at Compass was a turning point,
as the schedule became more pre-
dictable, with the best practices of past
years in place. Maybe most importantly,
we began the year by developing the
school constitution that gave a framework
for the democratic practices we sought to
model. Our first student council with poli-
cy making authority provided a channel
for student voice, while the student judi-
ciary began to establish the legal frame-
work for resolving problems that they
later learned reflected the wise principles
of restorative justice. 
Along the way, we had countless memo-
rable learning units—Grafton Ponds trail
mapping, the Pinnacle history and geolo-
gy interpretive trail, the middle school
Agricultural Cabaret, researching the
ecology of the Westminster Town Forest,
Julia Taylor’s many Shakespeare classes
(and entertaining performances), studies
of Fast Food and Sustainability, amusing
cardboard boat races, Science of the
Mind (complete with handling real

brains!), the various museums of the 
20’s/40’s/60’s, and, of course, the famous
Film course leading to the annual
Compass Student Film Festival.
In Compass’ 5th year, we sent off our first
international trip—ambitiously enough, to
far off India. The gumption to go to such a
challenging locale looks courageous in
retrospect as it began what has become a
central piece of a Compass education.
Seeing the power of travel for every stu-
dent involved, we moved to requiring this
of all juniors to assure each graduate
appreciated the impact of direct experi-
ence and human connections that come
with travel in diverse sites.
Partnerships evolved that led Compass
students to ever more wide ranging expe-
riences: Governor’s Institute, Experiment
in International Living, Windsor Mountain
International, Oxbow School of Arts,
Antioch New England Graduate School,
Keene State’s WEL Program, The
Howard Dean Center, CCV, and, most
recently, Dartmouth College. Our close
relationship with Community Connexions
Charter Academy in Baltimore estab-
lished a unique and special relationship
between our New England kids and their
inner city youth. And our many connec-
tions along the US-Mexico border have
humanized an issue that has profound
effects on both sides of the border.
And of course, at the heart of all this are
the students who have been part of mak-
ing Compass what it is and gaining so
much from their time here. I am tempted
to make a list of the many students that
embody the Compass spirit but that
would be much too long to list here.
Maybe a shout out to those first daring
graduates can represent all those who
have graced us during this critical time of
life: To Evan, Gus, Kelly, Charity, Willow,
and Steve—you will always be in our
memories.
It has taken more than a village to make
Compass such a success over the years;
To the parents, board members, commu-
nity members, interns, exploratory teach-
ers, graduate students, and all others
who have helped in our work, we offer our
deepest appreciation. 
Pictures on Page (2) 

WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

You may email your answer to the westminsternews@gmail.com  or wminster@com-
cast.net  Phone: Babs Lynde at 802-722-9516  
The answer and the winner/s will be announced in the Next Issue.  

May  Answer: It was located on the Bemis Hill Road and...  I'm hoping someone can shed
some light on its history.  I've been told that it was originally used as a boarding house or
stagecoach stop as it sat between towns.

May  Winners:  We don’t seem to have any winners...
If you have picture’s you think would make a great mystery photo please stop by the town
office and see Bab Lyndes. We are in search of Pictures..

What was the dual purpose of this establishment, 
and where was it located?

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings on the 1st Tuesday of every
month and a combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

Number of calls in April: 19
Number of man hours spent: 7,347

Number of calls in May 1st through 28th: 18
Number of man hours spent: 2,790
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 120
Membership pins and certificates: 
The following members received awards for service at the May 5th association meeting:
Real Bazin -35 years
Mike Fawcett -35 years
Wanda West -20 years
Chuck Lawrence -20 years
Donation:
Sheila Banik and Bunny Lavallee gave a donation to the fire department in memory of their father
Eugene Metcalf
The Coburn family gave 2 Arborvitaes bushes in memory of Dave  Coburn
Boot Drive:
Thanks to the volunteer members who organized and worked at the boot drive Sunday May24th on Rt.
123 in the area of the old Northeastern Culvert and the Abenaki Car Wash. It was a successful fundrais-
er. We also wish to  thank those who got caught crossing the river that day. 

Beautification: Work has been completed on sprucing up the grounds of the fire station. A few new
lengths of fencing have been added along with flowers and shrubs. The area around the stone that dis-
plays the charter members plaque had been dressed up and some loam and surepack have been brought
in. This is a project of the association is being funded solely by association money and donations. Drive
by and take a look. It's really nice.
Gas Grill Safety: Keep your gas grill clean and in good condition. There is a vent at the back of the grill
that releases head smoke and at times, flames. There have been cases where vinyl siding has melted
because the grill is positioned too close to a wall. Many grills will have a label listing clearance recom-
mendations. If not, 24 inches is a good standard. Propane cylinders can also be dangerous. Be sure they
are not stored indoors, but outside in a well ventilated area.  
Burn Permit Alert: With spring upon us, it is usually a good time to do an outside burn, however there
may be times when burning is not allowed because of wind or sudden dry spells. Be careful to burn in
open areas away from other buildings.  Remember only unfinished wood or brush is permissible to burn.
Anything else is not allowed.  
Anyone wishing to do an outside burn must get verbal permission from one of the fire wardens before
starting a fire. You must talk with one of the wardens. Leaving an answering machine message will not
count as a permit.
AS OF THIS WRITING THERE ARE MANY AREAS WHERE THERE WILL BE NO PER-
MITS ISSUED UNTIL WE GET SOME RAIN.

The wardens are: Cole Streeter 722-3178
Mark Lund 463-9355
Pat Haas 387-5778

Missing Tent:
The Fire Department has 2 tents we use when we put on functions away from the fire house. Currently,
one is missing. No doubt it was loaned to someone who forgot to return it. If anyone out there has it or
knows of its whereabouts, please return it or contact one of the members of the fire department. We will
be needing it very soon. 

Studebaker Fund-Raiser: Work is continuing on the restoration of the 1953 Studebaker Fire Engine.
The chassis has been sandblasted and painted and is now sitting at the FireStation along with the rest of
the panels and the wheels and cab. Funds are still needed to complete the project. After the fund-raiser
is over, we are going to generate a chart listing the names of the donors. If anyone wishes to give money
in memory of or in honor of a friend or loved one, please include the information when you send in your
donation.,Those wishing to give money send to: Westminster Fire and Rescue Association Studebaker
Fund,PO Box 111,Westminster, Vt. 05158

Shelter: 
The Fire Station will be open for shelter in case an event occurs where shelter is needed. Contact the
Chief or any member of the department in case of any emergency needs.  
We are looking for help. Anyone interested in volunteering their time to help the community in a time
of need, please contact Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning
and pick up an application. We would like to have additional volunteers from the Westminster West area.
There is a Fire House and an engine located there and more help is needed to utilize the equipment dur-
ing calls. 
As always, we would like to thank the community for its continued support of the fire department.

WESTMINSTER CARES NEWS

The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met on May 6, 2009.
Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to
live with independence and dignity in the community.  Your support to this
care-giving organization is a way for all of us to take care of our elderly.

The Annual Garden Tour will be held on June 20 and 21, 2009.  This year there
will be five gardens to tour in Westminster.  Tickets ($10) may be purchased
at the Westminster Institute on route 5 or at the Hayward’s garden in
Westminster West on the days of the tour.  In addition, there will also be a
Garden Art Show at the Westminster Institute and a hike on Bald Hill Sunday,
June 21 at 2 pm.

“Call for Quilts” posters are on display at various locations.  To register one
or more quilts in the 2009 Westminster Quilt Show either email westminster-
cares.org/wgs09 or call Westminster Cares at 802-722-3607.  The preview
dates to register quilts are August 8, 15, and 22, 2009.  The Westminster Quilt
Show will be held on October 17-18, 2009, at the Westminster Center School.  

Services provided include: 12 people received Meals on Wheels.  10 rides for
5 different people by 3 volunteers for a total of 95 miles; there were 15 med-
ical equipment loans.  Meetings attended in April: Bookkeeper, Gazette, Quilt
Show; Garden Tour and meetings with the Development Director.  Programs
in April: 2 Secrets of Healthy Aging sessions, 4 Yoga classes, 4 Artist in Each
of Us classes, and 24 Living Strong classes were held.  Anyone interested in
learning more about Westminster Cares, working on a committee, making a
contribution or attending a workshop may contact Ronnie Friedman at 722-
3607 or by email at wecares@sover.net.

Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone
wishing to memorialize a loved one or a friend.  Send to: Westminster Cares,
PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158.

Westminster Cares has received the following memorial gifts during the
month of May 2009.  

In memory of: From:
Eugene Metcalf Hugh and Betty Haggerty
Eugene and Evelyn Metcalf Jean Hollar
Kitty Lawrence Jean Hollar
Carol Lawrence Jean Hollar
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Bellows Falls Farmers Market

Where: Depot St., at the Waypoint Center, downtown 
Bellows Falls, VT.

When:  Every Friday, 4 to 7 pm, May 15th to October 16th
Who: Abi Miller Healey is the manager. Contact her at 

bellowsfallsmarket@gmail.com or 802-387-6128. 
Why: Local food is good food!  Farmers’ markets 

strength en the local economy and provide people
with healthy, nutritious food.

BELLOWS FALLS FARMERS MARKET HAS 
A GREAT JUNE COMING UP

Bellows Falls, VT – May 25, 2009 –  The Bellows
Falls Farmers Market started off with a bang during the
month of June.  “This year’s first market feels really good so
far this year.  We’ve had a great turn out of customers and
more vendors than ever before,” says market manager Abi
Healey.  

This year’s market has most of last year’s vendors,
plus new vendors.  The vendors are selling organic vegeta-
bles, grass-fed meat, eggs, maple syrup, honey and hive-
ware, artisinally-crafted glassware, soaps and lotions,
bread, baked goods, jams and jellies, pizza made with local
toppings, Vietnamese food, grilled sausage and chicken,
cheese, cut flowers, bedding plants, herbs, chair massage,
and more.  Six vendors are from Westminster, including the
Sausage Man, selling grilled meat and frozen pork; Deep
Meadow Farm, selling organic vegetables and pork;
Guerrilla Grown Produce, selling organic vegetables and
seedlings; Harlow Farm, with organic vegetables, eggs, and
seedlings; Mon Cher, selling pizza made with local toppings
(for the market and to take home); and Sojourns
Community Health Clinic, there with apothecary items and
massage.  

The market features live music every Friday
evening.  On June 5th the music will be provided by new
local sensation Taxi with Ben Ridgeway; on Friday June
12th, in conjunction with Roots on the River, the market will
host Ninja Monkey and Spike Dogtooth; and on June 26th
music will be provided by George Christiansen.  Music on
June 19th is to be announced (please see the website for
updates).  As always, the music is free for the public.  

The market will run each Friday from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m. May 15th to October 16th at the beautiful Waypoint
Center over looking the river on Depot Street in Bellows
Falls, next to the Amtrak station.  On Friday, June 19th, dur-
ing Alumni Weekend in Bellows Falls, the market will be
held directly across the street in the park.  The hours will
remain the same.  

The farmer’s market accepts both EBT and debit
cards.  In order to use either of these payment methods,
customers can come to the manager’s tent at the market
and receive wooden market tokens. 

For additional information about the Bellows Falls
Farmer’s Market, contact market manager Abi Miller Healey
at bellowsfallsmarket@gmail.com or 802.387.6128, or see
the website at www.bffarmersmarket.com.  The market is
underwritten by the Springfield Hospital, Chittenden Bank,
Sovernet, Local Banquet magazine, and the Bellows Falls
Downtown Development Alliance.

TTHHEE GGAAZZEETTTTEE  GGRRAATTEEFFUULLLLYY
AACCKKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEESS TTHHEE SSUUPPPPOORRTT

OOFF IITT’’SS UUNNDDEERRWWRRIITTEERRSS::

Kurn Hattin Homes
Westminster School District

Town of Westminster
Durand Automotive Group 

Father’s Restaurant
Westminster Activities Commission

                          Celebrating the Life of Larry Johnson 

Memorial Service  
June 13, 2009, 2 PM 
Westminster West Congregational Church 
44 Church Street 
Westminster West, VT 05346 
  
Reception 
Home of Susan Roman and Larry Johnson 
5705 Westminster  West Rd. 
Westminster West, VT 05346 
  
Directions from Hartford/Springfield: I-91 North to Putney VT Exit 4. Left at end of ramp. Straight at stop sign onto Rt. 
5 Nor th.  In less than a mile turn left at Putney General Store ( red building under renovation) and go up Kimball Hill 
which turns into Westminster West Rd. The church is 7 miles on the left up a hill; take a sharp left onto West Rd in the 
village. 
  
Directions from the north: I-91 South to Exit 6. Left at end of ramp on to Rt 11 and 103. Drive 3 miles, go left on to 
Pleasant Valley Rd. Go to end (4.7 miles) and left at stop sign. After ¼ mile go right, stay on paved road and proceed 
for about 6 miles to Westminster West Village . Church is up hill on right at curve in road. 
  
    Please come prepared to express at the service a special memory of Larry. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   
uly 25th - Community Picnic * 

tentative date

If you would like to help out on any of these
events please contact A Westminster Activities
Commission board member - 
Ginger Cook, Doreen Kelton, Mark McAllister

Amy Sciacca, Craig Allen. Russ Hodgkins  

Volunteer/s Needed
to Distribute 

the Westminster Gazette
to Local Establishments.

Usually, the 1st Tuesday of the Month

WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr HHaappppeenniinnggss
AAccttiivviittiieess FFaaiitthh    CCoommmmuunniittyy

ScottishCountryDance
Classes 
Every Wednesday 
@ 7:30 in the Westminster
Center School Gym.
BernardMcGrath,
instructor.All skilll levels 
welcome.Contact Michael
Daley 
for more information
at 387-2601.Nocharge.
Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every
month at Pierce Hall on
East Putney Falls Road,
off Rt. 5 in East Putney. A
beginners’ workshop is
taught at 8 pm, and the
regular dance goes from
8:30 to 11:00 pm. A dona-
tion at the door will bene-
fit the Pierce’s Hall
Building Fund. For more
information, call (802)
387-5985.
Senior Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the
month.  All Westminster

seniors are invited to
attend.  Join us at the First
Congregational Church on
Route 5
Bellows Falls Gallery
Downtown @ 5:30 every
3rd Friday of the Month.
Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of 
month at 7:30 @ The
Town Hall in Walpole,
NH

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10:00am
@ The Westminster Insti-
tute: Call Westminster
Cares  @722-3607 for
more information.
Living StrongClasses
Mondays & Thursdays
@The First Congregation-
al Church in Westminster
9:00am to 10:00am
@The Westminster West
Church 6:00pm to 7:00pm
Call Westminster Cares 
for more Information:

The First Congregational Church of Westminster
United Church of Christ     The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor
Main Street, Route 5, Westminster, Vermont 05158,
802-722-4148
Sunday worship at 10:00 AM
Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  Sunday School is held at
10:00 am from Sept to May. The church has a ramp and lift for wheelchair
access.  All are welcome.  

In June we will celebrate communion on June 14th, as
our Pastor Sami will be on vacation from June 1-7.  The deacons will lead
worship on June 7th 

Important Dates
June 2, woman’s  Fellowship meeting - 7pm (all women in our community
are invited)
June 3, trustee's meeting - 7 pm
June 7, worship - 10:00 am
June 14, worship and communion - 10:00 am
June 15, standing committee meeting - 7 pm
June 21, worship - 10:00 am
June 27, STRAWBERRY SUPPER - 5 - 7 pm
June 28, worship - 10:00 am
June 28, deacons meeting after worship

The Westminster First Congregational Church will hold its annual
Strawberry Supper, Saturday, June 27 from 5-7 pm. 
Tickets are available at the door, $8 for Adults and $4 for Children. The menu
will include; ham, potato salad, cucumber salad, coleslaw, and drinks.
Dessert will feature strawberry short cake with local strawberries on fresh
biscuits and fresh whipped cream. This Women's Fellowship event is an
excellent opportunity for a great meal, some quality family time as well as a
chance to catch up with neighbors. Take out is available.

Wanted: crafters and collectibles vendors  for the Summer Fest which will
run Aug 22 rain date Aug. 23.  If you are interested 

Vacation Bible School will be held this summer starting on Aug 17-21 from
9am to 12pm.  This year’s theme will be Camp E.D.G.E ( Experience +
Discover God Everywhere).  Children will enjoy a morning of games, songs,
stories and activities.  Vacation Bible School is free and open to all children
in our community ages 4 to 6th grade.  Snacks and drinks will be included.
Parents, guardians and grandparents can get more information or register
there children by calling church.  722-4148

The Congregational Church of Westminster West
Sunday Worship at the Congregational Church of Westminster West (a UCC
church) is at 10am.  Holy Communion service is held on the first Sunday of
every month.  Prayer service is held on Thursdays, 12:30 to 12:50pm.  Child
care and Sunday School are available during worship hour.  Choir meets
most Sundays at 9am.  Fully wheelchair accessible.  
Open and Affirming .  
Susie Webster-Toleno, Minister

New Church Office Hours:
Susie Webster-Toleno will be at the church Monday1-4pm and Thursday and
Friday mornings until 12:30.  Feel free to drop by, but it’s a good idea to call
if you really want to catch her, as the sometimes steps out out visit people in
their homes or the hospital.  She can be reached at the Church during her
office hours  at 387-2334, or a message may be left for her at home 254-4142
or by email ccww@sover.net

MMeeeettiinnggss
Selectboard meets the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays at 7PM in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission meets the 2nd Monday at
7:00 in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
Second Monday of the Month at 6:00pm
at the Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7:00 at the Westminster
West Congregational Church

Westminster West Public Library Board
2nd Mondays at 7:00 at the Westminster
West Public Library

Development Review Board meets the
1st Monday of each month at 7:00PM. at
the Town Hall

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 6:00PM. 

Westminster Cares Board  meets the 1st
Wednesday of every month at the
Westminster Fire Station.

Westminster Institute Board meets on the
first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Institute.

North Westminster Trustees meet the 2nd
Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the
Community House.

North Westminster Community House
Annual Meeting First Monday of May

911 Committee meets as needed. 

The Westminster Fire& Rescue Dept
holds their monthly meetings on the first
Tuesday of every month and a combined
drill on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

Westminster Historical Society meets the
third Tuesday, monthly, at 7:30 pm at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting, Thursday,
June 25th @ Westminster Cares Office.
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It is a pleasure to announce that
Courtney Parker has
been chosen the May
Elk’s Student of the
Month for Bellows Falls
Union High School.
Courtney, a sophomore, is the
daughter of Richard and Brina
Parker of Bellows Falls.

Courtney is very self-motivated
in regard to her education.  She
works hard, is attentive in class and
has good insights.

Always positive and outgoing,
Courtney  is aware of other students

and adults around her and is a very strong, productive leader. She is reli-
able, organized and punctual and involves herself in many groups and
activities in which she takes a personal interest and works hard in.  She
is interested in learning about different things and educates herself in
order to be a productive and meaningful member of the community.  

Courtney has worked hard to improve the school community and
the community beyond and wants to make a change; she goes at it with
a positive attitude and with full force and determination.  She has made
friends, made herself stronger and has  been a team player by being a
member of the BFUHS soccer team, basketball team and softball team. 

Prior to high school, Courtney began to serve the community by
being a member of the Girl Scouts.  She continues serving the commu-
nity by being a member of Big Brothers, Big Sisters and SADD.  In addi-
tion, Courtney supports the high school as a member of the BFUHS
Student Council.  

Recently, Courtney took notice of the abundance of trash on the
roads outside of the high school and asked how she could help clean up
the earth.  Taking it into her own hands, she contacted local Green- Up
Day organizers, put the information out to the BFUHS student body as a
community service project, and organized a Green- Up Day meeting
spot.  Courtney's efforts were extremely successful with over twenty stu-
dents and some of their parents joining together to clean up their com-
munity. 

Congratulations, Courtney.  BFUHS is proud to have you repre-
sent us with this award.
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July
Submissions are

due by: Thursday,
July 2nd

5:00pm

westminsternews
@gmail.com

Peggy Porter
@ 802-722-4521

 

 

The Main Street Arts Plant Swap will resume 
Wednesday May 27th.

The group meets every Wednesday through August at
6pm at the Fire Station in Saxtons River.  

After exchanging plants, the group visits 
a local garden or nursery.  

For information email:  aliemae@juno.com.

FATHER’S RESTAURANT
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner

Buy (1) entree and receive another 
entree of equal or lesser value 

for half ( 1/2 ) price.

(Not to be used with any other discount or offer)
Westminster Residents Only

Must present this coupon to receive this 
Westminster Gazette Exclusive Offer to:

EXTENSIONS  EXTENSIONS 
EXTENSIONS 

 
Have you filed your 2008 Tax Return? 

If not, we are here to help you get it done. 
 

We are here year round for all your 
tax planning and preparation needs. 

 
Monday – Thursday     9-5 

 
 

Call now and make an appointment 

(802-722-4500) 
Two Local Students Appointed to Student Orientation Staff
by Koran Salem

CASTLETON * Myles Mickle & Taylor Porter of Westminster have been appointed to the
Student Orientation Staff at Castleton State College.

Mickle is a history major graduating in 2010.  
Porter is an english major graduating in December 2009.

Castleton is small enough to be a community where every student matters, yet offers
more than 30 academic programs, 20 intercollegiate sports including football starting in
fall 2009, and over 40 clubs and student organizations. The college stresses communi-
ty service and provides exceptional programs for first-year students.

TWO BFUHS JUNIORS AWARDED JANEWAY SCHOLAR-
SHIPS TO STUDY ABROAD by Suzanne Groenewold

Bellows Falls Union High School will be sending two students to study abroad this sum-
mer.  Emily Francis and Samantha Jordan have each been awarded a Janeway
Scholarship to travel to Italy and Spain this summer through SIT's Experiment in
International Living.  Francis and Jordan competed with 70 other Windham County high
school students and were two of four students selected to receive a full scholarship for
their study abroad.  "The application process was a good experience, we had to write
a letter to our potential host family, answer questions about our favorite classes, and
write essays about what we'd like to study," said Jordan who will be traveling to Spain
for three weeks in July.  Jordan had applied to the Janeway Scholarship last year as a
sophomore but was not accepted.  "I still can't believe this is going to happen, it does-
n't feel real yet." said Jordan.  Emily Francis will spend 5 weeks in Italy beginning in
Rome and traveling throughout the country and ending her trip in Venice.  She will be
traveling with a group of 15 other high school students from across the United States.
They will study Italian at a university and be immersed in the language through travel
and home-stays.  "I've taken Spanish and Latin in high school, which are both romance
languages, so Italian should be pretty easy to pick up" said Francis.  She leaves for
Rome on June 29th.

Each summer on Experiment in International Living programs, motivated high school
students from around the U.S. engage in challenging cross-cultural experiences living
as members of host families.  Janeway Scholarship Applicants can choose from three,
four or five week programs in countries all over the world.  The program provides
immersion in the daily culture of a single place and people.  Many Experimenters
become engaged in the life of their family and friends through community service, lan-
guage study, or travel.

When former VT State Senator Edward G. Janeway and supporter of The Experiment
passed away, his family established a fund in his name to support local students on
Experiment summer programs.  The fund now annually supports 4-5 full scholarships
and 4-5 partial scholarships for students from the public schools in Windham County.
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Was it Power School (the online
Student Identification System now used to track
daily attendance in WNESU) that drove Maggie
Nowers over the edge?  Or maybe it’s one of
those occupational hazards, and now, years
after the fact, fumes off-gassed from the blue-
inked mimeograph machine have finally perme-
ated her cerebellum.  In any case, the world has
surely changed when Margaret Nowers thinks a
few winter months in Myrtle Beach are prefer-
able to the front office of the Westminster
Schools.

It was January 1971 when Maggie
took a paraprofessional job at the Center
School.  Art Fuleihan recalls her skills coloring
and cutting out paper figures, and he wonders if
that experience influenced her long-term inter-
est in ordering supplies.  In between filling in for
the nurse, answering endless phone calls, mak-
ing sure kids got on the right bus (or found a way
home when they didn’t), Maggie has shepherd-
ed nine principals through at least four major
building projects, while operating out of at least
three different office spaces.  But was it really an
office when one tiny cubical served both nurse
and school secretary?

Barb Whitehead, who has worked in
our school almost as long as Maggie, remem-
bers how she has grown over the years, from a
classroom helper to an executive secretary.
Maggie moved from typewriters and white out to
an office where she alone has two computers,
not to mention a FAX machine, walkie talkies, a
phone system with a bank of buttons and an
intercom system.  Barb says, “Maggie runs an
efficient office and is always on top of every-
thing,”  AND “she has the ability to read all our
scratchy handwriting.”  Irene Canaris notes how
Maggie has been “the glue in the construct of

the staff community… often assuming an admin-
istrative as well as a secretarial role.”

But it hasn’t been all work.  Maggie
loves her sports and attended countless games
as her own kids, grandkids, and even great
grandkids have competed on various school
teams.  She loved going down to Boston when
class trips had Red Sox tickets.  She chaper-
oned trips to New York and Washington, DC,
and was always on hand for school dances, staff
dress-ups on Halloween or a trip to the butterfly
farm.  A memorable Let Them Eat Cake entry
featured Maggie frosting a most unusual head:
Ellen Levesque posing as a cake!  For
reminders of these events, and hundreds of
other pieces and pictures printed in local papers
over the decades, visit the Center School
Library to pore over the “Nowers Bequest,” an
extraordinary collection of four large archival
scrapbooks put together by Maggie and donat-
ed to the school.

As Irene puts it, “Maggie has been
something of a surrogate mother, not just to all
of the children at the school but also to the staff
FOR YEARS… knowing us well, nudging us to
‘get going,’ offering sympathetic hugs, providing
intervention.”  Many an elementary delinquent
served time under her watchful eyes; many a
parent, teacher or school board member had a
thorny, confidential question that only Maggie
could help with.  Maggie has faithfully kept all
those confidences, offering invaluable advice
and consolation.  She’ll be missed for these
qualities – and for the qualities of devotion she
models as the matriarch of the Nowers family.
Your school community wishes you many happy
and well-deserved retirement years, even
though we’re not quite sure how we’ll manage
without you, Maggie.
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    Residential * Commercial 
              Bench Work 
 
 

 
   ELECTRIC   

     
      154 Westminster St              Tel: 802-460-3479 
      Bellows Falls, VT  05101              Fax: 802-460-3480 

 

 
HOURS !! 
 
Weds-Sat 11-9 
lunch,dinner and 
takeout anytime ! 

 

 
        
       
 
 
 

     
      46 Canal St., Bellows Falls VT    
      (802) 460-1190                   
             
  Fine dining in a casual               
                        friendly atmosphere 
 
            Italian-based dishes made fresh to order 
          using local organic and imported  ingredients 
 
www.boccellisonthecanal.com 

Vernon & Doreen Kelton 
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722- 4722
Check us out on our website:  

www.westminsterauto.com

802-463-4778
6643 US Rt. 5

Westminster, VT 05158
www.MyMuddyPaws.com

Email: fleabegone@msn.com

Farming  has been in Dan Harlow’s
family for more than 90 years. He runs
Harlow Farmstand, the latest of several
farmstands that have stood on this spot
on Route 5 since Dan’s grandfather,
Paul G. Harlow, began the Log Cabin
Market in the 1930’s. 
They specialize in organic produce,
most of it grown on Harlow Farm where
the stand sits. Run by Dan’s brother
Paul, the farm has been in the Harlow
family since 1917.
The farmstand sells organic bedding
plants of vegetables, flowers and
herbs, and hanging flower baskets.
Most of the plants are grown in Dan’s
greenhouses with the help of farmstand
employees Patrick Barry, Catherine
Sherwood, Dee Morse, Jayson Munn
and Willie Louffler. 
In addition to Harlow Farm, they sell

produce from other local growers,
including Deep Meadow Farm and Old
Athens Farm.
Most of the meat – pork, beef and
chicken – and eggs sold at the farm-
stand are raised naturally on Harlow
Farm. There’s also a variety of
cheeses, and staples such as dairy
products, pastas, beans and grains,
and preserves. Local crafts can be
found here, too.
At Café Loco, Michael Lenox serves
breakfast and lunch daily from 7 a.m. to
5 p.m. If the weather’s fine, an outside
tables is a great place to eat and watch
farm work going on.
The farmstand is open from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. daily, May 1 though Christmas, on
Route 5 in Westminster, a half-mile
north of Exit 5. The phone number is
802-722-3515. You can also go to the
website, www.harlowfarm.com.

BUSINESS OF
THE MONTH

Harlow’s Farmstand 

School Board Blog

In an effort to increase trans-
parency and communication
with the public about the school
board, Westminster Board mem-
ber Rick Gordon has been
keeping a blog at
http://www.rickwestboard.blogsp
ot.com/. Please keep track of
this site for information and
reflections on the workings of
the school board.

"This June, Maggie Nowers hands off her ninth
Westminster Schools principal, Steve Tullar,

to a new secretary, Jennifer Cravinho."

Maggie Nowers 
Retires from the 

The Westminster Center School
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