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108* Annual Bellows Falls Alumni Association Weekend
Friday, June 17 — Sunday June 19+, 2011
(Father's Day Weekend)

&
Dances: Friday, June 17%, Spm to 12am
1. The Waypeint Center: Bellows Falls (Across form the railroad station)
Live Band: INTERGEPT  ID REQUIRED! Dancer are cash bar only.

WESTMINSTER, VERMONT All Bellows Falls Alummi & Graduates are welcome at this dance.

ALL THOSE PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS DANCE SHOULD MAKE SURE TO READ THE
PERTINENT INFORMATION & PARKING INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVERSE OF THIS PAGE.

[ A l
10 “““a 2. The American Legion: Fockingham Street (Downtown)

=

Garﬂe“ T0“r DI: Pete Carison ID EEQUIEED  Dances are cash bar only.

Al Bellows Falls High School Alummni age 21 and older are welcome at this dance.

S d Each alummus 1s allowed to purchase ONE guest ticket at $7.00 per person. Those whe pay their dues
at U r a}( through the mail will be on a checklist at the dances. It 1s recommended that vou purchase your dues

through the mail. Anyone not paying their dues through the mail should purchase a ficket at the Dan
J u r-I e 25 th Joy in Bellows Falls prior to the dances.

In addition to your dues. and the price of & guest ticket. there 13 a cover charge of $3.00 per person that
-I 0 a m _3 pm will be collectad at the door for both you and your guest.

L=, Dues Tickets: If you wish to purchase vour dues tickets m person, they will be on sale at the Dani Joy
b in Bellows Falls from Spm to Spm on Wednesday, June 15% and Thursday, June 165
On Friday, June 17* the day of the dance, they will be available from 12pm to Spm.
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J une 26 Class Reunions: Saturday, June 18"

-I 2 _3 m The Alumni Association 15 pleased to have the Class of 1961 as our honored guests for the weekend.
p The class has chosen to hold their reumien at the Saxtons Biver Inn. Other class reumons will be held

at various locations, check with your class officers for more information.

RAjN GH S.H’ NE e RS R R R Rl A R ey T R Ry R S e R R R e e e R a e e e e i
: ; ADMISSION: $15 Parade: Sunday, June 19 (Father's Day) at lpm
o i : $25 For TWO : . : :
Phcte: Steve Froctsr | Steve Froctsr Sculptural Ceramic Veessls The annual crowning of the Alumm Queen and her court will take place in the Seuare at 12:30pm. The
parade will start at 1:00pm from the staging area at Morgan's Field. To register vour float or to
TICKETS, GaARDEN DESCRIPTIONS AHD Maps participate in the parade, please contact Josh Kemp at 802-376-7738.
June 24 : WILL BE 2VAILABLE THE DAY OF THE TOUR AT THE It 1s MANDATORY that you register if planming to participate in the parade in any way!
E'”-'.”' ng walk on Bald H'“_ W ESTMIMSTER [NSTITUTE, ROUTE 5, WESTMINSTER AND AT
to a Wine and Cheese Reception THE Havwaros, McKinnon Fosp, WesTMINSTER W EST Annual Meeting: Sunday, June 19" at £:00pm
with speaker Michaela Medina. ;
Visit our website or call 802.722.3607 Spc-r_mrc—dl by Chroma Technglug}r and C&S The meeting will be held at the Bellows Falls Middle Schoel We welcome and encourage all to attend.
Lunch is available, catered by Far more information contact Westminster Cares at Awards are presented for floats, bands, attendance and longest distance traveled to the event.
Enteta Artisan Catering— Tristan Toleno, chef 802.722.3607 or emall wecaresi@sover.net
Saturday & Sunday at tha Hayward Garden wwwawestminstercares.org 2011 Alumni Court
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Thank You !

& Westminster Village has had a secret gardener
i for the past year and a half. His neighbors are
§ about to reveal his name in order to say a pub- &
 lic thank you to him. -

.. You may have noticed that the flower bed in
& front of Town Hall, the plantings at the soldiers
.. memorial monument at School St. and the gar- &
: den in front of the Congregational Church have
s had a bit more care than in the past. Babs
§ Lynde and church members did what they had &
& time for in front of Town Hall and the church.
& Our secret gardener has added his helping
. hand. He recently purchased some additional &
| perennials for the Town Hall bed and has weed-
: ed all three this month. He plans to continue

keeping the little spots of greenery and color
. neat all summer. :

¢ Richard Michelman, who lives on Rt. 5 in our s
. village, has volunteered this work in memory of &
his late partner, Charlie Edson.

9 Richard, we all thank you for this service and
( your caring hand in keeping our village looking &

Please join us to wish our Town Manager

£ J} Sonia Alexander The Town Clerk/Treasurer’s Office

3 _ £ best wishes on her retirement will close at noon on Friday, June 17

: ’ég — Wednesday, June 29th 2011 from 4-6pm at the and be closed all day on Monday, June 20.
) B> Westminster Fire House
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Home of
“Free

) 0il Change
for Life”

BRATTLEBORO
& SUBARU

Where Customer Satisfaction is our #1 Priority K.%"@%E?S _—
WWW.BRATTLEBOROSUBARU.COM Dealer! &%=

1234 Putney Road, Brattleboro VT 05301
1-800-300-1910

—p—

Connecticut River Transit is now..,

reft take you there!
We have a new look, but we're the same safe, reliable service you've come to depend on.
When you call The Current, you'll get the same helpful,
professional staff answering the phone.

When you board The Current buses, the same professional drivers will take you where
you needto go. )

GGty

Why change the look?

In a rural region, many residents don't know public transit exists!

The goal of The CuIrremE™s ook is to make it difficult NOT to notice us.

May Mystery Picture
Answer:
This is the back of the town water trough currently located in
front of the Westminster Town Hall on U S Route 5.

Dick Barrows guessed correctly for the bridge picture in the April issue

The more people notice public transit, the more they are likely to
get out of their cars and onto a bus!
When you leave your car behind and ride The @@E’mﬁﬁ, you decrease your energy
consumption, improve environmental quality, and save commuting costs.
If you are unable to drive or don't have transportation, you can benefit by riding on our
Dial-a-Ride and volunteer network.
We Provide the Ride... so please tell us how we can improve to make that happen for you.
Thank you for riding Connecticut River Transit last year and The Current this year.

Bellows Falls — Brattleboro Commuter Schedule
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Web: www.crtransit.org
Phone: 1-802-460-RIDIE (7433)
Toll Free: 1-888-869-6287

Fax: 1-802-460-1004

For More Information:

¥

Visit us at our new location: 706 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, Vermont 05101

We Provide the Ride!

* Country Motel « Comfortable &
Tel. (802) 722-3073

Reasonable Rates

‘Motel Westminster

‘Wi-Fi available upon request
Westminster, VT 05158

Off I-91 Exit 5 * Southon Rt. 5

Charlie

GENERAL
TRUCK & EQUIPMENT

Sales » Sarvice
Just Off 1-91 Exit S
Westminster Statlon, Vermont 05159
Tel: 802-722-3100 Fex: 802-722-3600

Yanmar Thomas

Convenient ®

, Mahindra Tractors Terex Const. Equipment

e
A Gompace School
Westminster, Vermont
A RIGOROUS LEARNING
COMMUNITY
ENROLLING GRADES 7-12

802-463-9500
www.VermontHillS8ide.com
theguys@vermonthillside.com

General
Over 90% of graduates attend college
For More Information Go To
www.compass-school.org

Paul Lawrence
Travis Lawrence

PO Box 174
Westminster, VI 05158

Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping

TAKE YOUR WEEKEND OFF!

“Sam” Streeter L.L.C.

Licensed Electrician

Box 206, Westminster, V't 05158
Tel: (802) 722-3748
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)
Cole Streeter Box 103
{802) 722-3178 Westminster, VT (15158

Plowing
Labor/Odd Jobs

ADVERTISE IN THE

$125 for 6 months P.O. Box 312

Qotminster

GAZETTE
Anc. NEW STORE HOURS
$25 m°”th'{h.b”5'”ess card ad c N - | Greater Falls Pharmacy
on this page... Ommui:llty urse ;:’ Family Owned & Operated ~ WE DELIVER!
Increased per card size.. Trudy Byington, R.N. e 78 Atkinson Street * Bellows Falls, VT

802-722-3607
Westminster, VT 05158 wecares@sover.net

Fast & Easy Prescription Transfers
Just Call Ust 802-460-2634

Toll Free: 877-450-3700 = www.gfprx.com

The Pharmacy is now open until 5 pm on Saturdays!

$250 for 12 months

NEW HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 5:30 pm/Sat. 9 am to 5 pm

$150 12 months (page 8)
Business of the Month Ak us about-

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front o tersiimetion .
on-line at: " g o of mycorrhizd .
http://westminster.govoffice.com * Year round tmee heoltheare &
Need Adobe Reader to open *  Snow plowing and sanding

& high speed internet

Www.allseasonsvt.net

ALL SEASONS TREE SERVICE

Eco-Friendly Plant Healthcare

Also available:

Full Service
y. .. Fully Insured

Kewin Shrader, Certified Arborist
802-722-2008 B802-3T76-3909
PO Box 152 Westminster, VT

K. BEEBE, Inc

CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING
PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Fruning

Stump Grinding
Removal

Cabling and Bracing
Invasive Plant Manage-
ment

WaterSoft
ETD
ZOMOITIDMNIMNG
Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN
CALL 463-3725

51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*
BELLOWS FALLS
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Compass School Director’s
Year-End Overview
by Rick Gordon

This has been a terrific year at
Compass, with renewed focus and ener-
gy and numerous accomplishments for
our students and the school.

Some of the easiest to identify
changes at Compass were obvious in
infrastructure improvements—a newly
paved driveway, new computer lab with
10 new IMacs, a student-built storage
shed, two new buses, a full-size film
screen and cinema quality projector,
new low flow toilets, new carpeting, and
many other more minor projects.

The concrete improvements in

infrastructure serve as a foundation for
the more significant advancement of
quality in the educational program
throughout the school.
From the Religions class in the fall to the
1940’'s Museum to electives on Time
and Space and the Film Festival, the
year was full of engaging courses at all
levels.

The school play, All Dressed
Up, came together beautifully for perfor-
mances at the Westminster Institute.
Winter Term provided meaningful ser-
vice for Kidsplayce, the BF Warming
Shelter, and the Nature Museum, and a
very special student led group began
important work related to teen mental
health and support. And the Compass
exhibit at the March Student Art Show in
Brattleboro once again reflected the
many ways the arts are integrated
throughout our curriculum.

Trips took us to Boston, Maine,
and the Dominican Republic, expanding
horizons for our students and opening
them to identity forming experiences.

The newly reorganized
exploratory intensives led to the devel-
opment of our wonderful Compass
Chorus, some strong art courses, a fur-
thering of our partnership with
Westminster School’s afterschool pro-
gram, and stellar teams in soccer, bas-
ketball and ultimate frisbee.

The month of May demonstrat-
ed once again how Compass ends the
year on a crescendo. Packed houses for
the 7th Annual Film Festival, the 1940’s
Museum, and Senior Projects,
Roundtables for the 8th, 10th and 12th
grade, and a moving ceremony honor-
ing 8th graders as they complete their
middle school years.

Senior Graduation Portfolio
Roundtables, as always, were the high-
light of the year. Every 12th grader rose
to this final challenge to pull together
their work over their high school years,
reflect on their learning, and share their
insights with a panel of family, teachers,
peers, and outside community mem-
bers.

The work reflected in the students’ port-
folios was striking in its breadth. For
example, one student had deeply
thoughtful writing on religion and spiritu-
ality, a clip of her acting in the jungle ver-
sion of Macbeth, a high level presenta-
tion in calculus, her string theory comic
book, and two films she wrote for the
film class. These collections of student
work show how students are pushed to
think deeply about topics while employ-
ing a wide range of skills to communi-
cate their ideas. Incredibly impressive
and inspiring!

These improvements in quality through-
out the school helped increase admis-
sions several fold over last year. We
expect good size groups of incoming 7th
and 9th graders who will add to the
Compass community.

These many successes are a tribute to
all at Compass—most notably the
teachers and students who do the hard
work on a daily basis to make the school
a supportive and energetic educational
environment. Together, we look forward
to even greater successes in years to
come.

Financial Workshops Planned
at SEVCA

Westminster. Southeastern Vermont
Community Action (SEVCA), in con-
junction with the Vermont Women'’s
Business Center (VWBC), will hold a
two part financial workshop for women
considering starting a business. The
first session takes place on Tuesday,
June 14 from 9 — 11:30 a.m. at the
SEVCA office, located at 91 Buck
Drive in Westminster, the second ses-
sion follows on Tuesday, June 21.

Join SEVCA’s small business coun-
selors Susan Brace and Karen
Perlberg to “Get Fiscally Fit for
Business Success”. The workshop
topics will include creating a savings
plan with goals, making spending
plans/budgets, establishing a banking
relationship, getting and managing
credit, insurance questions, and the
separation of personal and business
finances.

These workshops will help prepare
aspiring entrepreneurs to ready them-
selves for creating their own business-
es. They will also be of interest to any
woman who needs to develop her
financial management skills to take
care of herself and her family.

To register for the FREE workshops,
call Karen at 802-722-4575 ext. 151 or
email kperlberg@sevca.org.

The Vermont Women’s Business
Center is a project of Central Vermont
Community Action Council, Inc., fund-
ed in part through a cooperative agree-
ment with the U.S. Small Business
Administration. Reasonable accom-
modations for persons with disabilities
will be made, if requested at least two
weeks in advance. The Vermont
Women'’s Business Center is a project
of the Central Vermont Community
Action Council, Inc. They can be
reached at 800-266-4062.

Westminster Cares Opens a
Store on eBay — Help us Out!

Starting June 1, Westminster Cares will
open an eBay store, called WeCares.

In our new virtual store, we'll sell your
donated items and turn them into funds
that go toward supporting our community
programs.

It's a great way to donate to Westminster
Cares and clean out your attic at the
same time!

Karen plans to donate a favorite canoe
with wicker seats that was paddled many
miles on Northeast streams. That's just
one example. Some other types of goods
that would make great donations to
WeCares: items that you believe to be
worth $25 including collectibles, fig-
urines, jewelry, boats, musical equipment
or instruments, some sporting goods,
flatware, coins and stamps.

So if you have items you feel have a net
worth of $25 or more, please contact

Ronnie Friedman at Westminster Cares
to find out how to make your donation.

Goods that we can’t accept: dishes, com-
puter equipment of any kind, old stereos,
televisions, lamps and clothing.

If we collect goods that do not sell on
eBay or that turn out to not be what they
were purported to be, we plan to sell
them at the SEVCA flea market in the fall
and use the proceeds for our programs.
ltems can be dropped off at the
Westminster Cares office in the
Westminster Motel in the village, or we
will probably be able to pick them up.
Just call us at 722-3607.

Questions? Give Ronnie a call at 722-
3607, or email her at
wecares@sover.net.

We thank you very much!

The 2011 Alumni Court listed
alphabetically and described
in their own words.

Pictures on Page (1)

Margaret Bennett:

Hello, my name is Margaret Bennett.
My parents are Peter and Jeanne
Bennett and we live in Westminster
West, Vermont. While at Bellows Falls
Union High School, | have participated
in sports such as soccer and tennis, and
was the girls’ basketball manager. In
addition, | have been actively involved
in my school community by being a
member of Student Council and a Class
Officer. Outside of school, | am a
respite care worker for a lady with
Alzheimer’s. In the fall, | will be attend-
ing Simmons College in Boston to fur-
ther my education and study to become
a nurse.

Megan LaBeau:

My name is Megan LaBeau. My par-
ents are Jerry and Nancy LaBeau. | live
with my mother Nancy and brother
Michael in Bellows Falls. | have played
Field Hockey, Basketball and Softball all
four years | have attended Bellows Falls
Union High School. | will be attending
Castleton State College, majoring in
Early Education.

Courtney Parker:

My name is Courtney Parker. My par-
ents are Richard and Brina Parker and
we live in Bellows Falls. While attend-
ing Bellows Falls Union High School |
have been involved in Student Council,
Big Brothers Big Sisters, The New Era,
Green-Up Day, Girls Varsity Soccer,
Yearbook Committee, Prom Committee,
and Homecoming Committee. | held
the offices of Class President and
Student Council Historian. | also
worked at Dari Joy. | will be attending
Fisher College to study Human
Services & Psychology as well as to
play soccer.

Ruth Rowell:

My Name is Ruth Rowell, my parents
are Laurie and Brian Rowell, and | have
lived in Saxtons River, Vermont with my
two sisters and parents for 17 years. At
Bellows Falls Union High School | have
been involved in tennis and field hockey
for four years, as well as prom commit-
tee and yearbook committee. Once |
graduate | am looking forward to attend-
ing the University of Vermont, majoring
in Business Administration.

Amber Strickland:

My name is Amber Strickland. My moth-
er’s name is Robin Novasel, and we live
in Chester. While attending Bellows
Falls Union High School | have been
involved in Student Council, SADD, and
Soccer. | enjoy traveling, reading, and
learning new things. After | graduate I'm
hoping to join Americorps.

Important June Dates:

June 1 - Planting Day

= 1l

Kurn Hattin Holds Spring
Open House

Westminster —-Windham Country
Retired Teachers, the National
Society of New England Women
Abigail Adams Colony and the
Newbury, Vermont Women’s
Fellowship attended Kurn Hattin
Home’s Spring Open House on
Monday, May 2nd. The guests were
treated to a luncheon, a performance
by the Select Choir and Jazz
Ensemble and a tour of the campus.
“The best way to really know the good
work of Kurn Hattin is to see it in per-
son. The children are so happy,”
remarked Marion Chamberlin of
Newbury.

Kurn Hattin Homes is a residential,
year-round, charitable home and
school for in-need and at-risk chil-
dren, ages 6-15, from throughout the
Northeast.

Virginia “Gini” Coursen to be
2011 Grand Marshal

Each year the Bellows Falls Alumni
Association honors a member of the com-
munity by asking them to preside over the
weekend festivities as Grand Marshal.
Typically the person is chosen because of
his or her lifelong service to our commu-
nity. This year the Bellows Falls Alumni
Association has chosen Gini Coursen as
Grand Marshal for the 2011 Alumni
Weekend.

Gini has a long history of service to the
youth of our community. She was
involved with the little league program for
almost 2 decades where she held the
office of Vice President. She is currently
involved with Windham County Reads, an
organization which is dedicated to bring-
ing families and books together and
inspiring people of all ages to become
lifelong readers.

Mrs. Coursen has also been involved with
the BFUHS Booster Club since 1976 and
was recently honored for her many years
of service to that organization. The
Booster Club serves to recognize and
promote both athletic and academic
excellence at BFUHS.

Gini may not be an alumnus of Bellows
Falls High School but that has never
deterred her from making a huge contri-
bution to the school, the students and the
community at large. When discussing her
contributions to the community with
Alumni Association President, Stacy
Maclintyre, Gini stated the following: ‘I
happen to think that the best thing in my
life are my children, Andrew class of '80,
Michele class of '82, Scott class of '84,
and Joshua class of '89.”

Westminster School

June 9 — Success Night & 6th grade graduation, Center School

June 10 - Field Day (Friday afternoon)
June 14 — West School Success Night

June 16 — Last student day

Elementary School Concert

It was a hot and sweaty night, but siblings, grandparents, moms and dads were
swept away by terrific music in the Center School Gym. The program on May 26th
began with thanks to the many volunteers who help out at our schools all year long.
Special recognition went to Molly Banik, our Volunteer of the Year. She has been a room
parent, helped start up our parent/teacher group T.E.A.M., served on the West School
study committee and is now a member of the School Board!

The concert brought together classic standards, from Singin’ in the Rain and
Rockin’ Robin to current hits, like Green and Don’t Stop Believin’ — with classic rock by
the trio, Fido, and the Westminstrels. Kids were dancin’ in the aisles! Vocal soloists
shone, and the new school band gave us variations on The Ode to Joy and Hot Cross
Buns. Congratulations to Music Director, Ashley Paine, for closing out her first year in
Westminster with a fabulous show. Thanks also to Coleen Grout for stage design and
props, Michael McConnell for sound work, and many others who helped make the night

a success.
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Art in the Garden

Westminster Cares celebrates 10th Annual Garden Tour, June 25 & 26
Westminster Cares will hold its 10th Annual Garden Tour Saturday, June 25;
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday, June 26, noon to 3 p.m.

The garden of nationally recognized garden designer, writer and lecturer,
Gordon Hayward, and his wife Mary, will be featured in the event. Four other
beautiful Westminster gardens will also be on the tour, those of Cyndy Fine,
Judy Hawkins, Vanessa and David Stern, and Chuck Ginnever.

To celebrate the garden tour’s tenth anniversary this year, each showcased
garden will highlight the work of one of these local artists:

» Mary Hayward, watercolors

« Steven Procter, pottery

« Joe Fichter, sculptures

* Chuck Ginnever, sculptures

» Mark Ragonese, sculptures and furniture

Lunch is available, catered by Entera Artisan Catering — Tristan Toleno, chef
— Saturday and Sunday at the Hayward Garden.

Local musicians will provide music throughout the weekend event.

Tickets to the tour cost $15 per person or $25 for two. Tickets, directions, and
maps to the gardens will be at the Westminster Institute on Route 5,
Westminster, and at the Hayward Gardens in Westminster West on the day
of the tour.

Michaela Medina of The Gardeners Eden will speak at a reception at the gar-
den of Vanessa and David Stern, at 7 p.m. Friday, June 24, to kick off the Art
in the Garden Tour. A guided hike from Bellows Falls Union High School to the
Sterns’ garden on Bald Hill in Westminster is an option before the reception.
Donations are requested for admission to the reception.

Medina designs and consults on gardens and landscapes (www.thegarden-
erseden.com.)

She designed and is installing the Sculpture Garden at the Brattleboro
Museum and Art Center in Brattleboro, Vt. The garden includes permanent
sculpture by noted three-dimensional artists Dan Snow and Jim Cole. As
Michaela Harlow, Medina is also a nationally exhibiting artist (www.michaela-
harlow.com).

Well-known local artists Judy Hawkins

And Jeannette Staley graciously donated two of their paintings to a raffle to
benefit Westminster Cares. Raffle tickets are $5 each or five for $20. They will
be sold at registration tables and throughout the tour on event days. Tickets
are also available now from Westminster Cares. First, second and third prizes
will be drawn on Sunday; no need to be present to win.

Proceeds from the tour support the services and programs of Westminster
Cares, a volunteer organization whose purpose is to create opportunities for
seniors and disabled adults to live with independence and dignity in the com-
munity.

For more information on the tour, check our website: www.westminster-
cares.org;

E-mail, wecares@sover.net; or call, 802-722-3607.

Westminster resident Kathy Lisai has begun an open group on facebook called
"Growing up in Westminster" and invites all who want to reminisce about old
times, fine old friends, post pictures, and generally talk about Westminster to
check it out and see what you think.

We think "Nice job Kathy, keeping the story and memory sharing going.”

EMERALD ASH BORER
By Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

Ok, you’re driving along the roads in town, minding your own business, looking
at the beautiful scenery of Westminster, when all of a sudden you spot this large
purple triangular box nearly two feet long hanging from the branch of a tree.
There’s a little white sticker on the face of it that says “DO NOT DISTURB,” and
the box looks shiny or sticky. You might think it's a bat box or a lost box-type kite,
but you would be wrong!

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture is setting out hundreds of these corrugated
plastic boxes on the branches of ash trees as a means of finding out whether or
not the Emerald Ash Borer is present in the area, and if so, how prevalent. The
“EAB,” as it is generally known, is a bright green, iridescent beetle which bores
through ash trees during its larva stage. Because this insect has destroyed thou-
sands of ash trees in the Midwest regions since 2002, Vermont has been dili-
gently watching for signs by setting out these bait traps. These purple boxes are
baited with oil that comes from the Manuka tree, a New Zealand native known for
its oil and tasty tea, and covered then with a very sticky substance which will hold
the insect tightly to the trap. The oil is a very alluring scent to the EAB, so hope-
fully the beetle will be attracted to the trap before the ash tree that it hangs from.

The primary purpose of the traps is to see if any EABs are in the area where the
boxes are hanging, not to collect all possible beetles, so if you see one of these
bright purple boxes hanging from a tree or if it has fallen to the ground, the
Agency of Agriculture asks that you please leave the box where you found it and
call the USDA toll-free at 866-322-4512 or Vermont Agency of Agriculture at 802-
828-2430. The traps will be left hanging until September. You may also find addi-
tional information about these traps at the following USDA website:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/emerald_ash_b/down-
loads/PurpleTrapQandA2011.pdf or simply use a search engine and type in “pur-
ple traps for emerald ash borer.”

The adult beetle is about the size of a penny and is an invasive species that is
native to China and eastern Asia. It is believed that these beetles came to our
shores inadvertently, as most invasives do, by infested nursery stock, firewood or
some other unprocessed ash product. The adults are usually present from mid

2011 KURN HATTIN SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Westminster, VT—It’s not too early to starting planning for your children’s summer
sports camps. The Kurn Hattin Summer Sports Camp provides your child with a variety
of learning experiences and places an emphasis on high quality individual and small
group instruction. Our philosophy is learning by doing. Trained instructors froma variety
of'backgrounds will instruct in all facets of basic skills and strategies. Staff evaluation
through observation and constructive feedback will aid the campers in development of

the target skills. The camp schedule is as follows.

Girls Softball Camp—Ages 11-14

Camp Director: Sara Frantz June 27-July 1 9:00-noon

Cost: $70
Girls Basketball Camp-Ages 11-14 July 11-15 9:00-noon
Camp Director: Tom Fahner Cost §70
COED Basketball Camp—Ages 8-10 July 18-22 9:00-noon
Camp Director: Sara Frantz Cost: $70
Boys Basketball Camp—Ages 11-14 July 25-29 9:00-3:30 p.m.
Swimming and lunch included. Cost: $125
Camp Director: Jarrod James
COED Soccer Camp—Ages 11-14 August 8-12 9:00-noon
Camp Director: Dean Kinville Cost: $70

For additional information, a camp brochure or to register, contact Tom Fahner
at (802) 721-6918.

Survey Data from Town Planning Survey 5/20/11
(from Westminster Planning Commission)

If online survey not practical due to dialup service, please request a paper survey (Town
Hall 722-4255). It will cost only 64 cents to mail it back to Town, PO Box 147.

The Planning Commission thanks the 27 residents who have submitted their survey
responses for the Town Plan Review of 2011. See details of the survey data to date on the Town
website. Some interesting trends are listed below. Residents can submit their survey respons-
es online or request a paper copy of the survey. It seems that having only dialup service dis-
courages online submissions of this survey. The Planning Commission is exploring the cost of
printing the survey in an issue of the Westminster Gazette.

Total of 27 surveys submitted, 80% over 45 years old. Employed in Vermont but out-
side Westminster: 44%. Support both commercial and residential development: 70%. Quality
of life is extremely important: 60%. Internet access and cell phone coverage is a problem: 70%.
Recommend single-family homes: 92%. Multi-family homes recommended/not recommended:
50/50 even split; low/moderate income homes recommended: 73%; elderly housing recom-
mended: 83%. Rental units not recommended: 52%.  Light industry recommended: 79%.
Heavy manufacturing not recommended: 65%. Tourism-related business recommended: 96%.
Development Review Board should consider the impact of a development project on adjacent
properties and the natural environment: 92%. Groundwater pollution is a problem: 55%.
Destruction of natural/wildlife areas is a problem: 70%. Feel that zoning ordinances are too
restrictive: 48%. Bicycle lanes and sidewalks or walkways need improvement: 66%. Public
transportation needs improvement 38%. Will support for public transportation increase with
increase in gas prices? Access to natural gas not needed: 52%. Find more details of survey
results date on the Town website. Submit your survey responses soon!

May to late July and feed on the ash leaves, leaving them irregular with jagged
edges. Their life span as a beetle is short, only 3 weeks, but during this time peri-
od, a female can lay between 30 to 60 eggs, although there have been a few
cases where a female has laid nearly 200! The eggs are deposited individually
under the bark or in crevices, and the eggs hatch 7 to 10 days later. Once
hatched, the larvae will chew through the bark and into the tree where it taps into
the sapwood, the lifeblood of the tree. The larvae will pupate and change to new
adults that emerged from the tree in late April or early May from a D-shaped exit
hole about 3 or 4 mm in diameter. If enough larvae have had the chance to feast
on any given ash, the tree will eventually die.

Would you like more information concerning the Emerald Ash Borer? The Master
Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all your needs. Call their
Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-2230, send questions by email to master.garden-
er@uvm.edu or visit their website at http://www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for
extensive information.
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Aged inVermont

Westminster Cares, Inc.

A Caregiver and the End of Life Experience

Part Two:
Hospice Care

Last month | wrote about my husband’s failing health and how we cared for him at
home It had always been our wish to make his life as normal as possible. We found
we had very caring neighbors and friends, and some people we didn’t even know.
Truly, the cards, calls, food and concern helped to lift our spirits as we went through
the process of dying.

The nurses from the Visiting Nurses Association were always helpful. But it
became apparent that no one person could give this much care, particularly an elder-
ly spouse or someone with their own health issues. Local services—Meals-on-
Wheels,equipment loans, the Westminster Cares nurse and Westminster Fire and
Rescue—were all involved and we really needed them. Our daughter and her hus-
band came over to help out. We were thankful for the frequent visits from clergy and
friends.

On one visit the nurse called 911 because my husband was very weak and
dehydrated. He ended up in the hospital for a week with pneumonia. When it was
time to come home, he needed a hospital bed, a Hoyer lift for transferring in and out
of bed and oxygen. How all of these items fit into the bedroom was a puzzle. We
had to keep a sense of humor; my husband was always pleasant and thanked every-
one for all they did.

Eventually, the hospital discharge planner and doctor talked to us about hos-
pice care. This was a very difficult decision because it was admitting that we were
heading toward the end of life.

Hospice was on call 24/7. The calming, helpful nurses came every day. The
hospice doctor talked to us at length about the pain medications that we would be
using. A counselor came talk to us about end of life wishes and concerns. They were
all caring and compassionate. Twice a hospice volunteer sat with my husband,
although | was too nervous to leave him. | thought he might be frightened, alone with
a stranger with no family around in case of an emergency.

We decorated the room for Christmas, with soft lights and music in the bed-
room. It was very pleasant despite the wheelchair, lift, oxygen tank and hospital bed.
Between our caregiver, daughter, son, son-in-law and me, we shared round-the-clock
care.

It was a difficult six months, mainly because things kept changing so quick-
ly, but hospice gave us lots of information so we could help my husband and know
what to expect as his body shut down. We made his end of life the best we could.
Hospice came right away when we called, and stayed to pronounce his passing.
Hospice also sent a counselor the next day.

I am thankful that he could be at home. However, it is all-consuming, tiring
and takes many helping hands—impossible for many families. Without Medicare, it
would also have depleted our savings.

This will give you an idea of approximate costs:

Private pay - Private care and Adult Day Care  $17,000
Private pay — equipment 1,700
Medicare -VNA/Hospice 20,297
Medicare - Hospital 8,942
Medicare - Ambulance 1,000
Medicare - Doctor and Lab work 2,822
Total $51,751

“Old age ain’t no place for sissies,” Bette Davis said. Well, sissies or not, we're all headed for that
place. And the better we know the geography, the easier it will be to navigate.

“Aged in Vermont” is a monthly article on aging issues, organized by Westminster Cares. We’re ask-
ing local professionals and residents with an interest in these issues to write them.

The articles are not just reading material for the “aged.” Young, old and middle-aged readers — any-
one with an elderly parent, relative or friend, or who just wants to learn about these important issues
that affect us all — is invited to take a look. Remember: “It’'s not how old you are; it's how you are
old.”

We address such topics as losing a pet, sleeping problems, supplements, advanced directives and
creativity. We explore questions such as should | move to town? and decision making: whose life is
this anyway?

Ideas for future columns? Would you like to write one? We'd like to hear from you. Email Ronnie
Friedman at wecares@sover.net.

WESTMINSTER CARES, INC.

The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met on May 4th and June 1st 2011.
Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to live with indepen-
dence and dignity in the community. Your support to this care-giving organization is a way for
all of us to take care of our friends.

The 10th annual Garden Tour is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday June 25th & 26th For more

information call the office of Westminster Cares at 802-722-3607
Services provided: Meals on Wheels — 14 people are receiving meals 5 days a week.

Transportation: 24 rides for 10 different people by 8 volunteers for a total of 360 miles; Visiting

— volunteers visiting three people; Nursing program — 15 hours; 24visits to 8 different homes

plus a blood pressure clinic. Equipment loans — several pieces loaned including odds and ends

of walkers and commodes. We have also received donations of many pieces of equipment.
Thanks to all those who think to donate their equipment to Westminster Cares.

Meetings attended by the director in May: bookkeeper, Gazette, art program, Putney Cares,
development director, and garden tour.

Programs in May: 2 Secrets of Healthy Aging session, 5 Yoga classes, 20 Strength Training
classes held, 4 Artist in Each of Us classes, Healthy Food Workshop- 14 people attended
“Making the most of Food Dollars”.

Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, volunteering to deliver meals on wheels or
driving neighbors to doctor appointments, working on a committee, making a contribution or attending a
workshop may contact Ronnie Friedman at 722-3607 or by email at wecares@sover.net.

Equipment available: Wheel chair, walkers, hospital bed, commodes, shower chairs, etc.

Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone wishing to memorial-

ize a loved one or a friend. Send to:
Westminster Cares, PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158.

WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

Where was this far cated,
and how is it being used now?

You may email your answer to the westminsternews@gmail.com or
wminster@comcast.net Phone: Babs Lynde at 802-722-9516
The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.

May Answer: On Page (2)
May Winners: Ray Stetson, Christian Blake, Becky Noyes, Reg Cote, Artie Aiken, Shel
Beebe and Vanessa Schoonover, Peggy and Dirk Jager.

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop by the
town office and see Babs Lynde.

We are in search of pictures.
News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings at 7:00 PM on the 1st
Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of every month. Rescue train-
ing is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

Next association meeting June 7th at 7:00 PM

The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third Monday after the first
Tuesday at 7:00 PM

June meetings: June 13th & 27rd

Number of calls in April: 29
Number of man hours spent: 12,391

Number of calls through May 31st: 23
Number of man hours spent: 6,192
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 172
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 380
Swimming Safety and Thunder Storms:
Now that summer weather is finally getting close, caution is urged for those swimming in pools,
lakes and brooks. It is recommended that if you hear thunder you should vacate the pool for 30
minutes after the last clap of thunder. There is a rule of thumb for figuring how far away a storm
is. If you see lightning, every second before you hear thunder is a mile. For example, if you see
lightning and can count 5 seconds before you hear the thunder, the storm is 5 miles away. Also,
be sure to have a good supply of life preservers on hand and “swimmies” for the little people.
Watch for hazards such as low water, slippery decks and rocks. Be extra careful when diving to
insure the water is deep enough and there is nothing in the water that could cause injury. Never
swim alone and be sure there is ample supervision at all times, especially when little children are
around.
Gas Grill Safety: Keep your gas grill clean and in good condition. There is a vent at the back of
the grill that releases head smoke and at times, flames. There have been cases where vinyl siding
has melted because the grill is positioned too close to a wall. Many grills will have a label listing
clearance recommendations. If not, 24 inches is a good standard. Propane cylinders can also be
dangerous. Be sure they are not stored indoors, but outside in a well ventilated area. And watch
out for bees. Nests are apt to be made in an idle grill and could be a big and unsuspected surprise
when the cover is removed.

Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for their regular meet-
ing May 3rd with 32 members present and 4 members excused. Currently there are 41 members
of the volunteer fire department. The deputy chiefs were voted in for another year. Mark Lund,
first deputy chief and Real Bazin second deputy chief. Candidates for Captains and Lieutenants
must apply in May and be voted on in June. The association officers and trustees will be voted
on at the annual meeting on June 7th. All positions of officers and trustees are up for reelection
in June. The officers are always elected for a one year term and the trustees have one person for
each of the one, two and three year terms.

Longevity pins and certificates were handed out at the meeting recognizing members at 5 year
intervals for “dedicated service”. This year’s awards were presented to the following:

Five Years: Association Secretary/ Treasurer Pete Harrison and Association Vice President Kevin
Shrader

Twenty Years: Fiddle Cote, Bill Muzzey, Rescue Lieutenant Jon Parker, Captain Tim Wilder, and
1st Deputy Chief Mark Lund

Twenty Five Years: Gary Cobb and Fire Chief Cole Streeter

Thirty Years: Tony Coven, Fire Warden Pat Haas and Association President Greg Holton

Friday May 20th heavy rains caused major washouts to Bemis Hill, Our Rd. and Arnof Rd. Round
the clock work by the Westminster Road crew under the direction of Mark Lund plus several
members of the volunteer fire department restored the roads to passable conditions by Monday.
Studebaker: The 2nd Sunday of each month has been designated as Studebaker restoration work
day. Gradually, the old fire truck will get restored.

THANK YOU: Chief Streeter praised the members of the department for their good work and
loyalty during another busy month. Turnout was strong despite the bad weather and challenging
conditions.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations throughout the year from any-
one wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.

We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering their time to help
the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the
Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an application. We would like to have additional vol-
unteers from the Westminster West area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle
located in Westminster West and more help is needed to utilize that equipment during calls.

As always, we would like to thank the community for its continued support of the fire depart-
ment.

The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently from
Westminster Fire District #3
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WESTMINSTER HAPPENINGS

Activities

Scottish Country Dance

Classes

Every Wednesday

@ 7:30pm in the Westminster Center
School Gym. Bernard McGrath, instruc-
tor. All skill levels

welcome. Contact Michael Daley

for more information at 387-2601.No
charge.

Putney Contra Dance

Last Saturday of every month at Pierce
Hall on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt.
5 in East Putney. A beginners’ work-
shop is taught at 8 pm, and the regular
dance goes from 8:30 to 11:00 pm. A
donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information, call (802) 387-5985.
Senior Lunch

Every 2nd Thursday of the month. @
12:00 pm. All Westminster seniors are
invited to attend. Join us at the First
Congregational Church on Route 5
Bellows Falls GalleryWalk
Downtown @ 5:30pm every 3rd Friday
of the Month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging

A facilitated discussion group and pot-
luck. The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at the Westminster Fire Sta-
tion at 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Call West-
minster Cares at 722-3607 for more
information

WESTMINSTER GAZETTE
Editor: Peggy Porter
Board of Directors:

Elizabeth Harlow - Chairwoman

Ronnie Friedman
Toby Young
Cynthia Stoddard
Pictures and Articles

Provided by the Community

westminsternews@gmail.com

Contra Dance

Every 3rd Saturday of

month at 7:30 pm @ The Town Hall in
Walpole, NH.

Gentle Yoga

Every Monday at 10:00am @ The
Westminster Institute: Call Westmin-
ster Cares @722-3607 for more infor-
mation.

Living Strong Classes

Mondays & Thursdays

@The First Congregational Church in
Westminster

9:00 to 10:00 am

@The Westminster West

Church 6:00 to 7:00 pm.

Call Westminster Cares

for more Information:

722-3607.

Khnitting Together

Every Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. at the
Saxtons River Inn. For more informa-
tion or if you would like to donate yarn
please contact Caroline at (802)463-
4653.

Westminster Center School Success
Night/6th grade graduation is Thursday
June 9th. West School Success Night is
Tuesday, June 14th, and the last student
day for all Westminster Schools is
Thursday, June 16th.

THE GAZETTE
GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES
THE SUPPORT
OF ITS UNDERWRITERS:

Kurn Hattin Homes
Westminster School District
Town of Westminster
Durand Automotive Group
Westminster Activities Commission
Sojourns Community Health Clinic
Westminster Cares
Westminster Fire & Rescue
Association
The Current operated by the
Connecticut River Transit
Brattleboro Subaru

Westminster Volunteer Positions Available
The Westminster Selectboard is seeking persons to fill the following

positions:

Planning Commission: 1 position available
The Planning Commission meets the second Monday of every month.

Term is for 3 years.

Development Review Board: 1 alternate position available.
The DRB meets the first Monday of the month.

Term is for 1 year.

Energy Coordinator: 1 year position

Friends of the Westminster West Town Hall: 1 position available

Term is for 1 year.

Recycling Committee: 1 position available

Term is for 1 year.

If you are interested in applying for any of these positions, please write
or email your response to Sonia Alexander, P.O. Box 147, Westminster
VT 05158, or email westmin@sover.net
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Holistic Care for Whole People
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Primary Care
Holistic Medicine
Naturepathy
Acupuncture

Biological Medicine

Have the Holidays got you Harvied?
Sojourns affers a full range of Inemisme Support
(just im citse Satwstad doesn’t get sick days )
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Chiropractic
CranioSacral Therapy
Nutritional Counseling

Ohar Bedies Are Ecosystems not Chemistry Sees™,

4923 US Roure 5 «» Westminster, VT

802-722-4023
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Insurance acceptad for all billable services

Saturday appointments & gift certificares available

Massage
Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Immung Support

Apothecary

Faith Community

The First Congregational Church of Westminster
United Church of Christ

The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor

Main Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster, Vermont
05158,

802-722-4148

Sunday worship at 10:00 AM

Communion is the first Sunday of each month. Sunday
School is held at 10:00 am from Sept to May. The church
has a ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as a hand-
icapped bathroom. Westminster First Congregational is an
Open and Affirming church, all are welcome.

The Congregational Church of Westminster West (UCC
Church

Sunday Worship is at 10:00am. Holy Communion service is
held on the first Sunday of every month. Prayer service is
held on Thursdays, 12:30 to 12:50pm. Child care and
Sunday School are available during worship hour. Choir
meets most Sundays at 9:00am. Fully Wheelchair accessi-
ble.

Open and Affirming Susie Webster-Toleno, Minister

New Church Office Hours:

Susie Webster-Toleno will be at the church Monday 1-4pm
and Thursday and Friday mornings until 12:30. Feel free to
drop by, but it’s a good idea to call if you really want to
catch her, as she sometimes steps out to visit people in their
homes or the hospital. She can be reached at the Church
during her office hours at 387-2334, or a message may be
left for her at home 254-4142 or by email ccww(@sover.net

Safe Disposal for Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW)

It's time to dispose of your unused or left over home improve-
ment and car care products, like paints, stains, antifreeze, and
old gasoline. Or garden goodies such as insect sprays, pesti-
cides, and fungicides. And don’t forget the pool chemicals,
mothballs, and protective pet products. These products require
special care when they’re disposed and Windham Solid Waste
Management District (WSWMD) is providing that care.
Household hazardous waste days are a great way to clean out
all the products in your home that contain potentially hazardous
ingredients!

How do you know if it's a hazardous product? The labels dis-
close warning words such as “caution”, “hazard”, “flammable”,
and “corrosive”. Practically every home contains hazardous
products that can harm you or your environment. The first step
in ridding your cupboards and shelves of these products that
should not be thrown in your household trash, is to identify
them. Then safely store them until your community announces
a household hazardous waste collection.

On Saturday June 18, WSWMD will be at the Putney Fire
Station from 9A — 1:30P, and on July 16 (9A — 1:30P) at the
Townshend Town Barn to collect HHW from all residents of
WSWMD communities. This collection is not for businesses,
municipalities, or schools. We can only accept hazardous prod-
ucts used at home. Al WSWMD community residents are invit-
ed to both collections. There is a $2/gallon fee if a household
brings more than 10 gallons of HHW. Less than 10 gallons of
HHW is free of charge (except for fluorescent light bulbs and
latex paint).

If you can’t make the June and July collections, then store your
waste safely until the annual collection that is always held on
the first Saturday in November. WSWMD also accepts some
hazardous products on a daily basis at their Convenience
Center on Old Ferry Rd. (“the old dump”). These products are:
oil based paints, polyurethanes, stains, used motor oil (uncont-
aminated), oil filters, mercury containing devices (fluorescent
light bulbs, thermostats, etc.), aerosols, non-alkaline and
rechargeable batteries.

Please refrain from putting your hazardous waste in glass con-
tainers. All items should have a lid that is screwed tight or
taped. We will NOT accept empty containers, non-household
hazardous waste, narcotics, radioactive wastes, ammunition,
explosives, and asbestos.

Hazardous products cause problems in both their use and dis-
posal. They can pose health risks during use and if the unwant-
ed portions of these products go down the drain, into the trash,
or get burned, they threaten the environment. Sometimes the
only difference between industrial hazardous waste and house-
hold hazardous wastes are the quantities used in the product.
For example, the industrial solvent methylene chloride is some-
times used in oven cleaners but is regulated when used as a
pesticide in larger quantities.

For more information, a list of hazardous household products,
fees, and details on latex paint, go to windhamsolidwaste.org or
call us at 257-0272.

Meetings

Selectboard 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in the Town
Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7:00
pm in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities
Commission

2nd Monday of the Month at 6:00
pm at the Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board

1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
at the Westminster Center School
Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle
Association

3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Monday at 7:00 pm at
the Westminster West Public
Library

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.
at the Town Hall

Community Improvement
Program Committee meets the
2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:00
pm.

Westminster Cares Board 1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4:00
pm.

Westminster Institute Board
NEXT MEETING FOR WESTMIN-
STER INSTITUTE: Thursday, May
5 @ 7:00 pm. at the Institute.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue
Dept holds their monthly meetings
on the 1st Tuesday of every month ,
@ 7:00 pm and a combined drill on
the 3rd Tuesday of every month at
the Westminster Fire Station.

Westminster Historical Society
2nd Tuesday at 7:00 pm at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting
Thursday, June 23rd at the
Westminster Cares Office

Westminster Recycling
Committee

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 pm at the

The Deadline for
The July 2011,
Issue of the
Westminster Gazette is
Wednesday,June 29th
by 5:00pm

* Please note the
deadline date has been changed
to the last Wednesday of the
month

Volunteers Needed
to deliver the
Westminster Gazette
to local designated
drop off locations.
Must have your

own transportation.
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It is a pleasure to announce
that Kristen Lawlor has been
chosen the Bellows Falls Union
High School Elks Student o f
the Month for April. Kristen, a
senior, is the daughter of Betsy
Mercier of Walpole, NH and
Jeffrey Lawlor of Bellows Falls

As a student who excels
in her classes and turns in high
quality work, it is clear that Kristen
is interested in her education. Her
attentiveness, participation, and
over-all work ethic in her classes
clearly demonstrate a well devel-
oped student who is ready for col-
lege.

Mr. Divis, Social Studies teacher
at BFUHS, commends Kristen for
the work she has done in Senior
Seminar this semester stating,
“Kristen goes above and beyond
in creating excellent Public
Service Announcements on topics
ranging from same-sex marriage
to hate crimes, and contributes
well in class through questions
and class discussions. In a class
that depends on class participa-
tion and students listening to other
points of view, Kristen excels in
looking at all sides of a situation
and to others’ views in a respectful
way. She is doing exemplary work
in this class and | have been very
impressed with her work ethic and
ability so far this semester.”

Her positive, optimistic attitude
about life in general and definitely
about school is refreshing. It is
clear that she enjoys learning and
thinking critically about issues that
involve her community and the
world. Her smile and attitude help
make school more of a welcoming
atmosphere, and a better overall
environment. Kirsten is respectful
and mature, and her attitude posi-
tively influences those around her,
which is greatly appreciated.

The BFUHS Student of the Month
Committee appreciates the time

Kristen has put into making
BFUHS a better place. Clearly a
talented art student, her willing-
ness to participate in various art
shows, to help the band and to
help the drama club are appreciat-
ed. She is dedicated to her com-
munity service projects and her
help with the youth dances at the
Moose is appreciated as well.
Congratulations go to Kristen.
BFUHS is proud to have her rep-
resent us with this award.

It is a pleasure to announce
that Stewart Shaughnessy
has been named the
Bellows Falls Union High
School Elks Student of the
Month for May. Stewart, a
sophomore, is the son of
Donny and Stacey
Shaughnessy of Bellows
Falls.

Stewart works hard in all
aspects of school. He's con-
scientious, responsible and is
eager to improve his skills.
His assignments show atten-
tion to detail, logical thought
and good insight. As a sopho-
more, he has shown academ-
ic growth and maturity and he
has consistently been on the
honor roll.

Always positive and friendly,
Stewart goes out of his way to
help. He listens to people with
an open mind, encourages
people in all aspects of live
and just tries to make people’s
days better. He is friendly to
all, has a wide variety of
friends and is well liked by his
peers and the faculty at
BFUHS. His positive attitude
makes him a good role model.
Stewart finds good in every sit-
uation and is a genuinely good
person.

Stewart is a member of stu-
dent council and works hard to
make BFUHS a better place.
He is involved in the sports
program and shows up and
gives 100% at practices,

and during games working
hard on the field and support-
ing his teammates from the
side lines. He has been active
in class activities as well. Not
only active at BFUHS, Stewart
is well known in the communi-
ty as a young man who goes
out of his way to help others.

Congratulations, Stewart.
BFUHS is proud to have you
represent us with this award.

“Important News About

3SquaresVT!
3SquaresVT  (formerly  Food
Stamps) is Vermont'’s

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program -- a nutrition program
designed to help you stay healthy
by allowing you to spend more
money on healthy, nutritious food.
3SquaresVT can help you make
ends meet — especially in this chal-
lenging economy! It can help you
stretch your food budget and put
three square meals a day on your
table, at the same time freeing up
money for other living expenses. If
you are eligible for 3SquaresVT,
your children are eligible for free
school lunches. If you are elderly or
disabled, special rules make it eas-
ier to qualify. If you are an eligible
senior, you can get your benefit
directly deposited as cash right into
your bank account.

*New rules make it easier to quali-
fy. You can get 3SquaresVT even if
you have a savings account or own
your own home. Don’t assume that
you earn too much to qualify. You
may be eligible for 3SquaresVT
even if you were turned down for
Food Stamps in the past.

*You may be automatically eligible.
People who receive Vermont
Earned Income Tax Credit or SSI
are categorically eligible for

3SquaresVT. That means that even
if you receive a $0 benefit, you are
still ‘eligible’ and therefore are eligi-
ble for Lifeline, Link Up, free school
meals, etc.

*3SquaresVT helps Vermont.
3SquaresVT benefits are all federal
dollars, so by applying you are
bringing money into the state. Also,
shopping locally or buying local
products is a way to support your
community and your local farmers.
*Apply today! Call Southeastern
Vermont Community  Action
(SEVCA) at (800) 464-9951 and
ask for a 3SquaresVT application
or set up an appointment for help
filling out an application.

SEVCA is a non-profit organization
designated by state and federal
officials to address the full range of
needs of low-income residents of
Windham and Windsor counties.
SEVCA's Family Services Program
provides help for families and indi-
viduals in crisis through programs
that offer financial assistance, case
management, service linkage, and
advocacy to low-income house-
holds facing lack of food, heat,
eviction, foreclosure, illness, vehi-
cle breakdown, and other emer-
gencies.”

Best
ENnERGY
SAVINGS
TECHNOLOGIES

3t Enery Saving Technoiom
oy

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN VT. &
THE LOCAL KEENE AREAS.

Energy Improvements for New
Construction and Existing Homes.

Westminster, VT 05158
Phone: (802) 722-4575

91 Buck Drive

Fax: (802) 722-4509

. How Would You Like to:
. Save on Heat Costs for the Long Term?
. Reduce Air Infiltration and Leakage?
. Increase Comfort Levels of Your Home?

SERVICES OFFERED: Energy Auditing & Consulting, Blower Door
Testing to insure indoor air quality, Infrared Camera Scan, Air-Sealing, in-
sulation (dense pack and spray applied cellulose applications). It’s never
too late to make your home energy efficient. It’s Your BEST bet .

e

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

DID YOU FILE AN EXTENSION AND NEED TO DO
YOUR 2010 TAX RETURN?

DO YOU NEED TO FILE RETURNS FOR PRIOR
YEARS?

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS;
PURCHASED REAL ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY,
GONE THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN MONEY OUT
OF PENSION OR IRA PLANS?

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXES?

NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US.
We are open year round to meet all of your tax prepara-
tion and tax planning needs and we look forward to
helping you.

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule
your appointment.

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

5111 US Route 5
Westminster Station, VT 05159

High Expectations:
Westminster Sixth
Grade Heads for
College

Making important educational deci-
sions begins well before senior
year. High Expectations, a project
created by Westminster School’s
principal Steve Tullar, is designed
to help students and families start
to think about their educational
futures.

As part of this program,
Westminster sixth graders have
visited Castleton State College.
They have also had middle school
representatives visit Westminster
Center to talk about their middle
school options.

n April, students visited
Vermont Technological College
(VTC). The day began with a cam-
pus tour, followed by an official wel-
come from Admissions officer, Nate
Ball, to learn what it takes to get
into college. They ate lunch in
Morey Dining Hall where students
met a former Westminster sixth
grader, now a VTC student. After
lunch the group went to class in a
greenhouse to learn about using
insects as a natural means to keep
harmful insets from damaging
plants, and to a technical drawing
class, where they drew their hands
without looking at what they were
drawing. The day on campus

ended with a choice of playing rac-
quetball or swimming in the pool.
Donna Sheehan, mother
of Brodie, was on the trip. Speaking
about her own children she said, ‘I

want them to have every opportuni-
ty that they can have in life. If you
want to do anything in life, if you
want to get ahead, you need to go
to school, that is the bottom line.”

These college visits help
young students to picture them-
selves on a college campus and
learn what they are looking for in a
school. Sheehan added, “Being
here today with my son has been a
great experience | wish | had this
opportunity, | wish the schools had
done something like this when |
was younger.”

In just a few days,
Donna’s son Brodie will be among
the 29 Westminster sixth grade
graduates headed to a new school.

For many students,
selecting what school to attend only
happens after high school.
Westminster however is one of 90
Vermont towns with no middle
school of its own. Families may
choose where to send their chil-
dren. Brodie, has made his middle
school choice, one that his family
sees as the best fit.

“It is our goal that High
Expectations will give Westminster
students and their families the tools
to make informed educational deci-
sions for middle school and
beyond. Having this experience
now is practice for the process stu-
dents and their families go through
senior year.” says principal Steve
Tuller.

Westminster’s High Expectations
Project is expected to continue with
next year’s sixth grade.

westminsternews@gmail.com
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HEIDI BERNIER, CBR

LICENSED VT & NI The new farm processing kitchen

is up and running!
Look for your favorite jams and chutneys
and new additions in coming weeks

.' Bekley & Veller
Greenwood Country

Realtors mu : ’ I~
A ", - -
Bus. 802.254-6400 x135 » Eax, 802-254-6403 TRAS" d"')/ G ROVAL B R Don't forget to sign up for the Winter CSA
Res. 802-869-2781 » Cell 802-380-1585 802 869 2235 12 e L to keep those yummy local, organic

W perkleyielicEvols Harlow veggies in your kitchen all year!

; ; i ) P.O, BOX 250, R  WESTMINSTER, VT
heidi bernicr@berkleyveller.com : Box 434, Saxtons River Joe 802.384.0397 250X 250, ROUTE (802) 722-3515
119 Western Avenue, Brattleboro, VI 05301 " Vermont 05154 Jeff 603.209.4441 (172 MILE NORTH OF £XIT 5 { INTERSTATE 9]

Offices: Brattleboro, VT » West Dover, VT » Walpole, N.H.

HODGKINS & SONS, INC.

Earth Movers

Business of the Month Harlow’s Farmstand

WESTMINSTER

We’re picking our own strawberries now, and soon will have beet greens. Most of the A U TO
e —— Ext5, 1-91

Commercial & Home Excavation

Septic Systems * Sand, Gravel & Loam local produce we sell comes from Harlow Farm, certified organic since 1985. We also
PO. Box 268 sell vegetables, fruit, dairy, cheese, bread, maple syrup, and honey from local and At 5. Westminster
A Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Vermont farms: Old Athens Farm, Deep Meadow Farm, High Meadow Farm, Boggy PO Box er'wgsﬁqﬁzzzte's‘t;ff\'% 05159
Phone: gggﬁgg»gggg ; Meadow, Orchard Hill, Walpole Creamery, West River Creamery, Strafford Organic ' (802) 722- 4722
g . g Creamery and Butterworks. Check us out on our website:
Fax:  603/445-2193 Y www.westminsterauto.com

We sell beef and pork, including nitrate-free ham and bacon, and poultry from Harlow
S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques | Farm. Fresh chickens will be ready July 1, and Hannah’s Hens are laying eggs like
there’s no tomorrow.

S H A RO N The bedding plant season is well underway—chance of frost long gone! There are still ATTORNEY
plenty of annuals, perennials and herbs. Later this summer, we’ll have jams, jellies, ERIC ANDERSON
chutneys and other preserves from the farm kitchen, new this year on the farm. o .
BOCCELLI Our 60-kilowatt solar panel array has been in operation since October, and Paul Individual, Family
reports it's working well. Power from the solar panels will offset the electricity we use Business
&S COMPANY to run the farm, including housing. Representation
_ . . . Café Loco is open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 8 a.m. to 3 Tel. 802.799.3949 or 802.957 4747
Buying entire estates, or single items. [ p.m. Sunday. Stop in and welcome Michael back from Florida. canderson@archstlaw.com
Probate appraisals Harlow Farm is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Call 802-722-3515 or find us at Clad to Make Housecalls.

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190 | http://www.harlowfarm.com/

Residential * Commercial
Bench Work

\)\Y,NCE &L
S«ELECTRIC Oé{; T ANKS

'THE CHIMNEY DOCTOR

fan Contway

Chimney ¢ Stove Care

Cleaning, Repasr, Insialiation & Relining
Autharized Dealer - Regency & Waterford

TOILETS

Wond e Gas Stoves
];i?lxessgli;zt:/r'l?toswl ;:)l:: 2%22_5;66%:33‘:&% JEff RUggiero 802'463'9444 Fgr;_;::dj:‘l{:ﬁ:;:"‘g: R, Pimey, VI 05340 . 4 l\'.f:il [.':n. #1725
Steven Goodell bestseptic@gmail.com himedac@rover. net Member Natianal & Verrnune Chivmey Stoep Guilde
OVERCOMING Saxton River Art Guild
ANXIETY
- Free Show
ACONSULTING &, The artists of the Saxtons River art Guild, under
the auspices of Westminster Cares, will hold an
SUSAN B. AUSLANDER, M.A. art show Saturday and S_unday, Ju_ne 25 and J grao_Ie
o ) 26th, at the Westminster Institute, planting
Tutoring in Mathematics . pop-
Statistics & Computers from 9:30 am till 3:00 pm.
(Al ages amd Levels) We will be in conjunction with the
Diagnostic Evaluation Westminster Garden Tour, but will be a

Remedial Instruction

Standardized Test Preparation FREE exhibit inside the institute. Many highly  » oot time was had by All Westminster Center School Students on
susanpiday@gmatlcom skilled _art|st will be on dlspla.y with a wide _varlety June 1 when each grade planted a crop to harvest in the fall. Many thanks to
(014) 3764537 « (802) 722-0200 | Of their art to be on sale, with the Westminster 3 %o "6 i he Allen family and to Mike Collins for their help
Cell (914) 262-7423 Cares organization to receive 10% of the sales. ’ )

The public is invited to the Free Art exhibit inside
the institute. Please come inside and enjoy the
colorful art, and visit with all the artists..

westminsternews@gmail.com

We want to meet you.

BFUHS Class Night and Graduation June 15th & 16th, 2011
The Bellows Falls Union High School will be holding our annual Class Night on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 7:00 pm in the BFUHS
Auditorium. The Bellows Falls Union High School Graduation ceremony will be held on Thursday June 16, 2011 at 6:30 pm.
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