
Following the wildly successful Kohl's Kids Bike Smart program last spring,
a dedicated group of cyclists and school personnel moved to bring biking to
Westminster Center School year round. 
Money from our wellness grant was used to purchase 36 helmets in the spring.
Thirty-five bikes were donated from families, Kurn Hattin and community
members.  

Grant funding from Lowe's will be used to purchase materials from local
suppliers to build a shed to store our fleet of bikes. We are seeking additional
donations to purchase helmets and a fleet of bikes suitable for our older students.

Have you noticed the addition to the Center School playground? The Bike
Pump Track is a permanent addition to playground activities is open for use 
outside the school day as well as during the day, at recess for 4-5-6 graders and
during Westminster Afterschool

The school’s student activities account funded construction by Brooke
Scatchard. Mr. Cafferky's 4th grade class has been biking in the fall and spring
and worked on getting the pump track ready for riding. 
They will be seeding the outside of the berms and ask that all users of the pump
track respect the entry and exit points (clearly marked) to keep our pump track
in the best condition possible.

For the second year in a row, the “Kohl's Kids Bike Smart” program will be
kicking off a new week at Westminster School May 26- June 5. All students will
be biking during PE classes for the next two weeks.
Kohl’s Kids Bike Smart (KKBS), powered by Local Motion, is a bike skills
training program that teaches kids how to ride bikes safely with the goal of
keeping them active and injury-free. 
During the school year, KKBS loans its trailer with 40 bikes plus all needed

equipment and supplies at no charge to Vermont schools that want to conduct
on-bike skills trainings for students in grades K-8.  In addition to the trailer, the
loaner program provides teachers with a detailed curriculum guide, training and
technical support, and access to low-cost helmets for kids.
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Smart Biking for a Safe Summer

The second of two community
forum conversations wil be held at the
Westminster  Center School. The first
was held on May 26, the second will
be on Thursday, June 4 from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the Westminster Center
School Gymnasium. 
In our efforts to come together as a

community and identify what we value
and want for our children, please join
the Westminster Town School Board
for two community conversations to
talk about our children and our
schools. There will be snacks and child
care available. 
If you are not able to attend in per-

son, there are several other ways to
participate, including using the Front
Porch Forum which you may access
through http://frontporchforum.com. 
Here is the link to all the informa-

tion, questions and material that will
be covered in the forums
www.wnesu.org/wcs/.
We look forward to working with

you as we together chart a course for
our students. 

Westminster students in the Kids Bike Smart Program.

14th Annual Benefit Garden Tour July 11th & 12th

Join us for the 14th Annual Garden Tour to benefit Westminster Cares, on July 11 and 12. Tour the gardens of
Mary and Gordon Hayward, Cyndy Fine, Fran Renaud, Ann Kebbell, Kathy Leo and the Westminster Center School,
(WCS Saturday only). From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; rain or shine.  Tickets are good for both days. Photo by Lori Larue.

Our Community Voices:
Talking About Our Children

and Our Schools
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Artie Aiken turns 102 on June 10.
You can help him celebrate by stop-
ping in all day to visit at his home at
79 School Street.
Come out of your house to wave as

he cruises around town from 6 to 6:30
p.m.in a classic convertible driven by
his neighbor.
Tune in to the Today Show in the

morning from 8:45 to 8:55 a.m.  There
is a chance that Artie will be recog-
nized by Willard Scott. This is not 
definite, but it could happen!
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE!

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3

approx. 2.5”x3”
$250 a year

$25 for one month

Pages 4-7
approx. 3.5”x4”
$500 a year

$75 for one month

Page 8
approx. 1.5”x2.5”

$150 a year
No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

Need Adobe Reader to open 
& high speed Internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Wi-Fi available upon request

Happy 102nd Artie!

The Westminster Mystery Photo in
the May 2015 edition of the
Westminster Gazette, was of North
Westminster, on the Saxtons River
Road, where the the Community
House now exists.
The picture was succesfully identi-

fied by Gloria Cook, Richard Morse,
Beth James and Bob Gay. If anyone
has more information about the wind
pump and water tower shown in that
photo, please send it to the Gazette, as
several people expresed an interest in
knowing more about them.

Mystery Photo
Identified
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Each year on Kurn Hattin Day,
Kurn Hattin Homes for Children
orchestrates a lively day of events with
campus tours, a luncheon, and a con-
cert performance to thank their donors
and alumni for their kindness. 
This year, the celebration theme

was Take Me Out to the Ballgame!
Eighth Graders, Maia Brow and Riley
Daniels shared the role of Master of
Ceremonies at the 28th Annual Kurn
Hattin Day Celebration. 
The children’s performance of song,

music and dance were selected from
several sources of inspiration and had
the audience cheering and singing
along with the performers to songs
such as the Red Sox anthem “Sweet
Caroline” by Neil Diamond, and “Take
Me Out to the Ballgame!” by Jack
Norworth and Albert Von Tilzer .
They were also treated to several

baseball themed riddles and Abbott and
Costello’s classic comedy routine,
“Who’s on First?” Special thanks also
go out to volunteers Mary Davis, Chris
Goding, Jimmy Malley, Darlene Pecor,
and Janet Wilson. 
The day also included the Annual Meeting of the Kurn Hattin Alumni

Association. At the meeting, the 2015 graduating eighth grade students were
individually welcomed and inducted as Alumni Association members. Elections
were held, the current officers are: President Jackie LaDue Mallory ’54; Vice
President Lyssa Jackson ’08; Treasurer Shirley Bacon Doyle ’49; and Secretary
Mabella Mendez ’63.  
Appreciation and thanks were given to the outgoing officers for their effort

and commitment, Treasurer Donald Campbell ’49, and Secretary Jasmin Sears
Queen ’90.
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The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met May 13 at the
Westminster Institute with President Connie Sanderson presiding. The follow-
ing board members attending: Reggie  Borden, Pete Harrison, Barbara Sherrod,
Sally Ryea, Heidi Anderson, Don Dawson and Director Donna Dawson. Kathy
Elliott, Miriam Lanata and Susan Harlow were unable to attend.
Westminster Cares creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to

live with independence and dignity in the community. Your support to this care -
giving organization is a way for all of us
Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, volunteering

to deliver meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doctor appointments, work-
ing on a committee, making a contribution or attending a workshop may contact
Donna Dawson at 722- 3607 or by e-mail at wecares@sover.net. Check us out
on the Web at www.westminstercares.org and like us on Facebook.
Meals On Wheels – In April, 22 WC volunteers delivered meals one day a

month to 14 different people who are now on meals. In addition, two frozen
entrees were delivered to 10 people on Fridays for weekend meals (20 total per
week). Two new volunteers are being trained and one new volunteer filled out
Transportation – During the month of April, five rides were provided by

three different volunteers who drove three different Westminster residents to
medical appointments, shopping or wellness programs for a total of 131.

Nursing Program   - During April, our community nurse made five home vis-
its and two phone check in calls on behalf of five seniors for medication man-
agement, blood pressure checks, foot care and hospitalization follow-up. She
also attended one blood pressure clinic at the April Senior Lunch.
Meetings Attended by Staff in March included – Attended Monthly Senior

Lunch; meetings held with nurse and treasurer; Gazette Board, graphic design-
er, Programs Committee, Evaluation Consultant and PR.
Programs in April   - Two Secrets of Healthy Aging sessions, four Gentle

Yoga classes, 27 Strength Training classes, five Artist in Each of Us classes and
three Chair Yoga classes.
Assistance and Referrals  - Assistance provided to several Westminster resi-

dents and their families, collaborating with Saxtons River Cares, social service
agencies, Senior Solutions, the V.A., HCRS, SEVCA, Hospice, VCIL, and the
Visiting Nurses.
Friendly Visiting  - Three volunteers making friendly visits to three seniors.
Medical Equipment  - In April we loaned out 11 pieces of equipment; three

pieces of equipment were returned to us and 12 pieces were donated to us.
MAY MEMORIAL DONATIONS 2015
In memory of Clara Stuart from Ila Mitchell
In memory of Robie and Kay Palmer from George and Georgiana Cheney

News from Westminster Cares

Kurn Hattin Day Celebration Hits it Out of the Park

In photos, the Kurn Hattin Homes for Children students treat their 
supporters and alumni to a taste of their song and dance skills.

Parks Place keeps growing. Most recently this community resource center wel-
comed a new director, Christine Bullard.  Christine brings a wealth of experience
within the community to her new position, as well as a roll top desk from home.
“I think the desk really fits in with the homelike feel of Parks Place," she says. 
Christine fits in well, too. For the past 25 years she’s been working in the

human service and criminal justice fields, most recently as a social worker with-
in the Bellows Falls Police Department.  She worked with people dealing with
mental health issues, families in crisis, individuals who are homeless, as well as
other difficult situations. Over the years, Christine's been a training coordinator
at the Vermont Police Academy and a program manager for a Department of
State sponsored international training program focusing on domestic abuse.
“We’re excited about Christine's substantial experience,” notes Parks Place
Board member Ben Madow, who was Co-Chair of the Search Committee.  “We
feel her passion for service will lead Parks Place in the future.” 
Christine takes the place of Barbara Ternes, who served as director since the

center's inception 20 years ago. But Barbara hasn't left just yet. She plans to stay
on for a few months, making sure the transition to a new director is as seamless
as possible.  Christine and Barbara work well together and have collaborated on
numerous projects ranging from Ready by 21 to directing traffic at the Rotary’s
Paddle Battle.

Parks Place Welcomes New Director
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings
at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third
Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month. 
Next association meeting June 2 at 7 p.m.                                                                             
The Prudential Committee normally meets twice a month. A warning will be

posted 48 hours prior to each meeting.               
Number of calls in April: 38
Number of calls through May 27th: 30  
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 146 
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 339

Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for
their regular meeting May 5 with President Paul Millman presiding. There were
30 members present and three members excused. Currently there are 44 mem-
bers of the volunteer fire department. 
Length of service pins and certificates were handed out to the following.

Justin Fuller and Paul Millman, 5 years; George James, 10 years; David Lynde
and Jeff Ruggiero, 15 years; Ernie Norman, 50 years. A special cake was made
in the shape of a fire engine to honor Ernie’s 50 years of dedicated service. 
The next meeting, June 2nd, elections for officers and trustees of the asso-

ciation will take place as well as for one captain and one lieutenant. Memorial
donations received in memory of Bruce Miller and David Wright will be given
away at this year’s Bellows Falls Union High School graduation. Review of
scholarship applicants will take place at the next meeting.  

Swimming Safety and Thunder Storms: Now that summer weather has
arrived, caution is urged for those swimming in pools, lakes and brooks. It is
recommended that if you hear thunder you should vacate the pool for 30 min-
utes after the last clap of thunder. 
There is a rule of thumb for figuring how far away a storm is. When you see

lightning, every five seconds before you hear thunder is one mile. For example,
if you see lightning and can count 10 seconds before you hear the thunder, the
storm is 2 miles away. Also, be sure to have a good supply of life preservers on
hand and “swimmies” for the little people. Watch for hazards such as low water,
slippery decks and rocks. Be extra careful when diving to insure the water is
deep enough and there is nothing in the water that could cause injury. 
If you have a pool at home, check to be sure the fence and gates are in good

shape. Fences and gates should be lockable and child proof. Kids seem to be
able find a way to get to the water even when the most conscientious precau-
tions are taken. Never swim alone and be sure there is ample supervision at all
times, especially when little children are around. Supervision is the best way of

avoiding tragedies.
Air Conditioners: It is a good idea when plugging in air conditioning units

to have a designated circuit specifically for that unit. This will avoid overload-
ing the circuit and possibly overheating the wiring and causing a fire. Never use
an extension cord when plugging in an A/C. It is often a temptation to leave the
A/C on round the clock. It is better to shut them off for a couple of hours each
day or night and always shut them off when not at home. The cords heat up over
time and could cause a fire. Keeping filters clean and vacuuming out the unit
periodically never hurts.

Gas Grill Safety: Keep your gas grill clean and in good condition. There is
a vent at the back of the grill that releases head smoke and at times, flames.
There have been cases where vinyl siding has melted because the grill is posi-
tioned too close to a wall. Many grills will have a label listing clearance rec-
ommendations. If not, 24 inches is a good standard. Propane cylinders can also
be dangerous. Be sure they are not stored indoors, but outside in a well venti-
lated area. And watch out for bees. Nests are apt to be made in an idle grill and
could be a big and unsuspected surprise when the cover is removed.
Vehicle Kits: It’s time to remove the winter emergency supplies from your

car. No need of carrying the extra weight. Replace it with extra sunscreen and
insect repellent. 
The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations through-

out the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.
May donations received:
Copier from Hal Wilkins
May donation given:
Hurlburt Family Benefit Fund
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering

their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole
Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up
an application.
We would like to have additional volunteers from the Westminster West

area. There is a Fire House, an engine and a rescue vehicle located in
Westminster West and more help is always welcome to utilize that equipment
during calls. 
As always, we would like to thank the members of the community for its

continued support of the fire department.
Check us out on our web-site www.westminsterfireandrescue.org

The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently
from Westminster Fire District #3.
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Nature Notes: From Hummingbirds to Loons
by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist
Many people speak of the fall colors but I enjoy the soft colors of spring.

I look forward to the excitement of songbirds returning and the different flow-
ers and shrubs blossoming.  Several of my favorite birds are Baltimore ori-
oles, gray catbirds, rose-breasted grosbeaks and ruby-throated hummingbirds.
The ruby-throated hummingbirds are special. The female has green and

gray sides with a white throat. The male has a ruby throat when the sun hits it
but the throat otherwise looks black.
Many of us feed them. I put out two feeders because the male often is ter-

ritorial and claims one as his own. The female and young use the other one.
Use  1 cup white granulated sugar to 4 cups  water.  Boil the water and add
the sugar. After cooling, fill the cleaned feeders and any extra liquid can be
saved in the refrigerator. Replace liquid often in hot weather. Red dye or prod-
ucts called “hummingbird food” are not necessary. Other birds, such as ori-
oles, do visit the feeder.  Insects are part of the hummingbirds diet.
Hummingbirds spend 10-15% of their time eating and 75-80% sitting and

digesting. They don’t spend all day flying as that would use up too much ener-
gy. Once I bought a special hanging branch for them to rest on. Did they use
it? Of course not; they preferred a dead branch on top of their feeding tree.
While I was writing this, I read in a local newspaper about a female

Common Loon that had landed in a small pond next to the Cornish post office.
She was there for a few days as different people saw her but didn’t realize that
she was in trouble. I have to wonder how she landed there. Sometimes a
migrating loon will land on a wet highway thinking it is a river or landing on

a pond too small for take-off.
Unlike ducks and geese, loons need a runway of 30 yards to a quarter mile

for flapping their wings and running across the top of the water to get enough
speed for take-off. It appeared that she hadn’t eaten for several days because
loons eat fish and sometimes crustaceans, snails and leeches and the pond was
too small to have much food.
Then Carla Skinder, who was familiar with loons, spotted her and knew

instantly she was in trouble. She contacted Sheridan Brown who helped her
get in touch with John Cooley who runs the field program for the Loon
Preservation  Committee. They finally caught her and with the help of Lois
Fitts and Scott and Sheila Kearns got her in a box. She was sent to Catherine
Greenleaf who is director of St. Francis Wild Bird Hospital in Lyme. The story
ended happily with the loon being released after a short stay of being fed and
hydrated.
Two dangers to loons are lead and mercury poisoning. Lead fishing sinkers

and shots, which have been banned in Vermont and New Hampshire, are
sometimes still being used.  The loons eat the sinkers and shots when they
scoop pebbles off the bottom of the lake to store in their gizzards. Mercury
from the burning of coal can build up in lakes through rainfall.
Many of us think of the loon as a classic bird of the North Woods and are

thrilled to hear their calls. We picture them on remote ponds diving for fish,
sometimes with a chick or two on their backs.  I am always so happy when I
read or hear of people helping a bird or animal in trouble.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

On Friday, June 26, Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA)
will hold its 14th Annual “Chipping Away at Poverty” Benefit Golf
Tournament at the Brattleboro Country Club. 
Individual golfers and foursomes are invited to participate. Players will

have the opportunity to win the Hole-in-One Grand Prize of a new Subaru,
generously sponsored by Brattleboro Subaru. 
There is also a $5,000 cash prize for the winner of the Putting Contest,

along with a variety of other valuable prizes.
All proceeds will support SEVCA’s anti-poverty efforts in Southeastern

Vermont. Last year, the tournament’s sponsors and golfers helped SEVCA
make a tremendous difference in people’s lives by raising over $8,000 to assist

struggling families and individuals throughout Windham and Windsor
Counties during one of the organization’s busiest and most challenging years.
SEVCA served over 13,150 individuals impacted by emergencies, financial
hardships, unemployment, and other crises over the past year.
The cost for participating in the tournament is $125 per golfer or $450 for

a foursome. 
Anyone interested in registering or obtaining more information should visit

SEVCA’s Website at www.sevca.orgor contact Linda Brooks  at
lbrooks@sevca.org; or (802) 722-4575 ext. 105 at its Westminster office. 
Businesses, organizations and individuals interested in helping to sponsor

the event are also asked to contact Linda as soon as possible.

SEVCA “Chipping Away at Poverty” Benefit Golf Tournament June 26th
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

When Mystery Photos are available, E-mail your answer to
westminsternews@gmail.com

The answer and the winners are
announced in the next issue, page 3.

by Heather Baker 

Older adults are a vital part of our society. Since 1963, communities across the
country have shown their gratitude by celebrating Older Americans Month each
May.
The theme of this year’s celebration is “Get Into the Act,” to focus on how

older adults are taking charge of their health, getting engaged in their communi-
ties, and making a positive impact in the lives of others. 
The theme also reflects on the 50th anniversary of the Older Americans Act.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Older Americans Act into law in July
1965. Since that time, the Act has provided a nationwide aging services network,
and funding that helps older adults live with dignity in the communities of their
choice for as long as possible. 
These services include home-delivered and congregate meals, caregiver sup-

port, community-based assistance, preventive health services, elder abuse pre-
vention and much more. 
By promoting and engaging in activity, wellness and inclusivity, more

Americans than ever before can “Get into the Act.” While the Southwestern
Vermont Council on Aging and Senior Solutions provide a multitude of services
to older adults year round, Older Americans Month offers an opportunity to
emphasize how older adults can access the home and community services they
need to live independently in their communities. 
It is also an occasion to highlight how older adults are engaging with and mak-

ing a difference in those communities.
A great program to help you stay active and enjoy the outside is the Green

Mountain Passport. To be eligible for a passport, a person must be a legal resident
of Vermont and 62 years of age or older, or a veteran of the uniformed services. 
Use your passport for free admission to Vermont State Parks (overnight camp-

ing and other park fees are excluded), Vermont State Historic Sites, and events
which are fully state-sponsored. 
To receive a Green Mountain Passport, just fill out an application at your local

city or town clerk’s office and pay a $2 fee. If you have any questions you can
call the Senior HelpLine (800) 642-5119.
Discover Older Americans Month: Visit acl.gov/olderamericansmonth

This article appeared in the May 20, 2015 issue of the Rutland Herald as one
of a series called 60 Plus.
60 Plus is a collaboration between Senior Solutions of Southeastern Vermont

and the Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging. Both can be reached by calling
the Senior HelpLine at 800-642-5119. Visit us on the web at
www.seniorsolutionsVT.org and www.svcoa.org.

Older Americans Month 2015:
“Get Into the Act”

If you have pictures you think would make a
great mystery photo, send them to 

westminsternews@gmail.com

The Selectboard have continued their work on the trash program to be imple-
mented by July 1, 2015. This program has generated some great feedback by you
the taxpayer with improvements and concerns. 
The most important thing to remember is that this program is a “work in

progress” and we are hoping for complete satisfaction, but reality is that some
things will need to be adjusted.  Please feel free to call the Town Hall or visit us
if you have questions or feedback.
We are expecting the informational packets to be mailed out to you on or before
the second week of June. The informational meetings will be held in your area
soon after that. Keep your eyes out for the sandwich boards with dates and times
for your area. Another note of change will be the routes that the new Hauler will
take and on what day. The schedule will be in your packet and announced at the
Selectboard meetings and on the website.
After June 1st of this year, the Town Manager will be sending out citations for

every dog that is not registered in the Town of Westminster. If you have one of
these, Please come to the Town Hall and get your dog registered before you
receive a letter. If you have a neighbor that has a dog that is not registered, Please
let them know that it’s the Law. The State of Vermont has mandated that every
dog be registered and vaccinated for the safety of you and your neighbors. 
Registration means that the dog is vaccinated and is in good health and does

not place the populous at risk. We have approximately 12 dog bites a year in
Westminster and each of them place burden, not only financially, but emotional-
ly on the victim and the owner. This will not prevent the bites but will give the
victim assurance that he or she will not have to go through the hardship of rabies
shots. Please know that just because your dog is home on a run or is inside, he
or she is still mandated to get registered and vaccinated.
If you plan on any home improvements this year, Please remember to get a zon-
ing permit first. Not all construction needs a permit, but a quick call to the Town
Hall will confirm this and will keep you from having a potential violation.     
The Selectboard is excited about a new purchase of a camera that will record,

with audio, all the Selectboard meetings. The meetings will be able to be viewed
by you on the Town’s Website page starting as early as July 8, 2015. 
The Website will have a quick link to the meeting of choice and will help with
the “Open Meeting Law” that has been a burden on our Recording Clerks. We
will have the approved minutes also on the site after each meeting that they
become available.

Gazette Seeks Book Keeper, Delivery Help

The last month of the school year is exciting and inspiring time at Compass
School. While so many students throughout the country are just biding their time
to school end, at Compass students step up in a big way for these a variety of cul-
minating events in May.

Last Friday, a wonderful turnout of parents and outside community members
were dazzled by the thoughtful artwork created by 9th and 10th graders as part
of their Art for Social Change study. 
For the past week, we have been wowed by seeing the vast accomplishments

of our 12th graders as they share their reflections of their learning with a panel
made up of teachers, a board member, the school director, a peer, parents, and an
outside community member to demonstrate their readiness to graduate. 
Graduation portfolios demonstrate the incredible range of experiences part of

every Compass student’s education. Every student brings evidence of quality
writing, artwork, service, community involvement, travel, critical thinking, and
diverse experiences in the “real world.” 
The graduation portfolio roundtable celebrates each student’s growth and

development—outside community members consistently express how impres-
sive it is to see in our graduates a sense of self-awareness and maturity that is so
unusual for individuals at this age. 

What’s Up at the Town Hall?
New Trash Program Starts July 1st

Green Mountain Power has been awarded the 2015 Expanding Excellence
award for its mobile app, in the category for Best Mobility Implementation. 
The mobile app helps customers better track their energy, monitor outages

and manage their account. The convenient app allows customers to access their
accounts and pay their GMP bills from their phones or other mobile devices. The
app is free to download and is available for both iOS and android.
To learn more about the new app and these products and services, go online

to greenmountainpower.com or call 888-835-4672. 

GMP Wins Award for New Phone App

Aqueduct Annual Meeting June 10th
Westminster Aqueduct Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10

at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Institute.

Join a great team in helping to spread the Town of Westminster news! We
need a volunteer book keeper, and help with delivering the paper in the Bellows
Falls and Westminster areas once per month when it comes out.
The book keeper position includes tracking deposits, paying invoices from

vendors, and issuing advertising and underwriting invoices to the Gazette's cus-
tomers. Other duties include reconciling the sole bank account, attending the
monthly one hour planning meeting, and participating from time to time in
fundraising activities.  
Here is a chance to participate locally, helping a community, non-profit paper

that has been an important part of Westminster for a decade.  E-mail westmin-
sternews@gmail.com with any questions, and your interest in the positions. 

Compass Students Shine in 
End of the Year Events

What is this building, where was it
located, and what happened to it?
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.
Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees meet on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the library. They wel-
come visits from the public, but it would be
best to check times with Bev Major at 387-
5737 before coming.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by the Train Station in Bellows Falls
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m., for our
Farmers Market.  For details visit
www.bffarmersmarket.com or call 463-
2018.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday at
10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always wel-
come! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a special
offering that goes to Our Place in Bellows
Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open and
Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno is the
pastor, and musicians are Fred Gray and
Mary Westbrook-Geha.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday after-
noons, and people are welcome to drop by.
However, since "office hours" sometimes
means she's out visiting people in their
homes, it's a good idea to make an appoint-
ment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Grace Bible Fellowship Services
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.gbf4hisglory.com/.

Meetings

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board - No
Summer Meetings 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Westminster
Institute at 4:30 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminste June 22 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station.
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The Deadline for
the July Issue of the 

Westminster Gazette is 
Wednesday, 

June 24
Publish Date is 

Tuesday, June 30

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette 

E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com

On Saturday, June 6 at 10 a.m., Tony Coven will lead a free Windmill Hill
Pinnacle Association walk to some intriguing ruins off Old Holden Road in
Westminster.  
A favorite key to the cultural history of an area, cellar holes reveal a lot about

the people who made them and used them in their daily lives.  
A good explanation of these and other cultural and historic resources may be

found at www.windmillhillpinnacle.org/images/events/2015/stonewall_cellar-
holes.pdf . This 49-page booklet by Robert Sanford and Don and Nina Huffer is
entitled Stonewalls & Cellarholes:  A Guide for Landowners on Historic Features
and Landscapes in Vermont’s Forests. 
Participants are encouraged to wear waterproof shoes and bring along a cam-

era and water. Meet at Westminster West Church to carpool to the start and con-
tact Tony Coven at 387-6650 to register.  
For more information about other Pinnacle Association programs and direc-

tions to the Westminster West Church visit www.windmillhillpinnacle.org.
There one can also see pictures from the Association’s recent art show entitled
“Connections and Reflections:  Art of the Pinnacle Lands” and learn a bit about
the motivations and inspirations of participating artists.

June Cellar Hole Walk in Westminster
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Kurn Hattin Homes for Children held its Annual
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon on April 30th, to honor
and thank the over 100 volunteers who devoted their per-
sonal time and energy throughout the year. Executive
Director Connie Sanderson thanked the volunteers for their
selflessness, and stressed their importance in making a
long-term difference in the lives of the children. Sanderson
highlighted the generosity of their unique gift of time and
guidance, by quoting Thomas Jefferson, “May I never get
too busy with my own affairs that I fail to respond to the
needs of others with kindness and compassion.” The volun-
teer team helps with governance, school and recreational
activities, sports, music and special events.
This year’s honorees are: William Abbott, David Adams,

Donna Aldrich, Jean Anderson, Jerry & Linda Bardwell,
Christopher Barry, Diane Bazin, Jeff Bianconi, Sue
Bingaman, Michael Blau, John Bohannon, Bill & Barbara
Brackett, Carol Brennan-Johnson, Gordon Bristol,
Stephanie Brown, Eileen Brown, Scott Bundy, Deborah
Burrows, Phil Caliendo, Gary Carrier, Christopher
Chapman, Fran Cheslock, Sheriff Keith Clark, Paul Clough,
Gary Cobb, Pat Crotty, Marion Daley, Peter Danforth,
Jamie & Mary Jo Dansereau, Ruth DeMone, Ed Dinnany,
Shirley Doyle, Tim Eno, Carol Failla, Deborah Fajans, Michael Fawcett, Bill
Fenn, Amy Fletcher, Justin & Shannon Fuller, Chris Goding, Christopher
Hackett,  Father Lance W. Harlow, Martha Harrington, Elizabeth Henry,
Elizabeth Hicken, John Hubbard, Elliott Hunnewell, Geoffrey and Stacey
Illingworth, Lyssa Jackson, Tim Janis, Richard Johnson, Barbara Joy, Charles P.
Kelsey, Kenneth King, Kay Kloppenburg, Jon Korpela, Michelle Laurendeau,
Bertha Lawrence, Steve H. Lee, Abigail Littlefield, James A. Lynch, Reverend
Sami MacRae, Elizabeth Maiola, Jackie Mallory, Jimmy Malley, Rick Manson,
Bruce Martin, Barbara Matteson, Taylor Maynard, Tammy Mellish, Michelle
Menegaz, Walter Menzel, Kathleen Michel, Jeanne Moore, Marilyn Moore,
David Morse, Sally Motzer, Rhonda Nolan, George Nostrand, Sue Nostrand,
Michael J. Obuchowski, Ben Olson, Virginia Onorato, Frank Patterson, Rebecca
Pedigo, Phil Perlah, James Pfadenhauer, Mrs. Frank J. Prindl, Jasmin Queen,
John Reed, Leslie Richards, Caryl Richardson, Marilyn Roberts, James
Robertson, Anita Roy, Stan Rumrill, William J. Scarlett, IV, Amy Sciacca,
Sheldon Scott, Catherine Semans, Donald Shaughnessy, Elaine Sinclair, Robert
Sinclair, Tina Smith, Susie Smith, Merton Snow, Lindsey Soboleski, Judy
Spinella, Malcolm Streeter, Janice
Sussebach, Dr. Vernon Temple,
Polly Thompson, Michael W. Todd,
Matt Tomberg, Vern & Roberta
Violette, Barbara West, Gary West,
Joan Willey, Ronald M. Williams,
Janet Wilson, Greg Worden, and
Larry & Bette Wunderle. Also rec-
ognized were numerous dedicated
staff members who selflessly volun-
teer during their free time.  If you
would like more information on vol-
unteer opportunities at Kurn Hattin
Homes, please call 721-6921 and
speak with Keri Newton. Our
Mission: Kurn Hattin Homes trans-
forms the lives of children and their
families forever. For more informa-
tion, go to: www.kurnhattin.org
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Community Welcomed to Westminster Cares Open House

The community came out to visit Westminster Cares’ new office at the
Westminster Institute and to celebrate its volunteers, at an open house and vol-
unteer recognition May 7. In photo at right, Connie Sanderson, president of
Westminster Cares board of directors, greeted everyone and wholeheartedly
thanked the volunteers who make the organization run so successfully.
Westminster Cares’ has over 40 volunteers who deliver Meals on Wheels,

take people to medical appointments, visit shut-ins and the lonely, and help keep
seniors and disabled adults in the community healthy and living independently.
Donna Dawson, director of Westminster Cares, and members of the board of

directors also greeted guests. The film “Alive Inside,” documenting the transfor-
mative power of reaching people with dementia through music, was shown. The
film was on loan from Brattleboro Area Hospice.
Westminster Cares’ office is open during office hours, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,

Monday through Thursday, or by appointment on Fridays. For more information,
contact Donna Dawson at 722-3607, or by e-mail, wcares@sover.net. 
Westminster Cares is a nonprofit organization, formed in 1988, that works

with seniors and disabled adults in Westminster, to help them remain healthy and
independent in the community.

Schedule an appointment now while they are still available.

Kurn Hattin Thanks Its Many Volunteers
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

June Business of the Month:
Westminster Auto Service, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Buy With Confidence
A Promise Kept

Westminster Auto Service, Inc, is a full service garage and a dealer of 
quality pre-owned vehicles.
Our service department is headed by Doreen Kelton.  We are able to handle

all of your car repairs, from oil changes, Vermont state inspections, wheel 
alignments, brakes, tires, exhaust and engine repairs, and much more.  Our two
service technicians, Dave Cheeney and Rick Perkins, have both been with us for
several years. They are well trained in completing all of your vehicle service
needs.
We also sell quality pre-owned vehicles. Our sales department consists of

Vern Kelton, Norman Vancor and Doreen Kelton.  Most of our vehicles have a
30 day/3000 mile warranty. An extended warranty can also be purchased at a 
reasonable price.  Each vehicle sold goes through a 10 point safety inspection,
checking all wear and tear items, such as brakes, tires and belts. It is important
to us to have each customer satisfied with their purchases, with the hopes that
they will consider us the next time they are looking to purchase a vehicle.
For those who prefer to research vehicles before coming to the dealership, our

inventory is listed on www.cudlautosmart.com. We can also be found on
Facebook.
We are proud of the quality of the pre-owned vehicles we sell and we work

hard every day to maintain the highest standards of customer service,
We are located at 6156 US Route 5 in Westminster. You can reach us at 

802-722-4722 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday or 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturdays.
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Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Streeter L.L.C.
Licensed Electrician

PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Support Your Community
Newspaper

Put Your Business Card
Size Ad Here

$150 for a Year

June 1 - Planting Day all day;  Technicool Internet Safety Program (for parents)
6 p.m.
June 3 - Health Fair 9 a.m.to noon
June 4 - Literacy Cafe 9:30 to 10 a.m.  Community Voices Forum 6:30 p.m. both
at the Center School.

June 9 - Success Night: 4 p.m. West School;  5 p.m. Center School; 6 p.m. 6th
grade celebration
June 12 - Field Day afternoon at Center School
June 15 - Last day for students
June 16 - School Board meeting 6:30 p.m.

End of the School Year: Important June Dates at the Westminster Schools
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