
This year, nine local businesses adopted their own cot-
tage at Kurn Hattin Homes for Children. Their sponsor-
ship provided basic necessities for the children of their
assigned cottages such as bedding, towels, and other
essential items. 
They were invited to meet the children and celebrate

with their cottage families at Adopt A Cottage Day over
the weekend. It was a lively day where all enjoyed bar-
beque and games, cottage tours, and chatted with Tim
Johnson of WTSA during the live remote radio 
broadcast. 
Thank you to our Adopt A Cottage Partners: Durand

Toyota Ford, IPG Employee Benefits, Mascoma Bank,
Price Chopper, Rite Aid, Savings Bank of Walpole,
Sovernet Communications, Streeter Contractors, and
Whitney Blake Company.
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Local Businesses Adopt Kurn Hattin Cottages

Westminster Cares Volunteers Greet Vermont Visitors

Westminster Cares volunteers and
board members served up delicious
baked goods and  hundreds of cups of
coffee at a recent fundraiser at the
Vermont Welcome Center in Guilford.
Pictured left to right are Nancy
Dalzell, Kathy Elliott, Miriam Lanata
and Sally Ryea.

Clockwise from top left, Suzanne Swanson of IPG Benefits bonds with the older girls, with housepar-
ent Meranda Chandler; Judy Eshelman of Sovernet Communications plays Five Fun Facts with the girls;
and David Jankowski of Whitney-Blake smiles as the boys from their cottage eat their ice cream. 
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Get to know another interesting trail system on a guided hike offered by the Windmill Hill
Pinnacle Association [WHPA] on Saturday, Oct. 17 from 2 to 4 p.m.   
This free activity will introduce nature lovers to a marvelous regional resource: the combined trail

system on the Rockingham/Westminster lands of the 50-acre WHPA Bald Hill Reserve and the 200
acres of the Bellows Falls Union High School, which has more land than any other public high school
in Vermont!  
Randy Major, a member of the Bald Hill Committee of the Pinnacle Association and a former

WHPA Board Member, will lead this moderate jaunt to familiarize hikers with the combined trail sys-
tem.  
Hike attractions will include a trail along the top of steep slopes above the Saxtons River, a visit

to the south side of Twin Falls, and Bald Hill viewpoints. 
Participants should dress warmly and bring water.  Hikers should meet at the trail gate at the

uppermost end of Cemetery Road in Westminster, right next to the St. Charles’ Cemetery entrance.     
Contact Randy Major at 387-5737 for information and registration.  A visit to www.windmill-

hillpinnacle.org will yield a map indicating the trailheads and give information about other upcom-
ing Pinnacle programs.
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$250 a year
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$500 a year

$75 for one month

Page 8
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No one time ads

Underwriting Support is a
donation of at least $300 

annually and does not include
advertising. Underwriters are
listed in the box on page 6

each month.

On-line at:
www.westminstervt.org

Need Adobe Reader to open 
& high speed Internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

Wi-Fi available upon request

Pinnacle Association’s Bald Hill HIke Oct. 17

We are still meeting at the
Westminster Park and Ride on
Westminster Heights Road at 9 a.m.
each Wednesday.  
Most of our walks are one to one

and a half hours including the time to
carpool to the trail.  
We walk on moderate and quiet

trails and roads.  Come join us before
the cold weather sets in.  
Call Westminster Cares for more

information at 722-3607.

Westminster 
Wednesday 
Walkers
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Kurn Hattin Homes for Children is
pleased to announce the appointment
of Noah D. Noyes, M. Ed to the posi-
tion of school principal. 

Following an extensive search
process involving a committee of
highly-respected faculty, staff, and
administrators; Mr. Noyes, a native of
Hyde Park, Vermont, emerged as the
outstanding choice to lead Kurn
Hattin's academic department. His
tenure became effective July 1, 2015.
Noyes is a third-generation Vermont

educator and brings a decade of public
school administrative and teaching
experience to the job, as well as a pas-
sion for serving young children in
need. 

Prior to joining the Kurn Hattin
staff, he held the position of principal
at Danville School in Danville,
Vermont, serving some 350 students
in grades PK-12. His classroom teach-
ing experience includes the positions
of grade 5/6 teacher at Waterville
School in Waterville, Vermont, and
Grades 7-12 Science teacher at
Lamoille Union Middle/High School
in Hyde Park, Vermont. 

Noyes received his Master of
Education from Upper Valley
Educator Institute and holds a
Bachelor of Science from St.
Lawrence University. In addition, he
has served as a member and chairper-
son of the school board of Hyde Park,
Vermont, a volunteer coach for the
Vermont Elite Nordic Ski Team, and a
volunteer staff member and fundraiser

for Camp Ta-Kum-Ta, Vermont's only
camp for pediatric cancer patients.

Kurn Hattin Homes' Executive
Director, Connie Sanderson, said of
the appointment, "We are thrilled to
welcome Noah Noyes to the Kurn
Hattin family. Noah is a compassion-
ate, committed educator who brings
valuable skills and expertise and val-
ues our philosophy of putting the chil-
dren's needs first.”
In his new role, Noyes says he plans

to build on the strong foundation of
success already in place at Kurn
Hattin, emphasizing hands-on, per-
sonalized learning experiences for
each child, and expanding the integra-
tion of technological resources into
the teaching and learning process." 
"On a personal level, I look forward

to deepening positive professional
relationships with the staff here and to
becoming a part of all facets of the
Kurn Hattin community,” Noyes said.
“It's so apparent that this is a special
place, a caring place, and that Kurn
Hattin is an organization that does
very important work for a deserving
population."
For over 120 years, Kurn Hattin

Homes for Children has provided a
safe home and quality education for
boys and girls, ages 5-15, whose fam-
ilies are experiencing a time of per-
sonal or financial need. Kurn Hattin
Homes transforms the lives of chil-
dren and their families forever. 

For more information, visit
www.kurnhattin.org.
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Community Invited to Compass Day Oct. 22

The new trash program is showing great results. For the past four years, the
Town of Westminster has averaged approximately 77 tons of trash generated
every month. 
July of this year, we had 30.53 tons and August came in at 32.06 tons. At $85

per ton, we have a reason to smile. The recycling is also going well and in the
past two months has shown why the trash is down because recycling tonnage is
going up. 
The town shop’s recycling area is still available for now. We need to police

this area and keep it as clean and neat as possible. Please do not leave anything
that does not belong in the recycling bins, there. 
If you see anyone abusing this facility, please notify the Town Hall immedi-

ately at (802) 722-4255.  
Ruggiero Trash has only three observed holidays that interrupt our trash and

recycling pickup. They are Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s. The
unique thing that we are not used to is that if the holiday falls on a Monday let’s
say, he will pick up on Tuesday and Wednesday’s pickup will be on schedule for
Wednesday. 
Please note, just the day that the holiday falls on is affected. This year

Thanksgiving is on a Thursday. No one will be affected by this holiday.
Christmas is on Friday this year, so Friday’s pick up will be on Saturday and
Monday will not be affected. 

This is the same for New Year’s which also is on a Friday.  
The second Public Hearing for the new Town Plan is going to be on October

6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Institute. Please make note of the changes, 6:30 at the
Institute. The first hearing was attended by 30+ residents, the Selectboard, and
the Planning Commission. 
The topics of two acre parcels vs. five acre parcels, combining the

Commercial Zoning District with the Industrial Zoning District, and the “Future
Outlook for Westminster” as it pertains to our youth and economics, were the
most prevalent discussions. No firm decisions will be made on changes to the
proposed Town Plan until all of the comments are heard from the public, neigh-
boring Towns, legal counsel, and Windham Regional Commission. Please feel
free to e-mail your comments in if you can’t make the Hearing. My e-mail
address is Manager@westminstervt.org.    

The Highway Department placed a Request for Proposal (RFP) for pave-
ment and Springfield Paving was awarded the bid by the Selectboard. We are
planning to overlay approximately 2.2 miles of roads this year on Kissell Hill
(Coolidge St.) along with Adams Street that connects to Coolidge and the major-
ity of pavement will be done on the Westminster Heights Road to the intersec-
tion of Piggery Road.  
As always, please feel free to call the Town Manager’s Office regarding con-

cerns, issues or comments.   

What’s Up at Town Hall  - Public Hearing on Town Plan

Compass School celebrates its fourth annual Compass Day on October 22.
This special day is an opportunity for the school to share with everyone some of
the elements that make the school special.  
It is a community event in which family members, friends, alumni and

prospective students are invited to visit classes and celebrate the school's unique
approach to education.  Doors open to the public at noon and folks can sit in on
classes, tour the school, talk to students, teachers and parents and ask questions
of the admissions staff.  
"It's a special day," said Brian Whitehouse, Director of Admissions at the

school, "but what folks will see during Compass Day is pretty much what goes
on all the time.  The students are smiling and engaged, they're connecting with
each other and with the adults, they're learning history and science and doing
school in all the ways other schools do. But they're also doing things like cod-
ing and learning how to use power tools and cooking and exploring game theo-
ry. And they’re engaged outside classes in building strong relationships and

working as a community."
"It's true.  What you'll see is real.  That is actually what classes are like at

Compass," added David Stern '17.
There will also be an alumni event in the evening starting at 6 p.m. to honor

the contributions of its former students.  Compass believes that its alumni have
a great deal to offer current students through their experience and their connec-
tions in the world.
"What makes Compass special is the people," said Whitehouse. "The teachers

are approachable, and so is the administration, as is everyone here.  That
includes alumni.  It's a lot more like an extended family than a school in that
way." 
Compass School was established in 1999 and is a fully-accredited independent
school that caters to students in grades 7 through 12. For more information about
Compass and Compass Day, please call 463-2525 or e-mail info@compass-
school.org.

Kurn Hattin Announces New Principal

Kurn Hattin’s new Principal, Noah Noyes.
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The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings at 7
p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the third Tuesday
of every month. Rescue training is the second Tuesday of the month. 
Next association meeting Oct. 16at 7 p.m.                                                                             
The Prudential Committee normally meets twice a month. A warning will be

posted 48 hours prior to each meeting.               
Number of calls in August: 35
Number of calls through September 29th: 30
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 267
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 93
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for

their regular meeting September 1st with Vice President Paul Millman presiding.
There were 24 members present and 5 members excused. Currently there are 41
members of the volunteer fire department. 
Tips for coming into winter: Outside faucets should be shut off and drained

properly to prevent freezing and breaking. Window A/C should be removed and
stored inside a warm building. Leaving the a/c in a window causes a lot of heat loss.
Try to keep leaves cleaned out of rain gutters to avoid snow backup that may cause
damage to the house. Close or install storm windows. I always remove my screens
on the side of the house facing the sun to get maximum solar through the windows.
The screens can filter out an amazing amount of heat if left in. 
And by all means, have your chimneys cleaned and inspected before you start

a wood fire in the stoves and furnaces.
Windshields and visibility: This time of year the sun seems to be at an angle

that can be very hazardous when driving into it, and having a clean windshield,
inside and out, can make a huge difference in the driver’s ability to see what lies
ahead. It is pretty easy to keep the outside clean with windshield washers, but the
inside takes a little more effort but can enhance visibility greatly.    

Woodstove hook-up: refer to the diagram for proper installation and be care-
ful not to pile your wood too close to the stove. The Fire Department is always
available for advice and inspection of woodstove and wood furnace installation.
Furnaces and pellet stoves should be cleaned and wood stoves and chimneys for

those burning wood. Chimneys should be checked periodically throughout the heat-
ing season. 

Portable Heaters: Sometimes using a portable heater to take the chill off in the
early days of cold weather is a good idea rather than starting up the furnace or using
wood in the wood stoves and furnaces. Read all warnings on heater labels and in
the instructions. Keep them a proper distance from flammable materials. Use extra
caution with electric heaters that could overload the circuits. Be careful not to store
items on the top of a gas heater. And never hook up an electric heater with an exten-
sion cord.   

Stacking Wood:When stacking wood close to your heat source always allow
2 to 3 feet of air space between your stove and your wood. A hot stove can ignite a
stack of wood if it is piled too close. 
The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations throughout

the year from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.
Donations received for September: 
From Joyce Miller in memory of Bruce Miller 
From Ruth Grandy
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering

their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole
Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an
application.
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Hawk Watching on Putney Mountain
by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist
In 1987, Marshall Wheelock, my late husband Waldo and I started the

Putney Mountain Hawk Watch. Before that time, hawks were observed
migrating but with only occasional coverage and official records weren’t kept.  
The Putney Mountain Hawk Watch is the most important hawk watch in

Vermont with continuous coverage by volunteers from September 1 through
November 15, reporting to Hawk Migration of North America. Each day one
of us is the record keeper tallying numbers and kinds of hawks, temperature,
cloud cover and wind.
Sometimes there is only one counter but more often, several of us can be

seen lined up counting.  We each carry a chair and a backpack. In the early
fall, our backpacks are light with mostly food and water. As the weather grows
colder, the backpack gets heavier with extra sweaters, hats and gloves.
When visitors hike to the top of the mountain and see us all lined up in

chairs, there are several questions asked.  The first one is: What are you look-
ing for?  That one is easy to explain.  We are counting migrating hawks and
explain why.
The second question is: How do you know they are migrating and you are

not counting the same hawk twice?  The answer we give is that if they are fly-
ing from the north and going south, they’re probably migrating.  What gets a
little tricky is that there are resident Red-tailed Hawks that are cruising for
food and don’t appear to be migrating so we don’t count them until later in the
fall. Turkey vultures are also cruising for food so we don’t count them until
later in the fall.
The next question is:  Where are they going?  Most are flying into the mid

or southern states except the Broad-winged Hawks that head to Central and
South America.
Another question is:  Do they eat along the way?  We sometimes observe

a hawk catching an insect while flying by.  Sometimes we see a low flying
Broad-winged Hawk with a full crop which leads to conversations among us
on how many hawks actually eat during migration
Another question is:  Do you count hawks in the spring or only in the fall?

No, we don’t count hawks in the spring. When they fly north, they are more
spread out and there are fewer hawks returning as the mortality rate is very
high in the immatures.
The biggest question of all is:  How can you identify those specks in the

sky?  There are many clues that help us. The buteos that we see are the Red-
tailed, Red-shouldered and Broad-winged Hawks which glide and soar.  There
are more buteos but we don’t see them in this area and concentrate on these
three. The adult Red-tailed Hawks have rusty tails and are large. The Red-
shouldered Hawks show “windows” in the end of the wings and have reddish
shoulder patches.
The Broad-winged Hawks migrate the earliest and in the greatest numbers

by riding thermals.  A thermal is a column of warm air created by the uneven
heating of the ground.  The air spins as it rises.  They migrate about the mid-
dle of September, sometimes as many as 2000 in one day with an overall num-

ber usually about 4000 for the season.  Many people like them for the num-
bers but they are apt to be specks in the sky.  I like later in the season when
there are more different hawks that are closer.
The accipiters are the Northern Goshawk, Cooper’s Hawk and the Sharp-

shinned Hawk.  They all fly with a flap-flap-flap-glide which is much differ-
ent from the soaring and gliding that the buteos do.  The Goshawk is large and
easiest to identify.  The Sharp-Shinned and Cooper’s are hard to tell apart
because a female “Sharpie” can be as large as a Cooper’s.  Yes, the females
are larger than the males.  What helps is that the “Sharpies” are feisty and go
after any other bird, even an eagle.
Northern Harriers show a prominent white rump which we call a “marsh-

mallow.”  Ospreys fly with a “crick” in their wings. Turkey Vultures are black
with silver showing on the underside of their wings and they fly with a rock.
Since the very beginning, nearly 30 years ago, this group of 15 or 20 have

met on the mountain in the fall, go our separate ways the rest of the year and
pick up on our friendships again the next fall.  How we all look forward to fall
and counting the hawks on Putney Mountain.

News from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

When Mystery Photos are available, E-mail your answer to
westminsternews@gmail.com

The answer and the winners are
announced in the next issue, page 3.

By Patty Dunn, Hospice Program Coordinator
Brattleboro Area Hospice   802-257-0775, ext.102

Last May, Westminster Cares and Brattleboro Area Hospice collaborated to
show the inspiring documentary film, Alive Inside, at the Westminster Cares vol-
unteer party. The film is about the power of music to reach people living with
advanced dementia. It has been described as a “joyous cinematic exploration of
music’s capacity to reawaken our souls and uncover the deepest parts of our
humanity” (https://www.aliveinside.us/). 
Brattleboro Area Hospice Staff were so inspired by the film that they pur-

chased it and have been spreading the film’s message of hope for people living
with dementia. It inspires viewers to use music’s therapeutic power to reach,
awaken, soothe, bring joy and enable meaningful connections to past memories
for people with dementia. 
The film documents the work of Dan Cohen, a social worker, and the program

he founded, Music and Memory. Dan reunited people living with dementia with
the music they love, using headphones and iPods loaded with their personal
music. He discovered what scientists have also found: that music engages the
brain more fully than any other type of stimulus. The entire brain lights up when
exposed to music, especially areas that correspond to pleasure, movement, and
memory.   Dan saw people who appeared listless and disconnected come alive
before his eyes.
This inexpensive, therapeutic approach to care has had such a positive and

transformative effect on people’s wellbeing that there are now hundreds of Music
and Memory programs in long-term care facilities across the country. Use of
music in this way has reduced the need for antipsychotic medications in patients
with dementia.
To learn more about Music and Memory and how you can access the on-line

certification program or incorporate personalized music into the care of people
living with dementia, go to www.musciandmemory.org.

Music Makes the Soul Connection

If you have pictures you think would make a
great mystery photo, send them to 

westminsternews@gmail.com

8th Annual Celebration of Aging
Please join us as we celebrate the lives of residents of our town who are 90

years of age and older at our Annual Meeting and Celebration of Aging on on
Sunday, Nov. 1, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Westminster Fire Station. 
There will be a short business meeting followed by a slide show and celebra-

tion. Refreshments will be served.
If you are 90 or older or know someone who is 90 or older, please give us a

call at 722-3607.  This event is open to community - we would love you to be a
part of the celebration! Please call Donna Dawson in the office for more 
information.

Where is this farm, and 
what is there today?

The Bellows Falls Rotary Club held its 7th Annual Paddle Battle at Herricks
Cove on Sept. 27 with a race of canoes and kayaks.  
The event was a 7.5 mile paddle out and back on the Connecticut River.

Competitive racers were classified by type of boat with trophies and cash prizes
awarded. Proceeds benefited the Rotary Club’s Scholarship Fund and communi-
ty projects. 
Of the 29 members of the club, nine of them reside in Westminster. All mem-

bers take turns inviting speakers and everyone is welcome to attend our meetings
that are at 7:30 a.m. on Thursdays at Kurn Hattin.  
For more information, contact Secretary Alma Beals at almabeals@gmail.com.

Rotary Paddle Battle

The Campbell Fund would like to thank those who answered our call to help
with the Mitten Tree this Holiday Season. 
We are pleased to report that we have already received some and expect more

to come by December. There is still time to finish a pair of mittens or if you can’t
knit or crochet, locate just the right pair to add to our collection. 
Linda Fawcett, our East Parish Librarian, has agreed to be a collection center

for any finished items. We will also have a box at the Westminster Town Hall.    
Please call us for more information: Mike Fawcett 722-4785, Pete Harrison

722-3080 or Barbara Taylor 722-4726, brwoodtaylor@comcast.net. 
Thank you for helping us with this seasonal event. 

Holiday Mitten Tree

The Westminster Historical Society would like to thank the citizens who par-
ticipated in the reenactment of the Westminster Massacre of March 13, 1775 and
made our visit to the past such a success.  
It was wonderful to hear from the visitors to our event that they enjoyed the

time they spent there. We would especially thank Nancy Dalzell for giving her
time and  expertise in making the soups for our Tory Tavern style luncheon.
We also thank Lisai's Chester Market, Russ Allen's Orchards, Kurn Hattin

Homes, Westminster Fire Dept, Westminster Congregational Church, Windham
County Sheriff's Deputies, our Highway Dept, Falls Area Community Television
- fact8tv, David and Jeanne Moody from Fort 4 in Charlestown, NH, students
from Unity, NH Elementary School, and the Determined Education of American
History Association from Falls Village, CT.

Thanks for Reenactment Help

Dear Residents of Westminster:
It is that time again to start thinking about town meeting. Many Westminster

citizens contribute their time, skills, and effort to make this a great community.
The Selectboard would like to recognize one of these outstanding citizens as
“Westminster’s Citizen of the Year” at our next Town Meeting. 
Is there someone you would like to nominate for this award? If you know

someone who has worked to make Westminster a better community, please let us
know.  
Simply send us a letter letting us know who you would like to nominate along

with a brief statement as to why you feel they should be Westminster’s Citizen
of the Year.  
Please send your nomination in a sealed envelope to:
Citizen of the Year Nomination
Westminster Town Hall
P.O. Box 147
Westminster, VT 05158
Nominations must be received by Dec. 4, no later than 4 p.m.  All nominations

will be held in the strictest confidence. The honoree will be announced during
Town Meeting at BFUHS on February 27, 2016. 

Thank you. 

Westminster Selectboard:
Sheldon Beebe, Chair; Paul Banik, Vice Chair; Craig Allen, Clerk; Peter

Barrett; and Toby Young

Nominate Citizen of the Year

The Vermont Council on Rural Development is hosting a climate change  dis-
cussion at the Latchis Theater in Brattleboro on Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 7 to 9 p.m.   
Area businesses and nonprofits are increasingly involved with climate change-
-both its challenges and opportunities. Their creative solutions are becoming a
growing part of our state’s economy. 
What are your experiences? Do you have ideas that can help nurture this sector
in Vermont? Join Brattleboro Development Credit Corporation Executive
Director Adam Grinold and area business leaders for a forum on What’s Next for
Vermont’s Climate Change Economy? 
"In the Windham Region, we have seen and supported a great deal of business

collaboration and innovation around green building, including the Green
Building Cluster projects we have recently gained federal funding support for,”
says BDCC’s Grinold. “We are excited to join with business and community
leaders around Vermont in proactively addressing climate change." 
The regional forum is the next step for public input to the Vermont Climate

Change Economy Council. This group, formed following a statewide Summit in
February, is developing a practical plan to reduce carbon emissions and stimu-
late green economic development in Vermont. 
The panelists include Peter Yost, Vice President of BuildingGreen, Orley

Munzing, Executive Director of Strolling of the Heifers, and Bob Stevens,
President of Stevens & Associates.

Forum to Explore Climate Change in Region
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Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Potluck Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend a
potluck lunch at the First Congregational
Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls Gallery Walk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information.

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.
Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays and Thursdays: at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster from
9-10 a.m.; at the Westminster West Church
from 6-7 p.m.; or at Greater Rock Fitness in
Bellows Falls from 11-12.  Call Westminster
Cares for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids.
All our yarn is from community donation
and we distribute our completed work to all
area schools and Parks Place. More knitters
at all skill levels are wanted and we can
promise you an enjoyable experience. For
details or to donate yarn contact Caroline at
463-4653.

Westminster West Public Library
Trustees
The Westminster West Public Library
Trustees meet on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the library. They wel-
come visits from the public, but it would be
best to check times with Bev Major at 387-
5737 before coming.

Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market
Stop by the Train Station in Bellows Falls
every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m., for our
Farmers Market.  For details visit
www.bffarmersmarket.com or call 463-
2018.

THE GAZETTE  
GRATEFULLY

ACKNOWLEDGES 
THE SUPPORT

OF ITS UNDERWRITERS:
Kurn Hattin Homes

Westminster School District
Town of Westminster 
Westminster Activities

Commission
Sojourns Community Health Clinic

Westminster Cares
Westminster Fire & Rescue

Association
Burtco Inc.

The Dascomb Trust

WESTMINSTER GAZETTE
Editor:  Robert Smith

Board of Directors:
Charmion Handy - Chairwoman

Donna Dawson
Alma Beals

Printed by Turley Publications of
Palmer, MA

Pictures and Articles 
Provided by the Community

westminsternews@gmail.com

Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. from
September to May. The church has a ramp
and lift for wheelchair access as well as a
handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West  

The Congregational Church of
Westminster West worships every Sunday at
10 a.m. The pick-up choir meets most
Sundays at 9 to rehearse for that morning's
anthem; newcomers to choir are always wel-
come! 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the
first Sunday of every month, and on the
Second Sunday the church collects a special
offering that goes to Our Place in Bellows
Falls to help fund their food shelf. 

The church building is fully wheelchair
accessible, and the congregation is Open
and Affirming. Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno is
the pastor, and musicians are Fred Gray and
Mary Westbrook-Geha.

Rev. Webster-Toleno currently holds
office hours on Monday and Thursday after-
noons, and people are welcome to drop by.
However, since "office hours" sometimes
means she's out visiting people in their
homes, it's a good idea to make an appoint-
ment if you really want to catch her. 

She can be reached at the church on
those days at 387-2334, via cell phone at
579-8356 or e-mail susiewt@gmail.com.  

Grace Bible Fellowship Services
The Grace Bible Fellowship holds its

Sunday Worship Service at 9:15 a.m. at 38
Elm Street in Walpole, NH.

Find out more about the church at its
Web site, www.gbf4hisglory.com/.

Walpole Unitarian Church
Services are presented by Rev.

Lisa Mobayed M.Div.
Worship services are at 10am.

Children's Religious Education begins
at 10 a.m. with the adults and moves
to Hastings House at 10:15.
Refreshments and conversation are

held after the service with the children
included. www.walpoleunitarian.org

Meetings

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church.

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library.

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall.

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board - No
Summer Meetings 1st Wednesday of
every month, at the Westminster
Institute at 4:30 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Board October
26 at 4:30 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station.
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The Deadline for
the October Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is 

Wednesday, 
October 28

Publish Date is 
Tuesday, November 3

To Contact the
Westminster Gazette 

E-mail:
westminsternews

@gmail.com

Through a generous opportunity, Vermonters now have a short-time frame
before the new year to capitalize on a fantastic incentive offering that helps them
save money, while supporting Vermont jobs and sustainable forests, while mak-
ing sure they stay warm this winter.
Vermonters can get up to $5,500 to help switch from fossil fuel to local wood

heating.  Cash incentives are available from the Clean Energy Development Fund
and Efficiency Vermont. Renewable Energy Vermont and the Renewable Energy
Resource Center have partnered to help promote the incentives. 
Vermonters who make the switch to wood pellet fuel typically save $1,500

annually when compared to oil and propane fuel heating options.  And for those
who are used to whole-home heating through their traditional boiler, the wood
pellet boiler keeps it simple and complete.  Advanced wood pellet boilers are fully
automatic, so there’s no work for the home or business owner.
For more information, go to www.advancedwoodheat.com.

Get Financial Aid to Heat With Pellets
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September Board Report: Town School Reports Hefty Surplus
No shortage of business for the board as the school year began. From report-

ing by the principal and superintendent, the year began on a positive note over-
all. At the board level, looking more at a big picture level, we have been work-
ing on:
·      Approving policies in line with new state legislation related to Reporting

Suspected Child Abuse or Neglect and Prevention of Harassment, Hazing, and
Bullying of Students. 
·      Hearing a report from Principal Tullar on SBAC testing from last spring.

The scores from this new test from the spring were not officially “counted” but
it was helpful to see scores in Westminster were in line with state averages and
substantially higher for certain grades. The test window for this year is quite a
bit longer, which hopefully will make it less burdensome on all. There are plans
to eliminate a local test in the spring to alleviate some of the test fatigue we want
to avoid. 
·      Establishing a study committee to meet with other districts to talk about

consolidation as directed by Act 46—the law regarding school district consoli-
dation. 
·      Receiving a positive financial report that as of June 30 end of previous

fiscal year, we ended with a surplus of approximately $470,000. The largest
areas of savings came in regular and special education expenses for grades 7/8
as well as for K-6. This surplus is after the board voted to transfer $65,000 to
pay off the food service deficit that has accumulated over the past two years. 
·      The board approved the list of candidates who have stepped forward for

the new Community Education
Support Committee. The board
wants to make clear this committee
is open to all in the community and
we invite and welcome people from
throughout the town to join this
advisory group.
·      Working on the draft strate-

gic plan for the district brought to us
from VSBA consultant Harry Frank.
This evolved from our community
meetings over the summer. We hope
to identify major goals that can help
us find common focus as a commu-
nity for the coming years. After
lengthy discussion, the priorities
seemed to fall into three categories:
community involvement, providing

a balanced program for all students, and consideration of approaches for effec-
tive teaching and learning. The strategic plan that results will begin to flesh out
specifics about objectives and action steps related to these broad areas of 
interest. 

Schedule an appointment now while they are still available.

National Society of New England Women President General Visits Kurn Hattin

On September 21st, Kurn Hattin Homes for Children extended a warm welcome to the National Society of New England Women (NSNEW), who held their
Multi-Colony Meeting at the Mayo Memorial Center. Women representing the Green Mountains (VT), New Haven (CT), and Mt. Washington (NH) Colonies par-
ticipated; including members Kurn Hattin Music Director, Lisa Bianconi, and retired Senior Development Officer Elaine Bowen. The NSNEW is a lineage-based
charitable organization that brings together women who have at least one ancestor that hailed from New England. The group has had a long, meaningful relation-
ship with Kurn Hattin, providing contributions, toys, school supplies, and other forms of support for seventy years. The President General, Jane Routt Power, trav-
eled all the way from Texas for the event. She was given a Texas-themed table centerpiece made by the children, in honor of her visit. Later, she presented a check
to Kurn Hattin Homes to benefit the music program. The women also enjoyed a concert by the Kurn Hattin Select Choir, and concluded their day with a tour of the
campus. 
Above,  President General Jane Routt Power (4th from the left) with the NSNEW members.
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family,

Business Representation
Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.254.2345

eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

October Business of the Month:
Serene Touch

Zero Balancing : The Art and Science of Integrating Body Energy and
Structure Through Touch
I am Diane Bazin.  I have lived in the village of Westminster with my hus-

band Luke for 38 yrs. I am a certified Zero Balancer and Reiki Master. I practice
both body modalities out of my home in Westminster. 
Zero Balancing ( ZB ) is a hands-on bodywork system designed to align your

energy body with your physical structure. Simple yet powerful, it focuses on
your whole person, even when addressing specific needs. Considered the leading
edge of body/mind therapies, ZB moves beyond Western scientific approaches to
body structure by incorporating Eastern concepts of energy and healing.
ZB helps balance body energy and structure with the benefits of :
* Feeling of well-being
* Relieving symptoms of stress
* Reducing physical & emotional pain
* Relieving musculoskeletal tension
* Enhancing wellness & self-actualization
What is holding you back from experiencing an amazing body modality?  It

is life changing. Get in touch with me at 413-530-5696 for more information and
scheduling an appointment.  My hours are Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Special evening and Saturday appointments.
10 Reasons to Try Zero Balancing
1)  It helps – ZB feels good and promotes pain relief, greater health & well-

being.
2)  It’s convenient – ZB is done with clothing on, no undressing is required.
3)  It’s safe – ZB is done with a particular style of respectful touch and clear

boundaries, engendering feelings of trust and safety.
4)  It’s empowering – with ZB, changes come from within the person, and are

not imposed by the practitioner.
5)  It’s a stress reliever and more – not only does ZB support release of stress

during a session, it also helps stress move through the body easier afterwards.
6)  It’s supportive – each session is customized to support the goals of the

client; you create your own frame for the session. We often ask, “How would you
like to feel when you get up off the table?”
7)  It can be life changing – ZB can help to clear the body of confusion and

negative body-held memory, without having to re-live the experiences.
8)  It’s energizing – releasing held tension frees up more energy – people

often say they feel both more relaxed and more energized after a session.
9)  It’s grounding – after a ZB session it’s common for people to feel more

grounded, stable, centered and “in their body”.
10)  You are in good hands – providers of Zero Balancing are health-care

practitioners who have completed a two-year certification program.
These experiences are based on receiving regular ZB sessions.
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Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Streeter L.L.C.
Licensed Electrician

PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158
(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Support Your Community
Newspaper

Put Your Business Card
Size Ad Here

$150 for a Year
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