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By SuSan Harlow

An exhibit of
Westminster resident
Lori Larue’s photogra-
phy  opened Oct. 1 at
Harlow Farmstand on
Route 5 in
Westminster. The
exhibit celebrates the
20th anniversary of
Harlow Farmstand,
which first opened in
May 1991.

Since Lori Larue got
her first camera at age
11 from her Aunt
Shirley Harlow, she
has been inspired by
the people and places
around her - family and
Harlow Farm, where
she has lived since
1997.

Born in Westminster
in 1964, Lori has been
an ambulance dis-
patcher, a waitress and
now a systems engineer at PC Connection, where she has work
since graduating from Keene State College in 1988.

She is a painter as well as a photographer. “I’m inspired by the
same things in both media – trying to convey the beauty in the
things that I see;  it may be the color, the pattern and design, or
capturing a special moment between people that catches my
eye. The bonus in painting comes with the feel of pushing the
paint around and all the lush colors. There's nothing like it.

“I like taking natural photos of people, and of places that mean
something to me. It’s about catching that moment in time – and
then it’s gone.”

Lori's exhibit is a celebration of Harlow Farmstand’s 20 years
and a heartfelt thanks to all of its loyal customers and friends
over the years. It will be on display until Nov. 1. 

Larue Art Show at Harlow’s Stand

By SuSan Harlow

Westminster Cares would not be here if not for Karen Walter.
Karen, along with Barbara Greenwood, founded the organiza-
tion in 1988. For more than a decade, when you called
Westminster Cares, it was Karen who answered the telephone
in her home.

After moving to Westminster in 1984, Karen had seen that
many of the rural elderly and people with disabilities in town
needed rides to medical appointments and other places. To fill
that need and many others, she and about ten other
Westminster residents formed a nonprofit with a board of direc-
tors and Karen as president. When Ronnie Friedman was hired
as executive director in 2001, the organization finally got its own
office - and telephone - in the Westminster Motel.

“Karen IS Westminster Cares,” Ronnie said. “She did an
amazing thing to start this organization.” Karen had a great inter-
est in all the services that Westminster Cares and its volunteers
came to offer – transportation, Meals on Wheels, a community
nurse, respite care, exercise classes, medical equipment loans,
and courses in nutrition and cooking. But she was most pas-
sionate about housing. Early on, she saw the need for commu-
nity housing so that elderly low- and middle-income people no
longer able to live alone could stay in Westminster instead of
leaving for towns with assisted living.

Karen looked at many potential housing sites, including the
Westminster Post Office land, which Westminster Cares pur-
chased. In the early 2000s, she began to collaborate with the
United Church of Christ’s Kay Hults, who was also working on
that idea. They and others formed the Rockingham/Westminster
Housing Project Committee. That committee worked long and
hard, but volunteers fell by the wayside before it could realize its
dream.

“Karen is a very community minded person,” said Joyce
Lemire of the Council on Aging, on which Karen has been active
for many years. “She's generous with her time, volunteering
whenever asked. She's also a genuinely nice person who

always assumes the best in people and she gives you the incen-
tive to be the best. I've admired her selflessness and willingness
to work hard to get something done. She is a very special per-
son.”

Karen was born in Kansas City, Missouri, grew up in Denver,
Colorado and later moved to Long Island, New York, with her
first husband. She taught physical education, creative move-
ment and remedial reading and coached girls' soccer and bowl-
ing at Roslyn Public Schools until 1984. Her first husband had
died, and in 1978, she married Frank Walter. After they moved
to Westminster, Karen worked at Kurn Hattin Homes and she
and Frank and built a house on Daigel Road. Five years ago,
they moved to Westminster Terrace; Frank died in 2010. Now
Karen is moving back to Denver where many of her family live.

“We know that Karen will be as vital and energetic a part of her
new community as she was for so many years in Westminster,”
said Connie Sanderson, president of Westminster Cares. “We
don’t have words enough to thank Karen for her years of dedi-
cation, of energy and stubborn resilience, of selfless kindness,
for her breadth of vision and the breath of hope and life she
brought to our community.”

Westminster Thanks Karen Walter
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aDVErTISE In THE 
GaZETTE

$25 monthly business card ad
on this page...

Increased per card size.
$125 for 6 months

$250 for 12 months

$150 for 12 months (page 8)
Business of the Month

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front
on-line at:

http://westminster.govoffice.com
Need Adobe Reader to open 

& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, InC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

Call 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

September  Mystery Picture

Wi-Fi available upon request

(Building, remodeling & repairs)

Community Nurse
Trudy Byington, R.N.

P.O. Box 312 802-722-3607
Westminster, VT 05158  wecares@sover.net

There were no correct answers for last month's photo, above,
which may be a first. The picture is of the 1973 flooding that hit
Westminster from excessive rains, and the two men are attempting
to fix Newcomb Road. We’re not sure who the men were, but the
one standing above the sinkhole seems to be from the National
Guard due to the style of clothing and the jeep next to him.

For More Information:  Web:  www.crtransit.org
      Phone: 1-802-460-RIDERIDE (7433)
      Toll Free:  1-888-869-6287
      Fax:  1-802-460-1004

Visit us at our new location:  706 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, Vermont  05101

Let The CurrentThe Current take you there!
We have a new look, but we’re the same safe, reliable service you’ve come to depend on. 

When you call The CurrentThe Current, you’ll get the same helpful, 
professional sta�  answering the phone.

 When you board The CurrentThe Current buses, the same professional drivers will take you where 
you need to go. 

Why change the look?
In a rural region, many residents don’t know public transit exists! 

The goal of The Current’sThe Current’s look is to make it di�  cult NOT to notice us. 
The more people notice public transit, the more they are likely to 

get out of their cars and onto a bus! 
When you leave your car behind and ride The CurrentThe Current, you decrease your energy

 consumption, improve environmental quality, and save commuting costs. 
If you are unable to drive or don’t have transportation, you can bene� t by riding on our 

Dial-a-Ride and volunteer network.    
We Provide the Ride... so please tell us how we can improve to make that happen for you.
 Thank you for riding Connecticut River Transit last year and The CurrentThe Current this year.

We Provide the Ride!

Bellows Falls – Brattleboro Commuter Schedule
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Bellows Falls to Brattleboro Brattleboro to Bellows Falls
M
O
RN

IN
G 5:45 6:00 6:02  — 6:07 6:09 6:12 6:25 6:27 6:37 W 6:44 7:00

M
O
RN

IN
G 7:00 7:02 7:12 7:17 7:26 7:28 7:40 7:44 7:47 7:50 8:00 —

— 8:00 8:02 — 8:07 8:09 8:12 8:25 8:27 8:37 W 8:44 9:00 9:00 9:02 9:12 9:17 9:26 9:28 9:40 9:44 9:47 9:50 10:00 10:15

AF
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RN
O
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N

1:55 2:10 2:12 2:15 2:17 2:19 2:22 2:35 2:37 2:47 2:51 2:54 3:10

AF
TE

RN
O
O
N

3:10 — 3:22 3:27 3:36 3:38 3:50 3:54 3:57 W 4:10 —

— 4:10 4:12 4:15  4:17 4:19 4:22 4:35 4:37 4:47 4:51 4:54 5:10 5:10 5:12 5:22 5:27 5:36 5:38 5:50 5:54 5:57 W 6:05 6:20

W = Wave-down stops (See page 4-5)   — = Bus does not stop at  this time  † = E� ective March 30, 2009

  
 

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
westminster, VT 05158
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News from Westminster Cares
The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met Sept. 7 at the

Westminster Fire House. Westminster Cares creates opportunities
for seniors and disabled adults to live with independence and dignity
in the community.  Your support to this care-giving organization is a
way for all of us to take care of our friends. 

Services provided:  Meals on Wheels -13 people are now on
meals.   Over the summer 4 new volunteers have begun delivering
meals on wheels. Transportation – During the months of June, July
and August, 8 different volunteers provided 62 rides for 12 different
people for a total of 979 miles.

Nursing program:  During the summer, our nurse visited 9 different
homes in Westminster for 15 hours plus 3 blood pressure clinics at
senior meals on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Westminster
Congregational Church.  Equipment loan – several pieces of medical
equipment loaned and many pieces donated to us. 

Meetings attended in August:  bookkeeper, Gazette, Development
Director.

Programs in summer:   Secrets of Healthy Aging session, Yoga
classes, 12 Strength Training classes held, Artist in Each of Us class-
es, all continued with great attendance over the summer months. 

Upcoming Events: Our annual meeting and celebration of our trea-
sured 90 year olds will be held at the Westminster Fire House
Sunday, Nov. 6 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares, vol-
unteering to deliver meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doctor
appointments, working on a committee, making a contribution or
attending a workshop may contact Ronnie Friedman at 722-3607 or
by email at wecares@sover.net.

We wish to sincerely thank those who have given Westminster
Cares equipment over the years, but currently we are temporarily out
of storage space and can no longer accept any more items. If you
have something you no longer need, let us know what you have so
we can loan it out upon request. 

Equipment available: Wheelchair, walkers, hospital bed, com-
modes, shower chairs, etc. 

Memorial Donations for August 2011: 
In memory of Anthony Spaulding from Donald and Janet Broad. In

memory of Chris Woodward from Connie and Lee Sanderson
Memorial donations for September 2011

In memory of Bridget Reynolds from Alma Beals. In memory of
Bridget Reynolds from Peg Schultz. In memory of Bridget Reynolds
from Betty & Hugh Haggerty. In memory of Bridget Reynolds from
Geraldine Harty. In memory of Bridget Reynolds from Alina Alvarado.
In memory of Bridget Reynolds from Joyce Miller. In memory of
Bridget Reynolds from Cecile Goff. In memory of Bridget Reynolds
from Myra Ashcroft

Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year at
Westminster Cares, PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158.

On behalf of the Bellows Falls Middle School Band, we would like
to thank Mr. G's Liquidation Centers and Dunkin Donuts for their
generous donations to our recent car wash and bake sale.  

We would also like to thank all of the people who came by and let
us wash their cars or who bought baked goods.  We are planning
a band trip to New York City in the spring.  

Our plans include a performance in front of the Statue of Liberty,
a Broadway play, and visits to museums and other attractions.
This is an opportunity of a lifetime, and we thank you for helping us
reach our fund-raising goals.

Bellows Falls Middle School Band

Thanks from the BFMS Band

The Westminster Town Planning Survey 2011 was included in the
September Gazette and these brief instructions were previously
omitted by mistake:

1)  You do not have to respond to every question, just what you
choose.  

2)  Please include your name and street address for validation of
the survey.  

3)  It is not necessary for you to submit a birth date and number
code.  This part of the survey was included because the original
2011 survey is online on the Internet. The Planning Commission
uses the number code as a method to be sure we do not receive
bogus surveys submitted electronically.

4)  Most of the questions allow you to indicate how important you
feel that an issue or problem is, or how urgently a problem needs
attention.

5)  Folding up the survey and placing it in a mailing envelope
should require only regular first class postage.  Please address the
envelope to:  Town Hall - Survey, PO Box 147, Westminster, VT
05158.  

6)  You could just drop it off at the Town Hall if that is convenient
and save the postage cost.  

7)  Members of the Planning Commission and Town Hall staff will
enter your responses in the computer program so that all respons-
es are accurately counted.  The end result will provide us with the
percentage for each type of response and will show us which
issues are deemed by town residents to be of the greatest impor-
tance or call for urgent attention. Through planning and regulation
of development we hope to avoid many problems for our future res-
idents.
ERROR!  The paper survey includes an item under Question 16

that the Planning Commission voted to remove. That item is:
“Influx of newcomers.”  Responses to this phrase will not be count-
ed.  This item has been removed from the online survey.

Thank you for participating in the town planning survey.

Took the Survey? What now?

Tropical Storm Irene stormed through the state, and Westminster,
during the daytime hours of August 28, bringing with it waves of
destruction.  Now, just a month later new waves are washing
through the state; rebuilding what was lost with waves of progress
and outpourings of support. 

Roads, rivers and streams- once raging torrents, are being rebuilt
with a ferocity that matches that of Irene.  Currently restoration
work in Westminster continues on nearly a dozen roads damaged
from Tropical Storm Irene.  Here are just a few highlights.  On the
Saxtons River in North Westminster river restoration work contin-
ues.  Large trees, stumps, hay bales, and other debris is currently
being removed from the river basin, and gravel that once choked
the river and put town infrastructure at risk is being used to rebuild
roads.  Covered Bridge Road and its bridge, both severely dam-
aged, are progressing forward.  Site work for the bridge has begun,
and engineers- guided by the state, are preparing plans for rebuild-
ing the bridge and road.  Across town a number of culverts, dam-
aged by the storm are being replaced.  Recent guidance from that
state requires that a number of these culvert replacements be more
substantial structures – requiring further contracting. 

While we as a community have a long way to go, a great deal of
progress has been made.  Let us not forget, as the waves of fall col-
ors bring about a new season, all those that continue to struggle
and the work that still lies ahead- for individuals, for businesses and
farms, as a town, and most notably as a community. 

Matthew Daskal,
Town Manager

A Note from Matthew Daskal
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after the Storm
by Babs lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

We often ask one another "Where were you when....?" There's a few days
that I will always remember, such as when our president, John F. Kennedy,
was assassinated and my teacher was sobbing as she made the announce-
ment, when I sat in my father's lap as we watched the grainy images of the
first man walking on the moon, the space shuttle Challenger that suddenly
blew apart moments after its launch, and the Twin Towers that reluctantly fell
like two wounded giants with massive gaping holes. 

Now I can add one more event to my memories - that of the devastating
and destructive damage of tropical storm Irene to our beautiful state of
Vermont.

For those of us who did not watch our homes ravaged by swollen streams
or crushed by wind-beaten trees, we may be dealing with a barrage of mos-
quitoes from left-over waters or branches and limbs that were torn from our
favorite trees or shrubs. These are small problems by comparison, but we
love our lawns and gardens, and so the quicker you can take care of the
damages, the better it will be for your plants.

Don't despair if there is a lot to do. Treat the outside damage to your prop-
erty much the same as any emergency triage - take an overall assessment
of everything that needs to be fixed, replaced or removed and decide in what
order everything should be treated. Large limbs, uprooted trees and broken
branches may be the first place to start. 

In most cases, if a chainsaw is required for removal, please have a pro-
fessional tree removal service take care of it for you. If the tree or limbs are
large enough, and you have a fireplace or wood-burning stove, you might
have an unexpected supply of firewood, plus if you are diligent and quickly
scoop or rake up the sawdust from the cuttings, you can have mulch for
young plant replacements or you can throw the waste into your compost pile.

Whenever you are cutting branches or limbs yourself, take a few extra
steps to cut anything over a couple of inches thick, especially if the branch
is long or heavy. Several inches from the trunk of the tree, cut into the
unwanted branch from the underside about halfway through. Then, a few

inches further from the trunk and undercut, cut the branch beginning from the
top and all the way through until the remainder falls to the ground. Now go
back to where the branch meets the trunk of the tree and locate the healing
collar or bulge. Taking care not to damage or cut into this bulge, finish cut-
ting off the branch, making sure that your cuts are clean and don't leave any
ragged edges behind. 

The tree will mend itself from the healing collar, and in most cases, it
should not be necessary to apply tree paint as the collar will slowly nurse and
grow over the cut. Small limbs and tiny branches can be easily added to your
compost while larger cuts can go into a brush pile or used as fill in backyard
holes.

If your gardens have suffered from severe flooding, refrain from doing
more damage by removing dead and dying plants until the ground has dried.
Walking on muddy lawns or gardens will only create more divots and uneven
ground area, and you also want to avoid any walking or driving over places
where leachfields or underground utilities may be buried. If your gardens
have been completed washed or blown away - don't despair! 

Look at it as an opportunity to create something new or different. Fences
can be replaced or covered with new paint. Veggie gardens with substantial
holes can be filled, and your favorite trellis of climbing roses can be started
all over again with a different color or a different climber. "What was old is
new again!"

Our thoughts and prayers go to those families who have lost so much more
than ourselves - may we all heal, as our gardens do, with Love and Time.

Would you like more information concerning damaged plants? The Master
Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all your needs. Call their
Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-2230, send questions by email to master.gar-
dener@uvm.edu or visit their Web site at www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for
extensive information.

Irene’s rains devastated Vermont roads, homes, and businesses.
To support our broader community, elementary school children are
involved in a few projects.

With the help of Diana Collins, Second Graders prepared 200
bagged lunches for local families in need. Our Fourth Graders are
working an ongoing project. They heard from Our Place Drop in
Center in Bellows Falls that there are many needing help after
Tropical Storm Irene.

We will be collecting non-perishable food, diapers and personal
care items for Our Place. Collection boxes are located outside each
classroom. These will be picked up on the last Friday of each
month by fourth graders and delivered the following week.

Westminster School Service Projects

The Westminster Gazette's Board of Directors extends a sincere
thank you to Peggy Porter for her seven years of service as editor
of this paper. We counted on your organizational skills, good judge-
ment, positive outreach and complete dependability.  Thank you for
all you have done for the Gazette, Peggy.  

We are pleased to welcome Westminster resident Robert Smith
to the position of editor. He brings years of experience in journalism
and his interest and ability will keep our town's paper on a strong
track.  Welcome to the Gazette, Robert.

As always, we thank our underwriters and advertisers for their
financial support, keeping The Gazette afloat.  And thank you, our
readers, for your input of ideas and article submissions. Your sup-
port and participation are vital to the success of this paper.

Thank You, Peggy Porter - Good Job!
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wESTMInSTEr MYSTErY PHoTo

Send Your news To: 
westminsternews@gmail.com

or check us out on the Town’s web site

You may email your answer to the westminsternews@gmail.com or 
wminster@comcast.net   Phone: Babs lynde at 802-722-9516

The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.
September answer: on Page (2) 
September winners:  David wright and Cheryl rounds

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop by the town
office and see Babs Lynde. 

we are in search of pictures.

what is this item onto of the flatbed and where is it now?
Extra points:  who are the people in the picture?

THE NOD

By Richard Davis

It was two or three years ago when I first noticed that look, that
nod of acknowledgment. It seemed odd at first. “What was that
about?” I thought. Then one day it hit me and I knew I had grad-
uated to the old man’s club.

I found out I had become a member of the club because of my
years of inline skating (rollerblading). I have been skating for
about 15 years and that means I started the sport when I was in
my late forties. My body was showing signs of wear at that point,
but when I skated I still could move fast and at least make a pre-
tense of being a good skater.

I used to rely on skating on my home road in Guilford but the
thrill has diminished with the increase in traffic and the extra
effort required to go up and down the few hills on the road. I
should have known when my home course was becoming more
of a chore that things were changing, that I was becoming
noticeably older.

At first I chalked up the extra effort requirement to old wheels
and bearings and then to the state of the road surface. It took an
understanding of the nod to wake me up to reality.

Over the past few years I have noticed that a few young peo-
ple in their 20’s would smile at me or even yell, “Way to go.”
That was my first indication of publicly noticeable aging. Their
comment really meant, “Not bad for an old guy.” Talk about
painful.

How could they think I was old? I still feel like a young kid in
spirit, but I know my body is years down the road. Do I have to
accept this difficult fact of life? It seems that I have no choice.
This is where the nod comes in.

It usually happens once or twice during a skating outing these
days and I have finally resigned myself to reality. I will pass a
man who is at least 50 years old, and often older, who is either
on a bicycle or is also skating and he will give me a nod and his
facial expression will tell me that he is recognizing me as a
member of the same club that he belongs to.

It is the old man’s club for guys who refuse to grow up and
continue to push the limits of their bodies. It is the club for guys
who have learned how to ignore the pain of a degenerate back
and less than fluid-moving knees so they can cash in on the
endorphin rush and stall the inevitable decay.

I have come to be a proud member of the club because I know
that old men moving is a lot better than old men sitting. I look
forward to the next knowing nod on the trail.

“Old age ain’t no place for sissies,”  Bette Davis said. Well,
sissies or not, we’re all headed for that place. And the better we
know the geography, the easier it will be to navigate.

“Aged in Vermont” is a monthly article on aging issues, orga-
nized by Westminster Cares. We’re asking local professionals
and residents with an interest in these issues to write them.

The articles are not just reading material for the “aged.”
Young, old and middle-aged readers   – anyone with an elderly
parent, relative or friend, or who just wants to learn about these
important issues that affect us all  – is invited to take a look.
Remember: “It’s not how old you are; it’s how you are old.”
We address such topics as losing a pet, sleeping problems,

supplements, advanced directives and creativity. We explore
questions such as should I move to town? and decision making:
whose life is this anyway?
Ideas for future columns? Would you like to write one? We’d

like to hear from you. E-mail Ronnie Friedman at
wecares@sover.net.

News from Westminster Volunteer
Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meet-
ings at 7 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday of every month and a combined drill
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the 2nd Tuesday
of the month. Next association meeting Oct. 4th at 7. 

The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third
Monday after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m.

October meetings: 10th & 24th      
Number of calls in August: 63 
Number of man hours spent: 84,007
Number of calls through Sept. 26: 26
Number of man hours spent: 7,130
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 309 
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 121
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association

met for their regular meeting September 6th with 24 members present
and 7 members excused. Currently there are 43 members of the volun-
teer fire department. Two new members were accepted under the stan-
dard 6 month probation guidlines. Matt Daskal, our new town manager
and Matt Cook, a former member who has moved back into Westminster
are the new members.

Dishes: Thanks again to all those who provided food during the flood
in August. Some dishes still remain at the Fire House to be picked up.
Call any member to arrange a time. We will deliver them, we just don’t
know who they belong to. 

Events: The Westminster Fire Department will be hosting the 2nd
annual Halloween Party and Haunted House Graveyard on Saturday
October 29th at the Fire Station from 6 to 9 p.m. Volunteers needed.
Contact Babs Lynde or Shannon Fuller. Also, anyone interested in help-
ing out at the Fire House on Friday, Oct. 14 for the Fire Prevention Day
events, contact Chief Streeter or any of the fire department personnel.
There are several hands on things going on for the kids from the
Westminster school system and Kurn Hattin. It’s a fun and educational
day and adult help is welcome.  

The Fire Department is always available for advice and inspection of
woodstove and wood furnace installation. Furnaces and pellet stoves
should be cleaned and wood stoves and chimneys for those burning
wood. Chimneys should be checked periodically throughout the heating
season. 

Stacking Wood: When stacking wood close to your heat source always
allow 2 to 3 feet of air space between your stove and you wood. A hot
stove can ignite a stack of wood if piles too close. 

Halloween: Although Halloween is not until the end of the month, care
should be taken in going out after dark. Costumes and clothing should
be easily visible at night and a good flashlight with new batteries should
be carried or some kind of a  glow stick. Walking outside in the dark:
Reflective vests work very well when walking at night. Always walk fac-
ing traffic.   

The Association welcomes donations throughout the year from anyone
wishing to remember a loved one or a friend. We are always looking for new
members: Anyone interested please contact Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178
or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an application. 
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Dr. Aimee Knauff, a naturopath at Sojourns Community Health
Clinc,is  presenting "Healthy Moms and Kids", a
7-week lecture series on Tuesdays from 10 to
11 a.m. at the Butterfield Library. 

She loves working with moms, encouraging
them to be well and pursue wellness for their
family.  

Oct. 11: Packing Healthy School Lunches
Oct. 18: Natural Solutions for Common

Childhood Illnesses
Oct. 25: Eating for health 
Nov. 1: Informed choice about Vaccinations
Nov. 8: Managing fertility without hormones
Nov. 15: Intro. to Solid Foods for Infants
Nov. 22: Holistic Ways to Manage

ADD/ADHD 
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

Scottish Country Dance
Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend at
the First Congregational Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls GalleryWalk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at

722-3607 for more information

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays & Thursdays at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster
from 9 to 10 a.m. or at the Westminster West
Church from 6 to 7 p.m. Call Westminster
Cares  for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids. All our yarn is
from community donation and we distribute
our completed work to all area schools and
Parks Place. More knitters at all skill levels
are wanted and we can promise you an
enjoyable experience. For details or to
donate yarn contact Caroline at 463-4653.

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster United Church of Christ
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  Sunday School is held at 10 a.m.
from September to May. The church has a
ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as
a handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Congregational Church of
Westminster West (UCC Church) 
Sunday Worship is at 10 a.m. Holy
Communion service is held on the first
Sunday of every month. Prayer service is
held on Thursdays, 12:30 to 12:50 p.m.
Child care and Sunday School are available
during worship hour. Choir meets most
Sundays at 9 a.m. Fully wheelchair accessi-
ble. Open and affirming. Susie Webster-
Toleno, minister.
New Church Office Hours: Webster-Toleno
will be at the church Monday from 1to 4 p.m.
and Thursday and Friday mornings until
12:30.  Feel free to drop by, but it’s a good
idea to call if you really want to catch her, as
she sometimes steps out to visit people in
their homes or the hospital.  She can be
reached at the Church during her office hours
at 387-2334, or a message may be left for her
at home 254-4142 or by e-mail at
ccww@sover.net.

Meetings

The Deadline for
The november 2011, 

Issue of the 
westminster Gazette is

wednesday, october 26th
by 5 p.m.

Publish Date Tuesday 
november 1st

* Please note the 
deadline date has been

changed to the last
wednesday of the month

Volunteers needed
to deliver the

Westminster Gazette
to local designated
drop off locations.
Must have your

own transportation.
&

Qualifies for
Community Service Hours

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. in
the Town Hall.

westminster activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

windmill Hill Pinnacle association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church

westminster west Public library
Board 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library

Development review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The westminster Fire & rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

westminster Gazette Meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 20 at 7:30 a.m.

westminster recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station
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On Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7:30
p.m. at the Fire House on Grout
Avenue, Charles Marchant will be
showing slides made from glass
plate negatives taken in the early
1900s by Harry Chapman of
Windham. The photos include
many from Westminster and give
a glimpse 0f our grandparents
time. 

On Sept. 19, 27 people attend-
ed the annual meeting of the
Westminster Historical Society.
Barbara Greenough and Ruthy
Grandy agreed to become mem-
bers of the board of trustees.
Chris Burgman gave a talk  on
early arrow heads and demon-
strated how to make them.

The winners of the raffle were:
$50 certificate from Lisai's
Chester Market--Larry Thierien;
Gift basket from Harlow's Stand--
Reggie Cote; Hand painted 1860
vase from Richard Michelman--
Connie Harlow; copy of
"Revolutionary Westminster"--
Eric Anderson;  $25 certificate
from Allen Brothers--Reggie
Cote.

Photos of Early
Westminster

Please join Westminster
Cares at our Annual Meeting
and fourth annual Celebration
of Westminster residents born
in 1920 or before. The
Celebration will be at the Fire
Station on Grout Avenue on
Sunday, Nov. 6 from 2 to 
4 p.m. 

There will be a short busi-
ness meeting followed by a
celebration of those in our
town who are 90 years of age
and older. Refreshments will
be served. 

Let us know by Nov. 1 if you
plan to attend. Call Pete
Harrison at 722-3080 or
Westminster Cares at 722-
3607.

A Celebration
of Aging

Healthy Moms & Kids Program
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Spaulding & Madden Tax Services
5111 uS route 5

westminster Station, VT  05159

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

DID YOU FILE AN EXTENSION AND NEED TO DO YOUR
2010 TAX RETURN?

DO YOU NEED TO FILE RETURNS FOR PRIOR YEARS?

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS:
PURCHASED REAL ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY, GONE

THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN MONEY OUT OF PENSION
OR IRA PLANS?

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR STATE
DEPARTMENT OF TAXES?

NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US.
We are open year round to meet all of your tax 

preparation and tax planning needs and we 
look forward to helping you.

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule 
your appointment.

On Sept. 21, Kurn Hattin held its 116th Annual Meeting of the
Corporation. Executive Director, Christopher Barry was given a
special tribute as this will be his last Annual Meeting of the Board
of Directors. Among the various accolades he received: children
sang songs special to Chris, his sister and Kurn Hattin teacher,
Mary Kay Pfadenhauer and one of his first students, Jerry
Bardwell ’73 gave heartfelt addresses, the Board presented a
very special gift–a trip to Ireland and dinner following the meet-
ing was the executive director’s favorite-corned beef and cab-
bage and Boston cream pie. It was a very special evening for a
very special man.

During the business meeting, an election was held to fill vacan-
cies for three Incorporators. Gordon Bristol is the principal in
Gordon Bristol Consulting specializing in construction manage-

ment. He owns and manages the local Veterans Affairs
Community Based Outpatient Clinic located at Exit One
Industrial Park in Brattleboro. He lives in Windham County and
will serve term of three years.

Stephen Durand has been in the automobile business for 32
years and got his start in his family's Chevrolet Business.
Stephen and Durand Toyota Ford have been Kurn Hattin benefit
event supporters of both the Kurn Hattin Golf Classic and the
upcoming A Taste of Hope wine tasting event. Stephen resides in
Walpole, NH and will serve a term of three years.

Jane Kirkpatrick grew up on a small dairy farm on Back
Westminster Road in Westminster. She has been a pharmacist
for nearly three decades. She is employed at Pete's Pharmacy
in Springfield. She lives in Gageville and will serve a term of
one year.

Fifteen Incorporators were re-elected for terms of three years;
William Abbott, Gary Carrier, Frances Cheslock, John A.
Korpela, Rick Manson, David J. Maysilles, Walter Menzel,
Corey Mitchell, George Nostrand, Michael Obuchowski, Elaine
Sinclair, Roberta Violette, Ronald M. Williams and Janet
Wilson.

Re-elected as trustees to terms of three year were Elizabeth
Maiola, Rick Manson, Walter Menzel, Michael Obuchowski and
Trudy Walker. Patrick Crotty will fill a one-year trustee vacancy.
A special recognition was given to trustees George Nostrand
and Merton Snow who are going off the board.

The Board re-elected the following officers for a term of one
year: secretary, Elizabeth Maiola, of Newport, NH, assistant
secretary, George W. Nostrand of Bellows Falls, and treasurer,
Janet Wilson of Walpole, NH.

Elected as officers and members of the Executive Committee
for a term of one year: President, David J. Maysilles ’43 of
Walpole, NH, Vice President, Ronald Williams of Madison, CT,
Vice President, Charles P. Kelsey of Deerfield, NH, Member at
Large, Gary Carrier of Brattleboro and Elizabeth Maiola of
Newport, NH.

Election of Officers at Kurn Hattin & Tribute to Chris Barry

From left, Kurn Hattin Homes’ Gary Carrier, trustee,
Executive Committee, Jane Kirkpatrick, incorporator,
Christopher Barry, Executive Director and Charles P. Kelsey,
trustee, Executive Committee.

Since 2008, a group of dedicated knitters has been meeting to
make mittens, hats and sweaters for our local school children.
Knitting Together meets every Wednesday from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. While our meeting
place has changed from the Rockingham library, to the Saxtons
River Inn, and now our new location in Bellows Falls, our goal
remains the same - a commitment to help out our local community
through our shared interest in knitting.

Each fall we contact the school nurses (Bellows Falls Central,
Middle & High Schools, Saxtons River Elementary, Westminster
Elementary, Grafton Elementary, Kurn Hattin and Bellows Falls
Pre-School) for lists of much needed mittens, hats and sweaters.
We provide them with their requests and any remaining knitted
items are donated to Park Place and Springfield Family Center.

We usually knit year round and have been very fortunate in hav-
ing all our yarn supplied by community donations. Our group
always welcomes yarn donations and this year especially, is hop-
ing for new members to continue this good work.

Our number of volunteer knitters has been declining over the last
two years and we have moved to the Village Square Booksellers

hoping that a more centrally convenient location would bring back
a few former knitters as well as interest some new ones. All you
need to do is bring your needles, we provide the yarn! We don’t
have quotas, knit as much or as little as you want, and knit what
you want; any pattern, any size – all skill levels are welcome and
we would be very glad to offer informal knitting instruction if need-
ed.

If you love to knit, want to help out your community, like to laugh,
and have some free time, join us.

For more information, contact JoAnne at 869-2077.

Knitting Together - A Fun Way to Help Your Community
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In thanks for decades of service to the Westminster Center
School garden, we are proud to sponsor a gala event with food,

song and dancing to benefit
Harlow Farm on Saturday, 
Oct. 15, 

Late afternoon to early
evening! Details are in the works.

Call Westminster Center
School at 722-3241 for more
information.
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family

Business 
Representation

Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.257.4747
eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

The new farm processing kitchen is up
and running! look for your favorite jams

and chutneys and new additions 
in coming weeks. Don't forget to sign up
for the winter CSa to keep those yummy

local, organic Harlow veggies in your
kitchen all year! 
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October Business of the Month

TwEnTIETH annual ConFErEnCE
Friday, october 14, 2011

UNTANGLING THE WEB:
BULLYING & CYBERBULLYING

FEaTurInG Dr. ElIZaBETH EnGlanDEr

Harlow Farm
We at Harlow Farm are very thankful for the local and statewide

support for Vermont's vital agricultural presence. It is helping our
farm, and so many others, shake off the flood muck and do what
we can. We are taking out emergency loans to help with our
expenses, which our flood ruined crops would have covered. Our
own fundraising T-shirt sale is soon coming. Look for information at
our Farm Stand and on our website, www.harlowfarm.com.

We will also have our Harlow Farm fundraiser t-shirts available at
the Shoulder to the Plow farmer benefit concert, Oct. 9 at the
Rockingham Meeting House. Fred Eaglesmith, as well as three
great area music groups, will be playing. Tickets to the concert are
available through www.brattleborotix.com and BF’s Village Square
Books. We offer many thanks to the organizers and musicians ral-
lying valuable support for all affected farmers in the area. Hope to
see you there!

Harlow Farm Stand celebrates its 20th year anniversary with a
photo exhibit by cousin Lori Larue. Come in and celebrate with us,
enjoy the beautiful photos and perhaps take one home with you!
We have enjoyed finding ways to bring you delicious, quality, col-
orful, nourishing offerings from our farm and beyond. Thank you for
bringing your curiosity, enthusiasm, appreciation, and power of the
local dollar to us.

This year we have added a new avenue for providing local,
organic produce to your winter’s feasting: Harlow Farm’s Winter
CSA, developed by Jeanette Staley. It will include fresh and frozen
produce as well as our preserved products. Thank you to all those
who have joined for this first year- we think it is going to be a treat
and look forward to it becoming a local favorite.

Our Farm Stand, including Café Loco, will close on December 4th
this year to cut operating expenses. There will be evergreen
wreaths available for the last week, but no trees this year. Be sure
to stock up on your favorite items early. We sincerely appreciate
your business!

Paul & Dan

susanpiday314@gmail.com

new England Kurn Hattin Homes
westminster, Vermont
www.kurnhattin.org

For a registration brochure:
Darlene Pecor (802)721-6913

darlenep@sover.net

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
Po Box 94, westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:
www.westminsterauto.com

WCS Thank you  Gala for Harlow Farm
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