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Property Taxes due September 10 – Because
this is a Saturday, they will be accepting payments

through the close of business on Monday,
September 12?

Westminster Cares is sponsoring the AARP
Driver Safety course to be held at the
Westminster fire house on September 23, 2011
from 9:00 to 1:00. 

The AARP DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM is the nation’s first and largest
driver safety course designed for drivers 50 and older to help people live
more independently as they age. Since its inception in 1979, the program
has helped millions of drivers stay safe. It covers defensive techniques,
rules of the road, and normal changes in vision, hearing, and reaction
time - including practical ways to compensate for these changes. In many
states, course participants may be eligible for an auto insurance discount
.The course is open to all AARP members and non-members of all ages.
AARP volunteer instructor, Dick Miller, will be presenting this course
through a combination of group discussion and video tape/vcr. There are
no tests.
The cost for this 4 hour course is $12.00 for AARP members and $14.00
for
non-members.

For more information or to register for the course, please call
Westminster Cares at 722-3607 or email: wecares@sover.net.

Wine Tasting to Benefit Kurn Hattin Children’s Medical Needs

On Thursday, October 6, from 4:30-7 p.m., at the Keene Country Club,
Kurn Hattin Homes will be hosting A TASTE of HOPE, a gourmet food,
wine & beer tasting benefit event. Advance purchase tickets are $45, and
$50 at the door. Net funds raised will benefit the Healthy Children
Program, an important program that encompasses all of the children’s
physical, emotional and spiritual health and medical needs.

At A Taste of Hope, guests will enjoy a wide variety of fine wines, beers
and epicurean delights from some of the regions’ finest restaurants, spe-
cialty shops, caterers and distributors. There will also be a 50/50 raffle, an
exciting silent auction, many great door prizes, music and lots of fun for
all. To purchase tickets or for more information, call Amber at (802) 721-
6912 or email devdept@sover.net. Corporate Sponsors of this benefit
event are Durand Toyota Ford, HB Energy Solutions and SymQuest
Group, Inc. Event Sponsors are IPG Employee Benefits, Prime, Buchholz
& Associates, Inc. Savings Bank of Walpole, Spaulding & Madden Tax
Services, Inc., Sugar River Savings Bank, The Richards Group, and UBS
Financial Services, Inc.

Kurn Hattin Homes is a residential, year-round, charitable home and
school for in-need and at-risk children, ages 6-15, from throughout the
Northeast.

A Word from our Town Manager
Matthew Daskal took the time in the midst of handling emergencies to reflect
on Tropical Storm Irene's impact on our town.  "As we have seen throughout
the region, we in Westminster have experienced a natural disaster of historic
proportions. The town sustained significant damage to infrastructure of roads
and bridges along with the rest of the state."  He has been out in the commu-
nity and sees that "everyone is working as quickly as possible to rebuild and go
forward from emergency operations to recovery operations." Daskal noted that
long lasting damages to local individuals, businesses, and farms will have a
significant impact on our community, and concluded, "This is a historic event of
epic proportions."  Anyone needing assistance or guidance regarding the storm
is invited to be in touch with the Town Manager:  stop in the Town Hall or call
722-4255.

The Westminster Gazette has a need for an immediate
replacement for our part-time editor. Knowledge of publish-

ing programs, lay-out and editing are required.  
Please contact Elizabeth Harlow at e3z@myfairpoint.net 

if interested.

Article below is submitted by Planning Commission intended for publication in 
September 2011 Gazette:  submitted by John Medeiros 
 

IS EVERYTHING JUST FINE?   
Are You Concerned About the Town Plan?   

 

In order to enable public participation in the Westminster Town Plan Review, the 

Planning Commission has scheduled Public Hearings for September 12th (at Westminster 

Institute), October 17th (Westminster West) and November 14th (BFUHS) so that they can 

hear any suggestions for possible revision of the Westminster Town Plan.  Here are some 

questions that could be discussed at these meetings, and residents are invited to bring any 

other questions or issues that they feel are important. 

 1)  Should Westminster plan for a “commercial center” or “business district” at a 

particular location in town?  If so, where? 

 2)  There are three village centers or village districts:  East Village, Westminster 

West and North Westminster.  Should there be more village centers or mixed-use clusters 

so that Westminster can pursue the goal of “village clusters separated by rural 

countryside?” 

 3)  What could be included in a “rural countryside?”   

 4)  What is necessary to support an effective wildlife corridor? 

 5)  Does the Town Plan need to focus more on goals and policies regarding 

economic development? 

 6)  Does the Town Plan need to address a serious effort to develop tourism and 

the kinds of businesses that support tourism? 

 7)  Should the town just keep the plan we have and continue the emphasis on 

agriculture and residences in a rural setting for people who work and shop outside of 

town?   

 8)  Should the Town Plan and zoning ordinances prepare the town for a possible 

migration – gradual or sudden -- of many city people to rural Vermont for the “country 

life” of less crime, natural beauty and fresh air, and a good place to raise children? 

   

 

Town Clerk/Treasurer’s office will be closed on Monday,
September 19 and Tuesday, September 20.

Local Flood Damage Pictures

Flooding at Allen Brothers Buck Drive and SEVCA.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE

$25 monthly business card ad
on this page...

Increased per card size..
$125 for 6 months

$250 for 12 months

$150 12 months (page 8)
Business of the Month

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front
on-line at:

http://westminster.govoffice.com
Need Adobe Reader to open 

& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

August Mystery Picture

A post office and store are the 2 businesses, and this is a
picture of the inside of the Walker store that used to be in

the center of town before it burned down.

WWii--FFii aavvaaiillaabbllee uuppoonn rreeqquueesstt

(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

 
Community Nurse 

Trudy Byington, R.N. 
   P.O. Box 312       802-722-3607 

 Westminster, VT 05158    wecares@sover.net 

Trudy Byington, R.N. 
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More Local Flood Pictures 

bridge on "Covered Bridge Road

"Twin Falls," a waterfall on the
Saxtons River 

News From The West School

Welcome to the West School! – Ice
Cream Social.

Photo includes Lisa and Mr. Tullar.

On Wednesday, August 31st, buses
rolled into the Westminster Schools for
the first day.  We are thrilled to be
together!  Here are some photos cele-
brating the new school year.  

Welcome back picnic! – These hot-
dogs are great!

New faces: Atasi Das with 5th grade

and Ian Levy with 1st grade

Westminster---The new school year is
underway at Kurn Hattin and new
faces abound, including Scott
Tabachnick, the new Principal and
Karen Lansberry, not a new face, but
in a new role as Director of Residential
Services. 

Scott Tabachnick, formerly the
Brattleboro Area Middle School Assistant
Principal, has taken the reins from outgo-
ing Kurn Hattin Director of Educational
and Residential Services, Thomas
Fahner, who will become the new
Executive Director in July 2012. The tran-
sition is very exciting for everyone. 

“Kurn Hattin is a special place and every-
one who works here help to create an
atmosphere of community,” Principal
Tabachnick explains emphatically.
“There’s a strong trust in the leadership.
The children are kept busy, they’re fun,
interesting and interested. They really
know what’s expected of them. I’ve been
spending time observing the teachers
engage the children. They’re all very
experienced and know what they’re
doing. The student body is diverse and
class discussions benefit greatly because
of this. I think it’s wonderful that the
teachers and staff really get to know the
children from their participation in school,
extracurricular activities and their home
cottage lives. We’re all here for the same
reason-the children. I just love it.”

Scott works hand in hand with Karen
Lansberry, the new Director of
Residential Services and finds her to be a
great role model. “She is an incredible
administrator,” he admits. “Everything
she does, she does out of love.” Karen
started working at Kurn Hattin in 2000 as
a houseparent for the oldest girls. And
then in 2007, she became an Assistant
Residential Director. She is also taking an
on-line Master’s Program in
Organizational Leadership. How gratu-
itous that she was the one chosen to take
this role. She really was the perfect
choice. “I’m enjoying working closely with
Scott and everything we do is a team
effort,” Karen says. “All of the teachers,
houseparents, kitchen and wellness cen-
ter staff - all of us - are a combined force
in the best interest of the children. We
work hard to keep the activities and com-
munication amongst us fluid.  We’re
working on programs, efficiency, commu-
nication, and improved documentation.
We’re looking at what we have and how
to make it better. We work hard to meet
the needs of the children in our care. It
really does take a village to raise a
child. An exercise I had recently for
school had me thinking about why I like
working here so much. What we do is
such a signature experience. Kurn
Hattin is so unique. We provide way s
for kids to be successful. Those who
have never had the chance to enjoy
childhood - We provide that for them.
They experience skiing, farming,
horseback riding and swimming in the
ocean. How many children do you
know who get to play music at
Rockefeller Center in New York City?
We enhance both the children and their
families’ lives. The staff is A+.
Everyone goes above and beyond. I’m
so proud of our staff and proud to say I
work at Kurn Hattin Homes.”

Kurn Hattin is a charitable, year-round,
residential home and school for in-
need and at- risk children, ages 6-15,
from throughout the Northeast. Do you
know of a child who would benefit

Rockingham/Westminster
Senior Housing Project

It is with disappointment that we,
the Rockingham/Westminster Housing
Committee have to inform you that our pro-
ject can no longer go forward at this time.
The project was initiated over five years
ago by the United Church of Bellows Falls
to address the need for an assisted living
facility.  Others felt there was a need for
independent senior living for middle-
income people.  The Town of Rockingham
applied for a Community Development
Block Grant to study the possibilities.  The
Towns of Rockingham and Westminster
along with several businesses and citizens
contributed financially to the study.

A dedicated committee was
formed with participants from United
Church, Westminster Cares, Sojourns
Community Health Center, Rockingham
Area Community Land Trust, Windham
Regional Commission, Senior Solutions,
Rockingham Development Director and
many community citizens.  The committee
has completed many tasks the first being a
market analysis that showed a definite
need for assisted living and middle-income
senior housing.

Further work included a site selec-
tion, a financial feasibility study, zoning
research for proper permitting and fundrais-
ing in order to hire a consultant for this part
of the research.  The site was selected after
looking at ten properties.  Representatives
from Windham Regional Commission, our
consultant, Robert Crego, and an architect
selected a site on Route 121 that had a
possible access to water and sewer.  The
committee liked the site too as it was a
lovely sunny meadow and was located
between two active communities. At this
point working with the actual facility and its
size began.  An option was taken on the
land, a real estate estimate was completed
and an environmental review of the land
was begun.  After many meetings with our
consultant, select boards, professionals in
the field of housing a second market analy-
sis by John Ryan of Development Cycles
was completed and our project did seem
feasible except for the assisted living por-
tion which is very difficult to fund.  At this
point our project seemed to be a “go”. We
decided to move ahead to develop inde-
pendent senior living with enhanced ser-
vices.  In November of 2011 several focus
groups were held with people that had
expressed an interest in the housing as
well as those who had contributed finan-
cially in order to hire the consultant.
Questions were asked and answered at the
focus groups and many were very excited
about the project.

In December of 2010 our contract
with the consultant was finished and other
projects in the area were drawing interest.
We asked Windham - Windsor Housing
Trust to do a project review and site devel-
opment plan.  These reviews showed that a
competitive application for a HUD 202
funding application was possible (not
absolute) with considerations.  We would
need to raise more funds locally and secure
grants, create a strong sponsorship struc-
ture, obtain commitments to provide ser-
vices and develop the design to a level to
secure zoning approvals.

These tasks prove to be to difficult
for our committee at this point, we have
worked for many years toward the goal of
providing housing with services for seniors
and at least $75,000 have gone into the
feasibility. We know there are many people
that have been counting on us.  Therefore,
it is with sincere regret that we can no
longer pursue this dream.  We would be
happy to share our resources with any one
interested to take up the effort.

CommitteeMembers and Supporters:
ReginaBorden, Barbara Comtois, Karen
Walter, Bill Luring, Bridget Reynolds,
Audrey Borum, Joyce Lemire Executive
Director, Senior Solutions, Toby Young
Westminster Select Board, Cynthia Moore
Executive Director Sojourns 
Community Health Clinic, Westminster
Cares, Inc.

SEVCA Announces Free
Financial Fitness Classes

Southeastern Vermont Community Action
(SEVCA) has space available in their
upcoming financial fitness workshop
series.  The eight part series will help par-
ticipants discover how to use the money
they already have and take steps towards
prosperity.  Participants will learn to
improve their relationship with money,
increase household cash flow and devel-
op financial security.  Topics covered
include; saving, spending, credit, paying
for college, purchasing a home and/or car,
insurance and retirement. Your credit
report can be reviewed with you and rec-
ommendations provided to take steps
toward building healthy credit or resolve
credit issues. This financial coaching will
help you and your family develop strong
financial habits.
The workshops are free and open to the
public.  The 8-part workshop series will
begin on Tuesday, September 6 from 6:00
pm to 8:00 pm, and continue each
Tuesday night thru October 25.   The
workshop will be held at the Marlboro
College Graduate Center, 28 Vernon
Street in Brattleboro, VT.  Pre registration
is required.  Please call to register at 802-
722-4575, ext. 151, or email kperl-
berg@sevca.org 

Important News About
3SquaresVT!

3SquaresVT (formerly Food Stamps)
is Vermont’s Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program -- a nutrition pro-
gram designed to help you stay
healthy by allowing you to spend more
money on healthy, nutritious food.
3SquaresVT can help you make ends
meet – especially in this challenging
economy! It can help you stretch your
food budget and put three square
meals a day on your table, at the
same time freeing up money for other
living expenses.  If you are eligible for
3SquaresVT, your children are eligible
for free school lunches. If you are
elderly or disabled, special rules make
it easier to qualify. If you are an eligi-
ble senior, you can get your benefit
directly deposited as cash right into
your bank account.  
*New rules make it easier to qualify.
You can get 3SquaresVT even if you
have a savings account or own your
own home. Don’t assume that you
earn too much to qualify. You may be
eligible for 3SquaresVT even if you
were turned down for Food Stamps in
the past.
*You may be automatically eligible.
People who receive Vermont Earned
Income Tax Credit or SSI are categor-
ically eligible for 3SquaresVT. That
means that even if you receive a $0
benefit, you are still ‘eligible’ and
therefore are eligible for Lifeline, Link
Up, free school meals, etc.
*3SquaresVT helps Vermont.
3SquaresVT benefits are all federal
dollars, so by applying you are bring-
ing money into the state. Also, shop-
ping locally or buying local products is
a way to support your community and
your local farmers.
*Apply today! Call Southeastern
Vermont Community Action (SEVCA)
at (800) 464-9951 and ask for a
3SquaresVT application or set up an
appointment for help filling out an
application. 

SEVCA is a non-profit organization
designated by state and federal offi-
cials to address the full range of
needs of low-income residents of
Windham and Windsor counties.
SEVCA’s Family Services Program
provides help for families and individ-
uals in crisis through programs that
offer financial assistance, case man-
agement, service linkage, and advo-
cacy to low-income households facing
lack of food, heat, eviction, foreclo-
sure, illness, vehicle breakdown, and
other emergencies. 
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Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association 
Southern Vermont 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
Summer/Fall 2011 

 
Weekend Strolls and View Clearings 
All free an open to the public 
 
 
September 18  Accessibility Day with Rebecca Nixon 
This is a special once-a-year opportunity for a vehicle ride to a special site for 
those who cannot hike, along with those who can hike to be led by Arthur and 
Carol Westing. Vehicle generously provided by Durand Motors. 
 Meet at 2PM at the WW Church, please call 722-9047 to register for a 
vehicle ride. 
 
October 16   Long Distance Hike with Rebecca Nixon 
Day hike to traverse a large chunk of the ridgeline trail. Bring water and food and 
good footwear for 4 to 5 hours of walking.  A shuttle will be provided back to your 
car. 
    Meet at 10AM Call 722-9047 to register and get directions to starting point. 
 
October 29  Clearing at Paul’s Ledges  
Please help to keep the beautiful view open at Paul’s Ledges in Athens. Bring 
loppers and gloves, water and some lunch or snack.  
 Meet at 10AM at Paul’s Ledges 
 
November 5  Martin Sanctuary on Bemis Hill to northern trailhead with 
Kath Martin or Camilla Roberts This lovely northern ridgeline walk without the 
leaves is open to views both east and west. A shuttle will be provided back to the 
starting point. 
 Meet at 1PM at the Bemis Hill trailhead for the Martin Sanctuary  
 
For more information go to www.windmillhillpinnacle.org,or email 
whpa@sover.net. 

KURN HATTIN TO HOST INVITATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY MEETS

Westminster-Kurn Hattin Homes will be hosting the 2011 Invitational Cross-Country
Meets in September and October. Kurn Hattin is located on Kurn Hattin Road in

Westminster, Vermont.
The meets are on Wednesdays, September 28th, and October 19th. Walking the course

starts at 3:30 p.m. and the meet starts at 4:00 p.m. 

The events are open to girls and boys, grades 1-8 at no cost. 
Division I is 6, 7, 8 year olds for a half mile course.

Division II is 9, 10, 11 year olds for a one mile course.
Division III is 12, 13 & 14 year olds for a mile and a half (dirt & grass) course.

Ribbons will be awarded for first, second and third place finishers in each division for
boys and girls. All runners are given a participation ribbon.

This event is sponsored by the Kurn Hattin Athletic Department. Organizations can sign
up for one, two or all three meets. Meet Director is Mrs. Donna Fahner.  

Contact Dave Baldasaro at (802) 722-3336 (weekdays) for information or to register. 
Food & drink concession will be available.            No Entry fee. 

CLEANING AND DEADHEADING YOUR PERENNIAL
GARDENS
by Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

Autumn is usually associated with cleaning up our out-of-doors in preparation of
the long winter months.  The leaves are beginning to change and fall to the
ground, and veggie gardens are being cleared of the last beans, squash and
potatoes for canning or freezing.  Lawns are mowed for the last couple of times
and should be fertilized late September to ensure a good growth for next spring.
This is also the time that our perennial plants and gardens need attention, too.

Flower beds need to be cleaned and cared for, just like veggie gardens.  It's
important to clean up any dead or fallen leaves, blossoms or branches.  Beetles,
moths and snails like laying their eggs in the decomposing matter, and mice and
chipmunks take advantage of the clutter as well.  So, the more you eliminate in
the autumn, the less harmful critters you're likely to have munching on your
plants in the spring.

Annuals, or plants that won't come back next year, need to be removed from
their beds altogether after the last of the blossoms have bloomed and are dying
back.  If they are disease or insect free, throw them into the compost pile along
with the rest of the waste from your gardens.  Remember that your own compost
is the very best additive that you can mix into your gardens next year.  Also, now
is the best time to use a three-pronged garden or potato fork or other tool to dig
down into the soil which will loosen any dead roots or expose grub eggs that will
die during the first hard freeze.

Removing dead blossoms, also known as deadheading, from your perennials,
herbs and other herbaceous plants and trimming back brown and yellow leaves
not only makes the garden look "cleaner," but it also prevents disease and
decay-loving insects and slugs from moving in.  Plants such as irises, tulips, and
lilies that come from bulbs, corms, and rhizomes, should not have their deep
green leaves removed or cut just for the sake of neatness because the leaves
are a temporary storehouse of necessary nutrients and other life-giving suste-
nance to replenish the bulbs or roots and keep them healthy and strong during

our long, cold winter months.

Other plants, such as clematis, lilacs, roses and flowering bushes should be
inspected for broken or decayed branches.  Clip off dying flower-heads and look
for branches that may need to be shortened or removed.  Early autumn is the
perfect time to remove small branches or limbs that will look unsightly or inter-
fere with proper growth.  A tree or bush sucker grows off from the roots of the
main plant and should be removed immediately, although a lot of gardeners wait
for fall cleaning to do this.  Resist the urge to allow the suckers to remain during
the winter because they will eventually weaken the parent plant.

When all is said and done, the more cleaning that you do in the fall, the less you
will need to attend to in the spring, and your plants and gardens will be healthi-
er for your efforts!

The method of clipping from living plants is just as important as the maintenance
itself.  Whatever you use - shears, clippers, cutters or even a chainsaw - make
sure the blades are clean and free of all rust and any residue from past clippings.
Even plant residue just a few days old can attract bacteria that could be harm-
ful.  Also, check your blades or cutting edges for sharpness or irregularities in
the blades.  A good sharp blade is less likely to rip or tear and not leave jagged
edges or incomplete cuts.  Rips and gashes are another invitation for disease-
carrying bacteria and insects that feed on plant fluids.

Would you like more information about autumn deadheading and cleaning
perennials?  The Master Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all
your needs.  Call their Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-2230, send questions by
email to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visit their website at
http://www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for extensive information.

Westminster West Community
Fair to Be Held Saturday,
September 10

The 22nd annual Westminster
West Community Fair will be held
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011, with a
theme of “Who Cooks for You?,”
celebrating people who provide
meals for others.

As always, the small-town country
fair will feature a road race, informal
parade, live music, and, this year, a
magic show at noon by “Amazing
Bill.”

Magician Bill Scarlett has been per-
forming for more than 30 years, and
his show is interactive with his audi-
ence.

The fair runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. in Westminster West.
Attendance is free, and there also
is a barbecue chicken lunch and
other food for sale.

The fair also features a talent show
open to all, silent auction which has
yielded major bargains in the past,
golden elephant sale, art show,
vegetable contest, and other activi-
ties.

Proceeds from the fair help support
the community use of the
Congregational Church of
Westminster West building and
community suppers held there.

“This is a really family friendly,
home-grown local thing that sup-
ports a building used for many com-
munity events, including meals, but
it also has a magic show that a wide
range of people will enjoy,” said
Betsy Williams, one of the fair orga-
nizers.

Live music at 11 a.m. will be provid-
ed by Amy Caan and Friends. Caan
is an accomplished fiddle player in
Windham County.

Registration for the road race starts
at 8:30 a.m., and the magic show at
noon.

More details on the fair can be
found at http://www.westminster-
west.org.

Westminster West is 8 miles north
of Putney and 7 miles south of
Saxtons River, and roads to the vil-
lage are open despite Tropical
Storm Irene.
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTONews from Westminster Volunteer Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meetings at 7:00 PM on
the 1st Tuesday of every month and a combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.
Rescue training is the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 
Next association meeting September 6th at 7:00 PM 
The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third Monday after the first
Tuesday at 7:00 PM
September meetings: 12th & 26th     

Number of calls in July: 32 
Number of man hours spent: 12,160

Number of calls through August 30th : 63
Number of man hours spent: 84,007
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 283 
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 95

THANKS: Chief Cole Streeter would like to thank all the members of the Fire Department
who worked so many long hours during the wind storm of August 21st and the flooding
from Irene the 28th & 29th. Also, thanks to the auxiliary and other residents of the com-
munity, for bringing in food for a hungry bunch of volunteers. The road crew and the Town
Manager did a magnificent job and we realize their job won’t be over for quite some time.
During the flooding, some of the team members went door to door warning people of a
possible evacuation, while others made phone contact with people who were stranded to
see if any supplies were needed and if there were any health issues to deal with. Another
group was in charge of traffic control, so people would not drive in a dangerous area of
high water or downed trees and wires. We were thanked by many for our efforts to main-
tain contact with everyone and for the offer of assistance. We apologize to those who
were upset with us for traffic issues and for the evacuation notices, but we were only
attempting to keep everyone safe and look out for our own. We understand tempers flare
and a few get very uptight and panicky from the fear of the unknown. Most people realize
that we are a group of unpaid volunteers, ready to help our neighbors at any time. Special
thanks to those of you who complimented us for our efforts. We had a lot of kind feed-
back. And that makes what we do, all worthwhile.    

Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association met for their regular
meeting August 2nd with 27 members present and 3 members excused. Currently there
are 41 members of the volunteer fire department. Planning for the truck show and corn
roast were the topics for the meeting. 
Events: The Westminster Fire Department will be hosting the 2nd annual Halloween Party
and Haunted House Graveyard on Saturday October 29th at the Fire Station from 6:00PM
to 9:00 PM

Truck Show: The annual truck was held at the BFUHS August 6th. The Fire
Department has catered the event for several years for the truck club. We fed several
spectators and vendors and it was a successful day for all. 

Harrison’s Picnic: The 3rd annual picnic was held at Pete and Judy Harrison’s home
on August 19th between raindrops. It was a good time with several kids in the pool and
lots of food and drinks and socializing. Around 30 attended. 
Corn Roast: The annual corn roast was held Friday August 19th with over 80 people
attending from 15 fire departments. The event is sponsored every year by the
Westminster Fire Department as a way of getting together with men and women from
neighboring departments, mutual aid, Golden Cross and friends for a purely social gath-
ering. Chief Streeter wishes to thank the many people who contributed to the event; Brent
Lisai from Lisai’s Market for food, Paul Harlow from Harlow Farms for vegetables Seth
Holton from Holton Farms for corn, Paul Millman for cheese, Stefan Golec from Whelen
engineering for light bars for the raffle, Reading Fire department for t- shirts for the raffle, 
Portable Heaters: Sometimes using a portable heater to take the chill off in the early signs
of cold weather is a good idea rather than stating up the furnace or using wood in the
wood stoves and furnaces. Read all warnings on heater labels and in the instructions.
Keep them a proper distance from flammable materials. Use extra caution with electric
heaters that could overload the circuits. Be careful not to store items on the top of a wall
mounted gas heater. And never hook up an electric heater with an extension cord.   
Wall Phones: In the past, several people decided to buy a “bundle” from their TV and inter-
net provider which included telephone service. Most of them found out during the Irene
flooding that they didn’t have phone service for quite some time, while the ones who
stayed with Verizon or Fairpoint were still able to use their phones. It may cost a little more
to maintain a wall phone through the local provider, but it could save a life or some other
tragedy. It’s worth rethinking.  

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations throughout the year
from anyone wishing to remember a loved one or a friend.
We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volunteering their time to
help the community in a time of need, please contact Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or
stop by the Firehouse any Sunday morning and pick up an application. We would like to
have additional volunteers from the Westminster West area. There is a Fire House, an
engine and a rescue vehicle located in Westminster West and more help is needed to uti-
lize that equipment during calls. 
As always, we would like to thank the community for its continued support of the fire
department.

The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. operates independently from
Westminster Fire District #3

Send Your News To: 

westminsternews@gmail.com
or check us out on the Town’s website...

You may email your answer to the westminsternews@gmail.com or 
wminster@comcast.net   Phone: Babs Lynde at 802-722-9516

The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.
August Answer: On Page (2) 
August Winners:  David Wright and Cheryl Rounds

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop by the
town office and see Babs Lynde. 

We are in search of pictures.

What road is this that suffered from severe flood damage
and what year was this? 

Extra bonus points:  who are the 2 men in the picture?

CVPS and GMP File Merger Petition 
With Public Service Board 

Green Mountain Power
Green Mountain Power Corporation (GMP) and Central Vermont Public Service
(CVPS) today filed a petition with the Vermont Public Service Board (PSB) for the
planned acquisition of CVPS by Gaz Métro Limited Partnership (Gaz Métro) and the
merger of GMP and CVPS into one, stronger utility. Gaz Métro, GMP and CVPS
announced in July the acquisition and the agreement to merge that provides significant
benefits for customers, community, employees and shareholders, including a commit-
ment to $144 million in customer savings over 10 years, a public ownership interest in
VELCO, and the establishment of the Headquarters for Operations and Energy
Innovation in Rutland. 
"Today's filing with the PSB represents an important step in the process of combining
two great Vermont companies," said Mary Powell, President and CEO of GMP and
Larry Reilly, President and CEO of CVPS. "CVPS and GMP have a long history of
bringing affordable, clean and reliable power to our customers. This combination is a
unique opportunity that will allow us to deliver lower rates and higher quality service
than if the companies continued to operate as stand-alone entities -- while maintaining
the strong local bonds that set Vermont utilities apart." 
The combination of CVPS and GMP will produce $144 million in customer savings
over the next decade. The merger will generate permanent cost reductions and customer
savings will grow to as much as $500 million over a twenty-year period. Due to the
commitment to no layoffs, as well as the complexity of the integration, the full realiza-
tion of annualized savings will take six years to achieve. During that time, the new com-
bined company would share in anticipated savings while ensuring that customers
receive $144 million of cumulative benefit over the first 10 years. 
The agreement also includes other benefits in addition to customer savings. The new
combined company will transfer 33% of the voting shares in VELCO, Vermont's trans-
mission utility, to a new public benefit entity, which will diminish the new combined
company's voting control of VELCO to less than 50%. The new public entity will pro-
vide $1 million annually -- largely generated by dividend from the VELCO stock -- to
support a low-income rate program. 
The Rutland region will remain part of the new utility's corporate identity, with the
merged company locating its Headquarters for Operations and Energy Innovation in
Rutland. There will be no layoffs, other than some executive officer positions due to the
consolidation, nor mandatory relocation of employees. Additional benefits for the
Rutland region include the establishment of a new downtown facility, $200,000 for
regional economic development and support for the downtown, and new "Solar City"
program in Rutland. Finally, the new, combined entity will build on CVPS's extensive
community support efforts that are already underway. 
The combined utility will also deliver even better service to customers in a number of
ways. For example, a more contiguous service area will aid in storm recovery as
resources can be deployed more uniformly than is possible today and crews from the
separate utilities will no longer have to travel across the other company's service terri-
tory to work in a district. 
The PSB will establish a schedule for the regulatory proceedings. The full petition can
be downloaded at http://www.greenmountainpower.com/about/gmpcvpsmerger.html. 
This press release is for informational purposes only. Statements that are not historical
facts are forward-looking and involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual
outcomes or results to materially differ from those expressed in this release. Readers are
cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements and such
statements speak only as of the date of this release. 
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TTHHEE GGAAZZEETTTTEE  
GGRRAATTEEFFUULLLLYY

AACCKKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEESS 
TTHHEE SSUUPPPPOORRTT

OOFF IITTSS UUNNDDEERRWWRRIITTEERRSS::

Kurn Hattin Homes
Westminster School District

Town of Westminster
Durand Automotive Group 

Westminster Activities Commission
Sojourns Community Health Clinic

Westminster Cares
Westminster Fire & Rescue

Association
The Current operated by the 

Connecticut River Transit
Brattleboro Subaru

WESTMINSTER GAZETTE
Editor:  Peggy Porter
Board of Directors:

Elizabeth Harlow - Chairwoman
Ronnie Friedman

Toby Young
Cynthia Stoddard

Pictures and Articles 
Provided by the Community
westminsternews@gmail.com

WWeessttmmiinnsstteerr HHaappppeenniinnggss
AAccttiivviittiieess FFaaiitthh    CCoommmmuunniittyy

Scottish Country Dance
Classes 
Every Wednesday 
@ 7:30pm in the Westminster Center
School Gym. Bernard McGrath, instruc-
tor. All skill levels 
welcome. Contact Michael Daley 
for more information at 387-2601.No
charge.
Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce
Hall on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt.
5 in East Putney. A beginners’ work-
shop is taught at 8 pm, and the regular
dance goes from 8:30 to 11:00 pm. A
donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information, call (802) 387-5985.
Senior Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month.  @
12:00 pm. All Westminster seniors are
invited to attend.  Join us at the First
Congregational Church on Route 5
Bellows Falls GalleryWalk
Downtown @ 5:30pm every 3rd Friday
of the Month.
Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-
luck.  The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of
each month at the Westminster Fire Sta-

tion at 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Call West-
minster Cares at 722-3607 for more
information
Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of 
month at 7:30 pm @ The Town Hall in
Walpole, NH.
Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10:00am @ The
Westminster Institute: Call Westmin-
ster Cares  @722-3607 for more infor-
mation.
Living Strong Classes
Mondays & Thursdays
@The First Congregational Church in
Westminster
9:00 to 10:00 am
@The Westminster West
Church 6:00 to 7:00 pm.
Call Westminster Cares 
for more Information:
722-3607.
Knitting Together
Every Wednesday from 1-3 p.m. at the
Saxtons River Inn.  For more informa-
tion or if you would like to donate yarn
please contact Caroline at (802)463-
4653.

The First Congregational Church of Westminster
United Church of Christ
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor

Main Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster, Vermont
05158,
802-722-4148

Sunday worship at 10:00 AM
Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  Sunday
School is held at 10:00 am from Sept to May. The church has
a ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as a handi-
capped bathroom.  Westminster First Congregational is an
Open and Affirming church, all are welcome.  

Important Dates

Sept. 7 - Woman's Fellowship - 12:00 noon
Sept.4 - Worship and communion 10:00 am
Sept. 11 - Worship 10:00 am - Blessing of the Animals out-
door service
Sept. 18 - Worship and Sunday School STARTS 10:00 am
Sept. 18- Deacons and Trustees meeting after service
Sept. 19 - Standing Committee meeting 7:00 am
Sept. 25 - Worship and Sunday School 10:00 am

3rd Annual Fall Bulb Sale
Bulbs are in!!! $4.00 a pack
Many varieties of bulbs will be available for sale at church.
Choose from daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, crocus and other
small fall bulbs.  Bulbs are available for sale at church or call
Lucille at 722-4214 for more information or to purchase
bulbs.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011
All creatures great and small will be welcome at our church’s
Blessing of the Animals celebration on Sunday, Sept. 11, at
10:00.  The service will include music, prayers, and readings
from scripture, as well as the blessing of each animal that
attends.  This outdoor service will be held under the tent and
everyone in the community is invited.  TELL YOUR
FRIENDS

The First Congregational Church of Westminster
United Church of Christ
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor
Main Street, Route 5 P.O. Box 122, Westminster, VT 05158

Sunday worship at 10:00 AM
Communion is the first Sunday of each month.  Sunday
School is held at 10:00 am from Sept to May. The church has
a ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as a handi-
capped bathroom.  Westminster First Congregational is an
Open and Affirming church, all are welcome. 

MMeeeettiinnggss

The Deadline for
The October 2011, 

Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is

Wednesday, September28th
by 5:00pm

Publish Date Tuesday 
October 4th

* Please note the 
deadline date has been changed

to the last Wednesday of the
month

Volunteers Needed
to deliver the

Westminster Gazette
to local designated
drop off locations.
Must have your

From the Editor

Thank You to the Gazette Board for the hardwork and 
dedication that helped me bring this monthly paper to our

community.

And I would like to thank the community for all
the support and submissions and doing your

part in making the paper a success.

Do to health reasons I have asked the board
to find a replacement for my position. 

Selectboard 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in the Town
Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7:00
pm in the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities
Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6:00
pm at the Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
at the Westminster Center School
Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle
Association
3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Monday at 7:00 pm at
the Westminster West Public
Library

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.
at the Town Hall

Community Improvement
Program Committee meets the
2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:00
pm. 

Westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4:00
pm.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue
Dept holds their monthly meetings
on the 1st Tuesday of every month ,
@ 7:00 pm and a combined drill on
the 3rd Tuesday of every month at
the Westminster Fire Station.

Westminster Historical Society
2nd Tuesday at 7:00 pm at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
to be scheduled

Westminster Recycling
Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 pm at the
Westminster Fire Station
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The Westminster West Country Faire is
being held next Saturday (the 10th).

Please join us! we will be having
Amazing Bill’s magic show for kids and
adults at 12 noon at the church, Also
many other activities are happening

such as the running races, parade, tag
sale, talent show and chicken bbq. 

Green Valley School will be participat-
ing in the parade walk. 
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Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA),
Vermont Green, and Vermont Technical College’s
Center for Sustainable Practices are teaming together
to offer additional Weatherization courses at SEVCA’s
Main Office in Westminster

Three-Day Weatherization Installer Certificate Training:  For those who
want to enter the weatherization and energy efficiency sector or those
currently working at an entry level with minimal training, Installer
Training is the foundation course for energy practitioners.  This course
series will run 8:00 am – 4:30 pm, September 13th – 15th at SEVCA’s
Main Officeat 91 Buck Drive in Westminster.  

The workshops include instruction for safe work practices as well as
instruction in building science and construction technology, methods,
techniques, and tools for the installation of energy efficiency retrofits.
The training focuses on demonstration and hands-on application of
advanced air sealing and insulation techniques, blower doors, mechan-
ical ventilation, hands-on power tools, furnace ductwork problems and
solutions, accessing attics, and more.

Two-Day Blower Door Certification Training: For experienced
Weatherization practitioners looking to advance their understanding of
air leakage, and how homes’ efficiency performance is influenced by
pressure differences caused by air sealing, placement of mechanical
exhaust devices, and other considerations.  This course series will run
8:00 am  – 4:30 pm on October 11th -12th at SEVCA’s Main Office at
91 Buck Drive in Westminster.

The training includes classroom, hands-on lab work with equipment and
field analysis for finding and measuring air leakage using the Blower
Door, using Blower Door software and interpretation of Blower Door
results.

Tuition for both courses will be provided through Vermont Green.  To
register or request further information, contact Guy Payne at 802-722-
4575 x 154 or email gpayne@sevca.org .  Vermont Green is funded
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the U.S.
Department of Labor and is a program of Central Vermont Community
Action.

 

SEND YOUR NEWS TO:
westminsternews@gmail.com

NOTICE

Republican Town Caucus

All Republican voters of the town of Westminster, County of
Windham are hereby notified to meet in caucus on Tuesday 
September 27,2011 at the Westminster Fire Station at 7:00PM.

I.  Elections of Town Committee
II. Elections of Officers by the Town Committee
III. Elections of County Committee Members
IV. New Business

Joan Spaulding
Republican Town Chair
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Greater Falls Prevention Receives Multi-Year Federal Grant

Windham County received a bit of good news Wednesday night as the recipients of the
2011 Drug Free Communities grant were announced. The Greater Falls Prevention
Coalition (GFPC), located in Bellows Falls, VT was one of 87 organizations awarded a
new grant.

“We are overjoyed and humbled,” said Chad Simmons, GFPC Director. “This was an
exceptionally competitive process and many dedicated organizations were all vying for
limited federal dollars. This is great news for Windham County and the Greater Falls
community.

The Drug Free Communities (DFC) program provides funding to community-based coali-
tions that organize to prevent youth substance use. The Office of National Drug Control
Policy (ONDCP) announced Wednesday night $12.3 million in new DFC grants to 87
communities and 20 new DFC Mentoring grants across the country. These are in addi-
tion to the nearly $76 million in Continuation grants simultaneously released to 607 cur-
rently funded DFC coalitions and twelve DFC Mentoring Continuation coalitions, accord-
ing to ONDCP’s website.

Through this grant, GFPC will be able to continue and enhance prevention efforts.
Specifically, campaign efforts will focus on the prevention of underage drinking, teen
marijuana use, and prescription drug abuse.

"Acquiring this grant will significantly enhance the quality and intentionality in the kind of
outreach we provide to the Greater Falls community. With secured funding for these next
few years, we are able to establish a long term plan to serve the area, connect with more
people, and improve our outcomes,” said GFPC board member Orianna Baez.

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services
5111 US Route 5

Westminster Station, VT  05159

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

DID YOU FILE AN EXTENSION AND NEED TO DO
YOUR 2010 TAX RETURN?

DO YOU NEED TO FILE RETURNS FOR PRIOR
YEARS?

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS;
PURCHASED REAL ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY,

GONE THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN MONEY OUT
OF PENSION OR IRA PLANS?

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXES?

NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US.
We are open year round to meet all of your tax 

preparation and tax planning needs and we 
look forward to 

helping you.

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule 
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   ELECTRIC   

     
      154 Westminster St              Tel: 802-460-3479 
      Bellows Falls, VT  05101              Fax: 802-460-3480 

AATTTTOORRNNEEYY
EERRIICC AANNDDEERRSSOONN
Individual, Family

Business 
Representation

Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.257.4747
eanderson@archstlaw.com
GGllaadd ttoo MMaakkee HHoouusseeccaallllss..

 
S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates, or single items.
Probate appraisals
46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Vernon & Doreen Kelton 
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722- 4722
Check us out on our website:  

www.westminsterauto.com

The new farm processing kitchen
is up and running! 

Look for your favorite jams and chutneys
and new additions in coming weeks

Don't forget to sign up for the Winter CSA
to keep those yummy local, organic

Harlow veggies in your kitchen all year! 

Our Monthly Community Newspaper  September  22001111 Vol. 7, No. 9

The Westminster
Gazette has a need for
an immediate replace-
ment for our part-time
editor. Knowledge of
publishing programs,
lay-out and editing are
required.  Please con-

tact Elizabeth Harlow at
e3z@myfairpoint.net

if interested.

New England Kurn Hattin Homes
Westminster, Vermont

www.kurnhattin.org

For a registration brochure:
Darlene Pecor (802)721-6913

darlenep@sover.net

susanpiday314@gmail.com

September Business of the Month
HEIDI BERNIER, CBR

OPEN MIC 
 

Saturday Sept 24th 
 

Westminster Institute 
 

7:30 – 10 
 

Coffee House  
Come sit with neighbors and enjoy the 

music  
Coffee, tea and desserts available. 

 

 
Donations appreciated 

Sponsored by the  
Westminster Activities Commission 

TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Friday, October 14, 2011

UNTANGLING THE WEB:
BULLYING & CYBERBULLYING

FEATURING DR. ELIZABETH ENGLANDER

As a lifelong native of Vermont, with nearly 15
years experience as a Real Estate Agent,
licensed in both Vermont and New
Hampshire, I offer my customers and clients a
keen knowledge of the area and the local real
estate market. I take pride in providing per-
sonalized service, catering to the individual
requirements of my clients and customers,
along with providing a creative marketing
approach. Trained in representation of home-
buyers as well as sellers, I earned my CBR
designation (certified buyer representative) in
1996. If you are considering selling or buying
property, I would be happy to be of assistance.

I’ve raised two children who attended both
local public and private schools. I am now
enjoying a granddaughter, who is enrolled at
The Green Valley School  in Westminster
West where I reside. It’s mission is to “culit-
vate health, freedom, and a reverence for the

natural world for children, family and the com-
munity.” This program suits my sensibilties
well. I never take for granted how fortunate I
am to live in such a wonderful place. I come
from several generations of Vermonters, most
of whom live in the area. My family is com-
prised of Maple Sugar makers, Masons,
Woodworkers, Builders and Teachers. 

Some of my favorite activities include cooking
and gardening. With all the teriffic local farm-
stands and co-ops, finding local quality food is
not a problem. Hiking/walking, cross-county
skiing, snowshoeing, kyacking and cycling are
favorite outdoor activities of mine. 

I love the Real Estate business, and very
much enjoy sharing my knowledge of the area
and all it offers with potential clients and cus-
tomers.
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