
By SUzANNE GROENEWOLD

When Senator Bernie Sanders found a gap in his schedule
between visits to the VA Hospital in White River Junction and anoth-
er appointment in Brattleboro, he stopped at the Bellows Falls
Union High School and spoke to students about the grim reality of
the issues facing Americans today. He began by telling the students
that they, even more so than their parents, are his main concern

because the decisions he and other members of the government
are making today will impact their lives for decades to come.

“Our country is facing more serious problems today than any
other time since the Great Depression of the 1930’s,” Senator
Sanders said. He talked about the economy, unemployment, prob-
lems in health care, the rise in poverty, the middle class being in a
rapid decline and the gap between the very rich and the middle class
that is growing wider. Sanders also reminded the students at
BFUHS that they are competing globally against a well educated
work force from China, Singapore, Latin America and other places
where the young people work very hard and governments make it
easer for them to go to college by funding education. 

“In the United States, we have a 30 percent high school drop out
rate, a national disgrace. We have more people in jail than any
other country, we have one of the highest rate of childhood pover-
ty, our education costs for college keeps going up leaving college
graduates with a huge amount of debt. If we keep this up, we are
not going to be able to compete with the global economy.”

Students had their chance to ask the Senator about issues that
were on their minds as well. Philosophical differences aside,
Sanders embraced the high school students’ views and opinions
about the role of government in health care, education, taxes and
the monetary system. When Sanders asked students whether they
agree that the government  should help pay for their college edu-
cation, Dylan Ward, a senior at BFUHS said no.

“I’d like to make the point that the U.S. Government really does-
n’t have the money,” Ward said. “With a trillion dollars of debt, what
you would have to do to start a program like that would create more
debt, dumping on future generations, or you’d have to print off more
money, which would create higher inflation.”  

Other students asked Sanders about veterans benefits, carbon
emissions and internet censorship.
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Westminster will hold its annual Rabies Clinic at
the Town Garage on Saturday, March 24 from 10
a.m. to  noon, held by the Rockingham Veterinary
Clinic. The cost is $10 per rabies shot, and 2012
dog licenses will be available.

WARNING FOR ANNUAL MEETING

WESTMINSTER, VERMONT TOWN FIRE DISTRICT NUMBER 3
WESTMINSTER, VERMONT TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

TOWN OF WESTMINSTER, VERMONT

The legal voters of the Westminster Town Fire District #3,
Westminster Town School District, and the Town of
Westminster are hereby notified and warned to meet at the
Bellows Falls Union High School Auditorium in Westminster,
Vermont on Saturday March 3, 2012 at ten o’clock in the morn-
ing (10 A.M.) to take action on the Articles following Article 1.

The meeting will be recessed to the Westminster Institute, East
Parish, Westminster, Vermont to meet at eight o’clock in the-
forenoon (8 A.M.) on Tuesday, March 6, 2012 for the considera-
tion of Article 1 by Australian Ballot. The polls shall remain
open until seven o’clock in the evening (7 P.M.) at which time the
meeting will recess to meet at the Bellows Falls Union High
School Auditorium at eight o’clock in the evening (8 P.M.) on
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 to consider any remaining articles, if
necessary.

Article 1: To choose all Town Fire District Number 3 Officers,
Town School District Officers, and Town Officers. (Australian
ballot, Tuesday, March 6, 2012 from eight o’clock in the
forenoon (8 A.M.) until seven o’clock in the evening (7 P.M.)

Article 2: To hear the reports of the Town Fire District Number
3 and to take action thereon.

Article 3: To see whether Town Fire District Number three shall
raise and appropriate money to pay the indebtedness and other
general expenses of the District for the Fiscal Year beginning
July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013; and if so, how much?

Article 4: To see whether Town Fire District Number 3 shall
authorize and instruct its Prudential Committee and Treasure
to borrow money, if necessary to meet current expenses, on the
credit of the District, in anticipation of collection of taxes
and/or receipt of any State or Federal Funds.

Article 5: To see whether Town Fire District Number 3 shall
adopt the proposed Westminster Fire and Rescue Service
Reimbursement Ordinance.

Article 6: To transact any other proper business to be brought
before the Town Fire District Number 3 annual meeting.

Article 7: To hear the reports of the Town School District
Officers for the last year and to take action thereon.

Copies of Town Reports will be available February 16, 2012
at the Westminster Town Hall, Westminster West School,
Westminster West Library, Westminster Center School,

Butterfield Library and the Health Center in Bellows Falls.
The Town shall mail or distribute a copy of the report to any
voter or resident upon request. To do so please contact the

Town office at 722-4255

Above left, Southeastern Vermont Community Action Executive Director Stephen Geller, left, presents Senator Bernie Sanders
with the “Courageous Leadership in Public Service Award” on behalf of the Northern New England Community Action Council.
Sen. Sanders took time to meet with SEVCA staff to discuss the problems currently faced by low-income families in Vermont.
From left, Geller; SEVCA Development Director Lisa Jane Clarke; Sen. Bernie Sanders; SEVCA Family Services Director Pat
Burke; SEVCA Crisis Resolution Outreach Worker Libby Bennett. In right photo, Sen Sanders at BFUHS.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAzETTE

$25 monthly business card ad
on this page...

Increased per card size.
$125 for 6 months

$250 for 12 months

$150 for 12 months (page 8)
Business of the Month

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front
on-line at:

http://westminster.govoffice.com
Need Adobe Reader to open 

& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

January Mystery Photo

Wi-Fi available upon request

(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Community Nurse
Trudy Byington, R.N.

P.O. Box 312 802-722-3607
Westminster, VT 05158  wecares@sover.net

Where is this building located?  What year was this flood?
Answers:  It’s the Allen Bros building located on U S Route 5 

during the flood of March 1968.
The only correct guess for January’s picture was from Mark Lund

Have any old, local photos to share with The Gazette? If so, see
page 5.

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Compass School would like to say congratulations to our seniors
on their many college acceptances: Bennington, Prescott, Ursinus,
UVM Honors College, Ithaca, Wheaton, Green Mountain College . 

It is particularly rewarding to hear of the many scholarship offers
to our seniors in recognition of their many accomplishments during
high school. 

Compass School Congratulates
Graduating Seniors on
College Acceptances
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The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met Jan. 4 at the
Westminster Fire House. Westminster Cares creates opportunities
for seniors and disabled adults to live with independence and dig-
nity in the community. Your support to this care-giving organization
is a way for all of us to take care of our friends. 

Four new board members were introduced for three year terms:
Heidi Anderson, Barbara Carey, Miriam Lanata and Sally Ryea.
Other board members include Connie Sanderson, President, Susan
Clifford, Vice President, Pete Harrison, Treasurer, Nan Blanchard,
Don Dawson, Kathy Elliot, Susan Harlow and Arnie Knowlton. Karen
Walter and Phyllis Anderson are members emeritus. 

Services provided: Meals on Wheels -8 people are now on meals.  
Transportation – During December, 7 different volunteers provid-

ed 20 rides for 6 different people for a total of 450 miles. 
Nursing program:  During December our nurse visited 2 different

homes in Westminster for a total of 2.5 hours 
Equipment loan – more than 15 pieces of equipment loaned out

in December. We currently need wheelchairs in good condition. 
Meetings attended in December: bookkeeper, Gazette,

Development Director, Putney Cares.
Programs in December: 2 Secrets of Healthy Aging session, 3

Yoga classes, 18 Strength Training classes held and 2 Artist in
Each of Us classes. 

Equipment available: Wheelchair, walkers, hospital bed, com-
modes, shower chairs, etc. 

Memorial Donations through Jan. 18:
In memory of Norah Payne from The Fancy Fillys Red Hatters

In memory of Linda K. from Carol & Real Bazin
In memory of Ralph Harlow from Paul Harlow
In memory of Barbara & Walter Smith from Robert & Marylou Smith
In honor of Karen Walter from Kathleen Pirruccello
In memory of Eleanor Peck from Lois Barber
In memory of Anne Fairchild from Carolyn Fairchild
In memory of Frank Walter from anonymous
In memory of Fran Streeter from Jane Savoy
In memory of Mary Howard from anonymous
In memory of Norah Payne from Bill and Joan Smidutz
In memory Madeline G Law from The Vermont Country Store
In memory of Henry H. Anderson from Don Anderson
In memory of Frank Walter, Hank Anderson, Norah Payne and

Izzy Parda from Mary and Fred Robling 
In memory of Al “Junie” Hinds from Mary Brandt
In memory of Norah Payne, Fran Streeter, Marie Wright, Frank

Walter, Hank Anderson, Bridget Reynolds & Jerry Prozzo from
Kathy and Tony Elliott

In memory of Jean Steitz with love from Caitlin & Peter Adair
In memory of Millie Ward from Bev Major
In memory of Norah Payne from Bev Major
In memory of Signa Buck from Walter Jennison
Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster Cares,

volunteering to deliver meals on wheels or driving neighbors to doc-
tor appointments, working on a committee, making a contribution or
donation in memory of, or attending a workshop, may contact
Ronnie Friedman at 722-3607, e-mail wecares@sover.net or send
to Westminster Cares, PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158.
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UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 27
(BELLOWS FALLS UNION HIGH SCHOOL)

ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2012 at 7 p.m. in the BFUHS

Auditorium

ANNUAL TOWN, SCHOOL & FIRE DISTRICT
#3 MEETING

Saturday, March 3, 2012 at 10 a.m. in the BFUHS
Auditorium

TOWN MEETING DAY
Vote on Australian ballot articles on Tuesday, March 6,
2012 from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Westminster Institute

LAST DAY TO BE ADDED TO THE
CHECKLIST TO VOTE

Union High School District No. 27 Meeting
5 p.m. on Feb. 15, 2012
Annual Town Meeting

5 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012

tHE ANNUAL TOWN, SCHOOL AND FIRE DISTRICT MEETING IS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012.
VOTING BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOTIS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2012.

THE UHSD #27 (BELLOWS FALLS UNION HIGH SCHOOL) ANNUAL MEETING IS ON  WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22, 2012
ELECTED OFFICIALS WITH TERMS EXPIRING MARCH 6, 2012 ARE THE FOLLOWING:

MODERATOR (Town, School, Fire) 1 Year Incumbent: Fletcher Proctor  Candidate: Fletcher Proctor
TOWN AGENT 1 Year Incumbent: Fletcher Proctor  Candidate: Fletcher Proctor
TOWN CLERK  3 Years Incumbent: Doreen Woodward Candidate: Doreen Woodward
TOWN TREASURER  3 Years Incumbent: Doreen Woodward Candidate: Doreen Woodward
SELECTBOARD 3 Years Incumbent: Peter Barrett  Candidate: Nathan Stoddard
SELECTBOARD 2 Years Incumbent: Jeffrey Ruggiero  Candidate: Peter Barrett
LISTER 3 Years Incumbent: Michael Fawcett  Candidate: Michael Fawcett
TOWN GRAND JUROR 1 Year Incumbent: Margaret O’Toole Candidate: Margaret O’Toole
TOWN GRAND JUROR 1 Year Incumbent: Malcolm (Sam) Streeter  Candidate: Malcolm (Sam) Streeter
COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Year Incumbent: Karen Walter   Candidate: Karen Walter 
COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Year Incumbent: Ila Mitchell   Candidate: Ila Mitchell 
COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Incumbent: Year Vacant   Candidate: Vacant 
TRUSTEE, CAMPBELL FUND 3 Years Incumbent: Michael Fawcett   Candidate: Michael Fawcett
TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC FUNDS  3 Years Incumbent: Michael Fawcett   Candidate: Michael Fawcett
TOWN SCHOOL DIRECTOR 3 Years  Incumbent: Daniel Axtell   Candidate: Daniel Axtell
TOWN SCHOOL DIRECTOR  2 Year  Incumbent: Richard Miller    Candidates: Tammy Kissell, Ian Sbardellati
UHS DISTRICT #27 DIRECTOR  3 Years  Incumbent: David M. Clark   Candidate: David M. Clark
FIRE DISTRICT #3 PRUDENTIAL 3 Years Incumbent: Christopher Hackett   Candidate: Christopher Hackett

News from Westminster Cares

Who Is Running for What: Westminster’s Line-Up Of Candidates

Free Child Care for Annual Town Meeting
Sponsored by the Town of Westminster Child Care provided by

the Meeting Waters YMCA

When: Saturday March 3, 2012 from 9:45am-end of meeting

What: Fun, enriching activities for Westminster children ages 6
months and up. Please send bag lunch or plan to attend the lun-
cheon with your child. Snack will be provided in the afternoon

Where: Bellows Falls Union High School

How: In order for the Meeting Waters YMCA to plan its staffing,
activities and snack, Pre-registration is required. You can pick up
a form at the town hall or contact: Bellows Falls YMCA at 802-
463-4769.

The Forms are also going to be available at the Westminster
Schools. Send them or Fax them to:

Meetings Waters YMCA
66 Atkinson Street

Bellows Falls, VT 05101
Or Fax (802) 463-3347
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The Master Gardener 2012 Course
by Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

I was in my late 40's when I began to realize that I had a passion for some-
thing more than just throwing seeds into my veggie garden. I started watch-
ing the insects, the birds, and all the rest of the daily activity around my veg-
etable and ornamental gardens to discover for myself first-hand what was
good and what was bad for my plants. I read a lot of informational and refer-
ence books, and I went on-line to find out what other gardeners would do to
clear up problems or just to produce better plants. It wasn't until I accidently
stumbled upon an article about "Master Gardeners" when I realized I had
finally found just what I was looking for.

The Master Gardener program was first founded by the Washington State
University Cooperative Extension in 1972. It was created in the hopes of alle-
viating some of the burden the University had in helping farmers and home
horticulturists in growing better and safer fruits and vegetables as well as a
faster warning system in spreading the word about pests and invasive plants
and insects. The program was so successful that eventually all 50 states had a
curriculum for Master Gardeners which has now spread to four Canadian
provinces as well. Today there are more than 95,000 active Extension Master
Gardeners who serve over 5,000,000 volunteer hours per year to their com-
munities.

Master Gardeners are trained first and foremost in advising and educating
farm and home gardeners on growing ornamentals and vegetables and fruits
in addition to warning the public about potential and deadly invasive plants,
diseases and insects that could or have upset our local ecology. There are
many ways for us to reach out to people - one on one, group teachings, and
various forms of media such as Web sites, newspaper and television.

But as an added bonus for ourselves, we also have the opportunity to learn
from a vast network that includes all the resources from the Extension ser-
vices offered through our state universities including professors, teachers,

writers, botanists, entomologists and many other professionals as well as con-
tact with thousands of other everyday people, just like us, who have the same
interests and desires to learn as much we can about the subject we crave the
most - gardening!

Do you want to know how to grow larger garlic bulbs? Want to know what
are the hardiest types of fruit trees for our area? Have you heard about the
invasive long-horned beetle and want to know what you can do about it? What
is integrated pest management, and how does it apply to you and your com-
munity? How can you get rid of milky white spores? Vermont Master
Gardeners are trained to help with these questions and much, much more.
Wouldn't you like to know how you can help, too?

So, here's the most important question that you should know the answer to:
how can you become a Master Gardener? The 2012 course is just about to
begin, and you can either go to the website www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ to
instantly download your registration form or call (802) 656-9562 for registra-
tion details. This year's course will run on Tuesday evenings from 6:15 to 9
p.m. beginning Feb. 7 through May 1 in Brattleboro, Springfield and many
other sites around the state. For a small fee, you will receive the Vermont
Master Gardener Handbook and intensive training each night from the pro-
fessors and other professionals associated with the University of Vermont.
Once you've graduated, you will join the rest of us as a volunteer in helping
others to become better gardeners. Hope to see you there!

Would you like more information about the Master Gardener course or
what it can do for you? The Master Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help
you with all your gardening needs. Call their Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-
2230, send questions by email to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visit their Web
site at www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for extensive information.

The information submitted to the Planning Commission thus far -
is that residents want more affordable housing and more commer-
cial development and more land zoned for commercial develop-
ment, while still protecting natural resources. There is also some
concern that there are not enough local employment opportunities.
Many early survey respondents recommended more walking paths,
sidewalks and bicycles trails, and adding or improving other com-
munity recreational resources. The Planning Commission needs
the input of as many residents as possible to complete the review
of the Town Plan, required to be completed and approved before
September, 2012.

Instructions on how to submit your wishes on the Town Planning
Survey:

A) To get a survey, call the Town Office [722-4255] and ask to
have one mailed to you.

B) To get a survey, stop at the Town Hall and ask for one.
C) To get a survey using a computer, go to the Town Web site and

find the new short and simpler survey for 2012 and print a blank
copy for yourself. (Note that there is a longer online survey for 2011
that is only for those who have high speed internet and like to write
on a computer.)

TO SUBMIT YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY:
A) Fill it out and mail it back, to Town Survey, P.O. Box 147,

Westminster, VT 05158.
B) Fill it out and drop it off at the Town Hall.
No identifying numbers are needed:
No one has been asked to use any identifying numbers, but you

should enter your name and address on the survey so that we know
it is being submitted by a Westminster resident. We are not using
this survey to learn the wishes of people who do not live in
Westminster. Answer only the questions you choose:

Since you are submitting your survey responses on paper in writ-
ing, you can respond only to the questions that you want to respond
to and leave the others blank. You can wait until the 2012 Town
Meeting to submit your survey if you wish.

The current Planning Commission Chair Person is John Me
deiros, phone 722-4308, e-mail jmedeiros1234@comcast.net.

Short and Simple Survey (2012)
For Participation in Town Plan Review

Compass School in Westminster is hosting an Open House on
Tuesday, Feb. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. Compass School serves 7-12
grades since 1999 with a relevant, rigorous, and respectful learning
opportunity. We welcome prospective students and their families
for dinner ,tour, and presentation. 

Please RSVP and/or ask questions of Admissions Director Betsy
Jaffe at 802-463-2517, betsy@compass-school.org or visit
www.compass-school.org. Compass School is at 7892 US Route 5.

Compass School Open House Feb. 7

My name is Fletcher Proctor. It has been my privilege to serve as
your moderator for the past few years and I ask your support in
doing so again. 

I believe strongly in the institution of town meeting and am hon-
ored that you have chosen me to facilitate ours. I apologize for the
fact that I am listed three times on the ballot, separately for the
town, school, and fire district positions, but it is as the Secretary of
State decrees. I ask your support for all three positions  I also ask
your support to continue as your town agent. Thank you.

My name is Tammy Kissell and I am running for the Westminster
Center School Board.

I am a native of Vermont who has lived in Westminster for 30
years. I reside with my family on Daigel Road, on a Dairy/Beef
farm. For the past six years I have been the owner and operator of
a hair salon, Perfect Creations, also located in Westminster.

From 1987 to 2004, both of my children attended Westminster
School. I witnessed many changes during that 17 year span, some
were positive and some were not. I now have grandchildren who will
soon be attending this school, and I have high hopes for the educa-
tional as well as the social experience they will encounter there.

This is why I feel that as a resident and business owner of
Westminster, I believe it is extremely important for me to be
involved in our community. For the past four months I have been
involved with the Sub Committee for Land Use, which is part of the
new revised five year Town Plan. The purpose of this group is to
reevaluate the future of Westminster’s land use, in order to attract
young families to the area.

In closing, I ask that you please come out to the polls on March
6 and let your voice be heard. Let’s all work together to make our
wonderful town of Westminster the best it can be.

Kissell Seeks School Board Seat

Proctor Seeks Moderator Post

Voters of Westminster:
My name is Peter E. Barrett. I am running for the two year term

on the Westminster Selectboard. There are a few issues that I
would like to follow through on.

It is time to update the town personnel policy. I was involved 10
years ago in the last update and would like the opportunity to be
involved in this update also. Job descriptions and town purchasing
are definitely two areas we need to look at.

Also, following through on Hurricane Irene issues and financing
of the storm. We also still have a Bemis Hill thunderstorm that
FEMA has not paid us for yet. We are told that this could take 12 to
18 months before the money will be available. Everyone is hoping
FEMA will eventually come up with 90 percent of the town's cost for
the storms.

I would like to thank you for your support in the past and hope you
will continue your support in this election.

Barrett Running for Selectboard
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

Send Your News To: 
westminsternews@gmail.com

or check us out on the Town’s Web site

You may e-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com or 
wminster@comcast.net  or phone Babs Lynde at 722-9516.

The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.
October Answer: On Page (2) 
October Winners: Taryn Darrell, age 8, grade 3 at Westminster Central Elementary and Norm
Wright

If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery photo stop by the town
office and see Babs Lynde. 

We are looking for more mystery pictures. Have any?

Question:  What street is being torn up by the excavator?
What was the reason & what year?

Extra Points for correctly guessing the 2 individuals in the
picture

Regifting – the Gift that keeps on
Giving…to Westminster Cares

By DON DAWSON

Two years ago, I was given a very high-end tool kit by a business
associate whom I didn’t know well and who obviously didn’t know
me well either. I have tools, tons of ‘em, literally and figuratively. In
fact, my wife tends to think I have way too many already. So,
although the gift of a nice assortment of Allen wrenches, adjustable
wrenches, screwdrivers, hexdrivers, ratchets and sockets, ham-
mers (large and small), along with many other tool accessories was
a very nice thought, it was something that I truly did not need.

It sat on a shelf for a full year before I thought…..”Hey, my broth-
er would love this.” So I regifted the tool kit. I had a small hint of
guilt (and a tear in my eye. I mean, it was a really, really nice tool
kit) but I did it anyway. At least someone would put it to good use.
I sent it to my brother for the holidays and, although he was a little
underwhelmed by the gift (mostly because I think it sent the mes-
sage ‘fix up your house’), he was appreciative.

Last year, Westminster Cares started an eBay store to raise
funds to continue our efforts supporting the aging community of
Westminster. With the holidays wrapped up, please keep our store
in mind if you might possibly have any item that qualifies for 
“regifting.”

Much like the aforementioned tool kit, if you find yourself with
three coffeemakers, two sets of computer speakers or, for some
odd reason, six sets of silverware, we would greatly appreciate it if
you would donate any of the items to the Westminster Cares eBay
Store. The only caveat to that request would be that the items have
at least $25 worth of value and that they be in great condition.

Your regift will help us with our work in the community. We offer
Meals-on-Wheels, a local nurse who visits our seniors, and trans-
portation for those in need, as well as medical equipment that can
be loaned to those who require it.

We want to thank everyone in the community who has already
provided items for our store and also for our SEVCA flea market
booth. Your continued support of our program is greatly 
appreciated.

“Old age ain’t no place for sissies,” Bette Davis said. Well,
sissies or not, we’re all headed for that place. And the better we
know the geography, the easier it will be to navigate.
“Aged in Vermont” is a monthly article on aging issues, orga-

nized by Westminster Cares. We’re asking local professionals
and residents with an interest in these issues to write them.

The articles are not just reading material for the “aged.”
Young, old and middle-aged readers   – anyone with an elderly
parent, relative or friend, or who just wants to learn about these
important issues that affect us all  – is invited to take a look.
Remember: “It’s not how old you are; it’s how you are old.”

We address such topics as losing a pet, sleeping problems,
supplements, advanced directives and creativity. We explore
questions such as should I move to town? and decision making:
whose life is this anyway?

Ideas for future columns? Would you like to write one? E-mail
Ronnie Friedman at wecares@sover.net.

News from the Westminster
Volunteer Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meet-
ings at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill
on the third Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the second
Tuesday of the month. 

Next association meeting Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. 
The Prudential Committee meets on the first and third Monday after the

first Tuesday at 7 p.m. February meetings: Feb. 13 and 27.      
Number of calls in December: 23
Number of man hours spent: 5,880
Number of calls through Jan. 31 : 25 
Number of man hours spent: 6,110
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 25
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 238
We felt this was especially important because of the tragic loss of five

members of one family in Connecticut on Christmas day. Someone put
ashes from a fireplace in a paper bag and set them out on a wood floor
porch. It seems like a no brainer, but it’s worth a reminder. Don’t even put
cold ashes in a paper bag. 

Coals and ashes: When removing coals and ashes from a wood stove
or fireplace, first put them in a covered metal, repeat, metal container.
Then put them outside away from the house or other buildings. Several
homes are lost each year when ashes are left in a container on a wood
floor, porch or deck or left too close to a building that a spark could reach.
Don’t ever assume that the ashes are not hot. They can stay warm and
cause a fire for several days. 

Fire Extinguishers: Check dates and gauges on a regular basis to be
sure they are ready to use. The gauge needs to be in the green. Once a
year, tip the extinguisher upside down to be sure the contents haven’t
dried up and it still moves. Remember that the extinguisher can only do its
job for the first 30 seconds of the fire and will operate for only 10 seconds.
Be prepared to call 911. Know how to operate the extinguisher. Learn the
word PASS. P means pull the pin, A means aim the nozzle, S means
squeeze the trigger, and the second S means sweep as in moving over
the fire. Fire department personnel are always available for advice.   

Thin Ice: Be careful when using ponds and lakes for skating. The ice
will be very thin at first and unsafe for skating or walking on. Be very sure
of the thickness before venturing out on them. Inform and educate your
children often about the dangers. 

There will be an Open Mic on Saturday, Feb. 18 at the
Westminster Institute fomr 7:30 to 10 p.m.

There will be a Coffee House, come sit with neighbors and enjoy
the music with coffee, tea and desserts available.

Donations are appreciated.
Sponsored by the Westminster Activities Commission.

Open Mic Night at the 
Westminster Institute
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There is an opening for Assistant Director for Westminster Cares.
The position is part-time. Responsibilities include working to further
the programs and services of WC, fund-raising, event-planning,
etc. 

Experience in social service programs and fund-raising is
desired. Please send a letter of interest and resume to Westminster

Cares, PO Box 312, Westminster, VT 05158 or
e-mail wecares@sover.net

Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend at
the First Congregational Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls GalleryWalk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information
Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays & Thursdays at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster
from 9 to 10 a.m. or at the Westminster West
Church from 6 to 7 p.m. Call Westminster
Cares  for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids. All our yarn is
from community donation and we distribute
our completed work to all area schools and
Parks Place. More knitters at all skill levels
are wanted and we can promise you an
enjoyable experience. For details or to
donate yarn contact Caroline at 463-4653.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster United Church of Christ
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  Sunday School is held at 10 a.m.
from September to May. The church has a
ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as
a handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Congregational Church of
Westminster West (UCC Church) 
Sunday Worship is at 10 a.m. Holy
Communion service is held on the first
Sunday of every month. Prayer service is
held on Thursdays, 12:30 to 12:50 p.m.
Child care and Sunday School are available
during worship hour. Choir meets most
Sundays at 9 a.m. Fully wheelchair accessi-
ble. Open and affirming. Susie Webster-
Toleno, minister.
New Church Office Hours: Webster-Toleno
will be at the church Monday from 1to 4 p.m.
and Thursday and Friday mornings until
12:30.  Feel free to drop by, but it’s a good
idea to call if you really want to catch her, as
she sometimes steps out to visit people in
their homes or the hospital.  She can be
reached at the Church during her office hours
at 387-2334, or a message may be left for her
at home 254-4142 or by e-mail at
ccww@sover.net.

Meetings

The Deadline for
The March 2012 

Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is

Wednesday, February 29th
by 5 p.m.

Publish Date Tuesday 
March 6th

Volunteers Needed
to deliver the

Westminster Gazette
to local designated
drop off locations.
Must have your

own transportation.
&

Qualifies for
Community Service Hours

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. in
the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 23 at 7:30 a.m.

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station
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The Compass School in Westminster will be hosting a “Paying for
College” program on Thursday, Feb. 16 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Hosted by Linda Quimby, Director of Admissions at Franklin
Pierce College, and Cathy Mullen, Director of Financial Aid at
Vermont Law School, participants will get the inside scoop on
applying for financial aid. 

It will be fun and informative. Light refreshments will be served.
RSVP to Admissions Director Betsy Jaffe at betsy@compass-
school.org or 463-2517. 

Compass School is just north of Bellows Falls High School at
7892 US Route 5 in Westminster. 

Visit the Web site at www.compass-school.org.

Compass School: Paying for College 

Westminster CAres Seeks Asst. Dir.
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Kurn Hattin Homes School
Principal, Scotty Tabachnick has
a lot of experience with Diversity.
He was he Diversity teacher at
Brattleboro Union High school
and earned A WORLD OF DIF-
FERENCE Institute Teacher
Recognition Award by the Anti-
Defamation League New
England Region in 2006. He was
very excited to facilitate this
event at Kurn Hattin. “I believe that Diversity Education is an
essential and often overlooked element of a balanced K-8 curricu-
lum. America’s Diversity is one of our greatest strengths and a
source of national pride for all of us.” We had a variety of local
guest educators come to work with our children to help them to
consider aspects and issues related to Diversity in the United
States. The presenters were: Nancy Clingan is a case coordinator
at Kurn Hattin Homes. She has worked with White Privilege and
Undoing Racism organizations, has volunteered at the Brattleboro
Aids Project and Hospice programs and is a trained sex educator,
art therapist and play therapist. She is also the Director of a
women’s empowerment organization called Making the Most of I.

The Common Ground Multicultural Club provides a forum for
Keene State University students interested in the issues of diversi-
ty and multiculturalism to get together, provide support to one
another, and organize social and educational events that have a

multicultural focus.
Kate Fleming is an advocate and educator and works for the

Women’s Freedom Center.

Curtiss Reed and Shela Linton are student and family advocates
and educators. They work for Vermont Partnership for Fairness
and Diversity. He is the Executive Director.

Moonlight and Morning Star create programs for adults and chil-
dren on the themes of social justice, cultural understanding and
the honoring of the earth and all of its inhabitants.
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Spaulding & Madden Tax Services
5111 US Route 5

Westminster Station, VT  05159

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

TAX TIME IS HERE AND SO ARE WE

Annette Spaulding, Patrick Madden and staff
look forward to helping you again

in filing your 2011 tax returns.

Let us take away the stress
from this year’s new IRS and State tax law changes.

For your convenience, we also offer
Refund Transfer service so your preparation fees

can be paid directly from your tax refund.

Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 8:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sunday By Appointment

Call now to make your appointment
(802)722-4500

Westminster elementary students entertained family and friends
with an All-school Concert of favorite songs at the Center School
gym, Wednesday evening, Jan. 25. 

Selections ranged from traditional and international favorites (Hi-
ho, the Rattlin' Bog, El Gato and We Shall Overcome) to current
hits (Forget You and I Wanna Talk about Me!). Vocal soloists sere-
naded the packed gym with A Thousand Years, Jingle Bells,
Sunrise and a song from Cats. Band students performed a Jingle
Bells arrangement and some folk songs. Each class group as well
as the 5th and 6th grade chorus performed. Visitors were thrilled by
student talent and dedication! 

Thanks to all who joined us, to the many staff and students who
helped prepare for and put on the show, and to our gifted and
encouraging music teacher, Ashley Paine.

Westminster All School Concert

Kurn Hattin Celebrates Diversity Week With Music

Warm Socks Distributed by SEVCA
Each year, with the goal to get warm socks out to children who

need them most, the Vermont Caring Foundation has coordinated
an effort called the “Blue Socks for Kids” Project in partnership with
Cabot Mills and Darn Tough Vermont in Northfield and regional
Community Action Programs to help keep some of Vermont’s most
vulnerable children a little warmer this winter. “Blue Socks for Kids”
has distributed more than 40,000 pairs of socks at a cost of more
than $100,000 over the four years the project has operated.

The Vermont Caring Foundation is a charitable, non-profit foun-
dation formed by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Vermont. The
Foundation’s mission is to work to promote and improve the health
of Vermonters, particularly children and teenagers. The Foundation
purchased approximately 8,400 pairs of new children’s socks from
Cabot Mills, Vermont’s only sock manufacturer. The company has
been making socks in Vermont since 1978, and currently employs
about 100 Vermonters.

Families in Windham County who have a need for socks for their
children can contact SEVCA Family Services Outreach Workers
Mindy Bussino at the Springfield Office at (802) 885-6153, Cathi
Haley in White River Jct. at 295-5215, Libby Bennett in Brattleboro
at 254-2795, or Susan Howes in Westminster at 722-4575.

Southeastern Vermont Community Action is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization designated by state and federal officials to
address the full range of needs of low-income residents of
Windham and Windsor Counties. In addition to providing a “safety
net” for households in financial crisis, their services help them sta-
bilize their lives, make their homes safe and energy-efficient, take
strides toward becoming self- reliant, and enable their children to
escape the cycle of poverty. 
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family

Business 
Representation

Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.257.4747
eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Cozy up this winter in your "Vermont
farms" hoodie sweatshirt or long
sleeve T. You'll find them at the
VillageSquare Booksellers and at
www.harlowfarm.com. Your purchase
helps us recoup from our Irene storm
losses. Thank you!
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February Business of the Month
Lawrence & Lober Electric
Lawrence and Lober Electric, Inc. is co-owned and operated by Rick

Hamm and James Lober.
Our number one policy is “the customer comes first”. It is our cus-

tomers who keep us in business, and it is them we need to be thankful
for.

If it were not for our customers Lawrence and Lober Electric, Inc.
would not be in business now for over 15 years. We pride ourselves on
our quality of work, our competitive rates and our qualified electricians.

There are no substitutions when it comes to quality!
Small job, large job, odd job, residential, commercial, industrial, give

us a calll and we will be there.
Thanks, from everyone at Lawrence and Lober Electric, Inc.
Rick Hamm & James Lober, Co-owners
P: 802-460-3479 C: 802-376-5760 F: 802-460-3480

susanpiday314@gmail.com

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

F  L  O  R  A  L  I  
Beautiful Things to Wear 

133 Main Street, The Tavern  Putney, VT
women’s clothing, jewels, scarves, hair jewelry

802.387.3011
Tuesday – Thursday 11-5 

Friday and Saturday 11-6   Sunday 11-4
Elisa Leigh, owner

A warehouse established by Chroma Technology and
Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to receive,
house, and distribute donations of furniture, clothing, linens, and
household goods for families and individuals who have been
impacted by Tropical Storm Irene will be closing on March 19.
Households affected by the storm who still need items are encour-
aged to make arrangements to visit the warehouse location while it
is still available. 

SEVCA Family Services Director Pat Burke notes that there has
been a tremendous outpouring from the community with donated
items, “This has played a role in helping several families get back
on their feet again, and we are grateful for their generosity.”

SEVCA will be distributing these items by appointment on
Tuesdays from 8 a.m. to noon and 4:45 to 6 p.m. and Thursdays
from 2 to  6 p.m. Other times are possible by special arrangement,
if needed.

Because the location is only available until mid-March, at this
stage, the warehouse is currently only accepting donations of cer-
tain items that are in specific demand. If you do have items to
donate, the receptionist will indicate what is needed when you call.

To make an appointment and get directions to the warehouse,
find out what items are needed, or for other information, please call
SEVCA at (802) 722-4575 or (800) 464-9951.

Irene Relief Warehouse to 
Close in March
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