
By Rick Gordon, Director

Sometimes documenting student growth over time in school can be
difficult, sometimes it can be quite easy. The end-of-semester
Presentations of Learning (POL) for middle schoolers at Compass
School push every student to new levels.

The POL process asks each seventh and eighth grader to document
and reflect on their learning for the past semester. The POL requires
every student to write two essays elaborating on significant learnings
for the term, select 10 pieces of work and “tag” each with an explana-
tion of how it shows accomplishment, evaluate progress in each sub-
ject area, list new experiences from the semester, and set goals for the
remainder of the year.

In addition to this portfolio of written work, each student must pre-
sent their POL to their classmates, teachers, and parents. While the
written reflections are challenging enough for this age group, dis-
cussing ones strengths, challenges, and goals in front of one’s peers
can be even more daunting.

It is remarkable to watch seventh graders step up to the occasion.
Lila Shaw said how nervous she was the morning of her presenta-
tion,then wowed everyone with her organization and depth of thinking.
Mathew Sawyer was a bit quiet initially, but showed courage in pre-
senting first and being a model for those who followed.

Even more stunning is to see the growth of these students from sev-
enth to eighth grade. Mina Karmen, who was so timid last year,
showed off her skills through her animation artwork and her increased
confidence in fielding questions and comments from the audience. 

Brittany Ritchie talked about her new understanding about hard
work, writing “I have changed the way I thought of teachers because
I always thought they were trying to make us miserable with heavy
loads of homework, but I realized they were trying to help us; they
were trying to get us to learn.” 

Dana Morey reflected on his improvement in every area, as he has
become a dedicated student and a reliable contributor to the school
community.

Maybe most impressive in this process is the support each middle
schooler receives from his or her peers. Even those who struggle the
most with nerves are prompted by classmates to tell about various
aspects of their learning. During the time for comments, there are
countless compliments interspersed with recommendations to not be
so hard on yourself or that we will support you on your goals. 

Adamittedly, middle schoolers are not always so reflective, support-
ive, or focused on learning. But given a structure that asks them to
think deeply, challenges them to present to a real audience, and pro-
vides support from teachers and peers, we know seventh and eighth
graders can show remarkable maturity and insight. And perhaps most
importantly, these students can find their own path to learning and
continued growth.

Compass Presentations of Learning Push Middle Schoolers
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Since the best way to get better at reading is to read,
Westminster Center School teachers Jennie Perry and Barb
Whitehead teamed their classes up to read together. Sixth graders
visit the second grade classroom, settle in with partners, and read
aloud to each other. 

Second graders said, “It’s really fun to read to the 6th graders.”
And a sixth grader noted, “It’s good practice for them to read aloud.” 

Because the younger students’ books are shorter, they all get to
read a variety of books. Youngers and Olders agree it’s also a great
way to get to know each other.

Second grade teacher Jennie Perry says it has made a difference
in her students’ reading fluency. The sixth grade teacher, Barb
Whitehead, commented that it’s great to watch the kids building
relationships, and this program has allowed the teachers to support
each other assessing student progress. For both children and their
teachers, the Buddy Reading Program has been a fun way to learn.

Teaming Up Makes Reading Fun

An Important Reminder:
The final installment of 2011-2012

property taxes are due on Feb. 10.
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
GAZETTE

$25 monthly business card ad
on this page...

Increased per card size.
$125 for 6 months

$250 for 12 months

$150 for 12 months (page 8)
Business of the Month

$10 Box Ad on Bottom Front
on-line at:

http://westminster.govoffice.com
Need Adobe Reader to open 

& high speed internet

K. BEEBE, INC
CABLE TOOL WELL DRILLING

PUMP SERVICE
Plumbing & Heating

Established 1946
FULLY INSURED * ESTIMATES GIVEN

CALL 463-3725
51 SAXTONS RIVER ROAD*

BELLOWS FALLS

December  Mystery Photo

Wi-Fi available upon request

(Building, Remodeling & Repairs)

Community Nurse
Trudy Byington, R.N.

P.O. Box 312 802-722-3607
Westminster, VT 05158  wecares@sover.net

This was the Moore farm - the photo was taken in 1925 - at the
end of Minard Road off from the Westminster West Road. Shortly
after the photo was taken, the farm was engulfed in a massive fire,
and everything was burned to the ground including the death of
many of the farm animals. The picture was identified correctly by
Artie Aiken.

Have any old, local photos to share with The Gazette? If so, see
page 5.

For More Information:  Web:  www.crtransit.org
      Phone: 1-802-460-RIDERIDE (7433)
      Toll Free:  1-888-869-6287
      Fax:  1-802-460-1004

Visit us at our new location:  706 Rockingham Road, Rockingham, Vermont  05101

Let The CurrentThe Current take you there!
We have a new look, but we’re the same safe, reliable service you’ve come to depend on. 

When you call The CurrentThe Current, you’ll get the same helpful, 
professional sta�  answering the phone.

 When you board The CurrentThe Current buses, the same professional drivers will take you where 
you need to go. 

Why change the look?
In a rural region, many residents don’t know public transit exists! 

The goal of The Current’sThe Current’s look is to make it di�  cult NOT to notice us. 
The more people notice public transit, the more they are likely to 

get out of their cars and onto a bus! 
When you leave your car behind and ride The CurrentThe Current, you decrease your energy

 consumption, improve environmental quality, and save commuting costs. 
If you are unable to drive or don’t have transportation, you can bene� t by riding on our 

Dial-a-Ride and volunteer network.    
We Provide the Ride... so please tell us how we can improve to make that happen for you.
 Thank you for riding Connecticut River Transit last year and The CurrentThe Current this year.

We Provide the Ride!

Bellows Falls – Brattleboro Commuter Schedule
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Bellows Falls to Brattleboro Brattleboro to Bellows Falls
M
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G 5:45 6:00 6:02  — 6:07 6:09 6:12 6:25 6:27 6:37 W 6:44 7:00
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IN
G 7:00 7:02 7:12 7:17 7:26 7:28 7:40 7:44 7:47 7:50 8:00 —

— 8:00 8:02 — 8:07 8:09 8:12 8:25 8:27 8:37 W 8:44 9:00 9:00 9:02 9:12 9:17 9:26 9:28 9:40 9:44 9:47 9:50 10:00 10:15
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1:55 2:10 2:12 2:15 2:17 2:19 2:22 2:35 2:37 2:47 2:51 2:54 3:10

AF
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3:10 — 3:22 3:27 3:36 3:38 3:50 3:54 3:57 W 4:10 —

— 4:10 4:12 4:15  4:17 4:19 4:22 4:35 4:37 4:47 4:51 4:54 5:10 5:10 5:12 5:22 5:27 5:36 5:38 5:50 5:54 5:57 W 6:05 6:20

W = Wave-down stops (See page 4-5)   — = Bus does not stop at  this time  † = E� ective March 30, 2009

  
 

Cole Streeter
(802)722-3178

Box 103
Westminster, VT 05158

Each year the Friends of the
Rockingham Library offer a cal-
endar featuring local images
from the library's archives.

The 2012 calendar is a tribute
to the historic bridges of
Rockingham, including the
majestic arch bridge in Bellows
Falls, the simple and elegant Saxtons River iron bridge, and most
notably the bridge in Bartonsville that was lost during Irene.   

The calendar is available at the library and Village Square
Booksellers in Bellows Falls.  

Historic Bridges Calendar Available
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News from Westminster Cares

The Westminster Cares, Inc. Board of Directors met on Dec.
7 at the Westminster Fire House at 4 p.m.  Westminster Cares
creates opportunities for seniors and disabled adults to live
with independence and dignity in the community.  Your sup-
port to this care-giving organization is a way for all of us to
take care of our friends. 

Services provided:  Meals on Wheels - nine people are now
on meals.  

Transportation – During the month of November, nine differ-
ent volunteers provided 20 rides for four different people for a
total of 536 miles. 

Nursing program:  During November our nurse visited nine
different homes in Westminster for 15 hours plus one blood
pressure clinic at senior meals on the second Thursday of
each month at the Westminster Congregational Church.  

Equipment loan – several pieces of medical equipment
loaned and many pieces donated to us. 

Meetings attended in November: bookkeeper, Gazette,
Development Director, Putney Cares and Growing Strong
exercise program in Barre. 

Programs :   Two Secrets of Healthy Aging session, four
Yoga classes,  24 Strength Training classes held and  four
Artist in Each of Us classes. 

Anyone interested in learning more about Westminster
Cares, volunteering to deliver meals on wheels or driving
neighbors to doctor appointments, working on a committee,
making a contribution or attending a workshop may contact
Ronnie Friedman at 722-3607 or by e-mail at
wecares@sover.net.

Equipment available: Wheelchair, walkers, hospital bed,
commodes, shower chairs, etc. 

Memorial Donations for November through Dec. 26.
NOVEMBER

The following have given money in memory of Millie Ward:
The Walpole Savings Bank, William and Shirley Ward,  the

families of Milan Cook, Kenneth Cook and Melody Cassista,
Lindley Squires,  Paul & Lillian Chaffee, Pat and Bob Haas,
Mildred D. Simpson,  Marjorie Simpson and Joyce and Harold
Ranney  and Luella French.

DECEMBER
In memory of Norah Payne from Alma Beals, Phyllis

Anderson, Mike and Linda Fawcett, Pauline Kissell, Robert
Rhodes, Barbara Dyer, Laurie Alberts,  Regena Cote, Celia
and Paul Pearson, Janice Wojcik, Lester Cook

In memory of Frank Walter from Karen Walter and David and
Ingrid Buckley

In memory of Jim Grandy from Ruth Grandy
In memory of Kathleen Hallock from Gordon Fontaine, Jr.
In memory of Alice and Harold Shattuck from Barb

Greenough & Ken Flagg
In memory of Almon Flagg from Barb Greenough and Ken

Flagg
In memory of Frank Walter and Hank Anderson from

Marlene Kramer
In memory of Millie Ward from Joyce and Harold Ranney

and Luella French
In memory of Camilla Arnold from William Arnold
In memory of Jeanne Neville from Shauna Wall
In honor of Mildred Friedman from Delvina Kearney
In memory of Missy Fine from Cyndy Fine

In memory of Arthur Madore from Together We Can
In memory of Raymond Lemme from Kirk Hemelberg
In memory of Albert French from Jane French and family
In memory of Caro Duval and Joanne Duval from Richard

and Karen Stratton, Jr.
In memory of Cole Rapini from Alice Welch
In memory of Bridget Reynolds from Jean Ward
In honor of Susan Clifford from Patrick Clark
In memory of Donat A. Perrault from John T. & Suzanne

Stoodley
In memory of Paulla Stetson from Richard Stetson
In memory of Bernie Cook from Ila Mitchell and Lester Cook
In memory of Margery Bunker  from Samuel Bunker
In memory of Norah Payne from Charlotte Minich, Perry Hill

School, Shelton CT., Evelyn Rhodes, Bob & Babs Lynde,
Clarence & Audrey Gochey, Bettina and Kel Youngs, Trema L.
Voytek, Douglas Sherwin & Yvette Durell, Dick & Lori Miller,
Kurt T. Mickus, Ruth S. Grandy, Pete & Judy Harrison

In memory of Pat Jennison from Paul, Shirley and Carolyn
Schofield, David and Claudia Allbee, Isaac and Rose Shaoul

In memory of William F. Schreiber from Tatiana Schreiber
In memory of Bill Holton from Betty Holton
In memory of Leslie and Avis Dodge from Verna and Donald

Newcomb
In memory of Marie Wright from Karen and Jon Wright, Ann

Wright, Cheryl Wright
In memory of Jack and Elenor Hilliard from Bill and Sandy

Burton in memory of Katherine and Robie Palmer from
Georgiana and George Cheney

In honor of Cole Rapini from Alice Welch
In memory of Barbara and Carlton Greenwood from Allison

and David Deen
In memory of Millie Ward from Paul and Lillian Chaffee
In memory of Donald Precourt from Paul and Lillian Chaffee
In memory of Marion Nourse from Linda Kosiba
In memory of Hank Anderson from Connie Harlow
In honor of M,P,W F,M & C
In memory of Ed Shore from Joan Shore
In memory of Ralph Harlow and Jean Harlow
In memory of Jerry Prozzo from Cyndy Prozzo
In honor of Karen Walter from Hugh and Betty Haggerty
In memory of Jeffrey Walsh from Fran Walsh
In honor of my grandmother from Michelle Boslun
In memory of John Allen from Doug and Nita Oftedahl, Jr.
In memory of Marie Wright from MJ Bentley and Chris

Hackett
In memory of Fran Streeter from Ed and Patricia Walsh
In memory of Anthony Spaulding from Ed and Patricia Walsh
In memory of Giles Friedman from Ed and Patricia Walsh
In memory of Edna Perry from John Benzaia
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Harrison from Pete and

Judy Harrison
In memory of Madeline Law from Pete and Judy Harrison
In memory of Marie Wright from Chrissy Wright and Sean

Long
In memory of Frank Walter from Marcia and Tom Wessels
In memory of Marie Wright from Norm Wright
In memory of Loved Ones from Dirk and Peggy Jager
Westminster Cares welcomes donations throughout the year

from anyone wishing to memorialize or honor a loved one or
a friend.  Send to: Westminster Cares, PO Box 312,
Westminster, VT 05158.

2012 Schedule for State House Conversations
State House Conversations, a Falls Area Community Television

(FACT) public access program featuring Vermont state govern-
ment guests and co-hosts Suzanne Groenewold and Michael J.
Obuchowski will originate live from the State House on Fridays at
12:15 p.m. during the legislative session on Channel 10 starting
Jan. 6. 

The show can be viewed in Athens, Brookline, Grafton,
Rockingham and Westminster on Tuesdays at 5 pm, Wednesday
at 7 am, Fridays at 5:30 pm and Sundays at 9:00 pm.

Listen to the audio portion of the program Saturdays and
Sundays at 8 a.m. on WOOL 100.1 FM.

Guests to Town Meeting Day include:
1/6 Rep. David Deen
1/13 Sen. Jeanette White
1/20 Rep. Carolyn Partridge
1/27 State Auditor Tom Salmon
2/3 Treasurer Beth Pearce
2/10 Lt. Governor Phil Scott
2/17 Rep. Mike Mrowicki
2/24 Secretary of State Jim Condos
3/2 Attorney General Bill Sorrell
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Inexpensive Bird Feeders
by Babs Lynde, a Vermont Master Gardener

We don't always think of feeding birds as having anything to do with gar-
dening, but birds are extremely important to Nature's ecosystem. Many types
of birds eat harmful insects and grubs that can destroy our beautiful summer
gardens, and they start by consuming the larvae and eggs that can be found
on the underside of dried leaves, stones, tree bark, and even on our houses.
In return, we should do whatever we can to attract them and encourage them
to stay in our neighborhood. One of the most obvious ways of attracting birds
is by providing them with a good supply of feed. Food items include seeds,
corn cobs, suet, peanut butter, multi-grain bread, insects, and plenty of water.

We often forget about water, but birds don't consume snow, only the
droplets they may find during the early afternoons unless there is a good sup-
ply of water somewhere. If you have a bird bath or water dish set outside for
them, you may have to remove the ice and replace it with water every day,
or you can purchase a bird bath that stays warm all winter long by batteries
or plugged into the side of your house. And even if the water doesn't disap-
pear every day, be sure to clean out the dish once in awhile to prevent dis-
ease or bacteria from accumulating on the bottom. If you don't want to
change bowls that often, several companies manufacture disposable paper
bowls that are very durable and will last several days and up to a week.

Birdfeeders do not have to be expensive. In fact, birds don't care at all
what a feeder looks like - that's strictly up to the homeowner. If you want to
keep down the cost, there are many items that can be used - or reused,
such as plastic milk and soda bottles and small cardboard boxes that can
be cut out and hold quite a lot of seeds. Cut several large holes, however,
if you want to attract birds because most seed-eaters won't stick their whole
bodies into small, dark and cramped areas for food. If you want to make
your bottles or boxes look attractive, buy a roll of contact paper or shelf liner
and decorate the outside. The liner will also protect the container from the

wet elements.
Large tree cones can be smeared with suet or peanut butter and then

rolled in seeds, and oranges can be cut in half like a fruit cup with the fruit
chopped up and mixed with seeds. Some birds, especially orioles,
absolutely love fruit. You can also hang out whole apples, oranges, raisins
and other seeded fruit on a string or thin sticks such as chopsticks. A large
section of old tree bark can be hung horizontally and filled with all kinds of
goodies, and if you have a couple pieces of firewood that happen to have
insects inside, then set these out vertically - either by hanging them or set-
ting them on a pole - and watch the woodpeckers come in!

White bread should not be fed to birds if at all possible because it does-
n't offer any nutrition to our feathered friends. It simply swells in their little
stomachs, making them think they're full but doesn't provide them with the
nutrients they need to stay warm on long, cold winter nights. If you want to
stick out bread items, then use multi-grain or whole grain breads, donuts,
muffins or bagels. And if you want a really inexpensive way to get seeds,
buy a small packet of sunflower seeds in the spring and enjoy the beauti-
ful radiant colors during late summer and fall. Then, just before the birds
start eating the seeds from the maturing flowerheads, cut some of the
heads off and store them in a cool, dry area loosely covered by a paper
bag. When the snow starts to fly, hang them one at a time from the bottom
of your feeder.

Would you like more information about feeding our birds in the winter
months? The Master Gardeners of Vermont are trained to help you with all
your needs. Call their Helpline toll-free at 1-800-639-2230, send questions by
email to master.gardener@uvm.edu or visit their Web site at
www.uvm.edu/mastergardener/ for extensive information.

tHE ANNUAL TOWN, SCHOOL AND FIRE DISTRICT MEETING IS ON
SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012.
VOTING BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOTIS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2012.
THE UHSD #27 (BELLOWS FALLS UNION HIGH SCHOOL) ANNUAL
MEETING IS ON  WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22, 2012

ELECTED OFFICIALS WITH TERMS EXPIRING MARCH 6, 2012 ARE
THE FOLLOWING:

MODERATOR (Town, School, Fire) 1 Year Fletcher Proctor
TOWN AGENT 1 Year Fletcher Proctor
TOWN CLERK  3 Years  Doreen Woodward
TOWN TREASURER  3 Years  Doreen Woodward
SELECTBOARD 3 Years Peter Barrett
SELECTBOARD 2 Years Jeffrey Ruggiero
LISTER 3 Years Michael Fawcett
TOWN GRAND JUROR 1 Year Margaret O’Toole
TOWN GRAND JUROR 1 Year Malcolm (Sam) Streeter
COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Year Karen Walter
COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Year Ila Mitchell

COMMISSIONER, CAMPBELL FUND 1 Year Vacant
TRUSTEE, CAMPBELL FUND 3 Years Michael Fawcett
TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC FUNDS  3 Years Michael Fawcett
TOWN SCHOOL DIRECTOR 3 Years  Daniel Axtell
TOWN SCHOOL DIRECTOR  2 Year  Richard Miller
UHS DISTRICT #27 DIRECTOR  3 Years  David M. Clark
FIRE DISTRICT #3 PRUDENTIAL 3 Years Christopher Hackett

Nomination petitions are ready for those who wish to run for town office.
They may be picked up at the Town Clerk’s Office any weekday
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., and must be returned to the Town Clerk’s
Office by 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 30, 2012 and contain at least 23 valid
signatures. Anyone whose name does not appear on the voter checklist
should register at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
The last day to register to vote before Town Meeting is Wednesday,
February 29, 2012 at 5 p.m. The last day to register before the UHSD
#27 (Bellows Falls Union High School) Annual Meeting is Wednesday,
Feb. 15, 2012 at 5 p.m. Visit us on the world wide web at: www.west-
minster.govoffice.com

The Town of Westminster Needs YOU! Open Positions for March Elections

Did you know you don’t have to put legs on a space robot? That
sometimes you can just look up in the sky and see planets with your
eyes? That an “earth-like” planet has been discovered in another
galaxy? That Jupiter has 63 moons? That the Hubbell Telescope will
soon be “retired” (it will just burn up in space!), and a new satellite
will be launched soon with more up-to-date equipment?

These are just some of the amazing facts Center School 4th
graders learned on their virtual field trip to the Johnson Space
Center in Houston, Texas. 

Student responses included, “It was real. We were actually talking
to someone in Texas.” “I liked the activities.” “It was weird when he
said y’all; we’re not used to that.”

On Dec. 20, students participated in the first distance learning
event using Westminster Schools’ videoconferencing equipment.
Our tour guide, Steve, showed us a model of the Space Shuttle,
images of the sun taken back in 1973 and more recently, guided us
through some participatory activities and cracked a few jokes. Back
at school, librarian Liz Bourne and teacher Nancy Bladyka set up
and facilitated the event, and followed Steve’s directions for the stu-
dent activities.

This field trip, taken from the comfort of our own library, was made
possible by a RUS grant, as well as our membership in the Learning
Network of Vermont.

In early January, sixth graders will learn more about states of mat-
ter in another videoconferencing event, this one with LEARNco
Distance Learning from Ohio.

Distance Learning 
Working toward healthier children and families, a $5,000 grant

from TransCanadaCorporation will fund a new Healthy Housing ini-
tiative administered by LeadSafe and Healthy Homes. 

“Although lead hazards have been our primary focus, it has long
been our intention to expand the lead poisoning prevention pro-
gram to include a more holistic approach to healthy housing”, says
program director Michelle Pong. “By considering multiple indoor
environmental and safety conditions we can provide a more com-
prehensive service to the families we serve.”

LeadSafe and Healthy Homes will offer free Healthy Home
Assessments that will addressindoor environmental and safety
hazards. The process includes an evaluation ofair quality, indoor
moisture levels, fire safety, lead dust sampling, radontesting and in-
home accident evaluation.The process is intended to educate par-
ents about hazards that may exist in their home and also provide
theresources to make a difference.

Funding from TransCanada Corporation will go towards the pur-
chase of tangible resources for parents to address indoor hazards,
including dehumidifiers, allergy proof bedding, child proofing sup-
plies, and the free use of HEPA vacuum cleaners. Lead Safe and
Healthy Homes is a program of Parks Place Community
ResourceCenter, a non-profit organization serving southeastern
Vermont. 

To schedule a free Healthy Home Assessment contact Brianne
Dunleavy at 463-9927 ext. 207.

Grant For Lead Free Homes Help
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WESTMINSTER MYSTERY PHOTO

You may e-mail your answer to westminsternews@gmail.com or 
wminster@comcast.net  or phone Babs Lynde at 722-9516.

The answer and the winners will be announced in the next issue.
December answer on page 2. If you have pictures you think would make a great mystery
photo stop by the town office and see Babs Lynde. 

We are looking for more mystery pictures. Have any?

Where is this building located?  What year was this flood?

News from the Westminster
Volunteer Fire and Rescue

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their monthly meet-
ings at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month and a combined drill
on the third Tuesday of every month. Rescue training is the second
Tuesday of the month. 

The Prudential Committee meets twice a month on the first and third
Monday after the first Tuesday at 7 p.m.

January meetings: Jan. 9 and 23        
Number of calls in November: 23
Number of man hours spent: 3,026
Number of calls through Dec. 29: 21
Number of man hours spent: 3,946
Number of calls calendar year to Date: 398
Number of calls fiscal year to date: 211 
Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Rescue Association

met for their regular meeting on Dec. 6 with 27 members present and
three members excused. Currently there are 43 members of the volun-
teer fire department.  

Thin Ice: Be careful when using ponds and lakes for skating. The ice
will be very thin at first and unsafe for skating or walking on. Be very sure
of the thickness before venturing out on them. Inform and educate your
children often about the dangers. 

The next four items appeared in last month’s gazette and we thought it
made sense to run them again as we have yet to have our first snow. 

1. Snow on Roofs: When shoveling or raking snow off your roofs,
before you begin, be sure you have an escape route in mind if the snow
starts sliding when you are up there on it or under it. There have been
some close calls with people getting trapped under a pile off the roof. Do
these projects only when there is someone else around.

2. Exit Doors: Frequently when snow comes off a roof and lands in front
of a door that is not needed as an exit or an entrance for the winter
months, it seems easier to leave it. In case of a fire or an ambulance
emergency, it is good to have all options available for the emergency per-
sonnel. Smoke or fire could make it impossible to reach the door normally
used and the availability of the door not shoveled out may be the only way
in or out of the building. 

3. Vehicle kits: During the cold weather it makes sense to carry some
items in your vehicle in case of an emergency. A blanket, a small shovel,
jumper cables, a flashlight, and small amount of sand are a few exam-
ples. Always keep your fuel tank at least half full to avoid condensation.   

4. Snow Removal: With the snow season upon us, we all need to keep
our driveways and walkways plowed and sanded to accommodate
emergency vehicles. Keep in mind that fire trucks are wider than the ordi-
nary vehicle and need wider pathways and ambulances are usually not
4-wheel drive nor do they carry chains. Extra effort should be used when
removing snow and ice. Emergencies are seldom planned.

Many local volunteers gathered at the Fire House to put the sand and
candles in bags and set them out on Rt. 5, Grout Ave. and School St.
Saturday the 24th. The weather was on our side this year, but unfortu-
nately no snow. I drove down Rt. 5 about 8:30 and every single candle in
every bag was still lit. Usually they get blown out by the wind or a pass-
ing car. A huge thanks goes out those who are involved with the set up
and clean up. This is a very special occasion for Westminster and many
look forward to it. Last year the event was featured in the Yankee
Magazine and the Westminster Church 2012 birthday calendar pictures
last year’s display.

NEW ENGINE 3: The new 2010 Spartan Fire Engine has arrived and
is in service. We will try to get a picture for the next Gazette. If anyone is
interested in seeing it, contact one of the members of the department or
go to the Fire House any Sunday morning. It is a beautiful piece of appa-
ratus.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: From time to time there is a need for food
to be brought to the Fire House. During calls when the fire fighters are out
for an extended period of time, having something to eat or drink when
they return is a huge compliment. Also, once in a great while there are
special events which require feeding a large number of people. 

If you are available and are willing to be on a call list for these occa-
sions or if you just want more information, call Chief Cole Streeter or June
Streeter at 802-722-3178 and let them know. This is a great way to help
the people who help the community in so many ways. Thanks in
advance.  

Memorial Donations for December:
In memory of Jim Grandy from Ruth Grandy 
The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association welcomes donations

throughout the year from anyone wishing to remember or honor a loved
one or a friend.

We are always looking for new members: Anyone interested in volun-
teering their time to help the community in a time of need, please contact
Chief Cole Streeter at 722-3178 or stop by the Firehouse any Sunday
morning and pick up an application. As always, we would like to thank the
community for its continued support of the fire department.

Janet Wilson of Walpole, NH a long-time devoted Kurn Hattin
music program volunteer and trustee gasped when she came

into the dining hall for lunch on December 19th. Posters, ban-
ners, cake, singing and many of her family were there to great
her and wish her a happy birthday. Though her actual birthday
isn’t until the 25th, it’s never too early to start the celebrating. It
was her niece in Portland, Oregon whose idea was to have a
surprise party. So she organized the family and ordered the
cake.

The children played music and sang songs that Janet tire-
lessly worked with them on in music class. They also sang a
special Mrs. Wilson’s 80th Birthday Song to the tune of Jingle
Bells. Volunteers make a big difference in a school and home
setting such as Kurn

Hattin’s. Janet has made a big impact in both the quality of
the music program and the children’s love and success in
music. We love you Janet Wilson. Happy Birthday! Kurn Hattin
Homes is a residential, year-round, charitable home and school
for in-need and at-risk children, ages 6-15, from throughout the
Northeast.

Volunteer’s 80th Celebrated

Kurn Hattin Homes’ music program volunteer and trustee,
Janet Wilson with her daughter, Rennie Washburn at Janet’s
surprise 80th birthday party.
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Westminster Happenings
Activities Faith    Community

Scottish Country Dance Classes 
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westminster Center School Gym. Bernard
McGrath, instructor. All skill levels welcome.
Contact Michael Daley for more information
at 387-2601. No charge.

Putney Contra Dance
Last Saturday of every month at Pierce Hall
on East Putney Falls Road, off Rt. 5 in East
Putney. A beginner’s workshop is taught at 8
p.m., and the regular dance goes from 8:30
to 11. A donation at the door will benefit the
Pierce’s Hall Building Fund. For more
information call 387-5985.

Senior Lunch
Every 2nd Thursday of the month at noon. All
Westminster seniors are invited to attend at
the First Congregational Church on Route 5.

Bellows Falls GalleryWalk
Downtown at 5:30 p.m. every 3rd Friday of
the month.

Secrets of Healthy Aging 
A facilitated discussion group and pot-luck.
The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
the Westminster Fire Station from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Call Westminster Cares at
722-3607 for more information

Contra Dance
Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Hall in Walpole, N.H.

Gentle Yoga
Every Monday at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Institute. Call Westminster Cares at 
722-3607 for more information.

Living Strong Classes
Mondays & Thursdays at the First
Congregational Church in Westminster
from 9 to 10 a.m. or at the Westminster West
Church from 6 to 7 p.m. Call Westminster
Cares  for more information at 722-3607.

Knitting Together
Join us every Wednesday, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the Village Square Booksellers, down-
town Bellows Falls. Bring your knitting
needles, we have the yarn and casual
instruction if needed to knit hats, mittens
and sweaters for area kids. All our yarn is
from community donation and we distribute
our completed work to all area schools and
Parks Place. More knitters at all skill levels
are wanted and we can promise you an
enjoyable experience. For details or to
donate yarn contact Caroline at 463-4653.

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster United Church of Christ
The Rev. Sami Jones McRae, Pastor. Main
Street, Route 5, P.O. Box 122, Westminster,
722-4148. Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
Communion is the first Sunday of each
month.  Sunday School is held at 10 a.m.
from September to May. The church has a
ramp and lift for wheelchair access as well as
a handicapped bathroom. Westminster First
Congregational is an open and affirming
church, all are welcome. 

The First Congregational Church of
Westminster
The Congregational Church of
Westminster West (UCC Church) 
Sunday Worship is at 10 a.m. Holy
Communion service is held on the first
Sunday of every month. Prayer service is
held on Thursdays, 12:30 to 12:50 p.m.
Child care and Sunday School are available
during worship hour. Choir meets most
Sundays at 9 a.m. Fully wheelchair accessi-
ble. Open and affirming. Susie Webster-
Toleno, minister.
New Church Office Hours: Webster-Toleno
will be at the church Monday from 1to 4 p.m.
and Thursday and Friday mornings until
12:30.  Feel free to drop by, but it’s a good
idea to call if you really want to catch her, as
she sometimes steps out to visit people in
their homes or the hospital.  She can be
reached at the Church during her office hours
at 387-2334, or a message may be left for her
at home 254-4142 or by e-mail at
ccww@sover.net.

Meetings

The Deadline for
The February 2012 

Issue of the 
Westminster Gazette is

Wednesday, 
February 1
by 5 p.m.

Publish Date is Tuesday, 
February 7th

Volunteers Needed
to deliver the

Westminster Gazette
to local designated
drop off locations.

Must have your
own transportation.

&
Qualifies for

Community Service Hours

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Planning and Development
Commission 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. in
the Town Hall.

Westminster Activities Commission
2nd Monday of the Month at 6 p.m. at the
Westminster Institute.

Westminster School Board
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster Center School Library.

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Congregational
Church

Westminster West Public Library
Board 2nd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
Westminster West Public Library

Development Review Board 1st
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Town Hall

Community Improvement Program
Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. 

Westminster Cares Board  1st
Wednesday of every month, at the
Westminster Fire Station at 4 p.m.

911 Committee as needed.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Dept.
holds their monthly meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of every month, at 7 p.m. and a
combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at the Westminster Fire
Station.

Westminster Historical Society 2nd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Westminster
Institute.

Westminster Gazette Meeting 
Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7:30 a.m.

Westminster Recycling Committee
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at the Westminster Fire
Station
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Always an anticipated event, Kurn Hattin’s Annual Christmas
Visitors’ Day starts with a special holiday luncheon followed by a
spectacular concert. The jazz band, comprised of children and sev-
eral dedicated adult volunteers, perform the season’s best holiday
and contemporary rhythms.

This year an alumnus from the Class of 1973 joined the children
on stage for a few songs too. There is nothing more heartwarming
than hearing children sing. And can they sing! 

The finale to the holiday celebrations is Family Day. Parents and
family members enjoy a special lunch and holiday concert before
the holiday break. This year 16 graduates also made their way back
to the Homes to participate in the festivities.

Christmas at Kurn Hattin

Get outside
and enjoy
Winter in
Vermont!
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Spanish students from the Bellows Falls Union High School in
Westminster brought a little slice of Mexico to Saxtons River
recently. As students at the Saxtons River Elementary School
began their unit of study on Mexico, they welcomed their high
school counterparts to the school for some Spanish lessons, and
fun Mexican games. 

Christina Smith, the district's Technology Integrationist, created
a bridge between the two schools, helping to connect BFUHS
Spanish Teacher Julie Torres with three of the Saxtons River
Elementary School teachers, Beth Smallheer, Dawn Bazin, and
Kate Gravelle. Saxtons River Art teacher, Colleen Grout also
assisted in the festivities.  

The team of teachers have
been meeting to create lesson
plans for when the high school
students return after the new
year. 

In the first session, high school
students played games and
taught Kindergartners, first and
second graders how to say col-
ors and numbers in Spanish.
Both the elementary and high
school students enjoyed their
time together and said they were
looking forward to future ses-
sions.

BFUHS Spanish student
teachers were, from left,
Shawna Coutu, Rachel
Wanders, Ashley Palmisano,
Rachel Greenberg, Lauren
Rowell and Katie Szuch.
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Spaulding & Madden Tax Services
5111 US Route 5

Westminster Station, VT  05159

Spaulding & Madden Tax Services

DID YOU FILE AN EXTENSION AND NEED TO DO YOUR
2010 TAX RETURN?

DO YOU NEED TO FILE RETURNS FOR PRIOR YEARS?

HAVE YOU MADE CHANGES RECENTLY SUCH AS:
PURCHASED REAL ESTATE, RENTAL PROPERTY, GONE

THROUGH A DIVORCE, TAKEN MONEY OUT OF PENSION
OR IRA PLANS?

HAVE YOU RECEIVED LETTERS FROM THE IRS OR STATE
DEPARTMENT OF TAXES?

NOW IS THE TIME TO CALL US.
We are open year round to meet all of your tax 

preparation and tax planning needs and we 
look forward to helping you.

Call us at (802)722-4500 to schedule 
your appointment.

It is a pleasure to
announce that Willow
Pellerin has been chosen
the November Elks Student
of the Month for Bellows
Falls Union High School.
Willow, a senior, is the
daughter of Jackie Trepanier
and Phil Pellerin of
Westminster.

Willow works hard in her
classes and is conscientious
and responsible about get-
ting her assignments done.
A strong, independent
thinker, Willow asks good
questions, leads class dis-
cussions and is a model stu-
dent in her Algebra class.
She is described by her math teacher as “the hardest working,

most conscientious student in Algebra 2 part 1… an ideal students
…who asks questions.”

Always smiling, even when faced with a challenge, Willow is a
pleasure to work with.  She listens attentively to teacher direction,
class discussions, and conversation and is always willing to help
people any way she can.   A quiet student who leads by example,
Willow is an independent young lady who challenges herself and
encourages others to reach outside their comfort zone.  

It is obvious that Willow values her education and takes learn-
ing seriously which is evident by her near perfect attendance.  If
she is absent, she makes up her work in a timely manner while
keeping up with the current assignments.  

Well liked by her peers and staff at BFUHS, Willow has worked
hard to represent herself well. Willow works at a local business in
addition to attending school and not one to sit idle, this past sum-
mer she represented BFUHS and the general community through
a student exchange where she spent the summer in Belize learn-
ing about the culture and area there.  

Congratulations go out to Willow.  BFUHS is proud to have you
represent us with this award.

Willow Pellerin is Elks Student of the Month at BFUHS

BFUHS Students Help Elementary Kids with Spanish Lessons
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ATTORNEY
ERIC ANDERSON
Individual, Family

Business 
Representation

Tel. 802.722.3249 or 802.257.4747
eanderson@archstlaw.com
Glad to Make Housecalls.

S.B. & Company Auctioneers, Antiques

Buying entire estates or single items. 
Probate appraisals

46 Canal St. Bellows Falls Vt 802-460-1190

Cozy up this winter in your "Vermont
farms" hoodie sweatshirt or long
sleeve T. You'll find them at the
VillageSquare Booksellers and at
www.harlowfarm.com. Your purchase
helps us recoup from our Irene storm
losses. Thank you!
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January Business of the Month
Overcoming Math Anxiety
Overcoming Math Anxiety is a tutoring and consulting business. We

started in Connecticut in 1978. Over the past 30 years we have trained
teachers at schools across the country to teach math with a positive
outlook. 

We have also done small groups to help people overcome their fear
of math. We also do one on one tutoring in all areas of mathematics and
in helping students prep for standardized tests. Our fees depend on the
job we are doing. 

We are always glad to do special invitations and will travel to do a job.
We look forward to hearing from you and hope you can use our ser-
vices. We can be reached either by phone at 722-9200 or 914-262-
7423 or by e-mail at susanpiday@gmail.com.

susanpiday314@gmail.com

Vernon & Doreen Kelton
PO Box 94, Westminster Station,VT 05159

(802) 722-4722
Check us out on our website:

www.westminsterauto.com

F  L  O  R  A  L  I  
Beautiful Things to Wear 

133 Main Street, The Tavern  Putney, VT
women’s clothing, jewels, scarves, hair jewelry

802.387.3011
Tuesday – Thursday 11-5 

Friday and Saturday 11-6   Sunday 11-4
Elisa Leigh, owner

Frosty has returned to Kurn Hattin Homes.

He’s Back!
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