
TOWN OF WESTMINSTER 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD  

April 1, 2019 
 

Members Present:       Chris Potter (Chair), Tim Harty (Vice Chair), Don Anderson (Clerk),  
Oliver Brody and Ed Harty  

 
Others Present:  Russell Hodgkins (ZA) and Kelley Thayer (Recording Clerk) 
 
Interested Parties: Elaine & David Judd and Murray Krugman 
 
1.  Call to Order:  Chris Potter (Chair) called the meeting to order at 6:32 P.M.   
 
2.  Adjustments to Agenda: None 
 
3.  Acceptance of Minutes: Chris Potter made a motion to accept the minutes as printed for the 
March 4, 2019 minutes. Oliver Brody seconded and the motion passed. 
 
Ex Parte Communications: Chris Potter (Chair) asked the Board if any member needed to recues 
themselves from the hearings. Hearing none, the hearings proceeded.   
 
Interested Parties: All interested parties that signed in agreed to affirm that the evidence they give in the 
cause under consideration shall be the whole truth and nothing but the truth under the pains and penalties 
of perjury. Any comments from the public should be directed to the DRB. Chris Potter stated that everyone 
will get a chance to speak and will get the chance to become an interested party. What that means is if the 
application did ever go on to the environmental court further down the road beyond us, an interested party 
would have the information needed. 
 
Deliberative Session: The DRB members had previously agreed to make their decision in Deliberative 
Session, following the public hearing on the applications. It will be scheduled at the end of the Development 
Review Hearing.  
 
4.  Communications and Public Comment: None 
 
5.  New Business – DEVELOPMENT REVIEW:        
 
 
Application #19-33 Application #19-33 (Elaine & David Judd) – property located at 

6109 US Route 5. The Applicant is requesting a “Commercial 
Change of Use”. The Applicant wants to change the permitted use 
of storage facility to a small engine repair business. This 
Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan 
Review; and Section 444 Commercial/Industrial District Zone 
of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws with the recommendation of 
the Historic Review Board. 

 
 
 



Ed Harty started with a brief overview of Application # 19-33. After Ed completed the overview, 
He asked Elaine & David Judd if they would tell the Board what they would be planning for the 
space. David Judd stated that they would be occupying the building just north of Allen 
Brothers and would be repairing small equipment of all kinds. The building has been inspected 
and is all set. No modifications will be done to the building. The Contaminants will be stored 
above the flood plain level. The hours of operation will be Monday-Saturday, 8:00am – 5:00pm. 
The Judd’s are hoping to open on or in close proximity of May 1, 2019. Upon hearing no further 
questions, Ed Harty closed the Application at 6:45 pm. 
 
 
 
Application #19-36 Application #19-27 (Murray Krugman) – property located at 26 

Cox Road. The Applicant is requesting to demolish the Historic 
Barn and build a new garage with a breezeway. This Application 
will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 
445 Village District Zone; Article IX Historical Preservation 
Overlay District of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws with the 
recommendation of the Historic Review Board.  

 
 
Tim Harty started with a brief overview of Application # 19-36. After Tim completed the 
overview he asked Murray Krugman to briefly described what he was needing from the DRB. 
Murray was asking the Board for an early permit that would waive the 30 day waiting period so 
he could begin the Barn Demolition. Murray was requesting this for safety reasons, fearing the 
barn would not withhold the elements much longer and also to be able to meet the Contractor’s 
schedule. Murray stated that he will be building a garage to replace the barn as well as a 
breezeway with several windows. He will be using shiplap as the siding for the garage and will 
be using a barn door look for the garage doors to keep with the historic look. The DRB agreed 
with the Historic Review Boards recommendation from their March 20, 2019 meeting. Chris  
Potter asked Murray to stay with what the HRB recommended. Murray will be removing two 
Trees before building the new structure. Upon hearing no further questions, Tim Harty closed the 
Application at 7:02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Application #19-31 Application #19-31 (WNESU – Bellows Falls Union High School) 

– property located at Hadley Field. The Applicant is requesting a 
“Change of Use” of an existing permit granted for the lights on the 
baseball field and football field. The Applicant wants to hold a 
fundraiser for the American Cancer Society and leave the lights on 
all night on June 22 & 23, 2019. This Application will be reviewed 
under the conditions of the existing and approved permit for the 
lights. Also, Section 311 Site Plan Review; and Section 446 
Residential District Zone of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws 
with the recommendation of the Historic Review Board. 



Chris Potter started with a brief overview of Application # 19-31. Russell Hodgkins (ZA) spoke 
on behalf of the WNESU (Bellows Falls Union High School). WNESU is requesting a permit for 
a one night fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. This one night fundraiser will require 
the football field lights and concession stand lights to remain on through the night. This 
fundraiser will take place the evening of June 22, 2019 through the morning of June 23, 2019. 
Russell will be holding an informational community meeting for the residents of Kissell Hill to 
express any concerns they may have during this one night fundraiser. Upon hearing no further 
questions, Chris Potter closed the Application at 7:13 pm. 
 
 
6. Unfinished Business: (Discussion / Action):   None 
  
DELIBERATIVE SESSION:  
The Board went into deliberative session after the room cleared at 7:13 pm. Upon coming out of 
deliberative session at 7:39 pm and hearing no further discussion, Chris Potter made a motion to accept 
Application #19-31 (Bellows Falls Union High School) as presented stating that this was an excellent 
cause. Oliver Brody seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Tim Harty made a motion to approve Application 19-36 (Murray Krugman) with conditions. He continued, 
stating that the permit would be conditional to the characteristics described in the HRB letter that clearly 
identifies the specific features agreed upon by Mr. Krugman and the HRB. He also approves the expedition 
of the demolition of the Barn because of the Owners conviction that the barn is unsafe and presents a 
condition of public safety as it pertains to the structural integrity of the existing barn. Ed Harty seconded 
the motion and the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Ed Harty made a motion to approve Application #19-33 (Elaine & David Judd) with conditions. Ed stated 
that the new permit must state that all of the existing conditions linked to the parcel must be kept intact as it 
pertains to flood regulations and that the new business not have permanent outdoor displays off hours as 
described in the testimony of the Hearing. Flood regulations must be safely upheld to ensure public safety 
in the event of a flood. Don Anderson seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0.  
   
7. Other Business (Discussion / Action):  No official business was discussed.  
 
8. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, May 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm at the Institute (if needed).  
 
9. Adjournment: Don Anderson made a motion to adjourn at 7:48 PM. Oliver Brody seconded the  
motion and the motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________ 
Signature of Clerk                Date 
 
Prepared by: Kelley Thayer  
 
(Note: These are unapproved minutes. Corrections, if necessary, will be found in the minutes of the next DRB meeting.) 


