
MEETING OF THE WESTMINSTER SELECTBOARD 

WEDNESDAY, January 24, 2018 

Westminster, VT Town Hall 

Members Present: K. Sheldon Beebe (Chair), Craig Allen (Vice Chair), Nancy Dalzell (Clerk), Toby 
Young and Susan Harlow 

Others Present: Russell Hodgkins (Town Manager/Zoning Administrator), Millie Barry 
(recording clerk), Alison Bigwood (Town Clerk/Treasurer), Patty Mark (Assistant Town Clerk), 
Doreen Stoodley, Attorney, Fletcher Proctor, and FACTV  

1.  Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by K. Sheldon Beebe, 
Chairperson of the Board. 

2. Adjustment to Agenda: None 
3. Acceptance of Minutes – January 10, 2018 – Susan Harlow moved to accept the 

minutes of the January 10, 2018 Selectboard meeting as printed.  Nancy Dalzell 
seconded the motion, the motion passed. 

4. Communication and Public Comment:  
• Doreen Stoodley – Greater Falls Chamber of Commerce – Three pages of 

information included in packet.  Ms. Stoodley, Executive Director of Greater Falls 
Chamber of Commerce appeared before the Board relaying information about 
the Chamber as a resource to businesses and organizations in the Connecticut 
River Valley.  She talked about the mission of the Chamber, partnering and 
advocating with businesses, promoting regional tourism and the link between 
community/business to foster growth and enhance experiences of residents and 
visitors.  The Chamber has about 130 members located throughout area. The 
first mixer event of the year is hosted by Westminster Fit Body Camp on 
February 7, 2018.  The mixer is interactive for those wanting to take advantage, 
or visiting the facility for the first time.  Ms. Stoodley distributed “person of the 
year” nomination forms to the Board. This award is presented to a person in the 
regional area making a notable contribution to the civic and social vitality of the 
area, presented at the annual dinner. This person is not required to be a 
chamber member.  Her office is located in the Waypoint Center in Bellows Falls.  

• Bobbi Kilburn Letter – Included in the packet is a letter from Ms. Kilburn, 107 
McCaffrey Ridge, Westminster, VT expressing interest in serving on the 
Windham Regional Commission.  As per Town policy the opening will be 
advertised in the Westminster Gazette. 

5.  Unfinished Business (Discussion/Action) 
A.  Abandoned Mobile Home – Davidson Hill: Packet contained information on the 

location of the mobile home (parcel 003112.000) now abandoned and assumed to 
be part of the estate of William B. Trevorrow III.  The Town Manager said the parcel 
is about 1 acre, with the lot 80’ wide and 350’ deep. The Manager said he felt it 
would be challenging to re-build or locate another structure on the lot as much of 



the property is located over a bank. Letters written to Mr. Trevorrow’s address in 
Willimantic, CT have not been answered.  The property taxes are up to date.  The 
Town Manager noted anything of value, copper, possessions have been removed.   

B. New Dog Ordinance: Packet includes the new Animal Control Ordinance dated 
January 2018. This is included for the Board to read, make changes and or approve.  
Susan Harlow noted two changes. Dogs have to be on a leash and fines have been 
increased.  The Manager noted in the new ordinance, if a dog is not leashed but 
under control this meets the new provision, however, a dog cannot run at large. 
Noel Hoffman has approved the document and it will be reviewed by legal counsel.   

C. Community Crime Watch – Update:  Meetings have been scheduled: The state police 
and county sheriff will send representatives to these meetings which will start at 
6:00 PM in the various locations. 
Westminster Town Hall – January 29, 2018 
Westminster West School – February 20, 2018 
State Police Facility – (North Westminster) – February 22, 2018 

6.  New Business (Discussion/Action): 
A. Approve Warning with Articles for Town Meeting – Craig Allen motioned to accept 

the Town of Westminster Warning for Annual Meeting on March 3, 2018 as printed. 
Nancy Dalzell seconded the motion the motion carried.  Fletcher Proctor suggested 
graphics and or pie charts (simple clean charts) for explanation purposes.  He also 
suggested there could be questions asked about reserve funds and cash flow. Mr. 
Hodgkins said after the 29th of January all information would be available for final 
formatting of the Town Report.   

B. Sign Certificate of Highway Mileage: Certificate included in packet – The Town 
Manager stated the mileage had remained the same for two years. Craig Allen 
motioned to: Agree with Certificate of Highway Mileage for year ending February 10, 
2019.  Nancy Dalzell seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

C. Insurance Claim: The packet included a picture indicating a Town snow plow/sand 
truck bumped a car parked in a driveway at the time of the Christmas holiday storm.  
When the car was hit, the driver was not aware of the vehicle damage.  The picture 
shows orange paint (from the Town plow) and the claim has been submitted to the 
insurance company for payment. 

D. Signing of Road Posting Limits (mud season): Information in packet –Mr. Hodgkins 
said it was good to have backing from the State of VT due to damage to roads during 
mud season.  Craig Allen moved to accept the Road Posting Notice for truck weight 
limits under Rule No. 118-4 as of January 24, 2018.  Susan Harlow seconded the 
motion, the motion carried. Mr. Hodgkins stated many contractors call to check road 
conditions during the mud season. School busses, milk and fuel trucks do not need 
permission to travel roads but also do call to check conditions during mud season. 

E. Town Meeting Discussion (if any):  Toby Young would like to be prepared to answer 
questions regarding the amount of dollars budgeted, spent and unexpected income. 
Specifically, answering questions asked at the meeting about the Board’s decision to 
spend a certain amount of money not budgeted.  Craig Allen suggested a handout 



breaking everything down that people could read to be able to ask questions.  Mr. 
Hodgkins said a few key pages in the audit answer questions.  Problems exist when 
years are combined, budgeting, what the present year is bringing and what 
happened in the past year.  

F. Personnel Matter (Executive Session): Craig Allen motioned to move to executive 
session after ‘other business’ inviting the Assistant Town Clerk and Town Clerk. 
Susan Harlow seconded the motion, the motion carried. 

7.  Manager’s Report: 
1.) Westminster Meats Public Sale will be held March 8, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. The Town 

Manager will attend due to the Town interest in the property. 
2.) Windham County Sheriff: Josh Perro will be away for a four month training 

program.  The Town’s new officer is Paul Samataro, a former NY police officer with 
a lot of experience. 

3.) In a recent meeting with Windham Regional, the Manager learned The Town’s 
Energy Plan, an enhancement to the Town Plan, is ready to go in front of the Public 
Service Board. This for adoption into the Town of Westminster Town Plan. 

4.) Kelley Thayer, the Town Manager’s assistant has finished the draft of the Town 
Report and the draft looks very good.  Kelley has used her expertise to bring all the 
material to a complete version and the Report will not have to be outsourced as 
first thought.  She has done a great job! The Town Report will be available February 
23. 

5.) Al Coonradt, the Town’s present assessor from NEMRC, is stepping down.  NEMRC 
is interviewing candidates, working on a replacement.  The Listers are meeting the 
public, dealing with a few glitches and overall, doing very well. 

8. Boards and Commissions: Nothing 
9. Other Business: The packet contains a letter from Cynthia Stoddard asking questions 

about expenses, budget, spending surplus monies, FY17 actuals etc. The letter will be 
reviewed at the next meeting after one question is resolved by the Auditor.   

10. Date of Next Meeting : February 14, 2018 
 
 The Board moved to Executive Session at 7:22 p.m. Upon coming out of Executive 
Session at 7:45, no further business was acted upon. 
 

11. Adjournment:  Susan Harlow made a motion to adjourn at 7:48 PM. The motion was 
seconded by Toby Young and the motion passed. 

 

 

______________________________________                          _______________________ 

Clerk                       Date 

Minutes prepared by Millie Barry 1/25/2018 


