
WESTMINSTER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting, Thursday, May 30th, 2019 at 7:15 P.M.
Note: The regularly scheduled May 23rd meeting was postponed one week due to commission 
members' schedules. This meeting will be held at the Westminster Institute due to construction at 
the Town Hall.  The May 30 agenda will be warned separately.

1. Call to Order 2 min
Meeting called to order at 7:25 pm.  Present:  Tatiana Schreiber (chair), Rachael Shaw 
(secretary), Arthur Davis, Stephen Major, Libby Mills, Naomi Craig

2. Adjustments to Agenda 3 min
none
3. Acceptance of Minutes: Minutes from March 28th and April 25th – 10 min
Read minutes from April 25, 2019 meeting and accepted by unanimous approval.
Accepted March 28, 2019 minutes by unanimous approval.

4. Communications and Public Comment:
none 

5.  Unfinished Business (Discussion / Action)

a.) Watershed grant – finish tasks – copying/dissemination of report; plan meeting for 
map interpretation 10  min

Tatiana will distribute PDF’s to those who still need them.  Tatiana will send a PDF to 
Emily Davis/Jeff Nugent at the Windham Regional Commission with instructions to 
share with other members.  Tatiana will also send a PDF to the County Forester, Sam 
Schneski (sp?).  

Arthur will use the remaining $145 to make about 15 cheaper copies (maps in color, 
remainder in black and white)  Tatiana will keep them on hand, and give several copies to 
the Planning Commission members.  

We decided to ask Andy Toepfer (Libby) and Rebecca Chalmers (Tatiana) and Jeff 
Nugent (Tatiana) if they would be able to to come and provide some map interpretation 
meeting at our June 27 (or possibly June 20) meeting, which we are planning to have at 
the Westminster West Library, as it would be closer for our potential guests.  

b) Begin discussion of preferred strategies for invasive species control 15 min

We are thinking about creating a brochure which would describe non chemical means to 
control invasive/opportunistic species.  Brochure to be produced by Spring 2020.   

Brochure:  Arthur (Buckthorn),  Tatiana (goutweed and Japanese knotweed), Stephen 
(multiflora roses), Rachael (poison ivy and bittersweet).  For knotweed, we would 
emulate the Mike Bald method (frequent manual cutting during the growing season)



We may be able to create a test plot/demonstration project of Japanese knotweed removal 
using the Mike Bald method, perhaps a section of the knotweed at the Patch-Westminster 
West Road intersection could be used as a demonstration plot.

c) Town Plan recommendations – initial reports from members' review of plan 
sections – 20 minutes

Tatiana will contact a farmer (perhaps Paul Harlow) to review the page 34 on Agriculture 
to see if any updates are suggested.

We went through the relevant sections of the Town Plan and we all contributed thoughts 
about additions and/or updates to particular sections.  Rachael took notes on these 
(separate from minutes).  All members are invited to take a few of these paragraphs and 
write up some proposed language.  We will work on the Natural Resources section as a 
group at the June meeting.  Doug has mentioned that we need to complete any proposed 
changes by the end of 2019.

e) Town Forest trail work and related 15 min 

We decided to plan a group hike.  Arthur will send around some proposed times.

f) Follow up from regional Conservation Commission meeting 5 min, 

Postponed.

g) Beaver concerns in Westminster West – 10 minutes

Beavers are actively working on a dam across from the Westminster West School.  
Anyone interested in learning more is invited to attend the Living Earth Action Group 
(LEAG) meeting on Friday June 7 at 5 pm at the Westminster West Church.  WCC 
members are in agreement that we would like to see resolution to any beaver conflict 
areas in town that promote co-existence and don’t involve killing animals.  We support 
methods that balance human needs/desires and those of beavers.  We recognize the value 
of the wetlands that the beavers create for both habitat/bio-diversity and flood resiliency.        

6. New Business (Discussion / Action)

We discussed proposing a small budget for the WCC, and requesting some funds at Town 
Meeting.   

7. Other Business:  
8.  Date of Next Meeting:   June 20, 2019 7:15 PM

Location:  Westminster West Library.
9. Adjournment  9:00 pm



Minutes respectfully submitted by
Rachael Shaw
WCC secretary

 


