
 
WESTMINSTER CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
  
 Meeting, Thursday, January 30, 2020 at 7:15 P.M. 
Location: Westminster Institute 
Present:  Tatiana Schreiber (chair), Rachael Shaw (secretary), 
(quorum not met), guest:  Westminster Road Foreman Chuck Lawrence. 
1. Call to Order : meeting called to order at 7:20 pm. 
2. Adjustments to Agenda :  none 
3. Acceptance of Minutes: Minutes from Dec 5  
Minutes not read or accepted due to lack of quorum. 
  
4. Communications and Public Comment:  Chuck Lawrence, Road Foreman of the Westminster Road Crew was 
present to discuss several issues with us.  Requested our help in taking inventory of all the ash trees in the town road 
right of ways (15 feet on either side of town roadway).  This is important due to expected infestation by emerald ash 
borers, and the danger that dead/dying trees present in their tendency to become brittle and break off dead branches 
near roads.  The State has smartphone software to categorize the trees.   Guilford has gotten a good start on the 
project so we could follow their lead.  He suggested that Compass students (Winterm project) or BFUHS community 
service students might be interested in helping.  Rachael Shaw will follow up with potential student involvement. 
He also brought up mud season and would appreciate our help in spreading the word about minimizing driving on 
gravel roads during mud season as it is getting worse, and is very time-consuming and expensive for the town 
crew.  During the January warm spell they used an extra 1000 gallons of fuel running the rakers, graders and dump 
trucks, not to mention the hours.   Things we can do:  minimize trips on our gravel roads, walk, carpool, delay fuel 
deliveries if possible (plan ahead to make sure we have enough gallons to get through mud season), ask that 
packages be left at neighbor’s homes who live out near the main road, reduce/eliminate online shopping during mud 
season.  Chuck noted that the crew used a combination of salt, water and Dawn dish detergent to remove some 
roadside poison ivy on the Westminster West Road near the village.  He also mentioned that the crew has been using 
lignin (a by-product of the paper industry) and chloride on the roads.  They don’t salt the gravel roads as it would 
make them hold more water. 
  
5.   Unfinished Business (Discussion / Action) -  
a)  Report for Town Meeting – share with group – delayed due to lack of quorum. 
b) Invasive species booklet – discussed progress –  
Rachael Cohen offer to help edit 
Review budget – request to town - We will need to submit a request to the town for funds to print the booklets in time 
for town meeting. Rachael reported that per her conversation with Russ, we will need to write a letter detailing each 
request. Our estimate for the booklet is $250 for 50. 
We set a work session date of Tuesday Feb 11, WW library, 7 pm to work on the information for the booklet 
together.   Need to have brochure info to printers (Howard Printers) by February 18  to have it ready for Town 
Meeting. 
  
c) Town Plan recommendations – review progress on assigned sections – 
share google doc, assign tasks  
-delayed discussion 
d) cyanobacteria issue – any new information - delayed discussion 
e) invitation to Road Crew to attend February 27 WCC meeting.  Chuck said he’d be happy to come back again for 
further discussion, weather permitting.   
f)) Budget request to town – discuss response from town – reviewed info rec’d from Town Manager about WCC 
budget.   
g) Firm up plan for educational events: - delayed discussion 
1. Spring beaver deceiver educational event  
2. May ephemeral walk, another  
3. Westminster Town Forest walk 
  
6. New Business (Discussion / Action) –  
  
a) Look at recent newsletter from Dummerston CC,  and brainstorm ideas for future events we could sponsor – 
including those to celebrate and educate around our natural resources in Westminster.   -delayed discussion 
b) Discuss committee members time commitments and how best to share work of Commission going forward.  -
delayed discussion 
7. Other Business:  



Let Town Hall and Westminster Gazette know start time and location of meetings (7:15, not 7:00 pm, and Institute not 
Town Hall ) Tatiana made that request to Kelley regarding the Town website; we still need to let Gazette know.  
Follow up to see if our paragraph on WCC is in the Town Report.  Rachael Shaw will do. 
  
8.   Date of Next Meeting:  Feb 27th 7:15, Westminster Institute 
9. Adjournment at 8:30 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Rachael Shaw, secretary 
 


