
MEETING OF THE WESTMINSTER SELECT BOARD 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

Westminster, VT Fire Station Open Bay and by Zoom Conferencing 

Members Present: Susan Harlow, Chair, K. Sheldon Beebe, Vice Chair, Kevin Hughes, Clerk, 
Toby Young and Craig Allen 

Others Present: Russell Hodgkins, Town Manager/Zoning Administrator, Alison Bigwood, Town 
Clerk, Chuck Lawrence, Road Foreman, Millie Barry, Recording Clerk, Todd Eastman, Robert 
Feinberg, Kristen Collins, Janis Chaillou, Heather Taylor, John Todd, Russ Lazarek, Yvette 
Hendler, FACTV (2 people) and Nate Stoddard via Zoom conferencing 

1.  Call to Order: Susan Harlow called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The meeting was 
held at the Westminster Fire Station due to COVID 19 pandemic meeting restrictions 
and by Zoom conferencing for people to attend remotely 

2. Adjustments to Agenda: None 
3. Acceptance of Minutes - June 24, 2020 - Craig Allen motioned to approve the minutes 

as written.  K. Sheldon Beebe seconded the motion, the motion carried.  A correction is 
noted as the word June was left out of the heading of the minutes. 

4. Communications and Public Comments: Alison Bigwood, Town Clerk stated the polls 
will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on August 11 for the primary and November 
3, 2020 for the general election at the Westminster Institute. 

5.  Unfinished Business (Discussion/Action): 
A.  Construction on Henwood Hill Road - update - The TM (Town Manager) stated 

there was no new information 
B. North Westminster Community House (NWCH) - update - The TM stated there was 

no new information. 
C. Savage Gravel Pit update - The TM stated more testing would be done at the site 

July 23, 2020 with a different bit to get deeper in the ground for a better sample.  
Additional information would be available for the next board meeting 

6.  New Business (Discussion/Action): 
A. Petition from Kimball Hill Road South - motorize vehicle restrictions - Information 

included in the packet was a letter written by Martha Mitchell and petition signed 
by 18 residents requesting the select board consider motorized vehicle access be 
restricted beyond the end of the drivable section of Kimball Hill Road South past 
the last two drive ways (1252 and 1253). Sign to read: “No Motorized Vehicles.” 
This as safety measure, not to prohibit repair, restoration, improvement or 
maintenance of road beyond that point, construction and/or use a larger 
turnaround or access by landowners. Susan Harlow stated opinions would be taken 
at the meeting and legal counsel would be contacted regarding the petition. Robert 
Feinberg spoke about being a local motor cyclist in the process of developing a  



Southern VT Riders Club and using the road regularly (about 10 years). He believes 
most local users are responsible riders.   

B. Petition from Windmill Hill Road South and North - motorized vehicle restrictions - 
Information included in board packet -  

Petitioners (23) requesting to classify Windmill Hill Road legal trail between our 
roads designated an ‘non-motorized.’   The residents have observed significant 
increase in motorized travel across the trail, including groups of up to 10 motorized 
vehicles, with occasionally as many as five groups per day, traversing the trail.  
Noise pollution and erosion resulting from this surge of use are the primary reasons 
for submitting the petition. A lengthy discussion included Janis Chaillou stating 
Windmill Hill South is a Legal Trail not a class four road as is Kimball Hill Road 
South.  Also, the route is considered a thorough fare by online motorcycle clubs and 
groups and information is published showing it as a useable public route by 
motorcycles and cars.  Ms. Chaillou’s biggest concern is the impact to the Town.  
Many residents privately maintain parts of the road being destroyed by motorcycle 
traffic as well as making walking difficult for hikers. The Manager stated 
maintenance was done in the summer months by Westminster Town Crew and in 
the winter plowing was done to the beginning of the trail by the town of Putney. 
Mr. Lawrence spoke about The Town of Grafton having an ‘outing club’.  Those 
belonging to the club pay a yearly fee to use the trails, the fees are used to 
maintain the Grafton trails. A site visit to the two locations in question will be 
scheduled by the Board. 

C. Executive Session -  K. Sheldon Beebe moved to go into executive session to discuss 
(2) personnel matters, Craig Allen seconded, the motion passed 

D. Executive Session - K. Sheldon Beebe motioned to go into executive session to 
discuss a contractual matter.  Craig Allen seconded, the motion passed. 

E. WSWMD (Windham Solid Waste Management District) - Year End Financials - 
(information included in packet) The Manager noted the district had a $55,000.00 
surplus mostly contributed to the composting program.  He noted he was receiving 
four or five inquiries a week regarding disposal of food waste.   Information to 
dispose of food waste mandated by the new State law is published in the newest 
edition of the Westminster Gazette or obtained by calling the Town Manager. 

F. Westminster FY 20 Trash/Recycling Years End Numbers - Information included in 
packet - The Manager stated COVID 19 pandemic had increased household trash 
disposal 
February 29, 2020 - Town Meeting Minutes approval - The minutes will be signed 
by K. Sheldon Beebe chair of the Board at the time of Town Meeting 

7.  Town Manager’s Report: 
1. Special Select board meeting to set tax rate - Information included in the packet.  

Information has been received for non-homestead tax rate for schools, tax rate for 



homestead has not been set.  The special meeting will be Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
at 6:30 p.m.  In all probability two tax bills will be sent as the rate will not be 
received until mid-August.  

2. The Town audit is scheduled for July 30/31, 2020 
3. Fuel bids went out last week and are due on August 7 
4. Delinquent tax update: Information included in the board packet 

8.  Boards and Commissions:  
• Possible appointment to Planning Commission - Russell Lazarek - Included in 

packet is letter of interest by Mr. Lazarek and he reiterated his interest during 
the meeting.  Kevin Hughes motioned to appoint Russell Lazarek to the Planning 
Commission, Craig Allen seconded, motion passed. 

9.  Other Business:  
 Included in packet information from Nader Hashim, VT Representative regarding the 
lack of communication during an earlier incident involving the State Police, Sheriff, 
Town and Schools.  The communication indicates if there was a future incident, it 
would be communicated differently and more effectively. 
In another matter, Nate Stoddard, communicating via Zoom, stated he was unable to 
log into the meeting until late in the meeting.  FACTV will post the link to access the 
meeting on their Facebook page at 6:15 p.m. prior to the next meeting. 
 

10.  Date of Next Meeting: Special Selectboard meeting to set tax rate on July 29, 2020 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall outside. The next regular meeting will be August 12, 2020 at 
6:30 p.m. 

The Board moved to executive session at 7:59 p.m. Upon coming out of Executive Session 
at 8:40 p.m., the Board Chair declared no further action would be taken at this meeting. 

11. Adjournment: Toby Young made a motion to adjourn at 8:42 p.m.. Kevin Hughes 
seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

 

 

_______________________________________                ________________________________ 

Clerk                Date 

 

Minutes prepared by Millie Barry 7/24/2020 

 

 


