WESTMINSTER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting, Thursday, 4/24/25 at 7:00 PM
In person: Westminster West Library
To join by Zoom, contact

westminstervtconservation@gmail.com

1. Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. Present: Tatiana Schreiber, Jim Calchera, Kestrel Craig,
Rachael Shaw.
2. Adjustments to Agenda if time: report from Jim on Beaver Deceiver installation, and comment

on church planting.
3. Acceptance of Minutes: 3/27/25 —Jim moved to accept. Kestrel seconded.
4. Communications and Public Comment:
a) Email communications - Tatiana summarized:
CC public communications for April 2025 Meeting

1. VECAN - (Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network) re Vermont’s Climate Superfund Act
and development of a Resilience Implementation Strategy, a joint initiative of the Governor and
the Vermont Treasurer, led through a partnership between the Treasurer’s Office and the Climate
Action Office.

a. Climate Superfund Act passed in 2024 in response to floods. The law aims to hold fossil
fuel companies responsible for their fair share of the escalating costs of climate-
intensified disasters so that Vermonters and Vermont communities aren’t stuck paying the
full bill.

b. The Resilience Implementation Strategy a key component of the Climate Superfund Act —
providing guidance on what projects should be funded through the Superfund — it will
inform state, regional and community planning and priority investments in needed
resilience strategies. The final version of the RIS is due July 1, 2025.

c. There was webinar with key players. We could get recording if anyone is interested — let
Tatiana know so she can request it.

2. Climate Action input event at Rockingham Library on 4/23, none of us were able to go but we are
encouraged to read the draft priority materials — see email from Tatiana, 4/23, so you can provide
feedback if you go to the zoom meeting May 1 at noon You can also submit comments, due by
May 1st.

3. Lots of debate/disagreement over forest management practices on the AVCC list serv. See new
folder for AVCC listserv/resources.



4. AVCC info on road salt bill being debated in legislature — H.86

5. AVCC info on work Jens Hilke of Vermont Fish and Wildlife is doing on wildlife crossings — Ann
Kerry from Putney CC used this info — Tatiana requested Ann to share her info. (Also see email
from Kelly Stettner for more resources on this from AVCC 4/13 email) in AVCC folder.

6. Audubon Vermont is partnering with the VT Land Trust to offer a field-based workshop
"Enhancing Habitat for Breeding Birds While Providing Recreational Opportunities" at VLT's
Pratt Refuge in Duxbury on Friday, May 2 from 9:30am - noon. (See upcoming events folder) To
learn more and register please click here.

7. Connecticut River Conservancy Thursday, May 8th, Wild & Scenic Film Festival. Short films
about environmental stewardship, adventure, and fellowship in the natural world at the Bellows
Falls Opera House. In addition to a film program hand-picked by CRC, there will be raffle prizes
and guest speakers. This is also a great opportunity to learn about CRC’s summer programming
and how to get involved. (See newsletters folder — CT River Conservancy newsletter) . Also in
this newsletter:

8. May 1: Blake Higgins dam removal site, Westminster, VT. CRC, in partnership with Vermont
River Conservancy, is planting a riparian buffer along this section of the Saxtons River where
they removed a dam last fall. Also:

9. Connecticut River Conservancy, with partner, the Vermont River Conservancy, will be planting
their100,000th tree in the Connecticut River watershed on May 8th at the Blake Higgins dam
removal site in Westminster, VT. This is on the same day as the Wild & Scenic Film Festival See
newsletter to sign up for treeplanting events.

5. Unfinished Business (Discussion / Action) —

a. Town Plan — Lachlan Francis was not able to come to the meeting, but sent a note regarding co-
hosting listening sessions with the Planning Commission on the Town Plan - possible dates to
share with Lachlan: June: Thursday evenings except the fourth one, or Mondays, June 16 or 30.
Saturdays: any in June. Main introduction to what a town plan is. Assign facilitator for break out
groups which would each address a different topic. Haveefreshments. We are not able to come to
their next meeting, suggest a joint planning meeting with one or two members of each
Commission sometime in May. Tatiana will convery this information to Lachlan.

b. Other programs/projects — follow up:

1. riparian buffer project/potential birding event -nothing new to report at this time. Tatiana wrote
to Vic Baisley of SEVCA and Cory Ross of the Windham Country NRCD. We, haven’t heard back yet.
We may need to postpone the birding event until fall.

2. Biodiversity Inventory - no new info except that Tatiana has a contact from Patti Smith. Will write to
them about possible interest.

3. Town forest planning — planning forum — Thursday July 31 6:30-8:30 pm. Institute. Information
should go in the June Gazette. Jim will draft a press release. Jim will reserve the Institute with librarian
Allison. Jim will bring topics (from the Town Forest Survey) to next meeting, and we can come up with


https://join.vlt.org/event/enhancing-habitat-for-breeding-birds-while-providing-recreational-opportunities/e673930

questions for the break-out groups. Kestrel to think about visuals for the presentation. Next meeting:
discuss reaching out to Town Forest neighbors to give them a heads up on potential trail development.

4. Green Up day planning - Sarah will arrange sandwich boards and bag availability. Rachael and Kestrel
will put up posters. Rachael contacted the Town Crew and they will be out collecting bags May 5/6.
They will keep statistics on number of bags.

5. Wildflower walk planning - meet at the WW School parking lot at 10 am on
Saturday April 26, rain or shine.

¢) Road salt — plan for discussion next meeting -H 86 is a bill addressing road salt. Tatiana will
reach out to Road Crew to see if they can send a representative to the May meeting.

6. New Business: none

7. Other Business: report on beaver deceiver installation near the Cooper-Ellis pump house south of
Hidden Springs Road. Jim said that it was well attended. They created the beginning of a dam in one
section to encourage the beavers to add to it, this being an area separate from where the water enters the
pipe and travels through the culvert.

No time to discuss our planting project near the cemetery last year. Add to agenda for May.

8. Date of Next Meeting: May 22nd, Westminster Institute

9. Adjournment at 8:30 pm

Minutes respectfully submitted by

Rachael Shaw, secretary



