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CELEBRATE THE USA’s 250TH

SAXTONS RIVER FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION

The Saxtons River Fourth of July Com-
mittee is excited to announce the details of
this year’s celebration which is scheduled
to take place Saturday, July 4 on Main
Street in the village of Saxtons River, Ver-
mont. This year marks the 81st Fourth of
July Celebration in Saxtons River and the
250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence.

The Fourth of July in Saxtons River is
so much more than just a parade, it’s an ex-
perience.

Everyone loves a parade, and this
year’s theme is Once upon a river! Every-
one is invited to enter, and the best parade
entry will receive a $500 prize.

The day starts with the Firecracker 5k
run, and new this year, a nine or 14 mile
bike ride, called the Tour des Villages with
routes towards Grafton.

To commemorate the 250th anniver-
sary of its signing, Mike Peller, head of
school for Vermont Academy, and a spe-
cial guest, will read the Declaration of In-
dependence from the band stand starting at
noon.

At 11 a.m., American Legion Post 37
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will open the parade with this year’s Grand
Marshals Denny McArdle and Berta Mar-
tin; followed by decorated bikes, vintage cars, a fife
and drum corps, emergency vehicles, floats, and so
much more.

After the parade there are activities for all ages in-
cluding the firefighter’s water polo contest, cotton
candy, a dunk booth, hula hoop contest, egg toss,
bounce house and other kid’s games, great food, and
don’t miss live, local musicians up on the bandstand.

The celebration ends with pickup softball and pick-
leball games at the Saxtons River Rec Area.

Local artist, Whitney Barrett, created this year’s
collectors t-shirt design, and new for this year, a col-
lectable pin. The designs capture the magic that hap-
pens in our beloved village and the theme Once Upon
a River.

Whitney is based in Saxtons River, works primarily
in 2D media including collage, pen and ink, acrylic

at the t-shirt booth. A donation of $10 is
suggested and will help support this
amazing day.
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SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS

Saturday, July 4

8:30-9:30 a.m. - Pie contest pie drop
off at the Saxtons River Inn, 27 Main
Street, Saxtons River.

7:30 a.m. - Firecracker road race reg-
istration opens on Main Street

8:30 a.m. - Firecracker road race start
time

9:30 a.m. - Tour des Villages bike ride
registration opens at The Saxtons River
Inn

9:30 a.m. - Parade line-up opens at
Vermont Academy, Shepard’s Lane

11:00 a.m.—noon |-Once Upon a River
Parade

Noon - Reading of the Declaration of
Independence by Mike Peller, head of
school, Vermont Academy and special
guests

11: a.m.—4:00 p.m. - Games, food,
street fair activities

*

paint, and found text. Whitney teaches full time at Ver-
mont Academy in the Humanities department and
shows her work locally at Canal Street Art Gallery in
Bellows Falls.

T-shirts are certain to sell out! T-shirts will be avail-
able at the street fair on July 4, while supplies last.

The price is $25 and helps cover expenses associ-
ated with this day-long event.

In an effort to keep textiles out of landfills, again
this year, Anna Clark and Marcy Cruthirds will hand
silk screen a one-color version of this year’s t-shirt de-
sign on items you already own.

Items could be a t-shirt, tote bag, pillow case, scarf,
and more. T-shirts, or other items, can be dropped off
at the Saxtons River Village Market anytime before
Wednesday, June 24 and then picked up at the Market
Saturday, June 26 from 9 a.m. to noon or on the fourth

12:30-3:15 p.m. - Live, local musi-
cians up on the bandstand - featuring,
Andrew & Felix and Shamus Martin

5:00 p.m. Pick-up  softball
pickleball at the Saxtons River Rec Area begins

and

There are so many ways to participate.

There’s still time to enter the parade, local bakers
can bake a pie for the contest, runners can run in the
Firecracker 5k, cyclists can bike, anyone can compete
in the hula hoop contest or egg toss, play games and
eat great food at the street fair, or volunteer and lend a
helping hand. Learn more at SRV Tfourth.org.

The Saxtons River Fourth of July Committee is a
small group of creative, enthusiastic individuals from
Saxtons River, and nearby, dedicated to continuing the
tradition of Saxtons River being a prized destination
for Fourth of July fun for kids of all ages!

AFTER 40 YEARS, KURN HATTIN MusiC DIRECTOR LISA BIANCONI RETIRES

Kurn Hattin Home and School for
Children bid farewell this spring to
longtime Music Director Lisa Bian-
coni, who retired after 40 years of |
service and leadership.

Bianconi joined Kurn Hattin in
1985 shortly after graduating from
college and went on to build one of the
school’s most recognized and endur-
ing programs. Over four decades, she
helped generations of students dis-
cover confidence, creativity, disci-
pline, and belonging through music.  [§

“Lisa’s impact on Kurn Hattin is g
immeasurable,” said Executive Direc-
tor Sue Kessler. “She has touched the
lives of thousands of children, helping
them discover talents they didn’t know
they had and giving them opportuni-
ties they never imagined possible. Her
legacy will live on in the students she
inspired and the program she built.”

When Bianconi arrived at Kurn
Hattin, most student performances
took place off campus, before the con-
struction of the school’s auditorium
and music wing. Over the years, she
helped shape both facilities, working
closely with architects to create spaces
that would support music education
and performance for generations to
come.

Under her leadership, Kurn Hattin
students performed throughout New
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England and beyond, including ap-

pearances at Lincoln Center, the White House lawn,
and Fenway Park. The program grew to include choir,
band, jazz ensembles, musicals, and other opportunities
that allowed every child to participate and succeed.

“One thing that kept me here all these years was that
so much music happens at Kurn Hattin,” said Bianconi.
“I never had to choose between choir, band, jazz, or
theater. We could do it all.”

For Bianconi, however, the true measure of success
has always been the students.

“Teaching children is a huge gift and responsibil-
ity,”’she said. “Many kids arrive at Kurn Hattin without
having experienced positive reinforcement in a school
setting. It’s been a privilege to work with them and help
show them who they can be.”

Throughout her career, Bianconi contributed to

| many areas of Kurn Hattin in addition
| to her work as Music Director. She
4§ credits her success to the many assis-
. tants, volunteers, colleagues, families,
and community partners who sup-
ported the program over the years.

“I am so grateful to everyone who
welcomed me, believed in me, and
“M helped make the program what it be-
'%.| came,” she said. “You’ve made me

better as a teacher and a person.”
| Kurn Hattin recognized Bianconi’s
retirement during Kurn Hattin Day on
May 16, where she led her final stu-
| dent performance on campus.

Former Kurn Hattin teacher, Prin-
cipal, and Executive Director Chris
| Barry was on hand to pay tribute to
Bianconi, saying “At the time [we
hired Lisa] I thought, Chris, you better
get this right. The Music Director is
more important than the Principal.
Well, I hit the jackpot.”

Bianconi looks forward to spend-
ing more time with family, including
her new grandchildren, focusing on
her health, and traveling. Yet her con-
nection to Kurn Hattin remains strong.

“I went to Kurn Hattin to teach
music,” she reflected. “I’'m leaving
with a family.”

In photo, Kurn Hattin retiring
Mousic Director Lisa Bianconi.
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WCS END OF YEAR CELEBRATION

Westminster Center School (WCS) finished the year in high style, with beautiful
community celebrations and academic triumphs. Under the leadership of Principal
Liz Harty and Superintendent Andy Haas, WCS continues to flourish.

The Spring Family Event on June 4, which commenced with band performances
under the pavilion, included interactive fun with Troy Wunderle, stories under the
amphitheater with Board Member Ron BosLun, plant giveaway at the garden, PTO
raffle, hotdogs, popcorn, and lemonade. It was a joyful way for the WCS community
to celebrate together. Watching parents, grandparents, children, and neighbors mingle
was a true delight.

Field Day on June 12 was another smashing success. Many thanks to the staff
and volunteers who made it happen, notably the Westminster Fire Department for
the gift of a massively celebratory soaking. Speaking of success, here is news from
Principal Harty:

“We are celebrating! As part of monitoring the progress of all students, we track
the impact of our instruction in multiple ways including the percentage of students
who reach grade level proficiency in reading. This year, with your support, our stu-
dents and staff have worked so hard and WCS saw a 38% increase in reading profi-
ciency from students in grades K-6! As we make progress toward our school-wide
goal of 70% reading at grade level, we want to thank you for all you do to support
your students in their daily learning.”

Best wishes to all for a safe and healthy summer as the never-ending, joyful work
of the staff and faculty of Westminster Center School continues.

AUGUST 2026 PRIMARY INFORMATION

The Vermont Voter Portal vote.vermont.gov, previ-
ously the My Voter Page is voters’ primary online re-
source for all election information unique to them. The
site includes registration status, absentee ballot requests
and statuses, participation history, polling places, sam-
ple ballots, candidate listings for upcoming elections
and more.

Voters can log in anytime using their name, town,

date of birth and either their driver’s license number or
the last 4 digits of their Social Security Number (SSN).

Absentee ballots can be requested:

-In person, at the town clerk’s office,

-In writing using the absentee ballot request form
found online at the Vermont

Voter Portal (vote.vermont.gov),

-By phone to the town clerk, or

-Online via the Vermont Voter Portal (vote.ver-
mont.gov)

The Westminster Institute, 3534 US Route 5, will
be open 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. August 11, 2026 for Pri-
mary voting.

For more information contact the Westminster town
clerk at 802-722-4091 or clerk@westminstervt.org or
asstclerk@westminstervt.org.

NEwWS FROM WESTMINSTER CARES

The Westminster Cares Board of Directors met on June
11 at the Westminster Institute with President Lori Larue pre-
siding. The following board members attended: Treasurer
Frannie Waldron, Treasurer Doug Oftedahl, Don Dawson,
Cindy Moses, and Director, Michelle Aron. The board dis-
cussed the upcoming Garden Tour on July 11 and 12 and the
Celebration of Aging on Sept. 12.

WESTMINSTER CARES GARDEN TOUR: The
23 rd annual Westminster Cares Garden Tour will be held
on July 11 and 12. Over the years this event has become the
major fundraiser for Westminster Cares. Look for more in-
formation at www.westminstercares.org.

COMMUNITY NURSE PROGRAM: Our Commu-

and care coordination. To receive a phone call or schedule
an initial home visit with the nurse, please call the office at
802-722-3607.

ELDER TECH: Do you have questions about a device?
[laptop, cell phone, smart phone] Elder Tech sessions are
held at the Westminster Institute. If you would like to make
an appointment for a session, please call the office @ (802)
722-3607. (Open to Westminster residents 60 and older.)

The following list is for donations made in someone’s
honor or memory.

HONORARY:

In honor of the BFUHS Class 0of 2026, from Bill Smidutz

In honor of Karen Walter, from Elizabeth Haggerty

MEMORIALS:
In memory of Sally Davis, from Howard Davis
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Millie Austin
In memory of Barbara Kurkul, from Bill Smidutz
Inmemory of John Connors, from Don and Donna Dawson
In memory of Norman Wright, from Lee Stookey
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Allison and David Deen
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Carolyn Marsh
In memory of Pat Hass, from Don and Donna Dawson
Inmemory of Norman Wright, from Allison and David Deen
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Don and Donna Dawson
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Don and Sandra Astley
In memory of Hollis Ryea, from Miriam Lanata

nity Nurse, Kathy Shuster, is available for wellness checks
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Holistic Medicine
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Holistic Care for Whole People
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Acupuncture

Biological Medicine
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treat the cause of the symptoms and not just
the symptoms themselves. Also, a very pleasant
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www.mapleleafchimneysweep.com
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Nutritional Counseling

Aaron. G, Springfiehd, VT

Massage
Our Bodies Are Ecosystems not Chemistry Sets™.

4923 US Route 5 * Westminster, VT

802-722-4023

WWW.S0journs.org

Physical Therapy
Herbal Medicine

Immune Support

Insurance accepted for all billable services
gift cervificares available

Apothecary

BRENNARN

BUILDING
EXCAVATION
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

BEST SEPTIC

m.bﬁ;@ﬂbcvt.mt
bastseptic@grmail COMRF
Faxe: (BO2)-463-1523

All Septic MNeeds,
Portable Toilats,
Jetting and Camera Service.

Jeff & Lisa Ruggiero

Owners

(802)-463-9444

BIG OR SMALL WE PUMP IT ALL!

802 869 2866

www.BrennanConstructionVT.com

ADVERTISE IN THE GAZETTE!

Annual Rates:
Pages 2-3 - approx. 4’x5” $350 a year - $50 for one month
Pages 4-7 - approx. 4.7"x6.8” $600 a year - $100 for one month
Page 8 - approx. 2.5"x3.25” - $230 a year

A Division of
WESTMINSTER FARMS

New Sections Introductory Rates:

Yo S s A&E Events Section $50 a month
_l:Dp Soil Made in "'f-.—::rnmm New & Seasonal Businesses Section $200 for 3 months
Compost By
e Vermont Farmers Underwriting Support is a donation of at least $300 annually and does
ried Manure e . " ! 1S9
And not include advertising. Underwriters are listed in the box on page 6

each month.
We also welcome article submissions that would be of interest to the
community. We ask for a maximum size limit of 500 words, and reserve
the right to edit for content and length. Thank you!
On-line at: www.westminstervt.org

Vermont Cows

'O Box 24 4187 US Rt 5 Westrminster Sta, VT 03159
Phone/Fax; 802 722 4017 Email- westfarmsl @myfairpoint.net
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OUR PLACE FOOD DRIVE AT SAXTONS RIVER 4TH CELEBRATION

As a part of the 250th anniversary celebration, Our
Place Community Food Center will provide an oppor-
tunity to help those in need through a food and funding
drive at the street fair held during Saxtons River
Fourth of July festivities. This is a joint effort between
Our Place and the Saxtons River Little Free Pantry.

“The number of people turning to Our Place for a
meal or groceries is growing,” says Our Place Execu-
tive Director David Billings. “Giving by the commu-
nity helps bridge the gap between what folks need and
what we have to offer. Making a financial gift is the
most helpful thing you can do. We buy in bulk and at
a discount, so the dollar you spend on canned or pack-
aged food goes further when combined with other
funding.”

Food and cash gifts may be brought to the Our
Place van which will be parked on Main Street beside
the Saxtons River Community Free Pantry 10am-3pm

on Saturday, July 4th. Monthly or one-time gifts may mailing a check to Our Place, P.O. Box 852, Bellows
also be made online at OurPlaceVermont.org or by Falls, VT 05101.

WESTMINSTER CARES ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR JULY 11-12

The Westminster Gar- AT
den Tour will be held July
11 and 12, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. each day.

Tickets are $20 for one,
or $35 for two; they are
good for both days of the
tour. Children under age 16
get free admission.

This is Westminster
Cares’ main fundraising
event, and it would not be
possible without the gen- |
erosity and incredible talent |
of Gordon and Mary
Hayward. _

This year’s Tour takes <%
you through the lush land-
scape of Westminster Center, the rolling hills of West-
minster West, and just over the Putney border. The
Hayward’s Westminster West gardens will once again
highlight the Tour, which celebrates its 23rd anniver-
sary this year. Gordon and Mary helped start the tour
in 2003, after a successful garden tour for the Yellow
Barn Music Festival.

T

In addition to the Haywards’ gardens, Cheryl
Charles, The Westminster Center School, Rodbard and
Payne-Meyer gardens will be on this year’s tour.

Special program Saturday at 1:30 p.m., Mark
Ragonese demonstrating sapling bending, weaving and
simple constructions for the garden. On Sunday, don’t
miss the Sandglass Theater’s Flea Circus at the Hay-

ward Gardens. Both special programs are included with
your ticket. We hope you enjoy our town, meet new
friends, and appreciate all of the beautiful gardens on
display.

Sincere appreciation goes out to our corporate spon-
sors for their tremendous support and community in-
volvement: Chroma Technology Corp.; Mascoma
Bank; Allen Bros Farms; Savings Bank of Walpole; Sil-
ver Forest; 802 Credit Union; Brattleboro Bowl; Ben-
sonwood and Cota & Cota.

Throughout the tour, tickets can be purchased for a
raffle with over 12 fabulous prizes.

Lunch and refreshments will be available for pur-
chase in the garden caf¢ under tents at the Hayward’s.
Morning Star Perennials & Trees will again have an
array of unique and Vermont-hardy plants for sale at
the Hayward garden.

Tickets are available online until July 6th at
www.westminstercares.org. They can also be pur-
chased throughout the tour at the Hayward’s garden or
the Westminster Institute.

For more information visit westminstercares.org;
call the office at 802-722-3607 or email westminster-
caresvt@gmail.com.

KURN HATTIN GRADUATES THE CLASS OF 2026

Kurn Hattin

Home and School for Children

Give Your
Home
a Hug!

With a low cost
Green Mountain
Home Repair loan.

Maintaining your home
matters, and now there's
an affordable way to
tackle those home

improvement projects.

help!

GREEN MOUNTAIN
Home

NeightorWerks (=Y

Kurn Hattin Home and School for
Children celebrated the close of the
school year with a week of special activ-
ities, awards, and traditions culminating
in commencement exercises for six
eighth-grade graduates on June 6.

Family members, friends, staff,
alumni, and supporters gathered on cam-
pus to honor the Class of 2026. A high-
light of the ceremony came when the
graduates performed Beethoven’s Ode to
Joy on their instruments, showcasing the
musical skills and confidence they devel-
oped during their years at Kurn Hattin.

Board Vice President Eric Velto wel-
comed attendees and encouraged gradu-
ates to carry forward the lessons of
perseverance, teamwork, and self-ex-
pression they learned through music and
their experiences at Kurn Hattin.

Student speakers Emmery Dundore
and Dezeray Green reflected on their
journeys and the friendships, support,

and personal growth they found at Kurn
Hattin.

Graduates and other children were
recognized through a variety of awards
celebrating citizenship, leadership, ath-
letics, music, and personal growth.
Among the honorees, Dezeray Green re-
ceived the Self-Advocacy Award, the
Maiola Athletic Award, and the Alumni
Association Award. Jocelynn Smith re-
ceived the Suitcase Award for outstand-
ing progress, while Aria Norway, Issac
Billue, Kahlan Riker, and Emmery Dun-
dore also received special honors.

The commencement ceremony
served as both a celebration of achieve-
ment and a reflection of the values that
define the Kurn Hattin experience—per-
severance, kindness, personal growth,
and community. The Kurn Hattin com-
munity wishes the graduates continued
success and looks forward to following
their future accomplishments.

WHALEN NAMED SBW MANAGER

Savings Bank of Walpole (SBW)
welcomes Nicholas Whalen as Branch
and Business Development Manager for
its Walpole branches. He joined the Bank
on May 11, this year.

Whalen brings nearly two decades of
banking experience and a strong back-
ground in customer service, business de-
velopment, and community engagement.
Since beginning his banking career in
2007 he has held a variety of leadership
roles, including Branch Manager posi-

sive experience in team leadership, mar-
keting, recruiting, and helping customers
and businesses achieve their financial
goals.

“Nick brings a passion for relation-
ship banking and a strong commitment
to helping customers succeed,” said Do-
minic Perkins, SVP, Senior Retail Bank-
ing Officer at SBW. “With his
experience, leadership skills, and dedica-
tion to the communities he serves, he’s
an excellent fit for SBW and for the Wal-

» Health & safety issues

« Structural problems

« Failing mechanical systems
« Energy efficiency upgrades

» Interior & exterior modifications

for elderly or disabled

ATV,

Windham
Windsor

Howsing Trus

tions. These experiences gave him exten- pole community.”

* "Vermont's LargestFarm Stand :
Garden Center & Nursery
Fresh pies and award winniggcide

Visit us: Exit §
Route 5 South, Wlltllinhf
802-722-3395 - allenbrothersfi
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Nature Notes - My Garage Is a Nursery This Year

by Alma Beals, Vermont Master Gardener and Naturalist

Earlier this spring, I had a Carolina wren almost run
into me as I turned the corner of the greenhouse by the
garage. The same thing happened the next day. What is
going on? Time to investigate.

I discovered not only were wrens nested inside, but
also robins were building a nest on a cross beam. I al-
ready knew that mourning doves had a nest over the
door. Wow, three pairs of birds nesting in one small
garage. You probably know that several species can
nest fairly close without disputes whereas some birds
get into fights. Just observe the fights we see with
Canada geese over territories.

I’m leaving the car outside and hoping to watch but
not interfere. Carolina wrens, robins, and mourning
doves all incubate about 14 days and fledge for about

14 days, but I don’t know when the eggs were laid.
Therefore, I’'m not sure when they will hatch.

Other birds nesting in my yard are catbirds, cardi-
nals, and rose breasted grosbeaks. By watching them I
know which side of the yard they are nesting in but I
don’t ever follow them because I do not want a predator
following my tracks and endangering them.

At the swamp, I have enjoyed the geese and duck
babies, but the birds I really enjoy are the killdeer. They
migrate at the end of February or early March They are
the only shorebird with two black neck bands, and it is
hard to think of them as shorebirds. They often nest on
the side of the road in a small depression, and the nest
is so well camouflaged that often we are surprised
when a baby appears.

Killdeer are well-known for their broken-wing dis-
play. They will lure a predator, including humans, away
by faking a broken wing. Once the predator is far
enough away, they recover and fly away. Other birds
that nest on the ground also use the broken-wing dis-
play.

I recently read that the preen oil of killdeer and other
ground nesting birds changes during the nesting season
so that the smell of the incubating bird is less likely to
be found by a predator.

Now back to waiting and watching the nursery in
my garage.

In photos, from left, Carolina Wren, Robin and
Killdeer.

WESTMINSTER SA

By Jesse Haas

“Exploring Our Cemeteries” is the title of
the Historical Society’s new exhibit, due to
open on July 11.

We’re pairing some notable stones with
biographies of the people they honor. Though
this is the 250th anniversary of the US. Dec-
laration of Independence, for Westminster
it’s a sort of gap year.

1775 was when the Revolution started
here, with the Massacre on March 13, follow
by the participation of several Westminster
men in the Battle of Bunker Hill. In 1776 the
war largely happened elsewhere. The pace
picked up for us in 1777 with Vermont’s dec-
laration of independence from New York,
which happened here in Westminster, and
then the Saratoga Campaign, when the Con-
necticut Valley was directly threatened by Lt.
Colonel Baum’s troops and Mohawk fight-
ers.

That drew many more Westminster men
into the army for a few months, and to par-
ticipation in the Battle of Saratoga. We’ll be commemo-
rating that next year.

This year our focus is broader. We’re featuring the
graves and bios of a few Revolutionary War soldiers, but
also some Civil War soldiers, someone who was born a
slave, and other notables from different eras.

We’re also hoping to encourage people to take a stroll
through our beautiful cemeteries to find unique markers
designated on our Cemetery Stroll Challenge.

The first person to complete the challenge will win a
copy of WESTMINSTER, VERMONT: TOWNSHIP
NUMBER ONE, 1735-2000, our comprehensive history
of the town. The Challenge will be available at the mu-
seum (upstairs at the town hall) and the Bradley Law Of-
fice, open Saturdays 2-4 from July 11-September 5.

Speaking of cemeteries, as we do frequently these
days, here’s an update on the cleaning. Vermont Old
Cemeteries Association (VOCA) and Westminster His-
torical Society (WHS) held a very successful work bee
on June 13.

MPLER - EXPLORING OUR CEMETERIES

We had at least 40 volunteers who straightened 50
stones and cleaned well over 100. Possibly because of the
bright sun that day, the D2 that we used on the stones
worked more quickly than it did last year, so the stones
at the north end of the Old Cemetery (top of Courthouse
Hill) already look great.

Along with cleaning and straightening stones, WHS
volunteers trimmed many of the cedar trees that were
closely overhanging the gravestones and the Bradley
mausoleum. This allows a clear line of sight from the
front of the cemetery to the back.

To top it all off, the Vermont Agency of Historic
Preservation sent outdoor art conservationist Bob Han-
num to clean and preserve the William French Monu-
ment. It has been decades since this received attention
from the state.

Bob cleaned the surround and most of the column.
He plans to return with a tall stepladder or other safe
method of cleaning the very top. For the moment it’s a
little mossy-looking, so provides a before-and-after con-

trast. Bob also burnished the lettering on the monument

and it is now highly readable, and looks as if someone
cares about it. We were very impressed with Bob’s rev-
erence for the cemetery, and the care he uses in his job.

We plan to hold a small demonstration of cleaning
and straightening stones at the Westminster West
Church Fair in early September, followed by a work bee
in that cemetery a few weeks later. Stay tuned!

Meanwhile we’ve asked Jennifer Bartlau of the
Cambridge, Vermont Historical Society, to speak at our
annual meeting about the symbols to be found on old
gravestones. Date to be determined, but this will take
place in early October. Watch this space!

As you stroll through the cemeteries completing the
Challenge, make a note of phrases and images to ask
her about. As always, check our website, www.westmin-
stervthistory.org, and our Facebook page, Westminster
Vt Historical Society, for announcements.

Above, volunteers cleaning cemetery headstones.

NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Department holds their
monthly meetings at 7 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday of the month
and a combined drill on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Res-
cue training is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

Next association meeting is Tuesday, July 7 at 7 p.m.

The Prudential Committee normally meets once or
twice a month. A warning will be posted 48 hours prior
to each meeting.

Unless otherwise called for a special meeting, the Pru-
dential Committee meets on the 3rd Sunday of every
month at the Fire House on Grout Ave at 10 a.m.

Next scheduled prudential meeting July 19th

Number of calls in May: 34

Number of calls through June 25th: 35

Number of calls calendar year to date: 204

Number of calls fiscal year from July 1st: 450

Association Meeting: The Westminster Fire and Res-
cue Association met for their regular meeting June 2nd
with President J.T. Tabolt presiding. There were 24 mem-
bers present and 3 members excused. Currently there are
44 members of the volunteer fire department. Howard
Reed was accepted as a new member under the 6-month
probation guidelines

Emergency responses: May turned out to be another
busy month with 34 calls for the month. Here is the break-
down for the 34 calls: 17 rescue/medical calls; 4 Mutual
Aid 1 to Bellows Falls, 1 to Rockingham, 1 to Westmore-
land, 1 to Charlestown; 6 motor vehicle crashes/ inci-

dents; 1 smoke investigations; 3 false alarms; 1 service
call; 2 structure/ vehicle fires.

Pavilion: The new pavilion is taking shape. The ce-
ment pad was poured last Tuesday. Stop by the fire house
on Grout Ave and take a look.

Tips for sunscreen and insect repellent: Apply sun-
screen 30 minutes before going outside. Reapply every 2
hours. Unprotected skin starts turning red in 20 minutes.
Insect repellent is handy to have and apply before going
into buggy areas.

Also bugs and mosquitoes like dusk, so just sitting
outside can make you a target. Always read and adhere
to label directions and warnings to use products safely.

Be aware of ticks and do a body check for ticks each
night if you have been in a possible tick infested area.

Continuing Education: Since 2013 the Westminster
Fire Department Association has given out over $20,000
to deserving students from the senior class of the BFUHS,
The income is derived from memorial and honorary do-
nations received by the fire department. The scholarship
committee met to review applications for scholarships
from 2026 graduates from Bellows Fall Union High
School. This year 2 applicants were awarded $2,000 each.
This year’s awards went to Alyson Streeter and Tatiana
Sharon. To contribute to this account, send memorial do-
nations to Westminster Fire & Rescue Association PO
Box 111 Westminster 05158

Emergency off- road: The department is looking for

names of anyone who has an off-road vehicle that they
would be willing to operate in case of an emergency re-
quiring off road or 4 wheelers. Contact any member of
the department if this is something you are willing and
able to make available

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS FOR SALE: Anyone
want to buy a fire extinguisher? We have them for sale
and there are 4 sizes available. See the Chief or stop by
the fire station for more information if interested.

The Westminster Fire & Rescue Association wel-
comes donations throughout the year from anyone wish-
ing to remember or honor a loved one or a friend. All
memorial donations go into our scholarship fund to be
given out at graduation from Bellows Falls Union High
School. Send donation to:

Westminster Fire & Rescue Association

PO Box 111 Westminster, 05158

Donations received in May/ June:

Jim and Coleen Grout

George Streeter

Memorial Donations received in May/June:

From Mary Mitchell in memory of Norm Wright

From Catherine Nash in memory of Norm Wright

As always, we would like to thank the members of
the community for their continued support of the fire de-
partment.

Check us out on our web-site www.westminsterfire-
andrescue.org.
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
WESTMINSTER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

By Rachael Shaw

Green Up Day Report

The Westminster Con-
servation Commission gi
(WCC) coordinates Green [Jes
Up Day for the Town.
Westminster’s participation fg&
in Vermont’s Annual Green [§
Up Day on May 2 was en- :
thusiastic, with 311 bags [
collected, as well as 4-5
pieces of furniture, 17 tires
and three 5-gallon buckets
of oil. Hundreds of cigarette
butts were also picked up;
these can contain toxins that
contaminate soil, and can
also start forest fires during dry spells. Last summer there
were brush fires along Route 9 that began with cigarette
butts.

Thanks to all Green Up participants for your hard
work and dedication! Thanks especially to those stalwart
folks on Henwood Hill Road who filled/dragged out 150
bags of trash that had been dumped over the banks. There
are several unpopulated stretches of road where a few
people throw beer cans everyday, and sometimes these
are full of tobacco spit and even dead mice, gross! This
makes it hard to separate out recycling when greening up,
because some of the cans are so disgusting. We ask that
residents take notice of extensive littering while out walk-
ing and biking, and make efforts to focus on those areas
during Green Up day next year. It can be a challenge, as
some of those areas are hilly, overgrown and very difficult
to traverse. Stay safe!

One area that could use a green up team (with reflec-
tive vests!) next year is the highway on-ramp from Route

5 all the way to Back Westminster Road. Green Up Ver-
mont has an app. We will make efforts to use it next year
to coordinate some teams for tough areas.

Spring Ephemeral Walk

The WCC hosted a spring ephemeral walk on May
9. On a cool drizzly morning, three WCC members and
four guests wandered some of the trails of Hidden Springs
Maple Farm, in search of these fleeting blooms.

Because the spring was cool and gradual, many of the
early ephemerals were still blooming. We were able to
see the following species: Golden Alexander, Toothwort,
Jack in the Pulpit, Trillium, Foamflower, Searsucker
Sedge, Conks (shelf fungi), Small flower buttercup,
Canada Mayflowers, Yellow violets, Dutchman’s
breeches, Trout lily, Maidenhair fern, Blue cohosh, and
Princess pine. We were also very heartened to spot some
moose droppings.

Mini Grant Received

The WCC recently was awarded a mini grant from the
Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions
(AVCC). The official title of the grant is the Westminster
Town Forest Outreach & Improvement Project. We re-
ceived $800 to begin work on planning a revitalized trail
network, a small parking lot and a kiosk to make the
Westminster Town Forest more inviting and accessible to
visitors. It is a wonderful and underutilized resource in
the town. We could use volunteers! If you are interested
in this or any other projects that the WCC is working on,
or in joining the WCC, please contact us at westminster-
vtconservation@gmail.com.

A Visit to the Town Forest

On May 15, the WCC members explored a section of
the Westminster Town Forest with invited guests Isabel
Bowman (Conservation Specialist for the Windham
County Natural Resources Conservation District) and
Marie Caduto (regional Watershed Coordinator for the
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation.)
We were all pleased to see that the wood duck box that
we installed in March is likely inhabited, and that there
were many bird, plant and wildlife signs and sounds in
the beautiful habitat that makes up the this special forest.

Sharing Space with Wildlife

We love turtles! Though not specifically a WCC proj-
ect, volunteers Tatiana Schreiber, Rachael Shaw and Rob
Allembert installed turtle crossing signs to the north and
south of Westminster West village after noting significant
turtle mortality there this spring. Signs were paid for by

donations from residents of the village. If you notice a
turtle (or other reptile or amphibian) and would like to
play a role as a citizen scientist, you can report your ob-
servation to this wonderful organization at www.vther-
patlas.org.

Remember to secure garbage and compost from bears
and other animals! The other day a bear was seen sitting
and eating trash during the day next to the Westminster
West Road between Saxtons River and Westminster West
Village. Please don’t put garbage out until pick up day
unless you have a very secure place to keep it.

The Westminster Conservation Commission meets on
the fourth Thursday of the month, alternating between the
Westminster Institute and the Westminster West Library,
with a Zoom option available. The public is always wel-
come.

Photo above, group in front of the large wetland. At
left, Westminster resident Rob Allembert installing turtle
crossing sign. Photos by Rachael Shaw.

REMEMBRANCES
JUuLYy 2026

LILLIAN DARRAH, 85
271771941 -6/9/2026
WESTMINSTER, VT

RITA HINDS, 97
8/13/1928-6/7/2026
BELLOWS FALLS, VT

RACHAEL JAMES, 67
11/10/1958-5/30/2026
BELLOWS FALLS, VT

GREG KORGESKI, 72
D. 5/27/2026
SAXTONS RIVER, VT

BARBARA JEAN
“BARBIE” KURKUL, 64
12716/ 1961 -5/28/2026
SAXTONS RIVER, VT

COMMUNITY CLOTHING

CLOSET OPENS

The St. Charles Daughters of Mary Community
Clothing Closet is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Bring an item you no longer use and swap if for
gently used clothing. A monetary donation is accept-
able if you don't have something to swap.

Located at 31 Cherry Hill Street in Bellows Falls in
the St. Charles Social Center. Call 802-463-0729 for
more information.

ELRY « LAPIDARY SERVICES 45~ ~

Treasures from the Earth,

crafted for you.

ROCKS & MINERALS JEWELRY & GIFTS LAPIDARY SERVICES
Quality specimens Beautiful pieces Drilling, cutting,
from around the world made from natural stone and more

(@) 1993 Pine Banks Rd

\®) butney,vrosass | () 8023767313

ey

Keep your
money local.

We're proud to be the
Monadnock Region’s truly
local bank, committed to
giving back to our community
and providing customers
with the best products

and services in town.

Y davings
¥ Bank o
< Walpole

since 1875

Member = . =
walpolebank.com | Fi:r)nlc | n m Photo by Scott DuChene

>4 fredsrockshop@gmail.com

emple
Chiropractic

0t e

;g ?; Open Saurdays
10AM - 4pPM
LAPIDARY CLASSES 4
Lapidary series
offered APPOINTMENTS ANYTIME!

Find us on Facebook!

fredsrockshop.com @FredsRockShop

The savings bank of you.™
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ROCKINGHAM ANNOUNCES HISTORICAL EXHIBIT CELEBRATING TOWN’S BURIAL GROUNDS

The Rockingham Cemetery
Committee, in collaboration with
local historical societies and
preservationists, is proud to an-
nounce the launch of a comprehen-
sive public exhibit at the
Rockingham Free Public Library.
The exhibit offers an immersive
look into the town’s five municipal !
burial grounds, exploring how
their distinct landscapes, iconogra-
phy, and records document the so-
cial, cultural, and structural
evolution of the region from the
late18th century to the modem era.

Featured content includes an
exploration of the renowned
"Rockingham School" of stone
carvers. Led by the Moses Wright
family in the 1790s, the Rocking-
ham School produced the fractured 1798 Samuel Walker slate
headstone, which is part of the exhibit (photo). Restoring the
stone is a project the Rockingham Cemetery Committee

hopes to fund and complete, in align-
ment with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior’s Standards for Preservation.
Visitors will also discover the fasci-
nating history of "white bronze" zinc
monuments manufactured by the
Monumental Bronze Company,
which remain remarkably well-pre-
served across the Oak Hill, Saxtons
River, and Cambridgeport grounds.
Amajor highlight of the display is
its focus on the human stories safe-
guarded within these historic spaces.
Through personal interviews and oral
histories, the exhibit showcases the
Kinney family of Saxtons River,
demonstrating the unique value of lo-
calized record-keeping over general-
ized online databases. These
narratives are accompanied by exten-
sive document transcriptions and professional, timestamped
assessment photography by local photographer Tricia Suri-
ani, whose field imagery forms the bedrock of the town's

current preservation and digitization initiatives.

"Cemeteries are enduring cultural landscapes; they tell
the stories of our ancestors and serve as a direct indicator of
civic pride," said the Committee, echoing regional preser-
vation principles. "This exhibit is designed to spark a com-
munity-wide conversation about how these sacred spaces
should be protected, funded, and utilized as public resources
today."

Beyond historical education, the exhibit serves as a call
to action for the community. The Rockingham Cemetery
Committee is actively seeking volunteers to assist with sea-
sonal landscape cleanups, grave marker restoration, and an
ongoing collaboration with the public library to build a
searchable digital database.

The exhibit is free and open to the public during normal
library hours. For more information contact the committee
at ChairofRockinghamCemeteryComm(@gmail.com.

Opening Reception: The Rockingham Cemetery Com-
mittee invites the community to the opening reception on
Saturday, July 11, at Noon. Join us at the Rockingham Free
Public Library for tea and cookies. See maps of the five
Rockingham cemeteries, learn about local family history,
and see an historic tombstone that is ready for renovation.

WESTMINSTER HAPPENINGS

WE’RE ALWAYS UPDATING THE HAPPENINGS ENTRIES. PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN THINGS CHANGE OR
WHEN SOMETHING SHOULD BE ADDED OR REMOVED. THANK YOU!

FAITH COMMUNITY

The First Congregational Church of Westminster

First Congregational Church of Westminster on Rt
5 in Westminster.

We are a growing faith community and welcome
you to join us. We have a children's message at each
service and fellowship follows in the Hall. Rev. Rich
O'Donnell serves as Pastor. We hope to see you !!

The Congregational Church of Westminster West
Worships every Sunday at 10 a.m. We are using

Facebook Live to stream our weekly services. We are
an Open and Affirming Church and fully accessible.

On the first Sunday of every month we celebrate
Holy Communion. For those watching on Facebook,
please provide your own elements. On the second Sun-
day, the congregation collects a special offering for the
food shelf at Our Place in Bellows Falls. Each dollar
donated buys $10 of food for Our Place from the Ver-
mont Food Bank.

As we seek a settled pastor through our search and
call process, we will not be able to offer office hours as
usual, but the Deacons (Karen Blanchard, Charlotte
Gifford, Ray Huessy, Adrienne Major and Sue Ven-
man) are available to support the congregation.

You can leave a message on the church number
(802-387-1175) or you can contact a deacon directly.

For all questions of church building use, please con-
tact Tom Griffith tgriffith@hilltopmontessori.org.

Walpole Unitarian Church

The corner of Union and Main Streets, Walpole,
NH. Services begin at 10 a.m. with Rev. Elaine Bom-
ford. wwwwalpoleunitarian.org. First Sunday of each
month is Circle Sunday with visiting presenters.

United Church of Bellows Falls

Worship service is at 10 a.m. every Sunday at 8
School Street. All are welcome to attend.

Following the service, we host a time of refreshments
where you can get to know other members of our com-
munity. We offer many other services throughout the
week, so there’s something for everyone.

To learn more, call us at (802) 463-4323 or visit
us. Also find us on Facebook. We’re always happy
to meet new people and welcome them into our
church family.

Putney Friends Meeting - Quakers

17 Bellows Falls Rd (Rt 5) just north of Putney Vil-
lage. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 10:30, Intergenera-
tional Singing at 10. All are Welcome! Check
www.putneyfriendsmeeting.org for information.

ACTIVITIES

Butterfield Library hours are Mon. 10 a.m. - 3
p.m., Tues. 3-8 p.m. and Thur. 1-6 p.m. Sat. 10:30

a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Westminster West Library Hours Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday 1- 6 p.m., Saturday 10 - 2
p.m.

August Deadline

The deadline for
the Aug. 2026 Issue of the
Westminster Gazette is
Wednesday, July 22
Publication Date Is

Wed. July 29
To Contact the
Westminster Gazette
E-mail:
westminsternews@gmail.com

Gentle Yoga with Lisa Nigro Monday's 10:30-11:45
a.m. at the Westminster Institute and online for
winter.

This is an all levels class with a focus on building
strength, increasing range of motion and flexibility,
and improving balance. All poses can be modified to
be either more accessible or more challenging.

Radiance Yoga: A slow Yoga fusion class with focus
on immune and nervous systems, balance, ways of
breathing, deep relaxation for over all health. At
Westminster West Congregational Church, 44
Church St. Thursdays, 9:30-10:45 a.m. $15 per class
or $54 for 4 classes (paid for month). Instructor is
Elizabeth Bunker, shimmerez@gmail.com. Call for
further info : 603 835-2900, text 978 793-2256.

Living Strong Classes with Ronnie Friedman, Karen
Walter Online - Mondays & Thursdays 722-3607

Tai Chi Seated Class Tues. 12:15-1:15 p.m.
New Beginner Class Tues. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Intermediate Class Tues. 10:30-12 p.m.

At the Westminster Institute

SOUPer Wednesdays

Resumes January 2027

January through April 12-2 p.m.
For deliveries Tina 802-376-7330

The East Putney Contradance at Pierce’s Hall — at
121 E. Putney Falls Road (look for the “Dance”
signs). Circle and Contra Dances with David Mill-
stone calling.

6 pm — Family Hour with Dancing for all ages

7:00 — Snacks

7:30-Contra Dance

9:30--Last waltz

All dances are taught. No partner required. By
free will donation. Stay in touch at:
eputneypierceshall@gmail.com

East Putney Contradance at Pierce's Hall - 121 East
Putney Falls Road off Rt. 5 (look for the signs)
Circle and Contra Dances. Great live music!

6 pm — Family Hour with Dancing for all ages

7:00 — Snacks

7:30--Contra Dance (starting with instructions for
beginners)

9:30--Last waltz

All dances are taught. No partner required. By free
will donation.

Stay in touch at: eputneypierceshall@gmail.com

Knitting Together
An Enjoyable Experience! Wednesdays 1- 3 p.m.

Village Square Booksellers, Bellows Falls
Bring your needles, we have yarn and casual
instruction - all products donated locally.
Contact: Caroline 802-463-4653

Coffee Mornings - Coffee, Community, Conversa-
tion Westminster West Library, Saturdays from 10
to 2. All welcome, please drop in!

THE GAZETTE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGLS
THE SUPPORT OFITS UNDERWRITERS:

Abigail Altabef
802 Credit Union
Stacey & Tim Allen
Kurn Hattin Homes
Town of Westminster
‘Westminster Cares
‘Westminster Fire and Rescue Association
Burtco Inc.

The Dascomb Trust
American Wealth Adminstration Group
Savings Bank of Walpole
Sojourns Community Health Clinic

Zumba Fitness at Westminster Institute: Latin and
world rhythm music, set to easy-to-follow choreog-
raphy. Hybrid Classes: Tuesdays & Thursdays at
4:30 p.m Pre-registration and status review is re-
quired; contact: ZIN Certified Instructor: Pauline
Blake O’Brien, 802-376-5397, paulineblakeob@out-
look.com.

MEETINGS

Town Clerk - 802-722-4091

Selectboard 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. in the
Town Hall.

Planning Commission 2nd Monday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Town Hall.

Conservation Commission meets every 4th Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. alternating between Westminster West
Library and the Westminster Institute.

To attend via Zoom,contact westminstervtconserva-
tion@gmail.com.

Development Review Board 1st Monday of each
month at 6 p.m. at the Town Hall.

The Westminster Fire and Rescue meet on the 1st
Tuesday every month, at 7 p.m. and a combined drill
on the 3rd Tuesday at the Fire Station. 802-722-3178

911 Committee as needed

Westminster Cares Board 802-722-3607
Second Thursday, 4:30 p.m., Westminster Institute.
on-line & in person. No meetings in July and Aug.

Westminster Historical Society Board
3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m. Town Hall 2nd floor

Westminster Institute Board- Meets 2nd Tues. at
6 p.m., Westminster Institute. Contact is Jim Grout
at jgrout@highSadventure.org.

Westminster Gazette westminsternews@gmail.com
3rd Monday, 5 p.m., Westminster Institute

Westminster West Library Board 802-387-4682
2nd Wed. 7 p.m. at the WW Library

Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association
3rd Thurs. 7 p.m. In-person or Zoom
Contact: coordinator@windmillhillpinnacle.org

The Living Earth Action Group most Fridays at 5
p-m. Westminster West Congregational Church
Contact: Caitlin Adair pcadair@sover.net

WVFD Prudential Committee meets on the 3rd
Sunday of the month, at 10 a.m. at the Westminster
Fire Station.

WESTMINSTER GAZETTE

Editor: Robert F. Smith

Board of Directors:
Charmion Handy - Chair
Alma Beals - Treasurer
Joyce Sullivan - Secretary
Donna Dawson
Mary Scherbatskoy
Michelle Aron

Printed by the Berkshire Eagle,
Pittsfield, MA

Pictures and Articles
Provided by the Community

westminsternews@gmail.com
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VERMONT PRIMARY VOTING IS AUG. 11

Below and to the right are the ballots for Westminster’s Aug. 11 Primary Elections,
with voting at the Westminster Institute. In the Primary, Vermont voters must choose
only one ballot, for the Republican Party, Progressive Party or Democratic Party.

258244 CAUTION: Vote in One Party Only Or Your Ballot Will Be Void
WESTMINSTER
et - PROGRESSIVE PARTY
OFFICIAL VERMONT PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
AUGUST 11, 2026
INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
= Use BLACK Pen to fill in the oval. DO NOT USE PENCIL.
» Towvote for a person whese namea is printed on the ballot, fill in the oval to the right of the name of that parsan.
« Tovote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the parson’s name in the blank space provided and fill in
the oval to the right of the write-in line. Please use BLOCK letlers and stay within the box provided for write-ins
=« Do not vole for more candidates than the "VOTE for NOT MORE THAN #" for an office.
+ [fyou make a mistake, tear, or daface the ballot, return it to an elaction official and obtain another ballot. DO NOT ERASE.
FOR REPRESENTATIVETO | FOR AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS FOR PROBATE JUDGE
- CONGRESS Vote far not more than ONE Vote for not more than ONE
Vaoie for not more than ONE N o
(Whiten) [rite-in)
(Wirite-in} FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR ASSISTANT JUDGE
FOR GOVERNOR Vote for not mare than ONE Vate for not more than TWO
Vaote for not more than ONE (Writedry) (Write-in}
{Write-in) FOR STATESENATOR (Wirite-iney
FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR Yelatar ot morn i TS FOR STATE'SATTORNEY
Vate for not more than ONE (itein) Vaote for not more than ONE
(WWnte-in) (Wirite-ir) (Wrikg-in)
FOR STATETREASURER |FOR STATEREPRESENTATIVE FOR SHERIFF
Vote for not more than ONE Vate for not mose than TWO Vote for not mare than ONE
El?\?nr&nﬁ.? HAMPL {Write-im) {\Wirite-in )
(irie-in) (Wha-in) FOR HIGH BAILIFF
FOR SECRETARY OF STATE e
WVote for not more than ONE (Wite-in)
RACHEL SHAW
BENMINGTON
(Write-in}

ROCKINGHAM MEETING HOUSE OPENS FOR
2026 VISITOR SEASON

The Rockingham Meet-
ing House, a National His-
toric Landmark, opened for
the 2026 visitor season
over Memorial Day week-
end, welcoming visitors
through Halloween to ex-
perience one of Vermont’s
most treasured historic
landmarks.

Based on docent avail-
ability, the Meeting House
will be open for guided
tours seven days a week from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

A meeting house has stood on this hilltop since 1774, and the present building—
constructed by the community in 1787—is the largest surviving eighteenth-century
public building in Vermont still substantially intact in its original as-built form, mak-
ing it an extraordinary survivor of early American civic architecture.

Visitors this season will have the unique opportunity to see history being actively
preserved.

Mind our dust! Important preservation work is underway as the community pre-
pares for major conservation construction scheduled to begin in spring 2027. Work
taking place this season includes continued archaeological survey, reconstruction
of the west driveway from Meeting House Road, restoration of the historic timber
frame, stabilization of the building’s original plaster and windows, and restoration
of the historic graveyard picket fence.

This important work is made possible through support from the National Park
Service, the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, the Town of Rockingham,
and generous supporters who continue to contribute their time, talent, and treasure
to help protect this extraordinary landmark.

The adjacent historic graveyard remains open to visitors daily from dawn to dusk
for quiet reflection and respectful exploration.

Whether you are visiting for the first time, returning to a favorite local landmark,
or simply looking for a memorable summer and fall destination, the Rockingham
Meeting House offers a rare opportunity to step directly into early American history
while witnessing preservation in action.

For tour information, special events, or volunteer opportunities, please contact:
clg@rockbf.org or visit www.rockbf.org/rmh

Photo, Rockingham Meeting House (credit: Karen Jarret)

CAUTION: Vote in One Party Only Or Your Ballot Will Be Void

Usa BLACK Pen to fill In the oval, DO

258244
WESTMINSTER
ERTHITE REPUBLICAN PARTY
OFFICIAL VERMONT PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
AUGUST 11, 2026
INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

NOT USE PENCIL.

s Tovole for a person whose name Is printed on the ballat, fill in the oval to the right of the name of that person

« Tovole for a person whose name is not printed on the ballol, write the person’s name in the blank space provided and fill in
the oval fo the right of the write-in ling, Please use BLOCK letters and stay within the box provided for wiite-ins.

« Do not vote for more candidates than the "VOTE for NOT MORE THAN #° for an office,

» i you make a mistake, tear, or deface the ballot, retum it to an election official and obtain anothar ballot. DO NOT ERASE.

FOR REPRESENTATIVETO |FOR AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS FOR PROBATE JUDGE
CONGRESS Vots for not more than ONE Wote for not mare than ONE
Vaote for not more than ONE ".';E,EEPKE PAIGE ) -
SARK COESTER ) | wite n) FOR ASSISTANT JUDGE
?FIEE::;EHMALLOY FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL Vot for not mors ﬂ.l_m
(Wirite-in) Vote for nat more than ONE | twtsn) B -
FOR GOVERNOR o AN O |whas
Vats for not mare than ONE (Writein) C FOR STATE'SATTORNEY
E:':H- SCOTT FO'R STAESEMTOR Vota for Iﬂlﬂhl"ﬁin ONE
(Virte-m) O Viots for not more than TWO [Wiite-in)
FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR | DALE L. GASSETT : FOR SHERIFF
Viota for not mors than ONE EEUﬂw\;E SAGE Vote for not more than ONE
JOHN S. RODGERS Fa) ™ (Witein)
[Wirte-in) | veite-ing FOR HIGH BAILIFF
FOR STATETREASURER |FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE Vol for net rmarm s ONE
Vote for not more than ONE Vot for not mors than TWO (Writan)
H. BROOKE PAIGE ~ |NICOLE AMANDA COTA O
VAR BN TN o ROC MG AM
pmape RYAN M. COYNE
FOR SECRETARY OF STATE |PATRICKK. DEZAFRA
Viote for not more than ONE (Wirite-in] -
H. BROOKE PAIGE m——r
[Vuiritmi=in)
258244 CAUTION: Vote in One Party Only Or Your Ballot Will Be Void
ot DEMOCRATIC PARTY

OFFICIAL VERMONT PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
AUGUST 11, 2026

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

« Use BLACK Pan to fill in the oval, 0O NOT USE PENCIL.

+ Tovote for a parson whose name is printed on the ballot, fill in the oval to the right of the name of that person.

+ Tovote for a parson whose name is not printed on the ballot, writa the person's name in the blank space provided and fill in
the aval to the right of the write-in line, Please use BLOCK letiers and stay within the box provided for write-ins,

s Do not vote for more candidates than the "VOTE for NOT MORE THAN # for an office

* If you make a mistake, tear, or deface tha ballot, retum it to an election official and obtain another ballol DO NOT ERASE.

FOR REPRESENTATIVETO | FOR AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS FOR PROBATE JUDGE
CONGRESS Vote for not more than ONE Vate for not mare than ONE
Vots for not more than ONE TIM ASHE JODI P.FRENCH )
ILNGTON MEWPANE
BECCA BALINT NICHOLAS GRAETER )
BRATTUEDORG LIS TN [Write-in)
wintesn) —— FOR ASSISTANT JUDGE
FOR GOVERNOR [Viiriba -in) _Vdi'lﬂnlmﬂmm
QEeGaCE Nay Ny DN FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL | LAMONT BARNETT
ADCK MG
AMANDA JANOO Vota for not more than ONE CAROLYN PARTRIDGE
L RGO e WANDHAN
ALY RICHARDS CHARITY R. CLARK
MOHTPEL I WILLIS T (Write-n)
{Wiiribe-in) Piferitg-sn) (Wi -im)
FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR FOR STATE SENATOR FOR STATE'SATTORNEY
Vote for not more than ONE Vota for not more than TWO Vote for not more than ONE
ESTHER CHARLESTIN WENDY K. HARRISON STEVEN M. BROWN
SERITH INGTON BRATTLERCRD BRATTLEBOSO
MOLLY GRAY NADER HASHIM I
DL TR DUMUERETOR 8-iny
AN NCLAREN (rse-i) FOR SHERIFF
(White-in} (Wrke-in) Vot for not more than ONE
FOR STATETREASURER |FOR STATEREPRESENTATIVE|MARK R. ANDERSON
Vate for not more than ONE Vote for not mors than TWO fire-In
KE PI '
e o FOR HIGH BAILIFF
(Wila-iny) EE!EE"}UNDBERG ~ Votafor not mare than IIHE
FOR SECRETARY OF STATE |STEPHEN MAJOR ANGELA LAWRENCE
Vote for not more than ONE (\Wirte-im) [Vifrite-In}
SARAH COPELAND HANZAS -
BRADE DAD (Wribe-in )
(Visiter-in1)

Noel Hoffmann

Dog Training and Behavior Consulting.

Having a dog should be a joy not a battle!

For every behavioral problem there is a positive solution.

-Positive, science based instruction.
-Private, one-to-one training.
-All season facility.

www.noelhoffmann.com / 802 375-5560
Let’s talk!!

Westminster, VT - Five minutes from exit 5, I-91
CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free Certified.

SEASONAL, HANDMADE, RAW MILK CHEESE
PRESERVED SUNSHINE, IN A VARIETY OF STYLES

Unique, complex flavors start with
healthy cows out on pasture
under open skies
Raw milk, creamery-made
autochthonous starters, natural rennet
& sea salt from Maine
Our cheese ages slowly. developing
distinct flavors and textures that deliver
the taste of this place

Parish
Hill
Creamery

VISIT OUR FARMSTORE

873 PATCH ROAD

WWW. PARISHHILLCREAMERY.COM

Quality care, personalized and close to home.

Choosi
means

it all ad

home.

W

ng Springfield Hospital
you'll receive high quality

personal care. You're treated by
experienced medical professionals
using state-of-the-art equipment—
without feeling like a number.

Our specialty services include:

« ENT + Orthopaedics
* Gynecology *« Surgery
+ Podiatry * Urology

Short wait times, modern tools,
and a team that knows you—

ds up to heatlh care that's

advanced, attentive, and close to

.‘ Springfield Hospital

Where Peaple Came First

(802) 885-2151
ww.springfieldhospital.org

setting a time for us to take a look at
photos to info@sbauctioneers.com and please leave a phone number

SHARON
I

BOCCELL

617-413-4054

for us to follow up with

consideration,

Sharon Boccelli

you.

409 Old Athens Rd Putney, VT 05346

S.B. & Company Antiques — Auctioneer

Having been in business for over 45 years, we apply an honest
approach to purchasing of single items or entire estates, specializing in
fine & costume jewelry, sterling silver, artwork, porcelain, pottery,
furniture and more. We are a full service company.

We would appreciate the opportunity to view your items by calling and
617-413-4054 , or send us some

We are now located in Putney Vermont. Thank you for your
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Send submissions to westminsternews@gmail.com

Streeter L.L.C.

Licensed Electrician
PO Box 206, Westminster, VT 05158

(Building, Remodeling and Repairs)

Cole Streeter Box 103
(802)722-3178 Westminster, VT 05158

GREATER FALLS

serving VT and NH since 1996

Home ¢ Auto + Farm ¢ Business ¢+ Motorcyle ¢+ Recreational Vehicles

7190 US Route 5 +« Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 » www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Livewater Farm & Dairy
v vV

Eggs * Milk * Butter Frash Mozzarelia
Milk Fed Park v v Aged Tomme
Grass Fed Beef v Maple Sryup * Hay

Stop in and see us at the farm stand !
Open 9-6 Thursday thru Sunday,

1289 Westminster West RD, Putney, Vermont 05346
www livewaterfarm.net * 802-222-1525 * livewaterdairy@gmail.com

HEATING OIL
PROPANE GAS
PLUMBING

244HR
SERVICE

Your Local Heating & Cooling Experts
Delivering Peace of Mind Since 1941

www.cotaolL.com (802) 463-0000

LY

e
802.869.2235

Box 434, Saxtons River Joe B02.384.0397
Vermont 05154 Jeff 603.209.4441

Myles Mickie * Jon Midura

At S 32 The Square, PO 245
' N“\“{-‘HS?’I 7= Bellows Falls, VT 05101
BOOKSE LLF.?E‘ 202-463-9404
! ! info@ villagesquarchooks.com

BOOKS - TOYs - GIFTS
Books for all ages « Toys* Gifis+ Journals
Full Service Independent Bookstore  Open 7 Days a Week

www.villagesquarebooks.com
Open 24/7 for Book, Audio & e-Book web orders

VISIT OUR FARMSTORE
BETWEEN WESTMINSTER + PUTNEY:

281 Patch Farm Road

SHOP ONLINE:
vermontshepherd.com

Sheep’s milk cheese,
gelato, yogurt,
maple syrup, honey

. Visit our
Farm Store
in West

.....

by
ok PR HL
S 3%/ Open all year, full

\“&E‘f};# //{ of fresh local

goodness!
www.milkweedfarmvt.com

Listen, Join and Support
Your Community Radio Station

WOOL 91.5 FM

www.blacksheepradio.org

BLACK SHEEP Iy
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SEYMOUR SISTERS CONCERT
To BENEFIT THE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
WESTMINSTER WEST

Come support the Congregational Church of West-
minster West, and listen to some great music! The Sey-
mour Sisters will be performing Americana Music on
Saturday, July 4th, from 5 — 7 p.m., at the home of Betsy
and Laura Williams, 1197 Westminster West Rd, West-
minster West.

The suggested donation is $10 - $25, and all pro-
ceeds will benefit the church.

While the church in Westminster West is a spiritual
community, the church building is also the one space
available in the WW village for larger gatherings:
classes, presentations, chorus rehearsals, films, and
other community gatherings and celebrations.

This fundraiser will help support the ongoing main-
tenance of this building that is used for so many events
in our community.

The band includes local musicians Beth Spicer on
banjo and guitar, Laura Bryant-Williams on vocals and
guitar, Kate Wolff on dobro, Amy Moreland on man-
dolin and Betsy Williams on upright bass. The Seymour
Sisters have been playing together for over 10 years
after a jam session on Lake Seymour in the NEK and
now enjoy a strong following in their community. The
Seymour Sisters perform Americana music and are
known for their vocal harmonies and rousing as well as
sentimental songs.

If you like Nanci Griffith, Rani Arbo, Gillian Welch
or Red Molly you’ll like The Seymour Sisters!

They will be joined by special guest Jon Bliss, with
his beautiful and melodic guitar picking.

There will be light refreshments available. So, bring
a lawn chair, a picnic supper, a beverage of your choice,
and enjoy some outdoor music-on-the-lawn.

Can’t make the concert but still want to support the
church? Checks made out to, “CCWW?” can be mailed
to Betsy Williams, 1197 Westminster West Rd, Putney,
VT 05346.

Questions? Contact Betsy at: laladust@gmail.com
Rain location: Congregational Church of Westminster
West, 44 Church St, Westminster West.

2026 CONCERTS ON THE GREEN
IN WALPOLE LINEUP

¥Savings

Savings Bank of Walpole is pleased to announce the
lineup for the 2026 SBW Concerts on the Green Sum-
mer Series, continuing a long-standing tradition of
bringing live music and community together on the
Walpole Town Common.

The series begins on Sunday, June 14 with the West-
moreland Town Band. Concerts will be held rain or
shine on Sundays from 6:00-7:30 PM. Attendees are
encouraged to bring a picnic basket, blanket or lawn
chair and enjoy a relaxing evening of music with family
and friends.

Now in its 43rd year, the SBW Concerts on the
Green series continues to showcase a variety of talented
regional performers, offering something for everyone
throughout the summer.

“We’re looking forward to another great season of
music on the green,” said Mark Bodin, President of
Savings Bank of Walpole. “This series is a wonderful
way to bring people together and celebrate the sense of
community that makes Walpole such a special place.”

2026 SBW Concerts on the Green
Summer Series Schedule

(All shows held rain or shine — now earlier on Sun-
days from 6:00-7:30 PM.)

JULY

5 River Valley Dance Band

12 Springfield Community Band

19  Tattoo

26  Brattleboro American Legion Band

AUGUST

2 The Temple Band

9 Nelson Town Band

16  East Bay Jazz Ensemble

Special Event:

Join us on August 16 for a Community Cookout in
Walpole.

Christopher Hinds | = 25000
LICSW, ACSW consultation

PSYCHOTHERAPY

404-989-4320

39 The Square,
Adults, Adolescents : liSui’reFQ'IElll =
ellows Falls,
Couples 05100

www.hindstherapy.com On:psychologytoday.com

Karen Vedus LMFT

Emationallyy Focused Couples Therapy

R
ELECTRIC

Residential - commercial «Industrial
Bellows Fualls, VT

WWW.LLELECTRICSERVICES.com

’Berkley & Veller
Greenwood Country

Realtors
Family-owned since 1965

Heidi Bernier

. L CBR, SRES, Realtor®
O: (802) 254-6400 X 135 Lo U R MK

C: (802) 380-1585-Best heidi.bernier@berkleyveller.com
119 Western Avenue * Brattleboro, VT 05301

www.berkleyveller.com

WESTMINSTER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
PO BOX 90
WESTMINSTER STATION, VT 05159

(802)722-4196
Andrea Neiley, DVM Megan Peddigree, VMD

Kristin Anderson, DVM Susan Oswald, DVM
Pam Sorton YMD

R ° A ) M ° P
. Rockingham Arts & Museum Project

Since 1996 believing that art makes a difference!

Www.ramp-vi.org
802-463-3252
Committed to integrating the arts in the long-term sustainability
of the community by creating effective partnerships that initiate and support:

Accessibility  Affordable Housing e Arfist Town Meefings

* Public Art Initiatives © Policy Making

|Lamb, Beef,

- Maple Syrup

Raw Fleece,Sheepskins,
Sweaters, Yarn

226 Kurkul Rd
Westminster, VT

Farmstand by Appointment
802-518-2155
morsebrookfarm.com
farminfo@morsebrookfarm.com

JUDD’S AUTO REPAIRS
6109 US ROUTE &
WESTMINSTER, VERMONT 051568
802-T22-4200
David & Elaine Judd, owners
Steve Godfrey, mechanic

Automotive Repair Vermont State Inspection

YOUR COLOR AD
CouLD BE HERE!

ASK Us
ABOUT IT.




