WESTMINSTER SELECTBOARD MEETING
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.
In person at Westminster, VT Town Hall & Remote by FACT TV

Selectboard Present: Craig Allen (chair), Jason Perry (clerk), and Real Bazin — Stephen Major was
absent.

Staff Present: Ben Masure (road foreman) Millie Barry (clerk)

Others Present: Mark Lund

1. Callto Order: Craig Allen, Chair of the Board, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Information to access a future meeting using a remote connection, when available, can be
found on the Town of Westminster website or by contacting the Westminster Town Hall. This
meeting was recorded by FACT TV.

2. Adjustments to Agenda: None

3. Acceptance of Minutes: June 9, 2026 and June 23, 2026 — Real Bazin moved to accept the
minutes of June 23, 2026, Jason Perry seconded. Mr. Perry requested to correct: Under New
Business, item C * to read — Mr. Perry questioned excavator repairs, believing repairs

exceeded one half of value of machine. Minutes approved with correction by voice vote

(Perry, Bazin, Allen).

June 9, 2026 Meeting Acceptance - tabled
4. Communications and Public Comments: None
5. Unfinished Business (Discussion/Action) -

A. Grout Avenue update: Information included in packet — Ben Masure said plans received
were 80% complete. Real Bazin requested a hard copy of the current plan. Mr. Perry
noted DuBois & King would provide a second plan view with an alternate location
requiring easement (if plan was approved) from the Westminster Institute.

Road Foreman Update — Out of Agenda Order — Loader information included in packet — Mr.

Bazin said he was in favor or purchasing a loader and would prefer submitted bids be
sealed. Craig Allen recommended the highway department research using Sourcewell as a
resource.
e Morse Brook Road grant completed (Better Roads Grant).
e Crack seal machine was used on Piggery and School Street. Used was 2,250 linear
feet on the two areas.
e Wellington Hill ditching, underdrain and culvert replacement will be done to mitigate
mud issues.
e Spotgrading is taking place where needed.
e Contact for price and opinions for expansion joints on the Route 121 bridge is
ongoing.
e Roadside mowing continues throughout Town. Vegetation pushback that has not
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been completed in several years, is a process taking longer time.

e Signage on Route 121 is being upgraded as part of the road repair.

e Mr. Masure plans to put out for bid a new membrane and paving for Goldies Road
bridge to preserve bridge.
Mark Lund questioned plan for Sand Hill and Piggery Road pug mix/cold mix asphalt.

B. Davidson Hill Update — Mr. Allen said the Dibernardo survey would be completed in July.

There are questions regarding the location of a neighboring well on Davidson Hill and these

questions would be answered when the survey was completed.
C. Town Manager Report -

> o

e Pending Surveys - There are concerns the newly installed fence adjacent to the
North Westminster Community House is over the property border. Jason Perry
questioned the enforcement process if a fence is installed on a neighboring
property.

e Weathervane — Mr. Bazin said Jon Taylor believed the weathervane was repairable
and Mr. Taylor had a contact for the cupola repair.

e Delinquent Tax: July 16™ was the final day to make a payment arrangement with the
Town to pay delinquent tax. Total delinquent tax currently owed is $783,821.40.

e The Board noted the tax rate would be set when the Grand List was lodged.

o Route 121 paving will begin in late August 2026.

New Business: (Discussion/Action) -

Adoption Fiscal Year 2027 tax rate —tabled

Town reappraisal informational letter — information included in packet — Mr. Allen said a
townwide reappraisal will be done as scheduled.

Road Foreman Report — completed earlier in meeting

Executive Session (if needed) Jason Perry motioned the Board move to Executive
Session for a personnel and contractual information matter being that premature
knowledge would clearly place the municipality of the Town of Westminster or the
public body, a person, or persons involved at a substantial disadvantage as outlined in 1
VSA 313. Real Bazin seconded the motion, the motion carried by voice vote 3-0 (Perry,
Bazin, Allen).

Boards, Committees and Commissions: Mr. Bazin suggested a joint meeting with the
Development Review Board and Planning Commission.

Other Business:

e Mark Lund questioned progress or plans about the Town highway garage. Mr.
Perry believed the collection of delinquent taxes would show in the budget as
surplus. He suggested some of the surplus money be spent on engineering and
planning for a highway garage. The Town has not made progress buying the small
portion of property in the vicinity of the highway garage owned by the State of VT
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(SOV). Mr. Lund said the boundaries of SOV property were clearly marked.

e Jason Perry said it appears knotweed is being sprayed by the SOV on the side of
Route 5. He suggested, with landowner permission, knot weed should be
eliminated where possible. The weed spreads with mowing, is invasive and
grows underneath pavement.

e Real Bazin questioned the progress of appointing a fifth board member. Mr.
Allen suggested waiting until a town manager was hired.

9. Date of Next Meeting: July 28, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

The Board moved to executive session at 7:22 p.m.
The Board reconvened regular session at:
10. Adjournment:

Clerk Date

Minutes composed by Millie Barry
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